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Oii Hearing of Sermons* 



2 TiM, iii. ^. 

^^er tearnirig^ and never able to ct>me t'o tht 
Knowledge of the Truths 

A Description equally emphatical and 
difheart^nlngl But to whom is it ap^ 
plicable? If there were filcih charaders itt 
an age painfully emerging from Jewifh 
and Pagah darkhefs; are there fuch in 
modern days ? If fuch charaddrs arc to 
be found among the mcft obfcure and mif* 
guided feds ; \are there fuch in the bofom 
of the national chnrcli ? in ancient and in 
modern times, among feds arid in the 
fcftabiifliment, of fuch charadcrs there have 
been and there are mukitudcs. Is it poffi- 
ble? Shall man be ever learning, and 
never able to attain knowledge ? .Shall mail 
labour^ fhall he labo^^ the purfuit of re« 
ligious truthyand TeifB^ftmiftom his ex* 
: YoL.lh B ertions? . 



ijflioftarir The event is poffible and frequenf. 

4[ft 4i\n the hufbandman fcatters the feed, 

* 41: the foil ia not duly prepared to receive 

it. The foil may be well prepared, and 

the feed may fpring up green among the 

furrows : but it is in vain that you cxpcdt 

a plentiful harveft, if you permit the rifing 

plants to be fmcthered by weeds. Is it rea- 

fonabk to imagine that the feed of the 

Gqfpel, the feed from which you look for 

the bread of life, will flourifli and arrive to 

maturity ; if you beftow on its cultivation 

lefs refledion, lefs folicitude, than are nccci- 

fary for the grain which is to fupporc your 

inortal body ? The word * of God will in 

cv^n be preached unto you, if you be not 

> difpofed to embrace it. The word of God 

Will, in yain be preached unto you, if after- 

. wards you fuffer it to be overwhelmed by 

the bufinefs or the pleafurcs of the world. 

: : My purpofe is to endeavour to lead you 

-to that fjijime of mijnd, .with .which aChrif- 

j tian ought to Gonfidcr the difcourfes which 

: he he^rs from the pulpit. Let me requeft 

r ^Qiut feriDUs attention. For .on the atten- 

-:twa .with which you rega^rd the general 

;^Jte»thj5ni3w to belaid before youdepeadsi not 

^ ijnly tfe benefit, fijjdL^ it mray bev which 

might bercKiLciyedj^^Jlir the divi^ bleffing, 

;„.'r^,_^ . • from 



On Hearing af Sermo»i^ ^ 

from the prefentdifcourfe : but mudt^fidfe 
of the advantage to be derived from tlfie fi|» . 
ture difcourfes, which the mimfters of r<||# 
gion may addrefs to you* 

That you may furvey with a comprehen- 
fiveeye the extent of your duty, it may be 
ufeful that you ihould previoufly turn youc 
thoughts to mine. In the firft places there- 
fore, I (hall briefly mention the dutie$ of a 
Chriftian Preacher : and Ihall then proceed 
to the duties of a Chriftian Hearer. 

I. Go ye into att the worlds faid out Loi'd 
to his difciples, and preach the Go/pel to 
every creature. Woe unto tne^ faid St. Paul, 
if I preach not the GofpeL I determined to 
know nothing among yoUy faid the fame Apof* 
tie on another occafion, but Jefus Cbrijf^ 
and him crucified {a). A Chriftian preacher 
IS not to fet before the congregation a fyf- 
xtta of religion in part devifed or modified 
by his own fancy. He is not to confider 
what fpecies of dodrine will prove moft 
agreeable to the natural imaginations of the 
heart. He is not to follow the fpeculative 
opinions of the wifeft of men ; nor to eftab^ 
lifti moral truth and moral duty on the ba(i$ 
of human authority. He is to look to the 
(4) Mark, XYi. t if . 7 Q>r. a, 16. il; i. 

., B 2 revealed 



4 'Oh Hearing ofSeftmifs. 

^itcd Word of God. There is his con*-- 
ftliflitih to preach r there is the rcHgiotf 
^ilfch hfe is to preach. He is to preach the 
GofpeL He is to preach Jefus Chrift, and 
Rim crucified. He is to unfold the great plaa 
6f falviti6ii for fallen ma?n through faith ift 
tiie atoning blood of a Redeemer. He is ta 
ttacb ffie indifpenfable neceffity ofthe re- 
newal of the heart unto hdinefs through the 
fanCtiiication of the Spirit of grace. The 
corner ftone oti which he w to build is 
Jefus Ghrift. On that corner ftone he is to 
build, not hay and JttAhle^ but found and 
precious materials, material which will en- 
dure the trial even of fire; pure and genuine^ 
€hriftianity, the unchangeable dtxarinc^ 
and eoriimahdments of flie Son of God. 

Again; the Chriftian Preacher is. to 
preach the whole ofthe Gofpel. "He is ta 
magnify the juftice no ItjTs con^icuoufly 
than the mercy ojf Jehovah. He is to pro- 
claim the e'ternal vengeance referved for the 
impenitent no lefs loudly than the glories^ 
prepared for the juftified fervants of Chrift^ 
He is not to dwell chiefly upon doctrines, 
to the negled of pradice ; nor on pradice 
to the difparagement of dodriries. He ' ia 
to ''preach true dodrine as the ground-woric 
of holy pradice : and' to inculcate holy 

' ^ ' ' 6'^ pradice 



f>ra<aicca6 tlt6 fnfk ef true deftrine, Hte 
is Id labour to be the Inftruitt^nt of enliglit^ 
.eriHig tlie URderftandmg, and alfo of puii-i 
%ing the heart. While he teachfis tha* 
man is juftified bgr felth alone, not by th^ 
deeds of the la^; He is to convince hiii 
])ie(ljrm that tbeir hope will be vain, uulefti 
they add to ihtxx faitbi)i ft ue. l5ow ihall 
Che. archited raife the palaee, uitleT^ aft im-^ 
tivovabk fouiidatioa AkJI firft ha^e beea 
eftabti(hed? But \io^^2MtlM jpUb be eom-t 
pletcd, Jf feat: after year hfi mind b^ 
wboHy abforbed In iiluftratitig and di£^ 
playing the fonadation > With his plummet 
and \m iquara cOatinuaUy In his haAd, ha 
unr^eg^klingly ptavea every p»rt of hia 
w6tt yrhiiyher it rells^ oq tb$i fonndatioiu 
To the foundation e^t^ apartdieufi eveni 
every ornament, of t^e ftm^rurelia^ aff uU 
timate and a dlfciscbibla r^fereao^ Sm 
he fail$ )[^t to beftow diftinfSt and du^ re^ 
gard on the form« the. proportion, and tht 
purpofe, pf every apartment ; on the na- 
tiire land the pofition of revery ornament* 
How (halt the preapher, like a wife mailers- 
builder, edify his hearers into a fpirttud 
koufcy fi living and bi^ly temple in the. Lord{6)i 
Vnlefs he founds it on the appointed rock, 

f^h) 1 J*.et, ii. 5p I Cor. iii, i6^ jy, l^pH'f- n» 21. 

83 «ven 



C "^ 4fff^J3kari$ig if Sermons. 

i^TCtf Jefus Chrift? Aoid how {hall, the 
preacher^ like a wife mafter-builder, pre-* 
pare them to, be.^m habitation of Qod 
through the Spirit {c\i uplcfs, while ixx every 
part of his labour of edification he incef- 
^ntly refers them to the^ fundamental doc*« 
trines of the Qrofs^ and to thofe do^rinea 
traces backward every motive, waraing^ ad- 
monition, aa.d^ encouragement ; he affigns 
feparate and adequate attention to every 
Ghriftiati grace, to every form of (in : un-» 
lefshe fpecifically developes the charaacriA 
tic marks and cuftomary bearings of each } 
the occaiions on whick the virtue is mod 
needed and;mofl: di£cult, the fm mojd fre-* 
quent and.moft eafnaring ; th^ delufions by 
which the range of the «irtup will apparently 
he curtsdledi and the pretences by which 
its obligation will be plausibly undermined ; 
the difguifes under which the fin will veil 
itfelf, and the palliations : by which it will 
extenuate the guilt of conceffion ? 

Farther: The Chriftian Preacher is zea- 
loufly to allot an extraordinary meafure of 
exertion to thofe branches of religion, 
whether dodrinal or pradical, which he 
difcovers to be grofsly mifunderftood,. or 
lightly regarded, by many of his congrega- 

(c) E^h. ii, 2a, 

tion, 



tion. ^ To ail whom he Is appointed to feeif 
he 4S to give their portion of meui in dui- 

JeqfonXd): and he is to diftribute fpiritual 
food in a manner fiiited to the ability which 
different individuak poffefs of digefting 

. k, and to the heed which they have of 
it ; ftrong meat to the adult, milk to 
babes (/?). Some of the doftrines whicff 
he inculcates as of the higheft importance ; 
fome of the pradical duties which he des- 
cribes as requifite marks of a real Chriftian, 
will be extremely uhpalatable to numberi 
among thofe whom he addreffeft. At thi 
humbling pifture which a faithful minifter 
cannot but draw of the utter weaknfefsand 
corruption of human nature; at his deli- 
neatiba of the unwearied vigiUnce, of the 
purity of life, which he Cannot but prd- 
nqurice indifpenfable ; pride, felf-rightcbuC- 
nefs, worldly-mindednefs, will affuredly 
take offence. At one pferiod the Gahtlatit 
were fo fondly attached to St. Paur, that the 
Apoftle impreffively reprefents them as de- 
lirous, had it been poffible, to havie plucked 
cut their own eyes and given them unto 
him; Afterwards their fcntiments' were 
ix)tiiplctely changed. They were alienated 
from ttie Apoftle, They regarded him as 
{d) Luke, zS. \u ' {e) Hebr. v. i2. 14. 

B4 their 






V, 



9 fiiUmrt^g (fScmont, 

thctr enemy. Why? Stf. Paul difclolfe« 
th'emTdt; ^The Galatiaiu regs^ded hiaK 
at' Wk 'feiKtny becaufe he told them thd 
truth (/). He fpokc to them without dife 
gtttie. He humoured not their prcjudiceifu 
He declared that which wa5 right, hdweveif 
unacceptahle, however offenfivc, he knew • 
tfat the tnith would prove to theirj. If to 
bis own converts St. Paul faunfelf could not 
preach the truth without giving offence, let 
not .the faithful minifter of the prefent day 
hope that his difcourfes ihall offend none* 
If he perceive that fome are ofFeuded, what 
ihall i>e his conduCt ? He fball pity tfaem< 
Helhall pray for them^ But he cannot change 
his coui-fe. He muft perfevere. He read^ 
in the difcontented eye of his auditor, " J 
^* approve not thy doftrine. I reliili not 
^* thy ftriftnefs/* He turns his ear to the 
voice of the Mod High : jSon dftKtaxi! Jj^av€ 
made tbei a wntfbman totbt^bot^je.^f^J^rail : 
therefore bear the wordat- Mj tnoufh^ and 
gfbe them rwarning front Me. Speak My 
wards unto t^em^ wbetber tbey will hear^ or 
wbetber they will forbear [g\ Is he to 
obey Man of Godf k he to be a pleafer of 
men, or of God ? He is to approve himfclf 
to hia own mafter. He is to perfift in ex* 

(/)Gal. iv. ij, ifi. ( jr) Ea«k. ii. ). iu. 17. 

. ~ : . plaining 
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plairimg the whok cbijtSfel «rGiaili%^t-J 
tin§' forth the fmccre wofd of • Jefu^ l3||dfift|i 
;pnctpt vpqn preeep% freeepi upQn ffttij^i 
pine upbn iiriiy line' upon Une^ if ire '* *it^ 
and there a little^ in meekrt^fe in^tHiftiHft 
tboje that oppofe tbem/elves yih bbmbl^ bt>pff 
fhat pcrad venture an hour may come, wl*«il 
God will give unto them repetitanQe to the 
Acknowledging of the truth (!}• * ^ 

Laftly; the Chriftian Preacher <k t/i 
preach not himfelf, but Ghtift Jefua the' 
Lordf/). He ferv^a the Lorrfebrift: fojr 
Chrift he is an ambaflador-: his i^after^il 
glory, not his pwn, muft he* firirfufe. ' 'TW 
pulpit he is to regard notaij-thie thfttii^' 
of his exaltation, bijt as the pliice where he 
is to marufeft himfelf the fervant of all for 
the fake of Jefus{i)i He isnot to, alfome 
tq hii^felf confequcnce, as though he Were 
lorfi orer fhe heritage of God.- He is noi 
to feek to have dominion over the Edith 
6f his Jblrethren. He is not to cotrrert 
the"" hoiife- oY» God into a theatre for the 
difplay pf hi^ 6hi9Gtion, of* his imagina- 
tion, of his ^eloquence.. Dev^oted to his 
inaftdr'^ ho'nbur, abforhied in fblicitiide for 
the ^ilvation of his flock; how fhall he 

make 



tri^(^m/ilfl his ovfa reputation, hU own, 
auth9rit]% his own fecular advantage^ the 
cod and ohje€t of his preaching I How (hall 
lie thus hypocritically profefs himfelf a 
worker together with Cbrifi ? How {hall he 
^a profane the miniftry of the word of 

Kfc? 

« 

II. I proceed to the duties of a Chriiliaa; 
kcarer. 

- By contemplating the devious tracks in 
which the carelefs and the obftinate; are 
bewildered, we are taught to difcern and to 
value the path of fafety. Confider then tlxe 
unworthy motives and views, with which 
men too often prefent themfelves as hearers 
offermons. 

.Many perfons attend public worfhip, 
and preaching as one part of it, from ^\xir 
tom, or from a regard to their charaGer. 
They fee the neighbourhood flocking to the 
chuxich: therefore they go -thither. They 
perceive that orderly and fefpedable per- 
sons make a point of regular attendance : 
and they are not unwilling to embrace the 
lame method of being efteemed orderly and 
refpedable. A man ,of this defcription has 
. fatisfied his wiflies by fhewing himfelf in 
tite church. To he obferved as forming 

one 



ontf \)f *\he "cbngrcgation ^as: htedbjefi^ 
Tb wbrfhip God in fpiHt and in truth, W*ft 
not the purpofe which attr^^ed him. The 
fcrvice therefore engages little of his aittea^' 
tiori. In fome paflages perhaps he joinsj 
yet mechailically, through form rather thatt 
devotion ; but his thoughts are commonly 
roving among othet fubje£ts. When he 
HftciAs W the fermon, it is without earneft* 
nefsj and with many a fecret wilh that it 
Werg'atan end.' He relapfes into fome 
Worldly train of thought i until he is aroiifed 
from a vacant reverie, "or from Hiedka* 
lion ori his bufihefsor his pleafurcs, hy hear^ 
ing the joyful found of the cpngregatijon? 

tifing to depart. : ^ - : i ii: : 

' Others frequent preaching from cutiofity. 
Like* the Athenians, they are always ^eager 
to hear fome new thing; In the language 
of Scripture, they have itching ears ^ and 
a/ier their own lujis heap to themf elves 
tenders. They wander from one place of 
worfhip to . another ; become' difiatisficd 
wifli any minifter whpm they have heard 
for a continuance; and fpeedily learn 
to relifli no preacher, who is not extrava- 
gant in manner, and violent in declama- 
tion. The time foon arrives when, fuU 
filling the prophwy of §t. Paul, /A?y ^/// 



It On M<0^^g o^Sfmonf^ 

p^^ mdmrf J^tmd dq£lrinc ; but tufn flwoji 
^^m the truth i and arc turned unto fabks (/). 
They are perplexed and Qontounded by 4 
multitude of inftru^ors* ToiTed to and 
fio^ andjcarried about with every wind of 
jdodrine, th^ey depart from the words of 
l^mth ^xki foi^rne^ ; an4 i^M a prey to thi^ 
irilijeft delufions* . . 

Others liilea to a fermoa with a onti4 
/Bifrng fpirit ; not carcfuj tp profit by \t^ but 
WKtchftil to fit in judgement upon it. SwoIq 
with fpiritual pride, and adeeming them« 
ielyes complete mafters of the jBoft diiS? 
cult poipts of doctrine, they fcrutinifii 
rrcfry fentence which drops from the lip) 
pf the preacher; put each of his t^rmfli to 
jtbe rack ; ex^miAc the foundnefs of hU 
orthodoxy with inquifitorial fufpicion; an4 
if they are able to faften upon an cxpre^on 
|iof precifely confonant with * the uicetieis of 
their own religions phraleolpgy, or capable 
of being underftood in a fenfe fomewhat ^ 
irSri^nce With their peiculiar prepofieffions^ 
deny their inftrnddr to be eVangelical, pro- 
nounce him blind, and Wngrattflate them-* 
fclves upon their own fcrtptural attain* 
nients and keen-eytd ftgacity. Eager to 
cfnfare, a^d impatient to decide j the fruit 

(/) rTim.iT. 3,4 - . ' 

yrhicli 
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Oh Hearing of Sermotis] i j[ 

^hich tliey reap from the return of tlie Safe!^ 
bath 16 to be flattered in prefumption *an<| 
Cofifif hied iri ignotaftce^ 

Othert become heaters of fefrriorfs for n* 
better purpofe than that of entertainment* 
Counterparts of the Jews in the days of 
Ezekiel^ vsfho- talked one with another at tht ^ 
doors of their honfes^ and f poke evdry one tb bis 
brother yfayingy " Come^ I pray you^ and heat 
what is the word that comefh front /^f 
ijord\^ becaufe the preaching of the 
Prophet was to them as a very lovely fong of 
one that bad apleafant voice ^ and could plaj^ 
tvell upon an injiruhent{in) ; they refort oit 
the Sunday to the! houfe ot God with vi§wa 
ajpd feehngs (imrilar to thofe which imh 
pelted them on the preceding evening td a 
^gne of mufics^ feftivity. ' TETxey frequent 
particular churches for the fake of " good 
preaching/' And by good preaching they 
intend not that faithful difplay and power- 
ful application of evangelical truth, whicfe . 
avyati^n the confeience and probe the heart:' 
. but elegance of language, harmonioufnc& 
of yoice, graccfulnefs of delivery, in the, 
firft place; and in the next placcj^ fmppth 
.precepts and . unmerited engouragenijcnts^ 
ititerfperfe4 with ipterefting addreffes to ihfi 
; (ot) E«sk. %tYm> 3,2. 

paflionR 
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|>affions. The ear U pleafed and the tafte 
is gratified; but like the auditors of 
Ezekiel, they hear the words of the 
preacher and do them not. 

What then are the difpofitions with which 
a Chriftian ought to iiflen to difcourfes 
from the pulpit ? How (hall he fo learn, 
that he may be able to attain unto the 
knowledge of the truth ? 
. Tht firft requifite is reverence for the 
Word of God. To explain and apply 
the Word of God is the objed of every fer* 
mon. To hear the Word of God explained 
and applied is the object of every ferious 
hearer. And prejiching is one of the means 
of grace and falvation ordained by the great 
JLord of the church. Attend then with de- 
vout regard to the miniftry of the Word. 
Confider that every dodtrine which the 
preacher unfolds, every command which he 
inculcates, every promife, every threaten- 
ing which he difplays before you, are 
avowedly delivered from the Bible. They 
are not the doftrines, the commands, the 
promifes, the threatenings, of the pre^chef; 

- but of God. And he who in any cafe de- 

;:Tpifes a rale of faith or of praa:ice:,:wh'fdh 
<the minifter truly declares to him fronlithe 

-•Bible, :dafptfe^ not manjhutGda."^ ^^ ^ '^ 



• In the next place, attend with a tdtefe- 
able mind/ Unlefs you are convetttdy faid 
pur Lord to his followers, and become as 
little children ; you Jloall not enter into the 
kingdo&f of heaven^ Humtte yourfelf in 
the hcufe of your Maker* Be prepared to 
teceive unwelcome truths \ truths which 
contradia your favourite opinions, or de- 
clare war againft your favourite pra6licd5; 
Away with all pride, all obftinacy, all 
prejudice. Bring every thought into capti- 
vity ta the obedience of Chrift ; andieceive 
with meeknefs the word which is able to 
favc your fouls. 

Thirdly ; Whatever be the truth which 
th^ pireacher delivers, apply it, as far as* itis 
applicable, to yourfelf. You are liftenitlg 
for yourfelf, not for your neighbour. Whe- 
llier this portion or that portion of the fer-i' 
indn be applicable to your neighbour^ is^ not 
your^ concern. Tbou art the man^ You 
afe the perfon to whom whatevet you hear 
,ifl-addreffed> Apply it to the benefit of 
fow jfouK But apply what you hear 
fatfly* ; Many perfons become moft )da»gc- 
fjQiia :fdifrdeceiver5, by applying/ partsr. of 
r^itoOB^ t» themfelves, and xnakingnQ fvich 
'}Ap^icttiwa of other ^arts. If in one part, 
for example^ the fermoo. fp4a]»lth<Bi}^*ft- 
/^^ :• - ^uage 
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gMgctrf* (sneotiragement to the true Chrii^ 
^aii) and enlarges on the 'blefied promifes 
iMured to' him; all this encouragement, 
iUtheie promifes, they inflantly apply td 
theftifelves. But to themfelTcs they di^ 
aot' apply other paflages of the difcourfe^ ia 
in4iich the marks of a true chriftian were 
defcribed; marks by which if they ha4 
oxamined tbeir principles and condud, 
they would perhaps haye difcemed thejn^t 
fdves not to be true Chriftians, and of courib 
fNpt entitled to the benefit of any encou^ 
xagement or promife. Or if the minifter 
difplays fome fcriptural example of the 
ineixy 6i God to a grievous offender; they 
fail not to aiTure themfelves that mercy will 
1» equally extended to them.' But they 
|Mud little regard to the prooifs of true re*- 
f«ntan(ic which the mitiiftesr had 4Mb di^ 
failed as manifefted by that o^^do: v ptooS^ 
jjirjiich .»pri; due inyeftigation they would 
lii^yis^diicov^red to bei waoti&g^ in theiQr 
icltc%ai]id. would confequtotly have be^ 
•?" fjonftraificd to perceive that irii thdiriexifting 
^tfHat of.heart they could have no reafon-^ 
'jrf>la hope of mercy; To. apply fermpot 
JllltJS partially, thus unwarrantaUy^. is hiit 
Jl^Jblind your: confcbncof aodb to^hiitdcg 

%'*"S^ " *■' ''■■ V*'^^ ■■■••* ^•■•f'cwrfthiyj 
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Fourthly ; Refled tha^ circumftanccs ^^ 
patently fmall and cafual feem not feldom to 
be feleded by Him,who can crufli the globa 
with an atom, to accomplilh momentous 
ends. To how m^y finners has an individual 
jTermon been made, as it were, the hinge dt 
converfion, the turning point betweea. life 
and death! Did you withhold your atten*- 
tion from^ the laft fermon at which you were 
pxefent? How know you but in that fermoU 
was contained an elucidation of fome impor-* 
tant dodrine which you mifconceive ; a 
fcriptural example of virtue moft need- 
ful for your inftrudkion ; a fcriptural de- 
nunciation of vengeance agaihft your own 
befetting iin ? Hoyv know you but that 
to the abfence of the chriftian armour 
which that difcourfe would have fupplied, 
your fall under recent temptations is to be 
attributed ? How know you but from the 
abfence of that armour, temptations evea 
now impending over your head will derive 
their principal ftrength ? But you have not 
merely precluded yourfelf from the advans* 
tage which you might have acquired. The 
neglect of that advantage is a iin for which 
you muft render an account to Godl. 
Every opportunity which he afford^ you of 
imbibing inftrudion in his holy teinple, is 4 
blefCug, ibr the improvement of which 709 
' 'Vol. IL C wiU 
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will f!and refponfible at the day of judg^er- 
ment. Beware left the preachiog of his 
word, ordained by Him for your eternal 
good, prove, through your wilful difregard, 
the caufc of an incrcafe of your cpadernnaT 
tion. ' 

' Fifthly ; Let your attention during the 
delivery of fermons, and, your fuhrequent; 
mcditatioris on their import, be accompa- 
nied with a fervent defire that the Spirit 
oiT' grace tAay incline youf foul unto know- 
hedge. Whoever may plant, whoever may 
water, It ig God who gireth the increafe* 
To him raife ybur heart in prayer thirough 
tile toediation of his Son Jefus. So fhall 
He enlighten you by his Holy Spirit to 
tftiderfland his law. So fhall he caufe the 
gbbd feed to take root in your bofom. Sc^ 
fliTaH he preferve you from the doom 
of' the tinfruitful hearer. So ihall he ren- 
dSf you a doer of the law, bringing forth 
fruit unto perfedion. 

^TTo conclude. TCake heed^ my brethreti, 
i>oiv ye hear. Look well to your hearts. 
Ijex. the motives which bring you to this 
pla^e be fuch as befit thofe who profefs to 
be'athirft for inftrudion and edification. Let 
ybtir dHigence in yielding faithful attention, 
and ybUr fincerity in applying to yourfelves 
the trutfeS Wtftch you, ktir; )i^tr fi^ch as 
^ ---^-^^ ■** ^ * become 
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become thofe who liften to the word of life. 
Who^ cricfd the pfophet Ifaiah, anticipating 
the rejedion of the preachers of th^ Gofpel 
by his countrymen; Who bath believed buf* 
report {n) ? ^ When Jefus Chrift jippeared^ 
and preached in their fynagoguei ; hoW feW 
in comparifon with the multitudes of hi» 
hearers were imprefled with durable coil-* 
vidion! If the Jews could fall of being 
converted by the preaching, of the Son of 
God; how eafily may you fail to profit by 
the preaching of his minifters ! Why did 
the Jews fail of converfion? The word 
preached did not profit them^ not being miiced 
with faith ^ with genuine operative faith, in 
them that beard it [p). Be not ye like unit 
them. If any dodrine declared to you 
from the pulpit appear hard and ftrange, da 
not haftily pronounce it erroneous and ua«» 
worthy of God. Have you never deteded 
yourfelf in ignorance? Have you never 
known yourfelf blinded by mifapprehen* 
fionand prejudice ? May it not be igno* 
^ ranee, or mifapprehenfion, or prejudice^ 
which prevents you from perceiving xht . 
dodrine to be true ? Sufpend your judge- 
, ment, until you fliall have confidered the 
fubjedt maturely and with impartiality. 

(w) Maiah, iiiL i. {o) Hebr. iT-.«^ ; 

Ca Coflfult 
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Confult your Bible deliberately at home^' 
Compare one part of Scripture with ano- 
ther. Why are the inhabitants of Berea 
honoured with a record of perpetual praife ? 
Becaufe when new dodrines were propofed 
to them, they fearched the Scriptures dili- 
gently to learn whether thofe things were 
fp. The fearch was not in vain. They dif- 
covered that the do£lrines were undeniably 
the dodrines of the Word of God. Imitate 
Vliefe wife men in their zeal : follow them 
in the track which they purfued in quell 
of truth. If the.refult of your examina- 
tion leaves your doubts unrefolved ;'have 
jAdu not friends equally intelligent and 
pious, with whom you may difcufs them ? 
Have you not minifters of religioji impel- 
led, let us truft, by inclination no lefs than 
by duty, privately to confirm your faith by 
fpiritual inftru<3:ion and counfel ? Finally ; 
tupplicate day by day your Almighty Fa- 
ther for grace habitually to exemplify in the 
hufy fcenes of life the efficacy of the in- 
llrudtion to which you liftened on the Sab-. 
i)ath. In your prayers forget not your mi- 
jiifters. Intercede for them, and in that inter- 
ceffion you intercede for yourfelves, that 
utterance may be given unto them that they 
may open their mouth boldly to make known 

the 
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the myftery of the Gofpel, thak therein they 
may fpeak boldly, as they ought to fpeak (/). 
What is our united fupplicatipn ? " Make, 
" we befeech thee, O Almighty God, all 
** bifhops and paftors diligently to .preach 
" thy holy word, and the people obe- 
** diently to follow the fame. Grant that 
*^ the minifters and ftewards of thy myfle- 
" ries may prepare and make ready thy 
" way, Ijy turning the hearts of the difol^e- 
*^ dient to the wifdom of the juft. Grant 
"unto us all that we, being called by thy 
*^ holy word, may forthwith give up ouf- 
** felves obediently to fulfil thy holy com- 
" mandments, through Jefus Chrift oijf 

if) Ephef. yL iq, 2o# 
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SERMON II. 

Oq Believers and Unbelievers. 



ACTS, xxviii. 24. 

^nd fome believed the Things which were 
fpoken; and fome believed not. 

CT. Paul, delivered by his falfe accufcra 
in Judea into the hands of the Romaa, 
governor, perceived that no profpeft of 
prcferving Jiijs life r^mainedjbut by an appeal 
linto Caefar. Jlxercifmg therefore the right 
of a Roman citizen, he demanded to be 
fent to the Emperor, that by him the caufe 
might be examined and decided. He w§s 
accordingly conveyed, as a prifoner, to 
Jlome. His firft care, on his arrival in 
that city, was to aflemble his countrymen^ 
the Tews: to fatisfy them, that he had 
never purppfed, in appealing unto Ca^far, 
to exhibit any complaint againft the Jewilh 
nation; and diftinftly to fet before then^ 
l^at faith ip Tef\;}5 of Najarcth, the promifed 

S^yioyr, 
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Saviour, for which he was an ambaflador 
in bonds. His countrymen replied, that 
no charge againft himfelf had reached their' 
ears; that they had received but imper* 
fed accounts concerning the dodtrine which 
heprofeffed; that they knew it, however,* 
to be univerfally fpoken againft ; and that 
they were defirous of hearing a full ftate- 
ment of his opinions. A day was appointed. 
Numbers came to his abode. Earneft for 
thciJP converfion, and zealous for the 
glory of his Mafter, he expounded to them 
the Scriptures, and tejlified the kingdom of 
Gody perfuading them concerning Jefus^ both 
but of the law ofMofes^ and out of the prg^ 
phets^ from morning till evening. Wha| 
was the effefl: of Jhis labour? Some believed 
the Things which were fpoken ; iandfome be^ 
iieved not. Some believed : Why ? ^ Thtf, ' 
cbiild not refift the power and wifdom witH 
which he Ipoke. They were Villing ,tq 
liften to the truth; therefore their preju* 
dices yielded. They turned their eyes ta 
theJight; therefore the light fhone not in 
vain. They difcerned in Jefus of Nazarcta 
thj9^ undeniable characters of that Meffiahi 
to vyhom the Law and the Prophets bare 
witnefs : they difcerned them with joy 
«iiJ,Jthankfulnefs J therefore they glorified 

C4 God 
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God by faith in his beloved fon. Some 
believed not: Why? -Becaufe they were 
exadtly fuch men as the foreknowledge of 
the Holy Ghoft had defcribed by the 
mouth of Ifaiah. Their heart was waxed 
grofft, and their ears were dull of hearing, 
and their eyes they had clofed ; left they 
fhould fee with their eyes, and hear with 
their ears, and be converted, and God 
£hould heal them. Their heart, fixed upon 
ceremonial ordinances and worldly purfuits, 
was averfe to fpiritual religion, humility, 
and holinefs. Their ear gave no attentioa 
to doflrines which contradided their pre-. 
pofTeffipns, and proclaimed the iniquity of 
the felf-righteous. Their eyes they wil* 
fully fhut againft that light from above, by 
which * ignorance was detedled, and guilt 
expofed. Therefore it was that Mofes 
abd the prophets teftified before them, and 
produced not con virion. Therefore it was, 
that hearing they heard, and did not uijder- 
ftand J and feeing they faw, and did not per- 
ceive. Therefore it was, that they withftood 
the evidence of the Gofpel. Therefore it 
was, that they would not be converted and 
healed • Therefore it was, that they would 
aot accept the f^vation of God, 
' ^ How 
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' How ftands the cafe with tefped 0> 
Chriftiatia ? To them univerfally is the Re-^ * 
velation of Jefus Chrift addreffeA ^T^ 
them Mofes and the prophets, aitid all ttaf '^ 
infpifed writers of the New Teftament,'* 
deliver their teftimony concerning the R^-:" 
deemer of mankind. To them the Sah* 
bsith, as well as many an intervening day/- 
opens the houfes of God, that, after hum^' 
ble fnppHcation and fincere thankfgivirtgi^ 
they may hear the words of eternal life: 
To them, the minifters of religion ceafetioc 
to dife<a appropriate inftrudtion ; tesife not 
' to unfold the whole counfel of God j W 
unveil the radical corruption of humaiit 
nature; to make manifeft the power, the deMf 
creitfttlnefs, and the confequeoces of fin j to 
difplay the grand doctrines of redemptitm 
and fanftification ; to explain and enforce 
the precepts, admonitions, and exhort** 
tions of Holy Writ ; * to animate the righ* 
teous by the examples of faints of antieitt 
days; to ahrm the guilty by the fate ctf 
jformer rebels againft the Moft High j to 
ftrengthen' the feeble, to confiriji the w»>- 
vering, to convince the gainfayer, to cooi* 
ibrt the afflided, to inftil caution into the 
rafb, humility into the prefumptuous. The 
«* ' - minifter* 
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gMgctrf* jsnCOtiragement to the true Chrir^i 
^aii) and enlarges on the 'blefied promifes 
iwui^d to* him; all this encouragement, 
iUthefe promifes, they inflantly apply to 
Hicflafelves. But to themfelvcs they dic^ 
aot; apply other paflages of the difcourfe, ia 
in4iich the marks of a true chriftiaa wer« 
deicribed; marks by which if they ha4 
oxamined their principles and condu£t| 
they would perhaps haye difcemed thein<r 
fdvea not to be true Chriftians, and of courfa 
fNpt entitled to the benefit of any encou<<> 
£§igement or promife. Or if the minifter 
difplays fome fcriptural example of the 
ineixy <Jf God to a grievous offender; they 
.fail not to aiTure themfelves that mercy will 
^equally extended to them.* But they 
|Mud little regard to the proofs of true ret 
fjeflit.anw which the mitiiftesr had Mo .^ 
failed as manifefted by that ofl^nda:^ ^rodf^ 
jwjiich .toii; due iayeftigation they would 
liUverdifcov^red to bei wafttkig^ in theuir 
'fcltcasi and. would confequ^ntly hair« be^ 
tJonftraificd to perceive that iri thj^rjexiftin^ 
£t9!Bt of:heart they eould have Ho reafon^f 
'jrf>la hope of mercy. To. apply* fermpot 
JllltJS partially, thus unwanaantaUy^. is hiit 
Jl^Jbliiul your: confcknce aod^ to haitdc< 
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Fourthly ; Refled tha^ circumftanccs 9J^ 
patently fmall and cafual feem not feldom to 
be feleded by Him,who can crufli the globe 
with an atom, to accomplifh momentous 
ends. To how m^y finners has an individual 
iermon been made, as it were, the hinge q£ 
converfion, the turning point betweea. life 
and death ! Did you withhold your atten- 
tion from the laft fcrmon at which you were 
pxefent? How know you but in that fermoU 
was contained an elucidation of fome impor* 
tant dodrine which you mifconceive ; a 
fcriptural example of virtue moft need- 
ful for your inftrudkion ; a fcriptural de- 
nunciation of vengeance againft your own 
befetting fin ? Hoyv know you but that 
to the abfence of the chriftian armour 
which that difcourfe would have fupplied, 
your fall under recent temptations is to be 
attributed? How know you but from the 
abfence of that armour, temptations evea 
now impending over your head will derive 
their principal ftrength ? But you have not 
merely precluded yourfelf from the advan- 
tage which you might have acquired. The 
neglect of that advantage is a fin for which 
you muft render an account to God. 
Every opportunity which he afford^ you of 
imbibing inftrudion in his holy temple, is 4 
blefCugy fox the improvement of which yoi) 
''Voi.IL C wiU 
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^fiy ..become even more finful and dan* 
ggrous -than open unbelief. To fin againft 
jj&QOwledge may be, under poffible circum- 
jOUnces, more flagitious than to offend 
through wilful ignorance. Not to believe in 
4Cknil may fometimes be owing chiefly to 
guilty unconcern. To believe that he came 
from God, and defpife his commandments, 
^ufi be, in the language of the Pfalmift, 
ibe great offence^ muft ht prejumptuous Jin. 
.Why are the Gentiles pronounced to have 
been Atheifts, without God in the world "^ f 
J5ecaufe though they knew God, they glo- 
rified him not as God. He is the word 
Vpf Atheifts, who acknowledges that there 
\}S^;a God, and will not obey him. He who 
jppiwardly confeflfes Chrift, and practically 
4^i€S Him, . may be the worft of unbe* 
.lievers^ 

,.. Confidcr the charaderiftic features of 
rth^ two claflTes, iato which the multitudes to 
,w:hom the gofpel is now preached are di- 
jvided. Some believe the things which arc 
fpoken, and fome believe them not^ 

: I. Advert primarily to thofe who believe. 

■'^ When you caft your eyes upon the maii 

^FprofeflTed Chriftians, you obferve among 

-c:: . '■ • • 

them 

-vr.ia. 
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them a fct of men manifeftly feparated idjl 
diftinguiflied from the crowd/ You feip 
them feparated from the pollutions by 
which they are furrounded j and diftin- 
guiflied by views and principles different 
from thofe which govern the world thstt 
lieth in wickednefs. Thefe are they which 
believe. Approach them more nearly,^ and 
examine them clofely, Infpe<3: their coh- 
du£t ; contemplate their objeSs ; invefti- 
gate their motives. What is the refult of 
your obfervation and inquiry? You per^ 
ceive thefe perfons more aiSduous than 
others in frequenting public worfliip ; not 
Hke others,* glad to catch at excufes, and to 
fabricate pretences for being abfent; but 
contriving leifure, and fubmitting to world- 
ly inconvenience, and even lofs, that their 
attendance on the Houfe of God may not 
be interrupted. You perceive them fcru- 
puloufly regular in prefenting themfelves at 
the facramental table. You perceive them 
dedicating thofe parts of the fabbath, which 
are unoccupied by public devotion, not to 
idlenefs, not to trifles, not. to theadjuft- 
ment of domeftic concerns, but to pious 
.meditation, to religious reading, to edify- 
ing difcourfe, to works of mercy ; not crib- 
bing off corners and portions Tor fecular 
' *"' employ- 
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employments ; not fluctuating with an 
internal ftruggle between confcience and 
Mammon; not weary and impatient like 
the Jews, who turned again and agiain thefr 
eyts to the dial, and exclaimed, " When 
^^ill the Sabbath be gone^ that we may Jet 
^ forth wheat "^f not purloining the aftfct^ 
noon for feftivities of the table ; nor, trti- 
der the fcanty femblance of devotion, pro- 
luting the evening to mufical recreation ; 
but fdthfully conceding the whole period 
rf faered reft to fuch occupations as befit 
the day which God has hallowed unto him- 
fclf ; fuch occupations as comport with 
a fecial preparation for eternity ; fuch oc- 
cupations as are confiftent with the tran- 
quillity, leifiire, and edification of their 
houfeholds ; fuch occupations as are ad- 
apted to caufe the day to be a bleffing to 
their fouls* In the midft of this their 
chriftian ftridnefs, you behold no bften- 
tation, no fupcrftition, no fournefs, no 
gloom. You fee fomething in their manner 
and deportment which fRews that this fer- 
Tice is not a matter of form, but that it 
xomes from the heart: that the man 
does not render it by conftraint, but 
th^kt he would be unhappy if he did not 

* Ainois, Viii. 5. 

render 
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rcnderit* You daily perceive tbcm in piiib 
vate cultivating an intercourfe whh Qod ill 
prayer : and by devout ftady and fub£t« 
qucnt refleftion^ gaining more and dbope 
knowledge of the divine will, and ci the 
method of falvatioa. In the common deal- 
ings of life, you fee them bringing religion 
into pra<9:ice ; confipientioufly making it 
their ohjeft to be upright, punffcual, mo- 
derate, a;id Irenevolent in all their tranfac- 
tions I pisrfuing their vrordly callings with 
diligeacei but purfuingjthcm tDn Chriftian 
principles, and with Ghriftian compofure j 
not Jlotbful in hujinejs'^ yet in their bufinefs, 
and by their bufmefs, ferving the Lord} 
not elated by fuccefs, not repinir^ under 
difappoiatment ; not grafping, not avari- 
cious,, not Mtvious, not full of care, hut 
ftrividy talmly and fteadily to perform 
their duty^ and cheerfully leaving the event 
in the hands of God. In their families 
jrou behold them quiet, confideratCj affec- 
tionate,, p^tetns of kind tempers, aboundr 
ing in kiiad a^Sions y fetting their faces 
againfl; folly, againft vanity, againft the 
aj^eara^ce of evil ; againft pernicious cu{^ 
toms, ha:V?ever popular, however widely 
diffufed J and taking pains day hy day to 
train their ho«ifehold iQ the nurture and 

admoni- 
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iiftmoQittori of the Lord, Univcrfally you 
'^eem tfcat their dcfire is to do all to the 
gldy 6f God^ that God may in all things 
be glorified through Jefus Chrift ; to cru- 
cify the flefh with its affe£tions and lufts ; 
to feek not their own things, but the 
things which are Jefus Chrift's; to live 
not unto themfelves, but unto' Chrift who 
died for them ; to adorn the dodtrine of 
Gckl their Saviour in all things, and to 
omit no means and opportunities which 
can difcreetly be embraced of ftriving t6 
attraft others to the Jcnowledge and hove of 
genuine religion. When they converfe in 
the retired circle of their friends on fact ed 
fubjefts ; you read, in their countenances 
the intereft which pervades the heart. You 
behold them labouring to grow in grace: 
not'ftationary in religion, but making a 
JjTOgrefs; laying up more and more tfea- 
fure in heaven ; preffing forward towards 
the mark ; advancing onward towards per- 
fcaion. For thefe men are not perfect : 
they are ftill frail and fmful. You behold 
among them many humbling inftances 6f 
infirmity, many fins of furprife, many 
proofs of the power of temptation, many 
tokens and effeds of inherent corruption. 
^£u)^ t^ey do not allow themfelves in ;iin : 

they 
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They abhor it; they fight agaiaft it j they 
fiifier it not to o^in the domimon over 
:tiiem; they oppofe it in the armour of 
God, in the ftrength of his grace; they 
bitterly repent when they have fallen into 
UanfgrelSon : they fervently fue for par- 
don through, the great atonement; they 
, 4<Qrivc from their fall additional motives to 
.{elf-abafement, watchfulnefs, and prayer. 
Why is it that this clafs of profefled Chrif- 
tiax)is e:$^mplify the pidure which has been 
drawn ? Why is it that they are real ChriC* 
;tains ? Pecaufe they have believed. Why 
i^ it that they have believed ? Becaufe they 
.h^ve inclined their ear unto the things 
\yhich wjere fpoken. They have not re- 
fi%d the Holy Ghoft. They have bowed 
tp th,e influence of divine grace. Therefore 
God hath taken away the heart of ftone, 
4^n4 glv?ja to them a heart of flefh ; a heart 
ipftcned^ purified, and fandified ; a he^rt 
iteglete with, fpiritual underftanding, and 
fgtiiitjial ^efires. Therefore they are con- 
, yerted from darknefs to light. Therefore 
^dod batJh healed them. 

, JL Let , us turn our thoughts to thofe 
ffhobejieye not. ^ - 

y-'NOL.ll. '--■■' D I mean 
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I mean not now to direft your atteiw 
tlon to avowed infidels. 1 fpeak of perfoh* 
who pro£Q(B to know Chrift^ to believe itt: 
Ghrift, but by their works deny him. Even 
of thefe men a minute defcription is not 
neceffary. They are in all .points the re- 
verfe of thofe who believe. Their attend- 
ance oh the public fervice of God, and on 
the othe^ outward ordinances^ of Chrifti- 
anity is uncwtain, languid, and formal: 
The Sabbath is a burden to them ; and 
they are happy when the clofe.of it rcleafes 
them from their conftrained abftinence, if 
indeed they have pradifed abftinence, from 
worldly occupations. The Bible refts on 
their fhelves : or the perufal of it is re- 
garded as a tafk, and is performed heavily, 
mechanically, fuperficially. Private prayer, 
if not negledted, is wearifome and lifelefs. 
Follow them through the daily occurrences 
of adive employment, and you difcern no 
traces of a religious fpirit* You fee them 
felfifh, overbearing, fenfual, contentious, 
worldly-minded. God is not in their 
thoughts. His name may fupply the tongue 
with unhallowed exclamations : but his 
fear is foreign to the heart. They think not 
of their baptifmal vow. They renounce not 

the 
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the devil and all his works,, the pomps and 
vanities ,of this wicked world, and all thc^ 
finful lufts of the flefh. They leave not all 
to follow Chrift : un fadt, they leave little 
for the fake of following him. Each indi- 
vidual referves the indulgence of his fa- 
vourite propenfity, One is profane, an- 
other unchafte, a third envious, ^ fourth 
diflioneft, a fifth intemperate, a fixth co-* 
vetous. Some unite fever al of thefe ha- 
bits of wickednefs. In their domeftic rela- 
tions they are harfh, capricious, uninftruc-* 
tive; eager in every fcheme or purpofe 
conneSied with intereft, or with pleafure % 
lukewarm or indifferent in all the concerns 
of religion Sin they reprefent as venial^ 
becaufe natural ; or as of little moment, be- 
caufe God is merciful ; or* as fufficiently 
compenfated by fome attendant good ac- 
tions or amiable qualities ; or as certain of 
forgivenefs, if not extremely heinous, be- 
caufe Ghrift has made an atonement. The 
comprehenfive outlines of a general picture 
cannot in eveiy point follow the variety of 
individual countenances. But in prominent 
features all the individuals of the clafs in 
view juftify this reprefentation. Why is 
it that they juftify it ? Becaufe they believe 
aot. Why is it that they do not believe ? 
D 2 Becaufe 
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Becaufe by carnal gratification their heart isf 
waxed grofs ; becaufe by wilful inattention 
their ears have become dull of hearing; be- 
caufe through averfion to the light their eyes 
they have clofed. They are habitually un- 
holy in their inclinations and purpofes ; and 
therefore have no real faith. They are the 
willing fervants of fin ; and therefore belong 
not to God. They are Chriftians only in 
name; and therefore are not Chriftians, 

Tlo which of the two clafles does each of 
us belong ? This is a queftion to which our 
own bofoms, if we fairly examine/ them, 
will fcarcely fail to give a true reply. Let 
mc feparately addrefs to perfons of each 
clafs fome few words of admonition. 

If on fearching your hearts, under a deep 
cpnviftion of the frequency and the ex- 
treme danger of felf-deception, you receive 
the anfwerof a good confcience towards 
God, \yitnefEng the fincerity of your faith y 
be filled with gratitude to the Author of 
every good gift, by whom // // given untQ 
you^ as unto the Philippians, to believe on 
Jefus Chrift [d). Thanks be to Qod^^n^ 
claimed St. Paul,, for his unfpeakable gift {e). 
Was this language merely the language of 
bis lips I It was the language of his a^ons ; 
Xd) Philipp. i. 29. {c) a Cor, w. 1$. 

the 
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the language of his love, of his zeal, of his 
patient endurance, of his unceafing toil, 
of his multiplied fufFerings, of his trium- 
phant death. Conftrained by the love of 
Chrift, he lived unto Chrift. Live ye unto 
Chrift, who has died for you alfo. Give all 
diligenbe to make your calling and eledliort 
fute. Refleft what numbers^ have been 
found in all ages of the Chriftian Church, 
who, after they had walked for a time in 
the ways of righteoufnefs, have returned 
lihto the world which they had abandoned^ 
have become the flaves of fin which they 
had renounced. Demas^ faith St. Paul, 
hath forfaktn me^ having loved this prefent 
world [f). That Demas, who had bceh 
the companionjof the Apoftle in his pilgrim- 
age and his miniftry, forfook him. How 
many has the love of the world, the love of 
eafe, the love of gain, the love of power, 
the love of human praife, perfuaded, like 
Demas, to turnt heir backs upon Chrift ! 
Refleft on the peril attendant on every ftep, 
when, ceafing to climb the path which 
points towards heaven, the unhappy vidlim 
of temptation turns down the fteep which 
leads to deftrudion ! Refleft on the dctVi- 
pient to the general interefts of religion, 

(/ ) 2 Tim. iv. 10. 
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the fcandal to the Chriftian name, the diC 
couragement of the pious, the exulting 
feoffs of the wicked, occafioned by the fall 
of thofewhohave been confidered as eftab- 
llflied examples of the faith ! Be not high- 
minded, but fear. Let him that thinketh 
he ftandeth, take heed left he fall. Look 
bacic on the numberlefs inftances of trant- 
.greffion which your lives have exhibited 
fince you have profeffed to be followers 
in earncft of Jefus Chrift. Look back on 
the inftances, equally furpaffing number, of 
wafted opportunities, of negleded duty. 
Call to mind your coldnefs in prayer, your 
languid application to religious ftudy, your 
leaning to the world, your pronenefs to 
give way to enfnaring cuftoms, your un- 
chaftifed tempers, your fecret and befetting 
fins. Whatever may have been your Chrit- 
tian progrefs ; do you not even yet difco- 
ver within your heart fo much of the 
power dt evil, that you have reafon daily 
to fhudder left you fhould be altogether 
overcome? If you have hope that you are 
a fervant of Chrift j rejoice in your hope ; 
but rejoice with trembling. Diftruft your- 
felf ; rely wholly upon God : pray without 
ceafing : be not weary of well-doing : and 
you ihall be ftrcn^thcncd and upheld by alU 

fufiici^Qt 



fofficient grace. This is the vi&ory wbicb 
evercometh the worlds ev^n your Jaith [g). 

If there are thofe aniong you. who prac- 
tically believe not ; let .them mark the ftjtl 
enormity of their guilt. Wo unto thee ^ Chop- 
ravsin^ faid our Lord; Wo unto thee Beth/aidaJ 
For if the mighty nvorks which ^ere done in 
•you had been done in Tyre, and $idon^ they 
"Would have repented long ago infackcloth an^ 
(a/bes^ I fay unto you it fhall he more tolera^ 
'hie for Tyre and Sidon at the day ofjudge-^ 
ment ibafiforyou {b\. In this denunciation 
of our bleflcd Savidur, read his warning to 
yourfelves. To you tlje things of eternal 
-life, though you believe them not, have 
•beenfpofceni To you, though you reject 
them, they, have .been unremittingly de- 
"Clared. ' To you> though you have clofed 
ryour cyes^ they hate been di%lay.ed in the 
icripturei. To you, though you have fliut 
your ears, they have been unrgojiittingly 
:procl^med by the minifters of tm Gofpel. 
^o you God has offered the mercy, though 
-you have thruft it away, of being; con- 
Tftted. and heajed. How many unin- 
•ftrudcd Heathens, lying like Tyre and 
€iidon of old, in darknefs and the fliadow of 
ideath, would long ago have glorified God 

(^) I Jolm* ▼. 4. (i) Ma^li. xi. 2 1, 1%, 
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by Tfeple^tante in fackdoth and a(he«, if the 
ligbt ' of ; diirtne truth, which has beea » 
poured upon you in vain, had been vouchia>- 
fed iinto tfa€fi% ! How many idokters would , : 
have broken add burned their images;:, 
while you have cherifhed the idols of your - 
heart f How*many favages would have xe»': 
linquifhed their crUel and abominable prac^: 
tices ; while you have ftrengthened your- 
felfin your wickednefs ! How many would 
have turned unto God, while you have 
denied him ! How many would have laid 
down their lives for the faith of Chrift ; 
while you have crucified the Son of God 
afrefli, and trodden under foot, as an un<- 
holy thing, the blood of the covenant where- 
with you were fanftified ! How . many 
would have welcomed the regenerating in- ^ 
fluence of the Holy Ghoft; while you 
have hardened your hearts, and done deC^ 
pite notD the Spirit of grace! They 
who h^ fmned without the Gofpcl 
Ihall be judged without the Gofpel ; they 
fhall be judged according to the difpenfa- 
tion under which they were placed. But 
if we fm wilfully, after that we have re- 
ceived the knowledge of the truth ; if with 
the unclouded blaze of evangelical light 
l^fore us we perfift in the paths of dark- ^ 

nefs; 
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nefs; there remaineth no more facufic^ fpi^ . 
fin; but a certain fearful looking for of 
ju<%ement and fiery indignation. There«« ^ 
fore ihall it be more tolerable, i( you perfift. ^ 
in refufing to believe and obey the things 
which have been fpoken; therefore (hall it^ 
be more tolerable at the day of judgement^' 
^x the idolatrous Heathen than for you. 
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SERMON III. 

On Proncnefs to difparage Religiotis 
Charaders. 



LuKE,,v4i. 31. 

And the Lord fat d ; Whereunto then Jball I 
liken the Men of this Generation ? , 

TNthe education of youth, parental wifdom 
and kindnefs difplay themfelves, not only 
by the aptnefs, but by the diverfity of the 
means feleded for the accomplifhment of 
the purpofe in view. It is not merely 
that the father places at diftind periods be- 
fore his child opportunities and fubjeds 
of infti^jdion feverally fitted to the progref- 
five growth and expanfion of the mind. 
He ftudies the charafter of his offspring, 
and labours to provide inftrudlors fpecially 
fitted for the correQion of its defeds. If 
the appointed preceptors have expended, 
and expended without adequate fruit, the 
exertion from which, in confequence of their 
talents and demeanour, a fuccefsful refult 

might 
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might reafonably have -been anticipated; 
the father looks around for others, if not 
more able than the former^ yet fo far differ- 
ing from them in peculiarity of difpofition 
and deportment as to be adapted to makc^ 
under exifting circumftances, aa impref- 
fion on the underftanding and the heart. 
If the floth and perverfenefs of the pupil 
obftinatcly refiift, neither fubdued by prin- 
ciple, nor fliaken igr argument, nor awed 
hy ftriiSnefs, nor won by conciliation ; the 
ends of his education are defeated ; but let 
him^ot charge his ruin on his parent. 

The Lord of earth and heaven permits 
men to call Him Father. IJe deals with 
them as his children. In the fucceffive 
difpenfations by which he revealed himfelf 
to Adam, to Noah, to Abraham, to the 
people of Ifrael, he adapted his communi- 
cations to the aftual ftateof the human race. 
In his fuperintending intercourfe with the 
twelve rebellious tribes, we behold him 
ifending forth meffengers diftinguiflied from 
tach other, and recommended to the peo- 
ple, by every leading variety of qualification 
foited to command or to allure attention. 
' The fublimity of Ifaiah, the fimplicity of 
Haggai, the vehemence of Ezekiel, the 
pathos of Jeremiah, the fententious abrupt- 

nef$ 
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riefs of Hofea, the allegorical imagery of 
Joel, arc equally employed to convey the 
voice of the Moll High, to awaken the 
confcience of regardlefs and apoftate man. 
Hear^ ,0 Heavens! Give ear^ Earth! 
What could have been done more to my vine-^ 
yard that I have not done in it ? 

In an earlier part of the chapter to which 
the text has guided our thoughts, our Sa^ 
' viour had enlarged in the higheft terms of 
* commendation concerning the character of 
John the Baptift : and at the fame time had 
reminded the Jews, that the moft fignal of 
the marks of honour by which John had 
been diftinguiflied from above was his qomr- 
mifiion to prepare the way of the Mefliah, 
His difcourfe he concluded with the follows 
iiig expoftulation. 

Whereunto then Jhall I liken the men of' 
this generation f And to what are they likef ' 
They are like unto children fitting in the 
market-place^ and calling one to another y-atid 
faying^ We have piped unto you^ and ye have 
not danced: we have mourned unto you and 
ye^ have not %vept. For John the Baptiji 
came neither gating bread nor drinking 
v^lne : and ye fay^ " He hatk a DeyilP 
Ithe Son of man is come eating and drinking : 
^ndyefay^ " Behold a gluttonous man, dnd^ a 
' • •" 8 " winebibber^ 



•* wlnebibbery a friend of publicans ani 
^^fnnersr But wtfdom isjujiifiedofallh^r 
children. 

I defign, in the firft place, to explain this 
paflage, and afterwards to apply it to our 
own improvement. 

1. Wbereunto Jball I liken the men of this 
generation? And to what are they like?. 
It was the cuftom of pur Lord to exem- 
plify his meaning, and to render his inftruc- 
tions impreffivc, by pertinent and familiar 
cpmparifons. He now reprefented himfelf 
as in purfuit of a fimilitude proper to illuf- 
trate the cohduft of the Jews, Imme- 
diately he produces an exa<3: refemblance. 
^bef men of this generation are like unto chiU 
dr en fitting in the market-place^ and calling 
one to the other ^ and faying ; We have piped 
unto you^ and ye have not danced: we have 
mourned to you^ and ye have not wept. As 
though he had faid : " Have you never ob- 
" ferved in the flreets diflati|fied and pbfti- 
** nate children fetting themfelves againft 
•* the idea of being pleafed by their 
•* playmates, and turning their backs on 
" every fport propofed to them ? When 
" their companions offered fome mirthful 
** amufement j have you not feen the 

** others 
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^ others fullienly rcfufing to join in it ? 
" And when to engage their fancies and 
" meet their humours, the fiditious repre- 
" fentation of fome forrowful circumftance 
** was begun ; haVe you not marked the 
" unconquerable perverfenefs with which 
" they withheld their attention ? Thus dit- 
•* fatisfied, thus obftinate, thus uncbnquer- 
•* ably pcrverfe, have you proved your- 
" felves in your proceedings with refpefk to 
" John the Baptift and myfelf. God, foil- 
*' citous that you fliould be converted and 
*^ live, has prefled up6r( your acceptance 
*' the only method of falvation, falvation 
*' through my blood, the blood of the Lamb 
" of God which taketh away the fins of 
*> the world, by two meflengers, widely 
^' differing each from the other in appear- 
*' ance and in habits of life. John the Bap^ 
*' tiji came neither eating bread^ nor drinking 
** ijoine. He came not rn foft clothing, and 
"living delicately. He difclaimed not 
** merely regal manfions, but the cuftomary 
*' abodes of men. His raiment was fack« 
^^ cloth, of camels^ hair: his meat locufts and 
5' wild honey: from his birth he tafted not 
" wine nor ftrong drink. His dwelling 
^* was in the wildernefs : and in the wilder- 
*' pefs he fliewed himfelf to Ifrael under 

** the 



^ the a\ifte«e' fi^mbUnc:^: Qlf^fiRjah.' li^yr 
** wereyaurio^^ffedTby: bi$- folcinn rde*^ 
'^ meanour^ Ijiis, abftrai^iQUti^pin .the w^^^dy 
^^ his unbeadipg felf-«4&aij4 ^ . fJadei;^, laH* 
^t thefe Cihara^AnfticQi^l(si^d yq|ii;^kaow<'' 
" ledge; the pxeacher (^ J^epentaace ?. Ye 
" faid, J& bath a Devil* •• You cxclaimdd^ 
^ He is mad : he reoounccs the commoa 
** comfbrits of life: he k a morofe and fu- 
** pcrftitiou^ fatiatic^ He is, under the de- 
" luding. power of an evil spirit. Let hin» 
*' preach to -the defert : regard him. not. 
"Then came the Son of Man eating and 
^^ drinking. Then beg^n I, my miniftrj 
*' ajnong you : then proclaimed I grace 
^' and life eternal. As the meffenger and 
*' the author of peace and joy and endur^ 
^^ ing happinefs, I have fhunned all tokens 
" of aufterity. I have adopted no pecu- 
" liarity of apparel. I have frequented 
" your cities. I have not refufed invita- 
" tions to your houfes. I have gratefully 
" accepted and temperately ufed the ordi- 
" ftary. gifts of God. I have ftudied not 
" tolhock your prejudices by unneceflary 
*' rigour. I have endeavoured that my 
" private deportment as well as my public 
*' preaching fhould conciliate you to faith 
" and.holinefs. What has been the confe- 

" qucnce ? 
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•*. quence ? How have you receiTed mt f 
^ Behold a gluttqnous man and a winebibbir ;' 
•* a friend of publicans and Jinners. Thoftf 
^ very circumftaoees in my condodl which 
** were calculated for the purpofc of win<^ 
^^ ning your regard, and difFufing inftnic^ 
" tion with greater efficacy, you hayc 
^ twilled into pretexts for calumny, a&d 
** urge as reafons for denying cde to be ifae 
** Meffiah. This Jefus of Nazareth, you- 
^^ exclaim, maintains not that ftridtnefs of 
^^ manners, that fevere fandity of conduA,^ 
" which become a prophet, and are indif-* 
^ penfable in one who announces himfelf 
"as more than a prophet. He is a fre- 
*^ quenter of feafts, and from motives, we 
•* doubt not, of fenfuality. The man is a 
" finner, and a companion of fmners ; an 
" aflbciate even of the unhallowed publicans^ 
" whom every Ifraelite of common piety 
" abhors, whom the Son of God would in-- 
" ftantaneoufly drive from his prefence. 
•^ Thus ye revile and reje£t my forerunner 
*' and myfelf. From oppofite proceedings 
** you equally deduce pretences for flandeTy 
"and excufes for hardnefs of heart. No- 
" meflenger can be acceptable to thofe, who ■ 
•* are determined tq fhut^ their, ears to the 
^VmeiTage, No. preacher can rendecjeli- 
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^^ ^a ^piading to meh who WiHxiH^ aban* 
** donTii»mfelV«tbthit|)ttWeToffi^^ . fiut . 
«< does your refuf«l te *ekrlbiii kAd obey 
*^flfiricft' Ae tiiath ^^knik ddfikrihes arid de- 
.*• mnttchftidhs ? ' Wbtt -\i ybu do not be- 
«lii«*? Shall ydtir tmbielief make the faith 
** of God of hbri^'eftea? No. Wifdom is 
^^jujlijlitj vf her children. Th%y whd 
** labotir to prepare their hearts for the re- 
•• ceptibn ttf rcligiota, fliall glorify rcllgiont 
•* Salvation through a crucified Redeemeri 
** Whi^h to your pride is a ftiimbling block^ 
"and to the pride ojf others fhall appear 
V fobliliinefs J (hall be welcomed by the 
** .humble aiid contrite as the power of God 
** and the wifdom of God. They who 
" are wiUitlg to hifearkein with the teichable 1 
«* fpirlt of childreh to the inftruaion of/ 
** heavenly wifdom, and with tiie affcTc- 
^^t^pnate eameftnefs of 'children fhall con^ 
•• form their ways to her comniands j they 
*^ (hall adore the letigth and breadth and 
*^ depth and height 9f the unfcarchable riches 
"of Chriftt they fliall juftify the ways of 
*'thdr heavenly Father, who, while he 
^^ hideth his counfels from thofe who in 
"w their bwn fight arc wife and prudent, 
*• levealeth them unto babefc** 
.Vol.il ^E ILHow 
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, • IL How fhall 'W^ ^ppb^ to otnr ecUfi-^ 
cation the leflbas wfjiiich this portiofujof 
holy Scriptui;c5<^onvey6 ? ^ 

Firft : Let u$ coa^d§r it as a tery unfa<« 
vourable fy mptom of the i^ate of our beartft^ 
if we difcover in ourfelves a propenilty;ito 
cavil at religion ; and tp impute blam^. to 
thofe perfons, whether minifters of the Grof- 
pel, or individuals amppg the laity, who by 
holinefs of life and converfation, confpicu* 
bufly demonftrate tJiQ power of faith. Since 
the day when Chriftianity was promulgated, 
to raife falfe accufations againft the fervants 
of God has beeil a diftinguifhing feature In 
the condudt of the wicked. Some of the 
cilumnies diiJeminated by the Jews againft 
John the BaptiffVnd againft our Lord have 
recently bfeen produced. From other paf- 
iagcs in the Gofpels we leaiti that the ene- 
mies of Chrift felled every fpecious occa- 
iion of Idading him with opprobrious 
names and ^imputations; of reiirefenting 
him as an irhpdftof, as a mo Vet of fcdition, 
as a conf^iratoragainlVCsBfar, as a defpifer 
-of the Sabbath, as a blafphemer of the tem- 
ple, as a corifederate with Beelzebub. Spon- 
taneoufly vanquifhed for a feafon by lies and 
the fathe^of lies, Jcfus Chrift gives iip the 
ghoft. Malignity purfueis his Apoftles* 
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Has ^Ihe* cbaiiiged her weapons?^ ^ Hear St. 
Stephen ehkrged v*ith fpeaking blafphe- 
ixidUs words againft Mofes and againft God« 
Hear Paul and Silas accufed at Thya- 
iim; as e:xceedingly troubling the citjr, and' 
teaching unlawful cuftoms* When they 
had ifcaped td Theflalonica, hear them 
iStgain accufed as men who had turned 
the world upfide down. Behold St. Paul 
dragged before the judgement feat of 
the Governor of Corinth^ on pretence 
that he perfuades men to worfhip Gad 
in a manner contrary to the law. . Be- 
hold liim afterwards profecuted before 
Felix as a peftilent fellow, and a mover of 
fedition throughout all the world. Exa- 
mine his epiftles. Bo not you read many 
incidental proofs, that the preachers and 
followers of Chrift had inceflantly to con- 
tend with malicious falfehood I Obferve 
Jhim in one paffage defending himfelf and 
his brethren againft the flanderous imputa-* 
tion of holding the abominable maxim, that 
it is lawful to do evil that good may come. 
Mark him in others defcribing them as de« 
famed, as labouring undir diihonour and 
evil report, as accounted deceivers, as made 
a gazing-ftock by reproachers, as reproached 
, for the fake of Chrift. Out Saviour had 

E a • fore* 
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fi^pwariied hk difciplea, that men Ihould 
falfety fpeak all manner of evil conceramg 
them for h.is i^ke. Copfe^i^plate tJbe puac-^ 
tual accompliftiment of thetprophpcy. tTHq 
anxiety with which St ^Paul and^St^Pctep 
admonifh and enjoin th^ip hear^f^ to prpvido 
things hpneft in the fight of all meii. To 
walk honeftly in wiftipm .toward them 
that are witljqut, towards the inibelieving 
^ Jews as well "as * Gentiles j to put to 
iilem^e by well-doings the ignorance of 
fooliih men; to fhew ^hemfelves pat- 
terns of good works, that he that' is of the 
contrary part may be a£hamed, having 
no evil thih^ to fay of jhem; to maintain a 
goodfconfciencef, that whereas their enemies 
ipeak evil of them as of evil doers, all may 
be aihatned who falfely accufe their good 
converfatipn in Chrift. Do not thefe ear- 
ned, thefe reiterated admonitions and in-^ 
jandions exempt the Apoftles from all fui^ 
picion of wilfully provoking the tongue of 
calumny?" Do not they evince decided fo- 
licitude, by patience and meeknefs, and the 
light of an irreprcjaehable life, to guard 
Chriftianity from, obloquy, and by the ma- 
nifeftation of the fruits of the fpirit, to lead 
men to glorify their Father who is in 
heaven thrqpgh faith in the Lord Jefus? 

Perufe 



Prinifetlie records ©l^the early ages of the 
Church. Yoii^^ifeo^cr that ibere is fcarcely 
ally cf idle, hdwftyer enormous, however 
iiai*6bafete, 'mth^hich the Ghriftians are 
ik« '«i4V^*dby* their eherties^ PurAiettie 
€ilijulty4o#ifh ^"^"Ybti'difcern, whenever ahy 
Glr#illiJi»»'4^v^d$ft(ngfUi0ied themfelvee by 
dpp6ri(i&ff to pfe^atting ^QrruptioHs, and by[ 
^r^fihd'ft in g&£iln«tf religion; an unde^ 
tli^le piropenfitykk others ((r blacken theic 
charadiert by mifreprefentation and rei^ 
pmach; Now what has :6£fen::the maitf 
iburce of. that hatfred to Chri&miihi^&)h 
lowers, which h*a neVcc ceafed to vent £{• 
felf, among other .methiddsi in flai)dter^ 
iHiaired to the dolarfne of Chrift s hatred to 
^at feif-abftineace which it inculckt^s^ f 
hatred to that; boUnefs which it «xa^a. 
They who love darknefe rather than light 
^hate him -who. tnoleft^ tjhe|tn4n their dark^ 
nfefs, becaufe they abominatft the light by 
wbteh .ti^r deeds wouIdJbp y^pwrpved* They 
who fupiio^ely: flumber ©q- the couch of 
iecurity endure not the roan who difturbs 
them with war^ifigs of the neceflity of that 
^exertion . which tjiey abhor* They who 
hav« flieathed tbemfelves in felf-righteouf- 
nefs deteft the man who ftrips them of the 
armour wherein they tfuft, and ftiames 
E 3 them 
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them with the humilintitig convidioa of: 
their nakedncft, Heace it is that the vo- 
taries of iniquity calumaiate not, ^n\y th& 
fi^rvants of religion, bift r^ygio^ 4^(?lilr 
Sometimes, like the Jews y9ho. c^omii||ate4 
Joh^n the Baptifl: a moroijb/fanatic, they de^* 
fcribe the reftraints wbl0h;;Chrifl;i9i;)^ty iffi^ 
pofes on the eyiliriclin^tioiiS'Of /i^eQ :^c^ 
yoke, of intolerable bondage* ^ They d^^.^gx 
againft the Gofpel as a fyilem of bardijbip 
and ligoun; as making ho allowance for 
biiman infinivh;i'es ; as prohibiting the ia- 
dnigedce of ihnocent defires, and the en-* 
j^ymehr of tfee^eafe and^ confolations of 
Ibteikl'life. * If they 'are not thus open in 
thei* icehfures, they betray -their feoret 
thblfgiits 'by iiv^^ftiVes 'i^alnft ev one 
-^o adincalfes 'the feorruption of human 
%kture, the^uHt and conf(^uences of fin, 
■aiWI the import^ and* extent of htttoan duty, 
faithfuny^ahdzeilou&y according to the 
Ik:ri{)tui?fe8 1' 'SiSd \S^- theif 'bwn rq)refenta- 
-tloris of religiotf^as neithes iHifol'dirig tliofe 
views of the depravity ktfd' helpleffnefs of 
iiikn, nor 4irging thofe, d^^^ihands of con- 
'ftaiit watchfuJnefs and ftedfeift purity, 
which the perfons ^hom they deride as 
-right^ous^ overmuch difcover in every page 
of the Word Pf Qoel. At other timeSj^ as 
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the enemies of Chrift reviled him as ad- 
dicted to fmful Indulgences, they mifrepre- 
fent fome of the leading dodlrines of the 
Gofpel ai virtually affording endourage- 
menf to immorality: and with fmgular 
eagtthefs fct themfelves in array againft the 
fil6dank^taL principle that man is to be juf* 
ti^ Ift ift> refpefd or degree by works of 
hfe^^v^flf Iftft ^entirely j^y faith in Chrift, as 
thififSrt^itJrendekd gdod works -tinnecef- 
fyf^fi^^a^ ibbverted^kid 'fwepf a^ay the 
ghjtlfid-^JWrfe of lidlinefs. It fe thuathat, 
h^r tt^llfkrious^ a^ ^e6htradi£tory 'daoders^ 
wfoked itifcn labeur to render trtib- religion 
atbffrrd, efthtemptiblei afnd odib?fe,"^fii jbrder 
to provide an apoldgy^for their o^ti ifobe- 
diecice'^and unbelief.- If you idlfcover in 
yoiSifown bofdm thbfe difpofitibns, which 
you perceive to have always prevailed in 
the breafts of the wicked ; are you not con* 
ftrained to infer tKkt your mind exhibits a 
iilbftantial refemblance to theirs? If you 
difcem a lurking inclihatioh to be diflatis- 
fied with the doarihes and precepts of 
the Bible; if you deted: a fecret pleafure 
in raifing or hearing objedions againft 
parts of the Scriptures ; if you perceive 
yourfelf gladly fnatching at pretexts fof 
jjeprcciating the principles and cenfuring 
^4 the 
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tbp condud of religious, men ; is it ^oit $vif 
d^nt that you have. not a. warm 9^4TCQr414 
love for religion ? ^ Your hc^art is jKHjighi^ 
with God. Deluile not yoj^yfelvcs^ty n^bift 
pering to :your coafcieope^ th^ti al^hoygh. 
you niuft admit the truth and thetrel«]ij[^^, 
of the precedii^g pbfetvati<Wft«,;,y-«»i^fiBfiW 
fionaliy .makt r^fj^ajftiljimeetipft fif jpsHh 
gion^ jind pasy^.dcceatvrpgiffd tojtjfift^erdfcl 
nancq^c a»nd; to many^ oiohfix . ipjUi*S3^»«iv 
Tbe $^41^% aiuliPMiWi^l^4, 4s»ov^n^ 
toth^QW* views ofthie fubaeiSkirJwgcly 
of religion } and in. fymp |K>inta i/nirepimQ^ 
tilioua obf^yey fi of lbei*W» j5>ujt:y©U.kti0w 
0iat tli^^ jf^ligion ,^^^ ?9QjtTliw .*?Ugiqft of 
die ^erip^es* Ifo^ , k^piy that : m : b^cjiy 
fa4ipulitbey wei^ devpted ito vfUfke^^^f^ 
pee that you^ religion be the religion jof 
pirift Jefv^s. See that ypu^ love that; reli- 
_gjon. If you do not fi^. pain wheftit.ifi 
contemptuoufly treate4i if you ar^ \t\Qt 
griev^ed y^ben its followers aire calumniated; 
in the bottom of your beart you love it 
not. 

Secondly: If, through the influence, of 
divine grace, you have been brought to 
the love of religion, wonder not, nor.be 
difcouraged, when you hear the truths of 
the gofpel jQaiidered, or ycjiurfelf itnad^ the 

theme 
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theme of eyil fpealdngfor their fake* Thus 
it always has been ; andthus, until Chrif- 
tianityihali hare eftaUiihed a more getieral 
ddmihioa tDrer the hearts of thbfe who 
avow tbenifelves her fubjeds, it always 
wfll be; 'Evil meiii coiifckWs thit their 
fteigh^iw is a far mortf^eligioiM lehari^tet 
Aim theafeWes, wUl feel^his fupeiiotity as 
aiteprokfehi itid will affrfredljr be on the 
watch tbf contrive ojiportuiiities of degtad- 
iflg JiiMin ^public efteem, of fixing fomfe 
»kVxf*'^^tof Obloquy upott hini, and of 
difpacfii^ttg thofe viet^s of religion which 
tetve condua^id hlnl' to dxcellfcrice in holi- 
ncfs." \If you^e a zeafdns fervant of Oorf, 
jprcpftre fo 'behold mkny of your purtft 
iiit6ntidiis ihiftoriftrued'; prepare' t^Jr hdu: 
yonrfclf re][)roved atid iHlified for adit^ns, 
whi^hf JncCOrding to a mbre; efqnitabW in- 
tcrpretatitofly would haEvfe been'^deethed wcHv 
thy ,of pr&ife. Prepare? yourfclf to hear 
prinoipJc* afcribed to you the reverfe of 
thofe which you hold, thfe reverfe ofthofe 
which you publicly maintain. Prepare tb 
hear epithets and appellations borrowed 
from obnoxious fedls ; fe<fl:s, it mkj be, 
from vrhofe efrors you may have been the 
^nftrument la the hand of God of refcuing 
pf guarding weaker brethren i prepare to 

5 hear 



58 0» prdttnefs to '^parage Rei^nl 

hear them borrowed for the purpofe oP 

fi±ing the odium of thofe errore* upon 

younjQ^f. . What Jb the leffaa which, this 

expje£iation :iho*iW teach you? It fh'ould 

t^qh you h(jw great js ithe fcrfJy of foltci« 

tude for^theiy^li^u^e^ qf ment . iWherf y<w 

deferverit pot; it:,9i#y>he copiowfly ptourod 

out uppj^ y pu ; Wh^p |^qu ^ h^t^' J^e ffaireft 

claim to4«, youin^ ^^ rcpeHe4 W.Uh csn* 

fur^ and contempt. W9 «»/9 ij^y^t ifiiidjouj? 

Lord to his d^fciples, when all ^m'J^)ta^ 

well of you : JhrJhJid their fatbfir^ iin^Jthe, 

falfe pfopbtU^* -J[f you a]:^.,prai(fjd; >»jy ihe 

world, is it jfpt , J)scauf?. y pij ,are« conformed 

to the evil princi,]^ apd pra£(^es of the 

worl4 ? Is it not becaufe^ xyou %^^^ to the 

world,: not unto ;Qhxift'? Tl^ff^ wprldrwill 

love its ownf,rt4^//i will praifi {bee^ faitb 

Pavid, whenr.thqu ijiiift -well-Jo ibj^felf^. 

If you ;^re fuccefsfpl-.w ^pyr wprldJy plans j 

if you give the reins to v^^gity arid plear 

fure ; if you devote your riches to fplendid 

and luxurious ec^oyment; then it is that 

the world will iB4tter you and proclaim 

ypu happy. Live to the world, and. the 

world will applaud .you. Live to Ghrift, 

jlnd an evil world cannot but revile and 

* Luke, vi. 26. t Pfalm xbx. l8. 

condemn 
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condemn youi-- ftdw riglStedus, -hh6w ra- 

tlonali is the'^jadgemcrit of Hdy -Writ-1 

How equkible is thte cdHdMinatibb^^ictt 

the Scriptures •t)i^nx>unceq^aii^'df6fe "Who 

lovetlfe jWiife^fef /nctt ftlOfethfil'thc praife 

t)f.God!-'Ghrift4b^i^6t likd the world, an 

undifoiriSing, 'A <:apricieus, an unjuft, a . 

forgetful maftisi^. Be ye His fcrvants ; feek 

Has favour. Give no real occafion to 

others to fpeik evil of you. Abftain even 

from the appearance 6f eyil.- There let 

"anxiety cekfe. Be nor-uneafy as to ^he 

opinions of men. Be not dejireiSed by- the 

lofs of human approbiittoh. Benot^iHated 

nor enfnared i^y poflefflng iVJ'- Drf'xt ^e 

your malh folicitude td^ be Youn^ among 

thdfd who]ij^mfe is hot^'ofnifn^ but of God. 

The Lord^*frill ifome,\ npio will both bring 

tb'Ugbr the Mddeff things ofdarknefs\ and 

will mdike man^0 the counfels of the heart : 

and then fodH tQer'yrrian^ every true Chrif- 

iain^ have /pirmfe ofGod"^. ^'Tfiat praife is 

praife iftdisfed^. That praift cnifiu^eth for 
ever* . •■••■.*• ^-'-^v * • . 

Thirdly: Juftify mfdftSi, juft^fy true 
religion, by mkhifeftihg ^oiirfelves to be 
\l%x children. Draw not from the preced- 

• Jloro. Sr 29. f Cor. iv. 5, 

ing 
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ing oWeryatt9Q$!j4i concUifipn y^hi€h ihcy 
do nrOt >«wTanlEo M you arc.tfcnflircid by 
tb4iWorl4rc»rii*teiwt^f yOui* bpiaions^ »ct 

SP|-that!the fleiaiifiiifl i$9»:fit4^of thtat you ai^ 
rcJiglOWSir'Xtte oefifure^#f^]iK(J5ldi though 

|£ )Fou are ,q^prg<e|i'V^ith hayiogTJi)4ge4 /eN 
fonepufly,.4t pl3^y t|^ thafyou hav^ju^igj^ 
j;t;i;oneouily. I( yot^^^re accyfed of hayiiig 
^e4 amifs J1';ypu.,^Ja^y ,h%y:c adecj axD^ 
J^^i^hu$a%6>?ij%aticife h^ipjpfitfli^^ 
3r?>a| pfT^Vpf yoUrfnj?re orJ^^^^^ 

^^r^h th€t,^ox4fof,,truth.^^^ 
religious opinions,.. ypur i:?IjigiQ^& ^ra(^^ 
;(yj^]^ th^e dojarines apdi^^cpij^p^aiidnven 
YJ^urLpfd, Qonfult hipa^ :J^ his revc?^led 
.;^<prd, with^ ^ti humblcj^ contrite, apd teacb- 
ifpift hciirt, ^.f^chjild Mens' to its inflxuc- 
^^or^,, It w»j in vaiivthat John the Baptift 
.preached lo.the fcppfqlj and hg^cliened Pha- ' 
rifees ; that genetation of vipers, who, 
.thqugh >defirp,U6^.,to efcape the wrath to 
,corne,, wopld.ljot; abandon " their fins, and 
bring forth fruits meet for repentance. It 
was in vain that Jefus Chrift addrefled him- 
felf to that felf- righteous race, who trufted 
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ia their /tQy^jiiJflwgiaary merits,. and.dc4 
ipifcd the O0ej:!ed aitoneiaent of a Saviours 
Myjoif^ iffbou mlt Incline thine ear unto wif* 
4m^ dfui apply thine heart to underftand^ 
ifig: ifihoujeekejl her asjiher^ andfearcbeji 
for her as for hid treafures : thenfhalt thou 
underjlund the fear tfthe Lord^ an^find the 
knowledge of G^d. For the Lord giveth 
wifdom: out of his mouth cometb knowledge 
and under/landing*. When you have lif- 
tj&aed to the words of wifdom, recorded 
from his mouth in the Gofpel, ftriye, 
through the influence of his H0I7 Spirit, to 
obey them as an aflfedionate child obeys 
. its parent. Let your faith prove itfelf by 
its fruits. At the fame time that you are 
fpund in dodlrine, be a pattern of every 
good work. So (hall you be the children 
of wifdom : fo fhall you juftify wifdom. 
So {hall you evince that Chrift Jefus is 
made unto you, wifdom, and righteoufnefs, 
and fandification, and redemption. So fhall 
you glorify God in the wiay of falvation. 
So fliall yoii recommend the way of falva- 
tion to mankind. 

If you thus juftify wifdom, behold the 
hour approaches, when before the affem- 
bled world, wifdom fliall juftify you. Fear 
him who can caft both body and foul into 

♦ Prov. lu 1 — 6* 

L«1I. 
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hell. But fear ye |[iot the reproach of meiH 
neither be ye afraid of their fevilings. ^ Btei. 
hold the hour cometh^ when Chrift fhali 
render to every nian according to liis deeds. 
7'benjball the righteous man Jtand in great 
holdnefs before the face offueb as have ajffliSed 
bim^ and made no account of bis labours. When 
they fee it^ they Jball be troubled with terrible 
fear : and fhall be amazed at the Jlrafigenefs 
ofbisfalvation^ fo far beyond all that they 
looked for. And they ^ repenting^ and groan-^ 
ing for anguifh ^f Jpirit; fhaltfay within 
tbemf elves j this was he whom we hadf(mie^ 
time in derifton^ and a proverb of reproach. 
We fools accounted his life madnefs; and hit 
end to be without honour. How is he num-- 
hered with the children of God : and his lot 
V among the Saints * / 

♦ Wifjlom, r. i— 5, 
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SERMON IV^ 

Orf coming unto Jesus Chkist for life* 



JoSN, V. 40. 



Te ^ill,(ict come unto me^ that ye mgbt 
have life. 



CtJPPOSE a legiflator, anxious to deter 
his fubjeds from the commiflion of a 
particular crime^ wer;e to annex to it, as a 
penal confequence, the total confifcation of 
property. Suppofe an individual, fore- 
warned of the impending effects of difobe- 
dience, wilfully to commit the crime. 
Confifcation enfues. The inheritance de- 
figned for his children is* intercepted. 
Suppofe the children arrived at manhood, 
and treading in the fteps of their father, 
Suppofe them habitually trampling upon 
ftatutes, which they feel themfelves bound 
by ties of duty to obey ; and manifefting 
by cflforts of impotent treafon Inherent 
a malevolence 
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jnalevolcnce againft the Legiflator. Sup*^ 
pofe , that legiflator, however rigorous ifa 
Juftice, equally :abundjilit ill njerpy : hpw^ 
ever refolute tp maintain the honour of hU 
Jaw, equally folicitou3 to remove ♦very \b^ 
pediment to the cxercife of ovctflowiog 
kindnefs towards tranfgreflors^ Suppofq 
him, however arduous the talk^ to have 
devifed a method, by which, without <jtir 
croachment on the principles of rcditud^ 
without depreciation of his authority, wilJir 
out encouragement to offences, the foi^felte4 
inheritance may be reftored j every acce£^ 
fion of punifhment which, has been in^ur^ 
red be averted; and new pofTeffions,, far 
furpaffing the patrimony which by guilt 
.was loft, be fuperadded. Suppofc the .at- 
tainment of thefe bleffings, the gifts of free 
mercy, to be effedually placed on equitable 
and eafy conditions within the reach of the 
offenders. What if yoii were to hoar that 
the bleflings are defpifed ; that the pffer is 
tejedied ? Should you credit the intelli* 
gence ? Should you conceive that the an- 
nals of the world could furnifh many ex> 
amples of fimilar infanity ? Should you 
apprehend that in the moft enlightened 
•regions, fimilar infanity is frequent at this 
hour ?_ Should^ you believe jhat It is but 
. , ucedful 
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T\fitdf\x\ to caft 'ycrur dyes round the ciixlc 
ih which you move, to witnefs many a 
correfponding fpe^acle of frenzy ? Should 
ydii believe that at this hour there may be 
edchibited a ^kindred fpeftacle of frenzy by 
yourfelf? 

Our Saviour, as we learn from the for- 
infer' part of the chapter before us, had 
giVen extten>e ofiFence to the Jews by ex- 
ffrdffions which theyjuftly uuderilood as 
a diffiriQj affirmation, of his divinity. He 
proicteeSfed^' therefore to declare to them the 
gibficJus add pre-eminent power, with 
which he was, in his human nature, en- 
tmfted^ by his Father. One branch of this 
jkiwer W^s to raife all mankind from the 
grave, jis the Father raifctb up the dead^ and 
i^tckendtb them ; even fo the Son quickeneth 
iJohom he ivill. Another was to judge the 
world. The Father judgeth no man^ but hath 
chmmitted all judgement unto the Son : that all 
men may hononr the Son even as they honour 
the Father. To thefe declarations our Lord, 
aftfcr fome collateral and explanatory dif^ 
cUfiion, fubjoined the emphatical words of 
the tejct ; Te will not come unto me^ that ye 
might have life. In thefe words three fadls 
were implied. Firft : that the Jews were 
^t at that time poflrefTed of life ; nor ca- 

Vot.IL F - pablc 
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pable of Qbtjaining it by their own exer- 
tions. They were in a ftate of death. They, 
Vftere in a ftate of condemnation ati finners, 
Eternal deftrad-ion hung over their heads ^ 
and from that dcftruftion they were of 
themfelves unable to deliver their foulp^ 
Secondly : A method of obtaining life was 
provided a4id made known unto them> 
namely, to come unto Chrift. God had 
openly fet forth his Sony from eternity a 
partaker of the Godhead, to be a propitiatioa 
for the fmfe of mankind j to purchafe falva* 
tion by his blood; to reveal to men the 
path of righteoufnefs^ and ta enable thenv 
to purfue it. Thirdly : The J,ews^ had the; 
power of coming unto Chxift, and of thus^ 
obtaining life. On another occafion^ our 
Lord affirmed, as an univerfal truth ; Nor 
man can come tmto tne^ except the Father 
-which bathfent me draw him* But the terma 
in which he addreffed the multitude, " Ye 
will not cQme unto me," prove, that ta 
them, as unto all to whpm the Gofpel was 
preached, the reqjjifite affiftance was. vouch- 
fafed from above ; and that their refufal ta 
feek falvation through Him waa theic own 
voluntary deed. 

2^ ^Do you conceive that thefe momentous- 
^ujhs have.no Qther reference than tp the 

.- . -'. Jews? 
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Jews? They relate to all men. All men: 
eqbally with the Jews have inherited from 
the common anceftot of all the fame cor- 
i*upt nature. All men, like the Jews, have 
incurred the wrath of God, and plunged 
themfelves into a ftate of death, and con-* 
.demnation, by breaking his Law: and are 
equally incapable of fatisfying his juftice, 
ind delivering themfelves from punidiment 
by any ftrerigth or wifdom of their own; 
To all. men, as tinto the Jews, life, an eter- 
nal life of happinefs, is offered. To all 
m:en J(fefus Chrift' is prppofed as theAuthof 
and only Giver of Salvation. To all men 
grace is extended from above, to rendeif 
them capable of coming unto Chrift effec- 
tually for pardon, for bleffednefs everlaft- 
ing. On all men power and affiftance 
fuflScient progreffively to incline and enable 
them, if they refift not the Holy Spirit, to 
come unto Chrift, and attain falvation, are 
mercifully beftowed. • And every man, 
who perifhes in confequence of not com* 
ing unto Chrift, perifhes becaufe, though 
in every refpedt enabled to dome, he wilt 
not come unto the appointed Saviour that 
he might have life. 

Perhaps, however, you may be difpofed 

to conclude that you havq already obeyed 

Fa the 
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the command of coming unto the Lord 
JefuSk May God grant^ that you may be 
warranted in that conclufion ! But on what 
grouhds have you formed it ? Do you con- 
clude that you have come unto Chrift^ 
becaufe you were born in a Qiriftian coun- 
try; were baptifed into the Chriftian, 
Church; have been accuftomed to attend 
Chriftian worfhip, and to profefs yourfclves 
Chriftians ? All thefe fteps may have been 
tak^n, and you may ftijl be in a ftate of 
death* Were not the Jews outwardly 
members of the true church of Qod in their 
day ? Had not they been received into that 
Church, according tcr the ordinance of 
God, in their infancy ? Had not they been 
trained up in attendance on the Syna- 
gogue and the Temple ? Were not they 
zealous for the forms of their religion, and 
eager to profefs themfelves the people of 
God ? Yet how does our Saviour addrefa 
them ? As men undqr the fentence of con- 
demnation. My brethren, to be a real 
Chriftian is not to be a Chriftian in name and 
profcffion ; but to be in heart and condudt, 
as becometh the dofllrine of Chrift. And 
no man is in heart and condudl a true dif- 
ei'ple of our Lord, who has not come unta 
Sim that he might hare life, 
' ■ " ' '' ■ /. ^ ^■- ^ ■ That 
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* That you may be affifted in judging, 
every one for himfelf, whether you have 
come unto Ghrift that ye might have life ; 
or whether, like the Jews, you have 
hitherto refufed to liften to his call ; , I 
propoie, in the firft place, to fet before you 
fome of the circumftances wlich hinder 
men fr^m coming unto Ghrift : then to 
explain the manner in which you are to 
come unto him effedually for falvatioiii 
^nA^ afterwards to make a fhort and praAU 
cal application of the fubjed^ 

I. Among tlie circumftanccs by which 
individuals are reftrained from having re- 
courfe to Jefus Ghrift for life eternal 
the moft obvious, is dilbelief of the truth 
of his divine million ; or fcepticifm, fo 
great as pradically to be followed by effeQs 
the fame with thofe of pofitive unbeliefl 
*' And ihall a man," we are afked, "be 
"condemned) becaufe he applies not foif 
" falvation to a perfon whom he belieyd; 
"vthat God has not commifjioned to be a 
"Saviour?" No, But he may be con- 
dcmued for not. believing that God has 
comiuiffioned that perfon to be a Saviour. 
Here new outcries agaitift uncharitablea^(ii 
and-^ bigotry arfe raifed. " Shall a man be 
i F 3 ' " cor;« 
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*' condemned, becaufe an impreffion of a 
.^^certain kind is not wrought upon his 
♦* underftanding : becaufe the evidence 
^* adduced in fupport of an afferted faft 
^i proves infufficient to convince his judge- 
Vment?" Yes: if it be through his own 
culpability that his underftanding is Heeled 
againft the impreffion, his judgement 
biafled againft the evidence. Suppofe that 
man {landing to receive his fmal doom, 
and thus addreffed from the throne. — - 
^* Thou, wert endowed, ivhile on earth, 
*^ with faculties adequate to the e^amina- 
^*-tion of. the evidences of Chriftianity. 
** Thou wert ftationed, not in a region 
5* ftiU overfpread with the corruptions of 
.^? -darkened ages j but in a land where in 
5^ fimplicity and truth, the pure dodrines 
♦* of the Gofpel were difplayed : not in a 
;^f region where the oracles of God were 
^^' fealed up in an unknown tongue; where 
*5 ignorance furrounded the enquirer ; 
**.where perfecution cut off the faithful 
1* wor£hipper ; but in a land of light and 
1* knowledge, a land of civil and religious 
♦* freedom. My -word was unfolded before 
:?^^ee, My temples were opened to thee 
'^:My:JMimftci^: warned and invited thee, 
« in vftiat \ 'J^h^, Supreme importance of 
, ,.-: ,. " Eternity 
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V Eternity thou couldft not but perceive. 
^ Becaufe, puffed up with ignorance, which 
** thou calledft Phtiofophy; immerfed in 
^ defilemefnts, which thou wert refolute not 
*' to abandon ; or living only to cares and 
^ trifles Gonfefledly pertaining but to thy 
^* mortal exiftence ; thou blindedft thy 
^^ mind, pervcrtedft thy heart, refufedft to 
*♦* enquire, to liften, to obey; dofk thou 
** hope to efcape My promulgated fen- 
" fence, directed to men io endovi^cd, fo 
*'. ftationed, fo warned, fo invited, as thou 
** wert; He that hdievttb not^ Jhall be 
*^ damned [a] ?'^ What could Prefumption 
xeply ? What could Charity fuggeft ? 
. The Pharifees difdained to apply to our 
Xord far pardon and juftification, becaufe 
they were felf-righteous. They boafted 
that they had fcrupuloufly obferved the 
commandments of God. They valued' 
themfelves on their ideal merits* Hicy 
iiippofed themfelves to be whole j and coo- 
fequently to have; .no need of a phyficiaii. 
They perceived not that they were fick 
unto death ; that their heart was full of 
corruption; that they were proud, worldly- 
minded, envious, impure, in every refpedt 
unholy^. Numbers who denominate tbeni* 

• " F4 felves 
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feJv$S;Chriiliaas in principle, refemble the 
contemptuous Pharifee. They cherifli higk 
opipi^op of themfelvies. They humble not 
thpir fouls before God. Outwardly decent 
in their condudl, and not inattentive to the 
^xtejTpals of religion; they prcfume that 
tbc;y arip fubftaptially righteous, and per^ 
haps, defpife others. Their hearts, in the 
xxi^eaa time, arc fet upon their idols ; upoot 
wealth, or powcrt or confequence, or plca^ 
fure, or pr^aife^ Of the depravity of hur 
man patijre, of the heinous guilt of fia a9 , 
.an pffencq againft Gpd, of the need in 
which they ftand of iji^ Saviour who caq: 
beftow upon them fp^givenefs and fandir 
fication I they have a very inadequate and 
feeble conception. Their love of Chrift i^. ' 
cc^d'j . theit gratitude to him languicj, - 
With thejr lips they ackpowledge that 
thrpuen Him alone they exped falvation. 
"But io far are they frpit> difcerning that 
their falvation, if they are faved,. will be 
wholly owing to his grace ; and that their 
own beft works, w^hen tried by the pure 
and fpiritual Law: of God, will be found 
defective land fmful : that they look for an . 
inheritance in heaven chiefly through the, 
affumed merit of their own works ; apd 
deem themfelves dependent upon a Saviour 

only 



only for a little niGftance to make up*fi* 
their imperfediens, ^ » - v. - 

.Others are prevented from thfowiog 
thein^felves at the foot of the crofs by the 
care ^f the world. ReHgion Seldom enterm 
intb th«ir' thoughts, and when it croflcs 
their miftdsv i« fpeediljr expelled by bufii^ 
nefs. They are inceflantly emplojred iti 
ih^ unprdvemetit of their land j or in the 
Gonduft of their ineV<:handize ; or in the 
fuperiiltendence of their mamifkabiicsj: 
or in the ihanage.ment of their (hops ; or in 
the concerns of fome lacrative profeffion; 
Morning finds them eager to begin their 
daily occupation. Evening difniiffes therti 
weary with the labour and buftle of to-day^ 
and Aieditating on plans of fimilar employ- 
ment for to-morrow. Year after year rolls, 
on, and beholds them in the fame track. If 
you mention religion to them, they reply 
that they have no tinje for it; that every 
hour has its engagement ; t|iat they muft 
provide for their families ; that they muft 
V adhere clofely to their bufinefs. They re- 
mark farther, that induftry is commanded 
in the New Teftament : that honefty is 
one of the principal virtues: that they are 
induftridus iind. honeft : that, a^ to public 
wof fliip, they attend their church once in a 
i '^ '•' day 
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day when they have opportunity : thgat for 
books and ftudy they have no leifure. ; and 
^that^ when they can contrive to fecurc an 
interval from the hurry and toil of bufineft, 
thiey have a right to unbend and enjoy 
themfelves, and are not to be called to ac- 
<:ount for indulging in a little pleafure. 
. Others come not unto Chrift that they 
might have life, becaufe they are fall bound 
ih the chains of criminal pradice. They 
are fenfualifts, or unchafte, or profane, or 
fraudulent, or rapacious. Their under- 
ftandings are blinded, their hearts are har- 
dened, by the deceitfulnefs of Sin. T'hey 
mind the things oftbejiejh : therefore they 
come not unto Chrift. For the carnal mind 
is enmity with God. They defpife or deride 
the method of falvation revealed in the 
Scriptures. For the natural man receiveth 
not the things of the Spirit ^^of God : for they 
are fooUJhnefs unto him. They turn with 
fecret averfion from the piJrity of the Gof^ 
pel and the ftrianefe, of its Laws. They 
hate the light ; neither come, they unto 
the light, left their deeds fhould be re^ 
'proved, becaufe they are evil. They wink 
with ^heir eyes left they fhould fee, and 
ihut their wrs left they fhould hear* ■. They 
; : take 
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take wickedneTs for their portion, and this 
world for their hope* 

With fome youth is the impediment. 
The morning of life fliines bright, and por- 
tends a glowing noon. It will be long; 
very long, before the twilight of evening 
draws nigh. *' I puirpofe to be a votary 
"of religion. I am perfuaded that even 
*^ at prefent I am not far from her paths. 
•^ But why this hurry ? May I not for a 
** feafon join my contemporaries in their 
** amufements ? Be aflured that I will al- 
ways bear religion in mind, and in 
due time will devote myfelf to her en- 
tirely." Thou forefeeft not the gather- 
ing mifts of fin, nor the intervening 
cloud of death ! 

With others age is the obftacle. " It is 
•^ ftow too late to change. My mind is 
^* fettled. My fentiments have long been 
** decided. Am' I to believe that to this 
** period I have lived in ignorance ? Do you 
•* fend me back as a child, to rudiments? Do 
** you bid me unrip the texture which my 
** life has been occupied in weaving? Do 
** you bid me undermine the foundation on 
" which my hope has hitherto been fuf- 
♦^ (ainedf ' The incrtnefs of declining 

years 
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years co-operates with mental repugn^ncc^ 
He comes not unto Chrift for life. 

II. Let us next enquire in what manner^ 
and with what difpofitions, we are to comie 
Ubto Jefus Chrift that we may have life. . 

On this fubjeft bur Lord himfelf hath 
fupplied us with copious inftrqdion* What 
is his own invitation ? (kme unto me all yc 
that labour and are heavy laden i all ye who 
are dejedted and oppreffed with the burdetj 
of your fin ; and I will give you rejl. How 
does he defcribe the perfons who would 
liften to his call ? / came not to call tha 
righteous i but ftnners to repentance ; not the 
righteous ; not thofe who imagine them-*- 
felves to be already righteous, and therefore 
difregard my offers of mercy; butfinners; 
thofe who are deeply confcious of their 
fallen ftate, and of the guilt which they 
have accumulated by wilful tranfgrcflion,' 
and will therefore joyfully fly to the atonev 
ment and grace of a Redeemer. Read in 
thefe dedarations the frame of foul with 
;w>hich you muft come unfo Chrift. Look 
into your own breafts. Contemplate the 
unceaGng tendencies to evil which per- 
vade them -: tendencies to pride, to fen- 
fttalrtTvtD fclfiftmefs, to anger, tohatfed. 
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tp difcontent, to.hard thoughts of God^ to 
various other wicked difpofmons of the 
heart, Coniidcr how frequently you have 
yielded in prafl-ice, how frequently you ftill 
yield, to fome if not to all of thcfe (ins^ 
Confider that againft every inftance of any 
oi^c of thcfe fins the wrath of God is de- 
nounced. Confider how unequal you 
have found your own ftrcngth to .withftand 
temptation ; how often your goodnefs ha» 
be^.aa a morning cloud, as the; early dew 
that paffeth away; how often your firmeft 
refblutions, fortified by the remembrance of 
defeat, have been overthrown ; how often^ 
with open eyes, with a clear knowledge of 
your duty, you have broken the command* 
mcnts of your Lord and Judge in thought^ 
in word, and in deed. Confider thefe fa^s ; 
and you will perceive the corruption of that 
nature which has defcended into you from 
fallen Adam. You will behold in its true* 
colours the guilt of your manifold offencea. 
You will become fenfible that your beft 
ability is weaknefs ; that on your own' 
power no dependence is to be placed# 
You will be convinced that you have fub- 
jedcd yourfelf to the avenging juftice of 
God J to the fentence of eternal condemna- 
tion which has been pronounced againft all, 

wha 
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wKo rebel againft his laws. You will feef^ 
not only that , you have contracted a debt 
which you afe utterly unable to difcharge j 
but that by additional fins you are conftant- 
ly fwclling its amount. With St. Paul 
you will. bear witnefs againft yourfelf that 
the law of God is holy, and his command- 
ment holy and juft and good. With the 
fame Apoftle you will confefs, that you are 
carnal, fold under fin : and that fm taking 
adrantage by the commandment, hath de- 
ceived you and flain you. You wHl then* 
he prepared to cry out with him; O 
nvretcbed man that J am! Who Jh all deliver 
me from the body of this death ? You will 
then, like him, be prepared to render 
thanks unto God for the deliverance which 
he has provided through Jefus Chrift our- 
I^prd. You will then be prepared to come 
lyito Chrift. You will rome unto him as 
t^e Son of God, whotehis Almighty Fa- 
ther hath exalted to be a Prince and a Sa- 
viour, that he may give repentance unto all 
men, and make fatisfadion for the fins of 
tjie whole world. You will come unto him 
difclaiming all righteoufnefs of your own ; 
and relying only on his merits for falva- 
tio©. You will come unto him as the 
gDpd: ihepherd who laid down his life for ; 
. v^ iv :9 the 



the flieep j as the true and living way j aa 
the fountain opened for uricleannefe and 
fin. You will prefent yourfelf befcwre him 
with a fubdued and teaehaWe fpirit ; meek 
and lowly in heart, that you may find reft 
unto your foul. You will implore him ta 
receive you under hi» guidance ; to wafh 
away yoiir guilt with hi& blood j to lead 
you into the path of life everlafting ; to^ 
prevent you with his grace in all your 
doings, and further you with his continual 
help; to difpofe and ienable you to re-^ 
nbunce ^very finful indulgence, and in the 
ftrength which He fupplies to work out 
yopr falvation with fear and trembling. 

, IIL It remains to make a brief and prac- 
tical application of die fubjedt. 

If you are fmcerely anxious that) when 
the prefent life fhall terminate, your fouls 
may be admitted into the kingdom of 
Chrift ; you will earoeftly and deeply ex- 
amine yourfelves, whether as yet you have 
come unto Chrift that you might have* 
life. If you have lived chiefly occupied in 
the^purfuits of a tranlitory^world, with lit- 
tle "concern for your* falvation ; or if you 
have habitually proved yourfelves under 
the power of fin; or if you have regarded 

yourfelves 
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yourfelves as fufBciently righteous, and 
partly entitled through your own merits to 
the kingdom of Heaven ; you have not 
yet learned the nature of the religion which 
you profefs ; you have not yet come unto 
Chrift. If with an humble arid contrite 
heart you have bowed yourfclf before the 
Lord your Redeemer, trufting wholly and 
exclufively to Him for pardon, for ftrength, 
for fan(fJification, for acceptance with God ; 
folicitous and refolved through the in- 
fluence of his grace to evince the fmcerity 
of your repentance, ofyour faith, of your 
gratitude, of your love, fteadily devoting 
yourfelf to his fervice, an4 bringing forth 
the fruits of holinefs then may you che- 
iCifh ft lively hope that you have been led 
to approach your Saviour infimplicity and 
truth. 

To which of thefe defcriptions each of 
you at prefetit belongs is a fadt concerning 
which every one of you may form, by 
meek and upright enquiry, a reafonable 
judgement for himfeif : and it is»a fact un- 
equivocally known to God who feeth the. 
heart. Experience however inftru£ts a 
preacher to conclude that in the congrega- 
tiofi which he addrefles, perfans of each 
deffcripiion are to be found. Allow me, 
6 therefore, 



t^ierefore to clofe this difcoiirfe with fome 
fhprt adirionitioris, psirtly directed to thofe 
who have endeavoured to comfe unto Chrift 
that they might have life; piartly to thofe 
who have not hitherto fled for rfefuge to 
the appointed Saviour. 

Thofe then ivhd have come unto Chrift 
let me exhort to renieiilber that, as a tree 
is known by its fruits, fo is faith to (hew 
forth its reality by good works. Let them 
give diligence to hold faft the true doc- 
trine of the Gofjid. And let them givd 
equal diligence td adorn the dbdirine ,of 
God their Saviour in all things. Jefus 
Ghrift gave himfelf for us, that he might 
redeem us from all iniquity j and purify to 
himfelf a peculiar people zealous of good 
wprks. Chriftians are commanded conti- 
nually to grow in grace, and in the know- 
ledge of their Lord and Saviour. They 
^re to ftrive day by day to fubduc fin j to 
gain the maftery more and more over tHe 
evil difpofitions and the . evil practices to 
which* they are efpecially expofed. As 
lojjg as they remain in the body they will 
perceive with St. Paul, that the flefli luft- 
eth againft the fpirit, and feeks to bring 
them into captivity to fm : that in them j of 

y 01,, JL G . themfelvps^ 
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themfelves, dwelleth na good thing ; that 
the good which th^y would do, which they 
wifli, and confefs themfelvcs bound in coa- 
icience to do, they often do not ; that tfat 
evil which they would not, the eril which 
in their hearts they condemn, which they 
jBtcknowledge that they ought to avoid, they 
often do. Continue therefore inftant ia 
prayer, in watchftilnefs^ in diligence lo fliua 
^mptations, in holy exertions to withftand 
them. Fulfil your duty a^ a foldier of 
Chrift Jefus. Would you lay hold oa 
eternal life I Fight the good fight of faith ; 
perfevere in well-doing. If you draw 
tack from Chrift, he will draw back from 
youv Unkfs you perfevere in faith a^id 
holinefs unto the end, you cannot befaved* 
Remember too, that you are to ftudy. to 
promote on every occafion the glory of the 
Lord Jefus. Let your light fo fhine be- 
fore men, that they may fee your good 

. works^ and glorify your Father which ia 
in heaven. Let the happy effe^s of relin 
gion on your principles, on your tempers, 
oti your manners, on your anions, recom- 

, tnend religion to otheri^. Employ your 

. influence, your talents, your example, in 
the fervioe o£ Chrift; and in the greateft 
t)f all feirvjiccs to your fellow-creatures^ in 

. : :.: ^ -.^ ^. :-j\ :: .:yinhing 
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winaing theai to the knowledge and love 
c^ that falvation^ which is in Ghrift Jefus^ 
«&d in him alone. If you ferve not your 
Redeemer in zealous obedience j where is 
your gratitude, where is your love? If 
you labour not to forward the exitenfion of 
his kingdom; where is your zeal for his 
glory, where Is your pity for man ? 

With refpea to thofe among you, who 
have not yet turned unto the Lord Jefus ; 
I could fcarcely fay too much, if your at- 
tention, perhaps already wearied, would 
allow me to enlarge, on the wretchednefs 
; and danger of your fituation, and on the 
caadnefs of continuing in it. You have 
difregarded the. great objedt for which you 
were fent into being. You have lived fo 
this world. You have added fm to (in 
without repentance. You have defied the 
indignation of Almighty God. You have 
dcfpifcd his Son Jefus, who ftooped frt)m 
the throne of his glory, and became man, 
that he might die for you upon the Crofs* 
You have fcorned his offers of mercy, and 
done defpite to the Spirit of Grace. You 
lie as yet under the judgement of everlafting 
condemnation to the lake of incxtinguifh- 
able fire. What is your purpofe ? Do you 
dqfign itill to fet the Lord God Omnipor 
G a potent 
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tent at defiance; ftill to trample on the 
blood of his Son ; ftill to refift the Holy 
Ghoft ? For you then what remaincth,, a? 
furely as the Word of God is true, but wrath 
unchangeable, tribulation and anguilh, when 
the Lord Jefus (hall be revealed in flaming 
fire to take vengeance on thofe who know 
not God, and obey not the Gofpel? Repent 
ye : even yet repent and be faved. But 
perhaps you are appalled by the apprehcn- 
fion that after fo long a period of flavery to 
the works of the devil, it is too late for you 
to repent. If thefe be your only alarms, 
hear for your encouragement the recorded 
declaration of God himfelf. As I Uye^ 
faith the Lord^ I have nopleafure in the death 
of the wicked. Turn ye ; turn ye. Why will 
ye die ? ^ear the words of the Prophet, Let 
the wicked manforfake his way^ and the un^ 
righteous man his paths : and let bifn return 
unto the Lord^ and be will have mercy upon 
him; and to our God^ for h& will abundantly 
pardon. Hear the folemn aflhrance of Ghrift 
himfelf: I£m that cormeth unto me I will 
in no wife cajl out. To whom is this lan- 
guage addrefled from above? To you. You 
avow your belief of the Scriptures, While 
you credit the Scriptures, is it poffible for 
you to (Jpujbt of Chrift*s wUlin^nefs to re- 
ceive. 
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«eive, to forgive, and to blefs you^ if you 
^Ui ooroc uiiLo him that you may have life 
eternal? Delay then no lunger. Put not 
his forbe?irance to any farther triaL The 
time of your continuance on earth may be 
drawing to a conclufion. The hour of 
grace may be nearly paft. The laft fands 
of the glafs may be running out. Seize 
the opportunity which is yet afforded to you. 
Ufe the time which is yet in your power. 
Come unto the Lord Jefus, and you {hall 
find that he is gracious. Perfevere frorai 
this tim^ forward with godly fincerity in 
faith and love, and holy obedience : and 
all your former tranfgreffions fhall be 
blotted from his remembrance ; and you 
fhall receive through his merits a crown of 
glory, an inheritance of blifs that endureth 
fpreyer. 
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SERMON V. 

On the Calling of St. Matthew, 



Matth, XX. g^ 

And as Jefus faffed forth from thence^ j^ 

faw a man named Matthew fitting at the 

receipt of Cujiom : and he faith unto btm^ 

FqUow Me. And J^ arofe and folloivtdi 

Him. 

JDEHOLD^ explaimcd the voice of Prt)-; 

phecy, ere it became filent for four 

hundred years; Behold the Lord whom yt 

feek Jhall fuddenly come to his Temple^ even 

the Mejfenger of the Covenant^ in whom ye 

delight. Behold He Jhall comCy faith the. 

Lord of Hojls (^?). The Lord corner to his 

Temple. T^he Spirit of the Lord^ he cries, « 

is upon Me ; becaufe He hath anointed me /a 

preach good tidings unto the meek : He hath 

fent me to bind up the broken-hearted^ to pro^ 

(a) Malachi> iii. x. 

claim, 
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^[Ldm ti&frtji U^ tbe^ cajifi^e^^ i^ ^mfk/i^ aft 
ibat mourn, Come unto M^^ and I will give 
you re/i. f^m Be %&hich givetl^ lifi mto tke 
^orldi^)* Doea not the world flock to 
welcome the invitation i H.e^f the words 
of the Son of God : Tf wiM A^t (oim ^n^ 
J^e tbat ye might have life. M^y npie 
4;alk4 i but fev^ f^fg thQfen[c\ S^ach w^s 
the gefterjJi refiilt IJut ^mQftg. the few 
whc> obeyed the call* *ad were j^hofeo, 
5irer^ tfeofe, who t>eqifne thjc iaftriapients 
^f c^iliag unbqra piultitudc^ {|o iklvatioa^ 
TTheir yoice is gone mfthrwgh diJtbc tarttt^ 
find their nmrds to themdoftbf sswrtd{d\. 
i^nch was St. Matthew. 

In purfuing the hiftory^f the Redeemer 
«if the worlds the ErangeHtt? i^L^xopduded 
hf th« courfe of lu$ narrAtiye ta niL^vrjs^^ 
important isveait of his owa life By pro- 
f^ffioa be wa3 a publican; a colkdlor of 
ihe public revenue, a rfieeiver erf the taxes 
.vhich the Jews paid to the R^man go- 
yernnient. Qn federal acc<3unt« the Pub- 
lican? .were extrernelj odipus to theii: 
, country Hjeii ; partly, becau/e it was their 
j^ufraefs to gather the tribute exaded by 
.• , . ^. ' ■ 

(*) Ifaiah, Ixj. j, 2. Matth. xj. 28, 29, John, vi. 
,3,3- 35- ' {f) John, v. ^40. Matth. xxii. 14. 

i4) PiOm »yt. 4; 

G4 the 
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the enemy, to whom the land of Ifrael waj^ 
now in fubje<3:ion; partly, becaufe the 
intcrcourfe in which their occupation en^ 
gaged them with foreigners and idolaters, 
rendered them, in the eyes of their own 
Tiation, unclean and profane ; and partly, 
becaufe, in executing their office they were 
^proverbially guilty of fextortion, with a 
view to cpcreafe their own emolument, or 
Jto recommend themfelves to their rapa- 
cious tnafters. Of the conteiiipt and hatrecj 
with which they were, beheld you difcern 
repeated proofs in the Gofpels. When out 
Lord inftruds his difciples, that for a mati 
fo love only his brethren and thofe whq 
iove him is a very low degree of Ghriftiar^ 
virtue; hfffrijS'prtSts this truth by th^ 
--i^K^fti^xi ; Do not even the publicans the. 
fame? On another occafion, in order tq 
illuftrate the extreme difgrace, the com- 
plete exclufion from fdlowfhip and bro- 
•therhoodj to be inflided on every man 
who fhould difobey the apoftolical autho- 
jrity of the Church ; he delivers this direc- 
tion ; Let him be unto thee as a heathen 
manicin(i a Publican. The condefcenfion 
of Chrift in admitting Publicans into fo- 
ciety with Him difgufted and fcandalifed 
the Pharifees. Why eatetb your Majler 

with 



r 
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fwitb Publicans andjinners ?- Behold a friend 
pf Publicans and Jinners ! The name of 
Publican was in faft fo detefted, that the 
term ^nner was almoft invariably coupled 
with it by the Jews. The extenfivenefs 
and the general truth of the charge of ex- 
tortion advanced againft the Publicans arc 
confirmed by the reply of John the Baptift, 
when they came to his baptifm, and* de- 
manded of him ; Majlery what Jhall we 
^ ? ExaS no more^ hei anfwered, than that 
which is appointed you. Yet from thi$ 
pbnoxious clafs of men our Lord feleded 
an Apoftle. Why? Poffibly for various 
reafons unknown to us, but manifeft to 
the unerring wifdom of the Son of God. 
Some, however, of his motives appear dit 
cernible. By this proceeding he probably 
(Jeiigned to abate the extravagant violence 
pi Jewifli prejudice againft Publicans, and 
Other defpifed and abhorred portions of the 
human race : to fhew that he was able and 
ready to beftovy repentance unto life on the 
vileft of fmners: and to prove that his 
Gofpel needed not the aid of human fa- 
your for its-fupport, but fliould overcome 
^11 . oppofition through the might of that 
God, who by the feebleft inftrument can 
^ccqmpljfh the moft arduqy? purpofe. 
*'' '^^ *" 8 * When 
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^ When St. Mitthew heard the call "of 
Chrift, what was his coadudl? Ht arofi 
andfdbwed bim. Such is his owq modeft 
account. St. Luke^ in his narrative of the 
fame tranfadion, ^xprefTes the circum- 
ftances more ftrongly; He kft alf; raft 
up^ and followed kip [fi\ He immjediatel|r 
iabandoned his lucrative employment, for* 
fook his patrons^ his friends, hia wealt^^ 
liis home, to become the conftant attendant 
of a pcrfecuted Mafter, who b^d not wher? 
to lay his head^ 

Jf any manfcrw me^ faith our Lord, /rf 

him follow me [f). Every perfon is called 

^pon, like this eminent Apoftle, to follow 

Chrift. ' Every perfon who would obtain 

falvation, muft, Uke him, leave all, jstnd 

arife, and follow Chrift. Not that' we ix% 

required, under the ordinary difpenfatioins 

of Providence, tp relinquilh our poflefliojis, 

our occupations, our friends, and our farni* 

lies. On the contrary, wc are to ferve 

Chrift with our poffeflions, by our occur 

' pations, among our friends, in the bofprtt 

\ of our families. In what refpeds therj is 

€very one of us at prefent required to leave 

^ all, and to rife and follow Chrifti Ac* 

7 cording %o the nature of the obligation io 

, (i) Luke, V. tS. (/) |ohfl7 a^ii. ?^.' 

the(<S 



tbefc days incumbent on us, have we, like 
St. Matthew, fulfilled the duty? To thefe' 
i^ueliipii9 Ut Qur qic4itatioQs be direAed^ ^ 

I, W9 are to leave all our evil pra£ticea» 
tliat we may follow Chrift. There appears 
po breach of charity in the aflumption th^t 
St. Matthew, in his bufinefs as a publican, 
bad borne fome rcfemWance to his breth- 
ren. He was every hour expofed to the 
temptations, by which they were fo gene* 
rally overcome. He was every hour af- 
failed by the in^uence of their pernicious 
example. And the Scriptures do not fur- 
pifh any intiniation that he had diflin- 
guifhed himfelf from others' in his own line 
of life : or that it was on account of any 
f onfpicupus merit that he was feleded lo 
become an Apoftle of our Lord. Be this 
prcumftance, however, as it may, St. Mat- 
thew was a child of Adam; by nature 
pprrupt, in praftice finful. But he liftened 
to the command of Jefus. His original 
employ inent, in itfelf fo enfnaring, he fpr- 
fook at once. And he feems anxious to 
.^ew his fenfe of the memorably goodnefs 

pf Chrift in calling him from fo guilty a 
profefEon to be his difciple, by ftill deno- 

ininatiqg himfelf, in a fublequent part of 

. ';■ ■■ ^ hit 
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fiis Oofpel, where he recounts the names 
of the twelve Apoftles, Matthew the Pnb^ 
lican I an appellation never afligned to him 
fubfequently to his converfion b^ any 
Other of the facred writers. He continuifd 
'ftedfaftly with his heavenly Mafter; gra- 
^dually improving in grace and holinefs^ as 
he grew in the knowledge of his Lord an4 
ISavionr. Conformably to his Example, 
^we are to relinquifh all habits and deeds of 
^wickednefs to which we have heretofore 
been addi&ed. This is the firft ftep in rei- 
pentance. Until this Jftep be taken, to 
ipeak of repentance is hypocrify. We myft 
relinquifh our former iniquities altogether, 
and without referve. Suppofe that St. 
Matthew,' when Chrift commanded him to 
' become his follower, had anfwered, thaf 
he would attend upon Chrift occafionally, 
when his occupation afforded him leifurej 
and that for the future^ when employed in 
colleding tribute, he would commit a6:s 
of extortion only feldpm. Would Chrift 
have regarded him? Would behave ac- 
cepted fuch fervice ? You muft furrender 
yourfelvcs entirely to Chrift. You muft 
follow Him wholly. You muft follow 
Him alone. In all his adions Chrift was 
pure from fin, and a pattern of every good 
'- work. 
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work. "When you wilfully indulge in 
wickednefsj is that to follow Chrift ? When 
you referve fome favourite fin for your 
occafional gratification ; is that to leave all 
for the fake of Chrift ? No man can ferye 
two mafters. Chobfe between the works 
of God, and the works of the devil ; be- 
tween the deeds of light, and thofe of 
darknefs ; between Heaven and hell. 

II. We muft renounce, for the fake of 
Chrift^ all our evil inclinations. This ftepis 
neceflary to make repentance complete. St. 
Matthew not only relinquifhed his occupa- 
tion, but abandoned it with gladnefs. You do 
not fee him taking leave of his home with re- 
ludlance and forrow. He was not afhamed 
to let it be known to the world that he was 
going to refign his antecedent habits of life; 
hisdomeftic comforts; his eafe; his former 
aflbciates ; his fettled purfuits, for the fake of 
religion. He prepared a great feall to wel- 
come his Saviour to his houfc, before he 
fliould himfelf quit it: and invited a nu- 
merous company of publicans and finners, 
that they alfo might be bleffed with the op- 
portunity of liftening to the words of eter- , 
nail life. Afterwards, when you hear hin:i 
mentioning his former profeffion j it is npt 

with 



$4 Oh the calUng of St. MattheitK 

with defire to return to it, bat with gratis 
tude for having been called away from it to 
take up his crofs and follow Chrift. Ii| 
conformity to this example every Chriftiaa 
i$ not merely to abilain, as by conftraint^ 
from fmful aftiond^; but to glorify his God 
by cheerful obedience, and to bring his wifl 
under thankful fubjedion tohis Redeemer* 
He is to be holy in thought, holy in h^art, 
holy in his defigns, holy in his wifhes. He 
is to abhor fm as odious to God, repugnant 
to his laws, hoftile to his plans, deftrudive 
to his creation. He is to cultivate righteouC- 
nefs as that which God has appointed : that 
which God loves : that which is the diftin- 
guifhing and pre-eminent attribute of God: 
that which fhone with unclouded luftre . in 
the human nature of the glorious Re- 
deemer: that which the glorious Redeenier 
, lived and died to plant and eftablifh among 
men. He is to labour to crucify the old 
man, the driginal corruption of which he is 
a partaker, with the affedions and lufts 
which it produces. He is to be^renewed 
through the operation of the Holy Ghdft 
inthefpirit of his mind; to be conformed 
. in heart to the image of Chrift : to put pa 
-4;henew man,, which after God, according 
^ to theiwage of God, is created io rightcout 
iz nefe 
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nefs and true holincfs* He is to fervc God 
nt>t in thiB fjpirit of bondage, but of love: 
not as the Ifraelites fubmitted to their 
Egyptian taflcmafters, bowing to the yoke 
Which they could not cfcape : but with the 
aff^Stiotiate acquiefcence which breathed 
in the words of Chrift, when he exclaimed j 
Father ! Not mf wUl but thine be done I 

III. We, like St. Matthew, are to r6- 
liounce private intereft, whenever it inter- 
feres with our obedience to Jefus Chrift. 
St. Matthew forfook his poffeflions, and 
relinquiflied the employment which fur- 
niflied him with fubfiftence, which difclofed 
the profped: of wealth ; that he might be 
a faithful follower of the Matter who com- 
manded his fervice. Behold a decifive 
proof of fmcerity ! He does not honour 
fcis Saviour with his lips only. He glori- 
fies the Son of God by making large facri- 
fices for his fake j by immediately making 
«very facrifice which is required. He 
hears of .^be pearl of great price ; and he 
parts with every thing that he may obtain 
' !(• He counts all things but lofs that he may 
' win the approbation of his Redeemer. He 
cafts a^ay his treafures on earth that he 
£ iiia^ "bd adriiitted to an enduring inherit* 
-*-r :-i*/;>i :-. • ■■-• • ance 



.q6 On the Calling ofSLMatlbe^. 

ance in heaven. Art thou convcrfaht witH 
the Word df God, and ignorant that fa^^ 
crifices, if lefs in amount, yet fimilar iu 
nature, are required from every Chriftian ? 
Gpmpare the demands of confcience and of 
intereft. How continual the oppofition ! 
How prevailing the temptation ! How 
lawful, ftrange as the expyeffion may found, 
how lawful, in certain cafes and within 
certain limits, in the eftimation of many 
who arrogate the praife of uprightnefs^. is 
diflionefty ! In the daily and hourly deal- 
ings of life what opportunities of undu^ 
advantage ! what inducements to profit by ' 
them ! In the numerous departments of 
public fervice what openings for pecu- 
lation ! How commonly is " the cuftom of 
*^ trade" but another name for lucrative de- 
ceit! By the purchafe of articles unwar- 
rantably brought to fale ; by frauds wil- 
fully pradifed on the colledors of the rc- 
. Venue; by filence under their errors, their 
partiality, or their fupinenefs; how frequent 
is the evafion of burthens legally impofed ! 
But it is not ,to diftionefty, according to the 
ordinary acceptation of the term, that the 
guilt of unjuft regard to intereft is re- 
ftrided. Look around and thou fhalt dif^' 
cern countlefs occafions of acquiring or of 

retaining 
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Tttaimng money, or of furthering thy cafe, 
iyi thy advancement, or fome other of thy 
vrorldly objedla, by various methods, the ini- 
quity of which, light as it may be deemed, is 
in many inftances not inferiortothat of diflio- 
ncfty ; by flattery, by bj;ibery,by complimen- 
lary afliduities, by hypocritical obfequiout- 
nefs, by fmful compliances, by falfe and in- 
jurious pretences, by miniftering to preju- 
dice, to antipathy or to pride, by raifmg or 
diflTufing unfounded reports concerning thy 
competitors. Does the man who purfues 
liis prefent benefit by any of thefe means 
leave all for the fake of Chrift ? He prefers 
intereft to Chrift, Even he who profecutes 
a lawful calling by lawful methods, yet 
permits it to withdraw his chief attention 
from the falvation of his foul, to occupy 
too large a proportion of his thoughts, or 
to agitate his mind with undue folicitude ; 
has not left all for Chrift, nor given to 
Chrift the dominion of his heart. 

IV. We are to renounce our own righ-. 
teoufnefs; to caft away all reliance on 
merit x)f our own for acceptance with God. 
Why did Saint Matthew become a difciple 
of Jefus jChrift ? Why did he leave all ta 
be with that man of forrows ? Becaufe he 
Vol, II. H beheld 
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beheld in t;hat man of forrowa one wW 
^re ^ our griefs j one who bare the - ficf 
of many^ and made interrcfiion for th^ 
tranfgreffors. • He recognized the appointied 
Saviour ; the Lamb of God ^which took 
away the fins of the world. WitU ythat 
ieelings does the true Cbriftian in • fiv^y 
age approach the Son of God ? He l^^pk^ 
into hia own heart. He fees it full of depfli- 
:vity. He furveys his condui^. H^ perceiy^f 
it to be a mafs of fin. He confeffes th$ hfh 
Hnefs of God : and is confcious how odic^ 
he has rendered himfelf in the fight of Jii^ 
Creator by tranfgreffiourf He conteippl^fr 
the divine juftice: and tren^bles at the pUr 
mfhment which be has incurred* He, cp% 
fjders the divine po wer> and beholds th? ixjar 
poflibility of efcape. Again he turns his 
eyes upon himfelf ; and acknowledges thajt 
.there is nothing in him, whicK can make 
an atonement. An atonement is fet bp- 
fore him in the blood of the Son of Grod|* 
There he beholds a ranfom : there he be- 
holds pardon and peace and happrnefs» 
*' Though my fins,'* be exclaims, "^be ^ 
. " fcarlet ; yet in that fountain fhallj they be 
^\ made white as fnow. Let my rightepu^ 
.^] nefsbc the righteouftiefsw^ichjs of Go(t 
^^ by faith in the Lord Jefus* He that hath 
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^ thfe Sdti of Gtod, hath life ; and he thjrf 
* liathiiot the Son hath not life. There \i 
*• iio other name under heaven 5given among 
•*iheft whereby I may be favcd.'* • 

V. We muft, in the lad place, follow 
otfr Redeemer unto the end. Such w^s the 
ftedfaftriefs of St Matthew. He remained^ 
conftaotly with Chrift until the evening 
before the crucifixion. Qa that evening; 
hfc' (h^wed^ in common with, the otheic 
Aip^Xc^y what man is, when* the divine 
grace Withdraws itfelf, and leaves him to 
liii3' native weajcnefs. All the Dtfcipks of 
Gbrijlforfook him undJUd. Of that guilty 
^ght St. Matthew was a partaken After 
the Refurreftion, he received, in conjunc- 
tion with the other Apoftles, pardon 
and ftrength from his forgiving Lord, 
When Jefus had afcended into heaven, we 
behoW St. Matthew continuing clofely in 
prayer and fupplication 'with the ivomen and 
Mary the mother of ye/us ^ and the bre^ 
ihren [g) ; and bearing his part as an Apof- 
tle in the election of a fucceflbr to the 
traitor Judas. Boldly remaining at Jerufa^ 
lem, when havock was made of the Church 
after the martyrdom of Stephen j he 

(j^) Aa«,i. 13, 14. 

H 2 proved 
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proved that he was not of thofe who have 
no root, and in time of perfecutioa fait 
away. And the early hiftqry of the 
Chriftian Church informs us that, in the 
face of danger and death, he perfevered 
until the end of his days in preaching the 
Gofpel of his Lord. From every Ghrif-' 
|ian patient continuance in well doing la 
indifpcnfably required. Who h it that the 
Scripture faith fliall be faved \ He that cn- 
dureth linto the end. Who is it that fhall 
reap the everlafting recompenfe? He- who 
preffeth onward in the path of righteouf* 
nefs, neither weary through floth, nor 
fainting through timidity. ^ No man having 
put his hand to the plough^ and looking hack^ 
is jit for the kingdom of God. The righ^ 
teoufnefs of the righteous Jhall not deliver 
him in the day of his tranfgreffion. When 
the righteous tumeth away from his 
righteoufnefs (ind committeth itiiquity^ and 
doeth according to all the abominations that 
the ^cked man doeth-, Jhall he live^ faith the 
Lord? All: his righteoufnefs that he hath 
^lone Jhall not be mentioned : in his trefpafs 
that be hath trefpaffed^ and in. his fm that 
be hath ftnned^ in them Jhall he die [h). , 

{t) Luke, ix. 62. Ezek. xviii. 24. xxxiH. 12. 

My 
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My brethren I you have now feen the 
comprehenfive import of the direftion to 
leave' all and follow Chrift. You have feen, 
that no one is a real difciple of Chrift who 
does not leave aH to follow him. Being 
ihen thus prepared, enter on the great bufi- 
hefs of felf-examination. Thehour of your 
examination in the prefence of men and 
aingels, before the throne of that fame Jefu« 
who has commanded you to leave all and 
fdflow him, will arrive. What if it were 
arrived now ? If you were now to render 
an accountbf yourfelf to Qod j fhould yott 
be found, like St. Matthew, to have obeyed 
the call of the Lord Jefus ? Have you for- 
faken the ways of wickednefs ? When you 
have been tempted by your own evil appe- 
tites, and by the practice or the felicitations 
of your companions; has it been your 
cuftom to yield, or to withftand ? Havt 
you cherifhed the love of holinefe ; and be- 
come more and more fenfible of the hate- 
fulnefs of fin ? Have you cheerfully facri- 
ficed prefent gain for the fake of pleafing 
God? Have you preferred his favour to 
the favour of men ; and patiently fubmitted 
to their ridicule and contempt, that you 
might. maintain a good confcience ? Have 
you kept alive, during your beft perform- 
H 3 ances, 
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atices, A fteady convifkion of your own lin-. 
vrorthinefs} and reftcd all your hopes of 
falvation <)n the bidod of the crofs ? Have 
you laboured to become, year after year, 
more and more earned in faith and obedi^ 
.^nce ; more and more watchful againft 
tranfgrelfion ; ahd more add more imprefled 
with true repentance, whenever you have 
been led to » offend againft the Golpel of 
your Lord ? 

It is well if there afe not perfons in thtt. 
congregation, who are far from having 
made any ferious effort thus to leave aU 
and follow Chrift. For who can look abroad 
into the world without perceiving numbers, 
Chriftians only in name, devoted in heArt 
and life not to Chrift, but to the world ? 
' Theexterior garb of Chriftianity they ftu- 
dtoufly wear. In her ordinances they fcru- 
puloufly join. But let them be brought to 
the tr]ial ; and their religion proves formality, 
or hypocfify. Let intereft call them one 
way^ and the law of Chrift another: they 
follow intereft. Let jpride beckon to the 
left hand, and the law of Chrift to t^e 
right : they follow pride. Let pafTion, or 
flothy or pleafure invite them: they turn 
their back upon ' Chrift. Whoever you 
"^ may be that belong to this defcription, re- 
member 
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member that there are but two makers be- 
tween whom mankind can be divldedv 
They, who are not the ftrvantsof God,arc 
the fer:vants of the devih They, who are 
not made. partakers through Jefus Chriit of 
everlafting happinefs with Go<J, (hall be 
Sot ever miferable with the deviL — Choofe 
yc this day whom ye wilb fcrve ; choofe 
jarith whom you will dwell through eter- 
nity. To ferve the devil here, and to 
4well with Chrift. after death, is'an impofli- 
J>iiity. If thou received thy good things 
Jhere, if thou takeft the good things, as thou 
"Callefl: them, of this world for thy portion ; 
thou takeft alfo for thy portion eternal 
tormenu 

There are others, ^t is probable, among 

you, who have difcerned the neccffity^f 

leaving all and following Chrift, have 

Tcfolved to aft according to that con- 

vid;ion,-^nd have alfo made fome endea- 

,ViOurs to carry their purpofes into effeift : 

fjtt have fhewnahemfelves fo feeble and 

.flu^ating in their exertions, that in their 

,, hearts they are evidently wavering between 

p^o matters.. Aifm, which they refift .to- 

vi^^Xf pVjercomcs them td^morrow.. A good 

j^^io\\x^iqn'f\ Tfrhioh for a ihort period tljjey 

5; .. :^ i) H4 V b^c 
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have maintained, becomes burthenfome, 
and is laid afide. Small temptations they 
rppel; and take credit to themfclves for 
their vidiory. Then comes a fomewhat 
more diflScult trial : and they excufe them- 
fclves for yielding under it by exaggerating 
its magnitude. Then they fall into fome 
greater offence, which calls forth many ex- 
greffions, and fome real feelings, of forrovr, 
and is followed by temporary reformatioii. 
Aftewards they fall again, and become tired 
of contending, and lament that the obftaclea 
in the paths of religion are almoft infuper- 
able. Thus life pafles away in heartlefs 
wifhes, lukewarm prayers, fhort-lived 
refolves, unfteady efforts, imaginary peni- 
tence, and real fin. If this be your cha- 
rader, know that Jefus Chrift demands the 
whole heart. He requires fervent fupplica- 
tion, flrenuous exertion, faithful fervice* 
The whole man muft work: the whole 
man muft work out his falvation with 
fear and trembling. If grace is extended 
in vain, Chrift will refume his wafted gift. 
How long halt ye between two opinions ?^ If 
the Lord be God^follo^v him. 

To thofe who have hitherto manifefted 
by regular fruits of righteoufnefs, that in 

fmcerity 
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fincerity they have left all to follow Chrift^ 
let me, in the laft place, dirc£t fome few 
words of exhortation. Though your pro- 
grefs has thus far been triumphant, your 
warfare is not at an end. Your adverfary 
ftill keeps the field, and defpairs not. His 
aflaults will ceafe only with your life. 
Perfevere. If you perfevcre j He who has 
begun a good work in you, will complete 
it. But all depends oa your perfeverance. 
The crown of glory is prepared. Lofc 
it not by relaxing in your exertions. 
Forfeit not the reward of paft labours by 
future floth. The arm of your Saviour is 
not fh'ortened, nor his ear turned away. 
Look up ftill to him, atid go forth conquer- 
ing and to conquer. Yet a few more days 
or years of conflidJ; ; and the vidlory is 
atchieved, and the recompenfe of vicfiory 
fecured for ever. What are days and years 
to eternity ! Having fuftained the burden 
and heat of the day ; will you faint when 
the hour of reft, the times of refrefhin^ 
from the prefence of the Lord, are at hand? 
Ye have needy and to your laft hour you 
will have need, of patience ^ that^ after ye 
hive done the will of God ^ ye might receive 
the promife. But yet a little while^ and he 

that 
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thatjhall come will come^ and will not tarry, 
^bejuftjhall live by faith : but if any man 
draw batk^ my foul^ faith the Lord, Jhall 
have nd pleafure in him. Be not ye of them 
ti^bo draw back unto perdition : but of them 
thai believe to thefaving of the foul (/)• > 

(i) Hcb, X. jtfH^ 
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Goodiysfs iiluftrated by the Charadcr of 
Barnabas, 



Acts, xi. «2 — 24, 



They fent forth Barnabas^ that bejhouldgo, 
as far as Antioch : wboy when be came^ 
and had feen the grace of Gody was glad^ 
and exhorted them all^ that with purpofe 
of heart they would cleave unto the Lord. 
For he was a good man^ and full of the 
Holy Ghoji and of faith. 

TN the management of worldly tranfac- 
tions, the foundnefs of the principles 
upon -which we condu£b ourfelves is a cir- 
cumftance of prime moment to our fuccefs. 
If the man of fcience builds his fpccula- 
tions on a groundlefs theory, and fuftains 
them by an unphilofophical procefs ; fhall 
not they terminate in emptinefs and dif- 

appoint^ 
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appointment ? If the Commander embarked 
in a perilous enterprife, has formed an er- 
roneous judgement concerning its nature, 
and meafures its. facilities or its difliculties 
by a falfe ftandard ; Ihall not tbe event be 
difaftrous? Is it not then of inexpreffible 
concern that, in purfuing the interefts of 
eternity, you fhould contemplate them with 
difcerning eyes ; and eftimate, by a true 
criterion, every particular v^^hich is eflential 
to the attainment of your obje£t ? The maa 
of fcience may renew his labours on a fir-* 
mer bafis. The Commander, reaping wif- 
dom from defeats, may conquer in another 
campaign. Not fo the departed fpirit, wil- 
fully eftranged, while in the body, from 
the path of final happinefs,. Difappoint- 
ment in that purfuit is ruin for even 

There are few fubjeds refpe(5ting which 
a more confpicuous variety of judgement 
prevails than exifts with regard to goodnefs. 
How numerou3, how difcordant are the 
ftandards by which it is meafured 1 Enter 
the crowded circle of fociety, and advert to 
fome of the different charadcrs, to whic^^ 
you hear the term Good continually and 
confidently applied, 

Firft:' there is the decent and orderly 
man. He is fo regular in his attendance 

on 
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on the ordinattces of the church, fo punc-* 
tual in his dealings, fo free from grofs and 
open vice, fo unobftrufive in demeanour, 
fo decorous in all his proceedings ; that he 
fpeedily eftablifhes bis claim to the title of 
a good man. If, i/vhen called upon to 
applaud him as fuch, you ^venture to paufe 
for additional information : if, before you 
deliver your opinion, you wifti to obtain 
grounds for judging whethei:^ while he bears. 
x)\cform of godlinefs^ he alfo manifefts :tb€ 
power thereof ',.vfhcthQV his religion is an 
outfide coat, a fuperficial varnifli, or a 
principle of penetrating influence, war- 
ming and governing the: heart: you are 
inftantly decried as genforious and un- 
charitable and never to be fatisfied. "What," 
you are alked, " is goodnefs ; if fo rcfpe<9:- 
" able and exemplary a man as this is not 
'' good ?'' 

Then comes the liberal man, and prefers 
his claim. His pretenfions are inftantly 
admitted. He is fo open-hearted and be- 
nevolent ; fo prompt to empty his purfe ; 
fo kind to the poor ; fo hofpitable to his 
friends ! If you begin to examine, however 
modeftly, however in conformity with am- 
biguous appearances, whether his liberality 
may not be thoughtlefs profuflo'n j whe- 
I ther 
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ther hb benevokncc may not be a mertf^ 
natural feeling ; . whether his hofpitality' 
ipay.iXQt be the indulgence of .fenfuality 
aad oftentation; wh^her other parts of hb- 
cooduS uphold or contradict the ftippqli- 
tion of his goodnefs : you are ewcountered* 
vith vehement declarations that* a bettet 
man never exifted ; and are filenced with^ 
the perverted text, that charity coveretb a 
muhitude ofjins. 

Then comes an oppofite charafter ; the 
induftrious and frugal man.. So much' 
laudable diligence ip his bufmefs ; fo much 
care to provide for his family ; fo much: 
exertion, fo much patience ; fo much pet- 
fcverance, fo much felf-denial j fuch ex;i» 
emption from parade, from noife, from' 
extravagance, from diffipation : here is an 
example of laborious virtue ! If you ititi^ 
iiiate a doubt whether his labours exemplify 
any difpofition beyond covetoufnefs ; yoa 
are treated as a man determined to find 
fault, as one whom neither generofity nor 
frugality can pleafe. 

The next perfon who demands notice .w( 
the cautious man. "His objed is never W 
give offence. He fays civil things of every 
perfon ; yet not fo civil of any perfon a« 
to excLitc the jealoufy of another. He 
-*Z avoids 
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avcnds the delivcty of any pofitive opinion. 
If prjefentr at a difcuffion refpcifting fotne^ 
ccntroverted occurrence, and appealed to 
by both fides ; he admires the excellent 
argumetits reciprocally produced ; profefles 
bimfelf incompetent to decide between 
them; or holds fuch a middle courfe as 
sttay not be altogether unfatisfadory to 
dither difputaht. He attaches himfelf to 
no party ; but endeavours to indVice all 
fcverally to regard* hini as well inclined 
ta their caufe. He is thought fomewhat 
feferved, and perhaps rather timid and in- 
CDi^fiftent: but, while his condud is a 
fifibe /©f time-ferving infincerity, he is ge- 
nerally allowed to be " a very good fort of 
*^:man.'' 

Another charaSer in high repute is the 
eafy good-humoured man. He is fo " plea- 
*f fant,^- as the phrafe is j fo cheerful ; fo 
harmlefs J fo neighbourly ! Every perfoti 
whotn he meets he appears delighted to 
fee. He is always furnifhed with enters 
taining converfation ; always prepared 
|Q -join in any fcheme of amufement ; 
^^ways difpofed to colled his acquaint- 
ance around him ; always careful to dif- 
inifs them pleafed with his foclety. It is 
•thus that^ pofGbly without poifefling a fm-* 
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gle eftimable quality, unlcfs a gay facility 
of temper deferves the name j he obtains 
far and wide the denomination of as excel- 
lent a man as ever was born. 

The laft charader which fhall be meii- 
tioned is one, that heretofore was confined 
to the upper ranks : but one whofe pTiri*** 
ciples, in the defcending contagion of 
flkfliion, have reached the middle walks of 
life. I mean that charadler whom the world 
calls " a man of honour." The matt of 
this defcription ftudioufly praftices wtiat«» 
ever is creditable, and avoids whatever is 
difcreditable, in the clafs of fociety in whtdi 
he moves. When the law of God accords 
with the rules of the )vorld, he follows it^ 
not becaufe it is the law of God, but 
becaufe it is the rule of the world. 
When the laws of God .and the rules of 
the world difagree; he prefers the world td 
his Maker. His language concerning moral 
condud: is the language of pride;, and 
fhews that reputation, not God, is the ob^ 
jed of his worfliip. Afk him why he 
fhuns any particular pradice. Does hd 
reply, " Becaufe it is fmful ?" The expref^ 
fion is foreign to his lips. He anfwers ; 
** Becaufe it is mean : becaufe it is low-; 
V begawfe it n degrading ;^ becaufe it is im«- 

^* be- 
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^^ h^zoxx{vfi% ^ gentUman ; becaufe it is be^- 
^^..neatb me: becaufe it is di/bonourable.^^ 
Why does he purfue a fpecified line o^ 
condud: ? Becaufe it is acceptable to God ? 
Becaufe it is conformable to the example 
of . Jefus <Ihrift ? He thiiiks not of fuch a 
ftandard. He purfues it becaufe if. has the 
' ftamp o£fa(hionabie eftimatioitr Deftitute, 
It may be, of a grain of true religion, this 
man is regarded by multitudes as a model 
of pcrfeftion F 

..'With the goodnefs of thefe variotis cha- 
ndJiers, and of others which might have 
been delcribed, fome praifed by one fet of 
m^ea, fome by another fet, and all of them 
^Jictolled by thcmfelves, the world rings* 
In Cbo midft of thefe uniyerfal encomiums^ 
the mind naturally obferves to itfelf ; ** If 
** -all thefe different characters are good men^ 
•*.how eafy muft.it be to be good! And 
V how excellent .muft the world be, which 
^* contains fo much goodnefs !'* Now, un-^ 
fortunately for that view of the fubjeft, this 
ireprefentation of the excellence of the worlds 
a^nd of the eafmefs of being gdod, is not 
exa£tly the language of the Scriptures. 
The Scriptures fpeak of the world as lying 
in wickednefs; as being under the power 
of Satan. They pronounce its friendfliip 
Vojt, JL I t# 
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<o be enmity with God. They affirm thit 
Chriftians are not to be conformed to thfe 
world ^that we are to be crucified untt 
the world ; that if we love the world, -wc 
fhall perifli with the world. Then with 
jrefped: to the facility of attaining goodnefi^ 
ihe Scriptures aver that the imagination of 
the heilct of every man is evil from kit 
youth : that the heart is by nature deceitful 
;above.allwthings, and defperately wicked 
Their common reprefentation of a Chriftiajn 
Jiife,i« that of a ftate of war ; of a ibruggle 
ifojr the m^ftery over fin ; of \*reftling againil 

• 4)rincipalities and powers of darknefs. They 

jcalli upohois to, be good foldiers of Jefus 

Ghrift; to endure hardfhip for Him; to take 

unto ourfelves the whole armour of God^ 

ihe (hicld of faith, the breaft-plate of righ- 

teoufnefs, the fword of the Spirit. They 

command us not to follow the multitude 

to do evil ; but to walk in the narrow way, 

.and ftrive to enter through the ftrait gate, 

^jif we feek to inherit falvation. They 

teach usv with an immediate reference to 

.the prevailing opinions of the world re- 

.fpedhig goodnefs, how frequently that 

; which is highly- efteemed among men is 

' abomination in the fight of God. We may 

therefore feci well aflured, without minute 

2 * iaquiry^ 
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inquiry V that all thefe different defcriptions 
of:! men cannot be models of goodnefs. 
We: may perhaps reafonably fufpefi jthat 
Dot one of them is' good, 
i^v While we are thus bewildered in ob- 
icliirity and tronfufion, the word of God 
holds out a lantern to our paths. The 
i*«)rd of God fets a good man before us. 
Barnabas was d good man. 

• Here thi^n at length we fed folid ground 
undei* our feet If we can afcertain what 
was'tht eharader of Barnabas, we know 
what muft be the charader of a good man* 
Lfel us eKamine therefore the circumftances 
which the Scriptures difclofe concerning 
him. 

* Barnabas^ when he came^ and had fee?} 
the grace of God ^ was glad y and exhorted 
iberi all that with purpofe of heart they would 
cleave unto the ^Lord. For he was a good 
man ; and full of the Holy Ghojl^ and of 

faith. 

(f : 

L Barnabas wa's full of the Holy Ghojl. 

What is the meaning of this expreffion? 
Kot merely, nor principally, that Barnabas 
pofleffed the power of working miracles. 
For though he undoubtedly was favoured, 
Hke Other eminent Chriftians of his day, 
with many extraordinary gifts of the Holy 
la Spirit : 
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Spirit: no circumftance of this nature is^ 
here recorded conceming him. The worda 
are intended aa a pi&cre of the ftateof 
his heart. They defcribe him. as fanftifiedf 
by xlivine grace : as being no kmger oftbt 
tvorldy cverp as Chrifi was not ofth< worlds 
as born again not of water oxily but oftb^ 
Spirit ; as rcfcued from . the dominion of 
inheren tcorruption, and created anew onto 
kolinefs ; ad J)urified from the carnal mind 
wMch is not/ubjeSf ta thi law of God^ nep^ 
$ber can be fubjedk unto it, being ia its^ 
eflence dire£t^y oppofed to it ; and as^ filled 
with the fruits oftbe Spi^it^ with all righ* 
teoufnefs and godlinefs, with holy yieW?^ 
holy principles, holy tempers, holy deljure^t 
holy purpofes, which are by Jejiis Cbri/t 
unto the glory and praife of God. 

Here you have one charafteriftic of 
Goodnefs* 

11. Barnabas v^z.% full of faith. 

Barnabas could affirm, in the words of hi^ 
companion, St. Paul, TChe life which I now 
lead in tbeflefb^ I lead by the faith of the 
Son of God; by whom the world is crucified 
unto me^ and I unto the worlds His faith 
was fmcere, cordial, warm, energetic, pro-* . 
dUdive. It was not a cold and naked af^ 
fent to the hiftoricial truth of the adions of 
12 Chrift^ , 
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Chrlft, fuch as be might yield to a true ac- 
count of Pontius Pilate or of Judas. It 
was not a barren fpeculation dwelling in his 
bead as a portion of abftradl knowledge, 
like a curious principle in mechanics, or a 
fubtle theorem in aftronomy. It was faith 
in the Son of God, faith in a Savioun He 
faw the extent of his own corruption, the 
cbnfequenccs of his own guilt. He was 
•convinced that to refcue him from that cor- 
ruption, to redeem him from thofe penal 
confequences, the eternalSon of God had 
veiled his inherent glories, had become 
man, had laboured, had fuffered, had died* 
He fck that the ?iife which was ranfomed 
"vjz^ due to Him who had ranfomed it. 
His foul was rfilled with humble confidence, 
with adoring gratitude, with fervent love. 
With thefe emotions it was habitually filled. 
On that Saviour, to whom he owed all, he 
<Jepended for all. To that Saviour, now 
*€xalted in human nature to the right hand 
of God, he looked with affedionate af^ 
iinance for Ilrength, and guidance, and 
mj^rcy, and grace. He knew in whom he 
trufted. His works were the fruits of faith : 
iind his faith was manifefted by his works. 
Her^ is a fecond chara(aeEiftic of Good- 

•y... 1 3 III. Bar- 



J 1 8 Ooodnefs Hluflrated hy 

III. Barnabas, when be came and badfeen 
the grace ofGod^ was glad. 

On the perfccution of the Chriftiaos 
which commenced with the martyrdom of 
Stephen, numbers were flattered abroad 
throughout Judea and the furroundiag 
countries in queft of places of fafetjr. 
Wherever they came, they diflfufed the 
knowledge of the Gofpel : and fome of 
them travelled as far as Antioch,> and 
preached the Lord Jefus to the Greciam. 
When the Apoftles, who, under a convici- 
tion of their duty as leaders of the chuccb» 
had remained in the face of danger at Jc« 
rufalem, were informed how fignally the 
Providence of God had caufed the difper*- 
fion of the Chriftians to become the inftm- 
ment of enlarging the dominion of the 
faith ; they fent forth Barnabas to Antiodb^ 
that he might eftabliih the minds of the 
new converts^ When he had arrived^ arid 
had beheld the ^race of God : when hq^ 
was an eye-witnefs of the nunaber of the 
Grecian difciples, and of the efficacious, 
working of the Spirit of God in turning 
them from darkaefs to light, in leading 
them to the knowledge of a crucified Re- 
deemer, and animating them with an ar- 
dent defire of that falvation which wa? %q 

1>Q 
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be obtained only through his merits and 
atonement ; he was glad. His bofom fwel- 
led ^ith delight : with delight to fee the 
exaltation of his Matter's glory, and the 
exteniion of his kingdom. He would have 
fcjoiced, had he beheld no more than the 
tranquillity and outward comfort of his 
fellow Ghriftians. But the delight which 
(wallowed up all other motives of joy was 
ta. behold the grjowing eftabliflunent of the 
cbureh of Chrift : to behold the Lord add^ 
ing daily to it fucb as Jbould be faved : to 
behold men on the verge of deftrudion 
rendered confcious of their danger, and 
eager to grafp the hand ftretched out for 
tlidt deliverance : to behold (inners turn* 
ing ^th abhorrence from their iniquities, 
and glorifying the Lord their Redeemer by 
newniefs of life. 

Here you, have a third feature ip the cha- 
ra^er of a good man, 

IV. Barnabas exhorted them aUy that with 
purpofe of heart they would cleave unto the 
lurd. 

The joy of Barnabas, did not wafte Itfelf 

m idle contemplation. His fenfe of duty 

.permitted him not to flumber. His love 

of Chrift conftrained him to labour for 

1 4 Chrift 
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Ghrift. His love pf man impelled him tof 
the affiftance of man. At an earlier pe^ 
riod, when he had obferyed the diftreft 
which prevailed among the poorer Chrif* 
tians; haying land, he fold it, and brought 
the money, and laid it at the feet of the 
Apoftles, that it might be diftributed among 
his necefl5tous brethren. On that occafidn 
he appears to have received, as St. Luke 
informs us, from the Apoftles the name by 
which he was afterwards diftinguifhed : 
thefurname of Barnabas^ 'which isj bfing in^ 
terpreted the Son of Confolation [k\ How 
many fufFerers at that time experienced 
from his compaflion the comforts of foojf 
and raiment ! He now went about doing 
good, feeding the hungry and clothing 
the naked, in another and an infinitely 
more beneficial manner. He w^ent abotit 
as ininifter to mankirid of thofe bleffihgs, 
which exclufively confer complete' and 
durable confolation : deliverance from.fin^ 
fpiritual ftrength, fupport to the foul, the 
bread of life, the garment of righteoufnefs.^ 
He exhorted them all-: he neglefted not 
the opportunity of promoting the et6rna| 
\yelfare of any individual. He exhorted 

.\h) Aas,iv. 36,37. ' . 

thenn^ 
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^m all, that with purpofe of heart they 
Iwrould clekve unto the Lord. He warned 
th«m individually of the fupreme import- 
ance of being faithful to Him, of whom 
jtbey profefled themfel ves the difciples. He 
i« before them the heinous guilt, the tre- 
mendous confequences, of falling away. 
He taught them, that neither a temporary 
adherence to Chrift, nor an outward and 
formal confeflion of him^ conflicuted a 
Chriftian. He taught them that, if they 
would be acknowledged at the lad day as 
Chriftians, they muft confefs Chrift with 
devotednefe of heart unto the end : confefs 
him by life and by death, by adling and 
J>yfuffering: confefs him by renouncing 
the world ; by living unto him ; by feek- 
ing his favour, not that of man ; by ferving 
him in fpijit and in truth ; by cheerfully 
encountering for hiis fake the lofs of eafc, 
of intereft, of reputation j by receiving his 
law as the rule of life ; and by a holy de- 
termination day by day to fubmit to hatred 
and danger, to ridicule and contempt, ra- 
ther than tranfgrefs any one of his com- 
lonandmentft. 

Here you have a fourth mark, by which 
^ good man is to be known. 

Though 
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Though I have ftudioufly allotted bul 
few words to the foregoing particulars { 
your patience, I fear, will allow me to make 
only a very fhort application. 

You have now learned, from the infaU 
liWe authority of the word of God, th6 
cflential nature of Goodnefs. Accuftom 
yourfelves uniformly to eftimate Goodnefs 
by the fcriptural llandard ; not by the ftah- 
dard of the world, but by the ftandard oi 
God. When you are to form an opinion 
concerning' other men, examine and cpn? 
fider and hope and judge with charity: 
but, if you are to judge at all, judge by 
{Scripture. Above all things, \6t tlie Scrip- 
itures be your guide in judging of your^ 
felves. The orderly man may make de^ 
corum bis idol : the liberal man, liberality : 
the induftrious man, induftry : the cautious 
man, warinefs ; the good-humoured man, 
popularity in focial intercourfe : the votary 
of honour, reputation. The worfliippeir 
of each of thefe idols may obtain frofn the 
world the charader of Goodnefs. But if 
you are one of thefe worfliippers, let the 
world extol your goodnefs as it may, you 
^rc not a good man. . While you worftiip 
any one of thefe idols,, wbile you worfhip 

any 
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any idol, you cannot be a good man. Do 

you defire to attain Goodnei^ ? Look to the 

charadertof Barnabas. Obferve the pro- 

, minent features in his portrait. Do you 

perceive in yourfclf a genuine refemblance 

to them,? Are you, like Barnabas, full of 

the Holy Ghojl ? Is your bofom the abode 

of Chriftian graces ; of humility and felf- 

abafement ; of unfeigned repentance ; of 

purity and fpiritual-mindednefs ; of meek^ 

/i^fe, long-fuffering, and forgivenefs ; of 

grateful love to the all-fufficient Redeemer ? 

Is it, at leaft, your conftant prayer, to be 

filled with thefe and other gifts of the Holy 

Spirit ; and your fervent defire to be aa 

" example of them ? Are you, like Barnabat^ 

full offaltb ? Is your faith a faith in the 

Lord Jefus? Is your faith a living faith? 

Has it weaned you from all reliance on 

yourfelf to habitual dependence on Chrift ? 

Does it conftrain you to a life of zealous 

obedience full of every good word and 

work ? Or, when your confcience upbraids 

the weaknefs of your faith; is your- fup- 

plication that of the afilided father of the 

youth poflefled by an evil Spirit, l^ord! 

J believe : help thou mine unbelief f Are you, 

Jijfe Barnabas, ^lad when you fee the gracf 
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cfGod? Do you feel warmly interefted' in 
the fuccefs of the Gofpel ? Do you feel the 
caufe of Chrift as your caufe ? Is the caufe 
of Chrift that caufe which beyond all others 
you have at ''heart? When a finncr is re- 
daimed, when a righteous man makes a 
progrefs in holinefs ; do you delight m 
the reflc6tion that it is your God, your Re- 
deemer, your grcateft Benefador, who is 
glorified ? Are you, like Barnabas, vigilant 
and earneft to embrace every fit oppor- 
tunity of encouraging others to cleave unt9 
the Lord with purpofe of heart f To bring 
others unto the love and obedience of 
Chrift is not an office peculiar to the mi- 
oifters of religion. To them it is more 
iefpecially committed. By them it ia to be 
exercifed in a manner different from that 
which becomes thofe, who are not ordained 
to the miniftry. But in an appropriate 
meafure and degree, watchfulnefs and exer-F- 
tion to impart religious knowledge and 
affiftance belong to every man. They ar& 
teftimoni^s of love to God and man re- 
quired fiom every one. They are tefti^ 
monies which every one who loves God 
and man cannot but be folicitous to ren- 
der. Are they teftimonies which in your- 
.:;:. families. 
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lainiUes, among your friends, 'among your 
acquaintance, among your neighbours, yoi^ 
arc anxious properly to render ? . . 

Finally ; in examiniiig ypurfelves by the 
ftripturaf charaders of Qopdij^fs, take all 
of them together. Venture not to think 
<>f' putting Sunder qualifiieations which 
God haj infeparably joined. More eifpe- 
cially beware of being enfnared into the 
prevailing and Very fatal delufion, of ima* 
gming that Goodnefa ponfifts in. beaevo*- 
knee. Beneyplence can be at the utmoft 
teut tone part of Goodnefs. It is a part of 
Goodnefs which, if it (lands alone,, is no^ 
thing. What could it avail you to love 
your neighbour as yourfelf ; if you do not 
love the Lord your God with all your 
heart? Nay the greateft adls of kindnefs to 
your fellow- creatures may be entirely def-- 
titue of Goodnefs. St. Paul avers that, 
although you beftow all your pofleffions 
to feed the poor, the deed will profit you 
nothing if you have not charity : if you 
have not a cordial love to man founded on 
love to God. You may lay down your 
life, if you are a parent, from affedion to 
your children ; and yet be no more ferving 
God by the facrifice, no more be ading 
under the iiifluence of religion, than the 

brute 
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Iwute animal which encounters death ill 
defence of its young. The quality of a 
deed is fiamped by the motive. On every 
occafion examine not only what you do, 
but why yoa 60 it. Nothing is fervicc to 
God, but that which is done from love to 
God. Does either reafon of the Gofpel 
authorize you to^xpedt that God fhould 
reward a defed which is ftot intended as 
fervice to Him ? Let me leave before you 
this pradical truth ; and may divine grace 
impf efs it upon your bofoms : that nothing 
is Goodnefs, which does not proceed from 
tove to God ; and that no one is a good 
man, unlefs the love of God be habitually 
.;the ruling principle of his life. 
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?• • Dn Pride. 

s.-..--i .•.•-.•. 

-■-> ;. Pj^ov^ xvi. 5. 

. ..;-... . . jr 

iTr/fry one that is proud in Heart is an Abom^ 
» nation to^ the L^rd. 

TN the maladies. 'Which affault the huraaa. 
body, a marked diftinaion prevails as to 
the relative extenfivenefs of their influence. 
Of feme the force is nearly exhaufted upon 
the organ or the limb on which they fatten. 
Others, deeply rooted in the conftitution, 
pervade the general fyftem : and in every 
different ftate of the frame, and in every 
different mode of life, advance their machi- 
nations, and prepare their final triumph. 
Fulnefs of blood ftimulateq the internal 
foe : debility meets it with languid refift- 
ance ; exertion accelerates its progrefs : 
fcdentary habits facilitate its inroads. A 

kindred 
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kindred analogy difcriminates the dii« 
tempers of the TTtind. Somer-^zB hsrtred 
and terror, firmly fixing upon particular 
objeds, are little excited on ordinary occal^ 
(ions. Others, afpiring to general fway^ 
find, under all circumftances and at every 
period, opportunities of gratificatiom Of 
paffions of this charaifter the moft eminent 
is Pride. Juftly do^ it claim the dcnonii-t 
nation of an univerfal paffion. ' Age or fcx 
or fituation exempts not from its controuL 
Body ai^ mind, virtues and vices,Jt prefles 
ioto its fervice. The heart may ficken, the 
underftanding may, recqil, at the prqfpedfc 
But on every fide the fcene is the fame* 
, \!*We behold meii proud in health, proud ip 
the chamber of difeafe; proud in public^ 
prOlid in retirement-; proud of their fftt4 
gality, proud of their profufion ; proud oiF 
their fobriety, proud of their intemperance; 
proud of their pride ; proud of their hvt^ 
mility. ■• 

Liften to the charadler afcribed by differ 
rent families to each other. How general 
is that of pride ! '- To fome houfehold^ 
covfetoufnefs is attributed as an hereditary 
failing ; to fome, irafcibility ; to fome, fuft 
picion. How much larger is- the number 
%9. which pride ia iriiputed I How. few are 
'/: :. \ . .. «vett 
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even the individuals among your acquain- 
tance whom, foonef or later, you have not 
known to be delineated as proud ! How 
frequently has the charge, whether true or 
falfe, whether urged againft families or in- 
dividuals, been brought forward through 
the impulfe of pride in the perfon who 
advances it ! Of the bickerings, the jealou- 
lie«, the offences, the diflikes, which fe- 
parate neighbours from each other, how 
large a proportion originates in Pride, ma- 
niftfted by one party or by both !•'' 
' In the day ye eat of the fruit of the tree 
which is in the midji of the garden^ faid the 
author of evil to our fir ft parents, then your 
tyes Jhall be opened \ and yejhall be as gods^ 
knowing good and evil. Pride was the paif- 
fion to which he addreffed himfelf. Who 
art thou among the defcendents of the ori- 
ginal tranfgreffors, who accurately fcruti- 
mfcft thy bofom, and detedeft not pride at 
the bottom of thy heart ? Who art iliou 
that, after impartial and comprehenfive 
fcrutiny, difcernefl: not pride to be more 
jpibwerful in thy bofom than almoft any 
other, if not than every other, rebellious 
propenfity ? 

•' In order that we may the more diftindly 

cotitemphte pride as to its nattire and its 

oonfequences j let us, in the firft place, con- 

' Vol. II. K fidcr 
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fider fome of its modes of operation : fc- 
condly, its contrariety to religions principle 
and to the exan^ple of our Lord: and, 
thirdly, the juvlgements which by the ap- 
pointment of God have been annexed to 
it. We fhall then be prepared to apply 
fome concluding refled:ions to ourfelvds* 

I. Let us begin with the confideration 
of national pride. Trace in geographical 
order the feveral kingdoms and ftates by 
which we are furrounded. Inquire the 
charader of each from attentive obfervers, 
to whom by long familiarity it has been 
developed. You will perceive diflferent 
regions refpedtively feparated and defined 
by appropriate marks of moral difcrimina* 
tion : and you will perceive one inar|c 
extended to all. This people will be de- 
fcribed as courageous ; that, as interefted ; 
that, as fickle ; that, as circumfpedi. Biit, 
before the defcription be completed, you 
will hear each charaderized as proud. 
Liften to thfe voice of nations converfing 
with each other in the public language of 
manifeftoes and memorials. How often is 
pride the mafter-note by which the whole 
ftrain.and cadence is governed ! Liften to 
their moft retired intercourfe imparted by 
the records of fecret negotiation* The. 

maftet- 
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tnafter-note is the fame. What is the moft 
frequent, the moft obftinate impediment to 
the fuccefsful conelufion of the treaty t 
pride : pride fometimes wearing the fea- 
tures of emulation ; fometiaies of ambition ; 
fometimes of refentment ; fometimes of 
policy ; but under every form and at every 
ftep difclofing its inherent charadler. When 
an injury has been hazarded; on what 
ground does the difficulty of obtaining re- 
paration commonly reft ? On the value of 
tlie invaded right ? Seldom either wholly 
or principally. It was probably at the 
inftigation of pride that the aggrefTor made 
the feizure. It is pride which inftigates 
his ftruggles to retain it. Prudence, how- 
ever, or timidity deters him from the con- 
teft. He is not unwilling to reftore his 
prize. But he carinot brook humiliation. 
He muft not feem to admit that he has 
done .wrong. He muft not appear to have 
been forced into reftitution. The difgrace of 
cbnceffion muft be veiled. Some fpecious 
pretence muft be framed : fome oft^nfible 
equivalent devifed : fome decent interval 
allowed. His pride muft be managed : his 
dignity muft be confiilted : his honour muft 
be faved. Such are the difclofures, fuch is 
the language, of diplomatic annals. 

* , IL2 Throw 
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Throw your eye acrofs the narrow bul- 
tirark of waters, by which the providence 
of the Moft High has divided and defended 
us from the Continent; and you behold 
one of the moft gigantic of the examples of 
^national pride which have ever aftoniflied 
an indignant or a fubjugatcd world. Our 
concern^ however, is with ourfelves* jt^dgt 
fiofy that ye be not judged. In all. our in- 
quiries, national or perfonal, refpeding the 
conformity of our motives and our pradlice 
to fome fpecific branch of moral and reli- 
gious duty; the important queftion, the 
queftion at iflue between ourfelves and our 
God, is not whether others have not of^ 
fended moie ; but whether V^re are not 
offenders/ Look on the page of modern 
hiftory j call to mind our public language 
and tranfadions within the compafs of your 
own memory ; and declare in the presence 
of a God of truth, a God who fearcheth 
the heart, whether the vauntings of national 
pride have not on numerous occafions been 
difplayed. When we have alluded to the 
relative rank which we have fuftained 
among the kingdoms of Europe, ro the re- 
fped and the awe with which the Britifh 
name is regarded in diftant quarters of the 
globe: is i^ feldom that our hearts have 
4 cherifhed 
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cherilhed the emotions and our tongifes 
uttered the voice of arrogance ? Has Pror 
videnc6 blefled us with a vifbory ? Has it 
thus made the moft forcible appeal to our 
humility ; thus addreffed itfelf to our grati- 
tude by. beftowing, notwithftanding our 
many fins and provocations, a fignal and 
unmerited bleffing ? What has been the 
popular cry ? " Behold, a proud day for 
*« England r* Has the Divine Wifdom 
fommoned us to felf-abafement by defeat ? 
How has the fummons been obeyed ^ City 
and country have refounded with the excia- 
mation of felf-fufficient confidence : " We 
^* muft roufe the proud Jpirit of Britons I" 
Even on the perilous edjge of that conteft for 
fife, and for every earthly objedl dearer than 
fife, to which we, at this moment, are hurried 
by an inveterate and frantic foe ; how gene- 
rally in the fenate and in the private circle, 
no Icfs than on the parade^nd in the camp, 
is national pride, under various forms, ad- 
drefled, applauded, puflied forward to ad- 
ditonal exceflesl Woe to the fenfelefs 
counfellors of this world who /peak well of 
pride, which God abhorretb. Proud and 
haughty /corner is his name^ who dealeth in 
proud wrath {a). Shall the couufel of the 

{a) Prov. XX!. 24, 

K 3 haughtv 
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haughty ftand ? Pride goetb before dejlruc^ 
tion ; and an haughty fpirii before a fall [p\ 
There is no kingfavedby the multitude of an 
hof : a mighty man is not delivered by much 
Jlrength \c\ Let lis diligently prepare ouj: 
holts for battle : but on the Lord of Hofta 
|)e our dependence. Away with every 
lofty look, every hoaftful word, every proud 
imagination of the heart. Tut on^ as the 
tie El of God ^ holy and belpved^ humblenef^ 
(f mind [d). So niay we meekly hop? 
that the Lord of Hofts fhall go forth with 
our armies. 

Turn to the walks of private life. In every 
place pride encounters you. Conteniiplatg 
fome of its ordinary appearances. 

Survey the man who ia intoxicated by 
pride of birth. Forgetful that the long 
fine of his anceftry may have been con- 
spicuous rather for fuccefs than for defert } 
for talents than for virtue: forgetful that 
the glory of their fuccefs, the praife of 
their defert, was due not to themfelves but 
to Him, from whom is every good i^n4 
perfed: gift; forgetful that the merit of 
anceftors affures not hereditary excellence 
to their defcendent,. but renders its abfencei 

(b) Prov. XVI. i8. (f) Pf. xxxiii. i6. 

{d) CoL iii. 12. 

more 
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more degrading: forgetful that the hum- 
bleft of his menials, the moft defpifed of 
the beggars whom he pafles in the ftreet, 
claim a pedigree which terminates in Adam, 
may look back on paradife as the natal feat 
of their progenitors : he fcorns the mafs of 
his fellow-creatures as men of yefterday ; 
and deems himfelf entitled to homage as 
though he were a being of a higher nature ; 
a being who had condefcended to ftep 
down from a fuperior orb, to receive for 
A time the refpeft and admiration of the in- 
habitants of this lower fphere. 

. Advert to pride of authority. The exercife 
of power affords to pride the moft folid 
gratification. From the higheft chair of office 
to the bench of the conftable ; from the 
general who vaunts of armies at his difpofal, 
to the fportfman who exults in the extent 
oif fields, fields perhaps belonging to others, 
over which he is authorifed to perfecute 
the animal race ; in the hufband, in the 
parent,^ in the landlord, in the mafter ; at 
•home and abroad, in bufinefs, in amufe- 
ment ; in the eagernefs of fome to diredl, 
in the reludtance of others to obey ; we 
learn the enfnaring and encroaching influ- 
ence of pride ; we learn how dear to the 
heart of the proud is pradlical command. 

K 4 Obferve 
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Obferve the pride of wealth. What 
toil, what folicitude, what confinementy 
V^hat felf- denial, what wearifome and per- 
fevering induftry, are devoted to the efta- 
blifhment of a name for opulence ! To be 
eminent on the exchange, in the reforts 
of commerce ; to be pointed out as ^ maa 
riling in credit and thriving in his enters- 
prizes; to difcern the gaze of envy in 
others, themfelves high in the catalogue of 
the wealthy ; how flattering, how gratify^ 
ing ! 7'brougb the pride of bis countenance^ 
God ii not in all bis tbougbts {e). To his 
own fagacity, vigilance, and exertion he 
afcribes the praife : to himfelf he oflfers in- 
cenfe. My power ^ he cries, and tbe might 
of my band bave gotten me tbis ivealtb (f)i 
From the pride of accumulation and pof» 
feffion advert to the pride of difplaying 
riches. See new apartments added to the 
already comfortable manfion. See the 
number of domeftics enlarged. See the 
fplendour of furniture and the luxury of 
the table augmented. See contempt of 
cxpence afFedled. See the praife of mag- 
nificence afliduoufly purfued. See pride^ 
by various arts adapted te the purpofes of 

{e) Pfalm X. 4. (/) Deiit, viii. 17.. 

oflentation 
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pftcntation ftooping to contrive its own 
;n4ulgence. 

0)nteraplate the pride of genius, inteU 
led:, and talents. Under how many various 
fhapes is it exhibited ! Sometimes it mani- 
fefts itfelf in difdain of induftry, as indica-- 
tive of dulnefo : fometimes in the love of 
fingularity and paradox : fometimes in 
boldnefs of fpeculation, and extravagance 
of conjedure : fometimes in pronenels to 
fiigmatize received opinions as vulgar preju- 
^dices; and in fceptical repugnance to ac« 
quiefce in any truth not completely cir- 
cumfcribed within the fpan of human 
comprehenfion : fometimes in reludance 
to difcern and acknowledge the neceffity of 
univerfal and cxclufive dependence on Di- 
vine Grace for ftrength under trials ; and, 
when the vaunted powers of the unaided 
mind prove unable to fuftain the foul, in 
fVctfulnefs, impatience, complaints of un- 
merited hardfliips, and open accufations of 
the impartiality and goodnefs of God. Some- 
times it betrays itfelf by overweening ideas 
which the individual ill difguifes of the ex- 
tent of his own powers, and by his unbound- 
ed eftimation of their importance : fome- 
times by open fcori^ of ordinary men, and 
pf the fobriety of common fenfe: fometimes 

by 
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by uawarranted-daringaefs of enter jprife, 
and prefuniptuous confidence of (iiccefB. 
Sometimes it isdiiplayed vci impatience^ of 
eoQtradiftion, in oracular fitlteritioufaefs, 
in a didatorial delivery of opinio^ : fome^ 
times in th^e autlioritative claim; or in the 
pretended dont^mpt^of applaufe: fometimes 
in antipathy to* peal or imaginary rivals^ 
and in determined averfio A: to recognize' 
merit in others,- efpecially in any ^erfoii 
diftinguilhed by qualities of mind, kindred 
to- thofe in which this, votary of pride' 
mikefs his ^Caft. -" '- 
/ Obfcn-e the pride 6f literary ittd profeA 
fional attainments. Behold the man of 
learning in his Jibrary fwelling with con-^ 
fcious erudition. Behold him fhuniling 
fociety with fuUen fupercilioiifnefs : or 
coming forth into the world a haughty 
polemic, difplaying himfelf in the field of 
controverfy as a gladiator in the Circus; 
eager to draw the eyes of the fpeftators to 
admiration of his prowefs ; combating for 
vidory rather than for truth ; loading and 
ftiffening the moft familiar fubjed of dit-* 
eourfe with dogmatical arrangement and 
the pedantry of quotation ; engaging in 
focial converfe with the manners and tem- 
pers of a difputant ftudious to. exhibit hia* 
8 pre-eminence 



0n Prid^, #35 

prc-emincncej and, in the fpirlt of literary 
^efpotifqfi, to frown down or bear down 
pppofitiqn. Confider the different jfirofet 
flQtkij whether defigned primarily for the 
fupport or for the cmbelliihment of life: and, 
jbchold in the. conduct of numbers who 
have attained to diftin&ion a melancholy 
proof of the facility with which pride in- 
iinuate$ itfelf into dominion over the heart* 
Skill, ingenuity, fuccefs, how often, inftead 
pf hpmbling the mind with a convidion 
of the bounteous goodnefs of God, do th^y 
inflate it with felf-complacency ; and tempt 
|t to afcribe to itfelf the powers which are 
the gift and the eyents which are the ^p- 
ppintm? nt^ of the JVlpft High ! 

Several other forms under which pride re-, 
veals itfelf might be diftinguiflied by parti- 
cular notice: more efpecially the pride of 
fafhion, which, at one time, allies itfelf with 
vanity ; at another, affuming a loftier deport- 
mept,xonftitutes the charader recently de- 
lineated, on a preceding occafion, which the 
world <lenominates the man of honour [g). 
But is there not yet an example of pride too 
portentous to be paffed over in filence, or 

ig) 5ee the preceding Sermon ; and alfo vol. 1. p. 380 

to 
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to lurk undfer the vaguenefs of general ex- 
pycffions? There is an example which 
unfolds more glaringly than any or than all 
of thofe which have hitherto heen adduced^ 
the odioufnefs, the malignity, the heinouC- 
nefs of this univerfal paflion. Who is this 
model of deformity ? Who is this that, 
like Leviathan in the waters, is a king over 
the children of pride {b)? The man of 
fpiritual pride. The man who^ with the 
lj)irit of thePharifee, exclaims, God^ I thank 
tbee^ that I am . not as other men are (/)• 
The man who, from the pinnacle of felf- 
rijghteounefs, looking fcornfuUy on his 
neighbour cries. Stand by thy/elf: come 
not near tg me: for I am holier than 
tbbu (I). 

U. Reflect on the irreconcilable con-* 
trariety between pride and religious prin*» 
ciple, as that principle {^ands recorded ia 
the Scriptures, and exemplified in the cha- 
railier of our Lprd Jefus Chrift. ^ 

The corner-ftone of Chriftian virtue, of 
Chrift ian faith, is humility. What was the- 
weightieft obftacle to the converfion of the 
Jews? Pride: Pride which forbade thenx 

{h) Job, xli. 34. (i) Luke, xviii. II. _ 

(iy ifaiab, kv. 5. 

" ^ to 
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to renounce their expedations qf ,a tri- 
umphant Mefliah, and their confidence in 
their perfonal righteoufncfs : Pride, which 
aggravated the offence of the Crofs, the 
ignominy of acknowledging a Redeemer 
who had xiied between two malefa<3;ors : 
Pride, which permitted them not, when 
ihey had crucified the Mafter, to liften to 
the fervants v Pride, which prohibited them 
from brooking the extindion of the Mofaic 
ritual, and the admiflion of Samaritans and 
Gentiles into favour with God and commu- 
nion with the defbendents of Jacob. What 
obftacle chiefly impeded the converfion of 
the Romany and the Greeks ? Pride : Pride, 
which fhamed them with the thought of 
aciceptipig a religion fprung from Judea, and 
difclsdming the fubtleties of philofophy. 
What is the primary fource of modern un- 
belief? Pride: Pride, which refufes to do 
homage to the wifdom of Revelation, and 
bow the neck to the yoke of the GofpeL 
On whom did Jefus Chrift find it the mod 
diflGcull to make an impreflion ? On the 
extortioner and the unchafte ? The publicans 
and harlots^ faid he, to the haughty Phari- 
i^ts^go into the kingdom of God before you (/)• 

(/) Matth. xxi. 31. 

Whom 
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Whom did his apoftles the nioff cafily pe^-i 
fuadp ? The man diftincruUhed by rank oif 
knowledge ? Not many wife men after tbi 
flefb^ replies St. Paul, not many mighty^ not 
many noble are called. But God hath chofeH 
the fooltfh things of this world to confound 
the wile : and God hath cbofen the weak 
tilings if the world to confound the things 
fWhich are mighty : and bafe things of tbi 
world and things which are defpifed batb 
Cod cbofen \m) : the ignorant, becaufe they 
were not too proud to learn ; the poor, 
becaufe they were Mo poor in fpirit ; the 
humble in ftation, becaufe they were alfo 
lowly in mind. Whom does the expe- 
rience of minifters of religion now pro- 
nounce leaft open to convi£tion ? The dit 
hone ft and the diflblute ? No. The cold 
and carelefs fcorner. Compared with the 
man whofe heart is (hut up in felf-righ- 
tedufnefs, or fteeled by inveterate contempt, 
the abandoned profligate is a hopeful fub- 
je<fl of converfion Do you, wonder then 
to hear the voice of the Scriptures raifed 
in continual admonitions againft Pride, in 
continual exhortations to humility ? In the" 
mouth of tbefooli/h is a rod of Pride. The 

(jm) 1 Cpr. i. 26— aS. 

Lord 
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iMrd batztb ia proud look. A high look and 
a proud heart is Jin. Pride and arrogattcy 
do I baU. Mivery one that is proud in heart 
is an abomination. t0 the Lord. The Pride of 
Jife is not of the Father^ but of the world. 
if any man love the worlds the love of the 
Father is hot in him. When Pride cometb^ 
then cotnetb Jbame : btct with the lowly is 
wifdom. Be clothed with humility : for God 
rejijleth the proud ^ but givcth grace to the 
bumble. Thus faith the high and lofty One 
that inbabitetb eternity^ whofe name is Holy ; 
I dwell with him that is of an humble fpirit. 
Whofoever e^alteth himfelf foall be abafed ; 
and he that humbkth himfelfjhall be exalted i 
Serve the <^ Lord with all humility of mind. 
Walk bwfnbly with thy God [n). 

So fpeak the warnings and the precepts 
of Scripture. How fpeaks the example of 
our Lord ? Being in the form of God^ and 
thinking it not robbery to be equal with God; 
be made bimfelf of no reputation^ and took 
upon him the form of a fervant and was 
made iii the Ukenefsofmen : and being found 
in^fajhion as a man^ he humbled himf&lf and 
ktcasne obedient unto deaths even the death 

(«) Prov. xiv. 3. VI. 17. XXI. 4. vlii. 13. xvi. 5 xi. 2. 
1 John, ii. 15, 16. .1 JPet. v. 5* Ifiiiah, Ivii. 15. Luke, 
xiv. 1 1. Afts, XX. 10. Micah, vi. 8. 

of 
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of the Crofs [o). Though by nature Grod, 
voluntarily to become man ; to be. born i^ 
the meaneft (lation; to be deftitute ot i 
place where to lay*^ his head ; to fclcik ai^ 
fociates and difciples of the loweft rzx^\ 
to be the fcorn of the wealthy and tfie - 
powerful ; to lead a life of continual toih 
of unceafmg peril ; to deliver himfelf into 
the hands of his implacable enemies;* 'to 
fubmit to be the jeft of the rabble, the dc- 
rifion of the foldiery ; to hide not his face 
from fhame and fpitting j to bear the reed; ' 
the crown ojF thorns, the purple robc^j 
to hear a feditious murderer preferred be^ 
fore him : to endure this aggravated mia^ 
lignity, this extremity of infult, from crea- 
tures whom his word had formed, wKoiii 
his-word could inftantly have annihilated; » 
to die between two thieves by the moft 
ignominious mode of death ; to die thud^ 
praying for his deftroyers ; to die thua aU 
an atoning facrifice for a rebellions and 
apoftate world : is not this Humility ? Is it 
not humility ftupendous, furpaffing cx-» 
ample, ftretching the limits of human cdrm* 
prehenfion ? This was the mind which' was 
in Cbrift Jefus. Followers of Chrift Jefus I 

(f) Philipp. ii. 6—8. 

Let 
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tdt this mind be in you [p). Come^ faith 
your Lord, and learn of Me : for I am meek 
and lowly in heart (gf). I have given you^ 
he exclaims in concluding a pradical lef- 
icuQ of humility; I have given you an ex^ 
QtapU that ye Jhould do as I have done (r)^ 
*Ilbis was the mind which was in^Chrift 
jefus. Followers of Cbrift Jefus ! let this 
mind be in you« 

III. Behotd in the fpecial judgements by 
which the Almighty has in former ages 
manifefied his indignation againil Pride^ 
the vengeance which it has at all times to 
expedk from his unchangeable abhorrence. 

The judgements with which the Su- 
preme Being chaftifes nations for a parti-* 
^ tular fm are not only penal inflidions upon 
the whole people coUcdively, but fpecial 
tokens of difpleafurc againft every indivi- 
dual guilty of the offence. What is the 
iiti^ which (lands prominent in the annals 
of holy writ^ as having difplayed fingular 
potency in drawing down national ven- 
geance from above ? Pride. What is the 
' iia. which hath drawn down the moft con- 

f/y ftiilipp. u. ^. (y) Matth. xl. 28, 29. 

^ > Voii. II. L fpicuous 
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fpifuous vengeance on individual charaf-. ,, 

ter3? Pride. Why doth God decree tfccV 

deffrudkion of Moab? Moab, faith Gcftf,^. 

Jhdll be dejlroycd from being a people^ becaujt 

he hath magnified bimfelf againji the Lord.\^ 

We have hear d the pride of Moab; be is e»^\ 

ceeding proud i his loftinefs^ and bis ^rr^ . 

garicy^ and bis pride ^ and the baugbtinefsof.. 

his heart (/). Why is Edom to perifh.?> 

T^be pride of thine heart bath deceived tbeer 

therefore Edom Jhall be a defolation ([t)^ 

Why is Tyre to be demoliftied for ever ? ; 

Becaufe her heart is lifted up ^ the Lord of 

Hvfts bath purpofed to fain the pride of aU 

her glory {u). Why is Babylon doomed. t9; ' 

perpetual ruin? Behold^ lam agoing tiee^., 

Othou mofi proudy faith the X^ord G$d,of 

Hojls. Call together the archers agoing 

Babylon : all ye that bend the bow^ camjp^ ^ 

againji it round about; let none tbere^ 

tfcape : recompenfe her according to her ^pork h 

forjhe bath been proud againji the Lord (w)* 

Why was Ifrael menaced with devouring 

vengeance ? Becaufe /Mr heart was exalted: 

becaufe the pride of Ifrael tefifieth to Hi 

face\x). Why was the king of AOTyria 

(/).Jerem- xlviii. 29. 42. Ifaiali, xvi. 6. (t) Jerboa. 
xlix. 16, 17* (u) £zek. xxviii 2. Ifuiah, znii. 9* 

(s^^Jerem* I. 2^. 31., (x) Hofeai ziii. 6. vii. lo. 

. -^ ren- 
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tendered a monument of divine wrath ? 
Becaufe ibou bajl exalted thy voice and lifted 
up thine eyes againjl the Holy One of Ifrael; 
I irnHpuilifh the fruit of the Jlout heart of 
the king of Affyria and the glory of his high 
looks [y). Why was Nebuchadnezzar dri- 
ven from his throne to herd with the beafts 
of thefidd? Becaufe his heart nvas lifted 
up and his mind was hardened with Pride (z). 
Why was Uzziah branded with incurable 
leprofy, and cut off from the houfe of the 
Lord f Becaufe his heart alfo was lifted 
up (^), and impelled him with obftinate 
pfefumption to invade the oflSce of the 
prieft; Why was Hezekiah punifhed with 
the pfojyhetic intelligence that his treafures 
fhould be the prey, and his pofterity the 
captives, of the Babylonians ? Becaufe he 
exhibited vvitK oftentatious arrogance thQ 
riches with which God had blefled him. 
He$^kiah rendered not again according to the 
benefit done unto him : for his heart was 
RJied up : therefore there was wrath upon 
him {b). How did God bring Ahitophel 
to deftrudlion ? By mortifying that pride 
of wifdom with which he was inflated. 

(y) 2 Kings, XIX. 2i. IfUiah, x. 12. ^ {%) Daniel, 
V. 16, (tf) 2 Chron. xxvi. 18. {b) 2 Chron- 

xxzii. 25* and fee 2 Kings, xx. 13— 18« and Ibaslx, zxiz# 

La The 
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The cQunfel of Ahitophd was in tbofe days 
as if a man bad enquired at the oracle ofGod* 
And when be faw tbat bis counfel was not 
followed^ be arofe and banged bimfelf (c). 
Why was Herod .fmitten by an Angel ^Ux^ 
eaten, while yet alive, of worms? Becaudb 
in the arrogance of his heart be gave not to 
Cod tbe glory {d). What was the fource 
of that lukewarmnefs in the Laodiceans^ 
againft which the divine indignation is pro- 
claimed ? Spiritual Pride. Tbou fayefti J 
am ricbj and encreafed witb goods and, have 
need of nothing [e). Behold on how many 
forms of Pride the recorded judgements gf 
the Mod High have fallen ! Alltbefe things 
happened unto them for enfamples : and they 
are written for our admonition (y). ^ , 

My brethren \ has it been needful to.^-* 
ter into iarger details ? Is not Pride cqn^ 
vidled as in every fliape utterly unchriftiaa j 
as the primary caufe df the fall of Man ; ^ 
in all ages the foundation of the moft h^i* 
pous fins, of the moft tremendous judge- 
ments. ? Yet have ye not beheld Satan trans- 
formed into an a?igel of tight ? Have ye not 
beheld Pride iifurping the femblance of 
Virtue ? Have ye not heard Pride loaded 

,(c) ;2.Sjiip. xvl. 23. xvil. 25. (J) A6b, xii. 23* 

{4) Rcvtjjii; fy- (/) i Cor. x. ik 

V' . with 
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with panegyric, recommended to imitation ? 
Have ye ■ not Tieard of proper Pride, of 
^^cent Pride, of honourable Pride, of manly 
Pride*? Do you not inceflantly hear this 
jArgcto frbm the lips of profeffed Chriftians ? 
Prijper^ Pride, decent Pride, honourable 
Pride, m4nly Pride ! Talk rather of proper 
lAaingmty J 1 of decent blafphemyj of ho- 
9<)titabte barbarity ; of manly Murder ! 
B^' not dietived : ' God is not mocked. Pride, 
ivith whatever epithets it maybe attended, 
tinder v^hatever decorations it may be difi 
giJlSfed, is Pride, is fin. That the proud ia 
hblaiift ihould vindicate Pride ; that by fubtle- 
tks^of expreffidn and delufive diflindions 
thfcylhould labour to provide excufes and 
pleas for the indulgence of their ruling 
paflidn, is* riot wonderful. Leave Pride to 
the proud". Be not ye corrupted by evil 
commuhicatioh to call evil good, and dark« 
hefe light; The word of God is your (lan- 
iard. By that ftandard try every word, 
atid motive, and temper, and aftion. 

Pride is ever fetting up itfelf agalnft 
heaven. When it looks to God, it is 
with a defire of beitig freed from depen- 
dence on Him. When it confiders men. 
It undervalues His gifts to others ; and 
- prompts us to adt, with refpeft to His gifts, 

L3 to 
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to ourk\yf€B a8 though they were iBherent 
in u8, or were our due. Hence the fcetful 
impatience of the prefumptuous undcf tk( 
laws and dirpenfatioos of Infinite Wif^on. 
Hence the fcornful eye and the boai^ 
tongue. Hence, in the daily paths of *c<Mh 
mon lifC) men avow themfelves prowl* '<9f 
the fuccefs, pr^ ud of the marks of fftVMTi 
of p^^ference^ of honour, by which itiifiy 
^re diflinguiijbed. What are thefe diftmc- 
tions but C2ilh for gratitude and huog^ilifyi 
When St. Paul, comparing the ^xteotil»f 
his exertions wiib thofe of the othe[r Aipol^ 
ties, incidentally exclaims, / laboffre4 JtWt 
abundantly thun tbey<fll: with, what fi^- 
citude does he inftantly guard the e|cp^« 
fion againft the imputation of feemidg 
pride — Tet not I; but tbegrac^ of God which 
was with me {g) ! Whoever thou art 
who glorieft, give the glory tq God. . JVb9 
maketb thee to differ from another f And 
what baji thou that thou didji not received 
Now if thou didJl receive it^ why doji thou 
glory as if thou hadjl not received it [V) ? 

Finally, in fcrutinifing your own bofotid 
that you may difcover whether it is under 
the influence of Pride, inveftigate with the 

ij^) I Cgr. XV. 10. (h) i Cor. iv. 7- 

minuted 
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tmnuteft accuracy your fenfations in cafes 
of "-compkkkm. M^n; refleftittg ;with • 
complacency on their affable deportment 
towards their inferiors, on that ground take 

-friquent : credit wth ^thismfelves for hu- 
miKty : and actually become pufted up 

-witli <ai;FpganiQe in the contemplaHon of 
their imaginary meeknefs. But bring them 
into eontad): with their equals and rivals: 
atid the dominion of Pride is flagrant. 
Unlefs your bofom is fwayed by unaflfedled 

: humility in y*Up intercourfe with equals 
^ind 'With rivals ; unlqfs habitually ^nd uni- 
verfally you mind not high things ; conceive 
not that you are not the flave of Pride be- 

- <^t(fe you condefcend to men of low eftate (/), 

(i) Roxn. xiit 16, 
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JScal Hluftrated by tht Gharaacr of Jchuv 



•w. 



. a. Kings, X. i6. 

Come with me^ and fee my %eal for the 
Lord. 

"TN regions where civilization has made 
•*• but feeble advances, opinions grofsly 
erroneous prevail concerning fome of the 
xnoft valuable produdlions of the earth. 
Subftances which, among nations enlight- 
ened by fcience, are daily introduced with 
fignal utility in medicine, in manufadures, 
in various arts which fmoothen or embel- 
lifh the paths of life, are indifcriminately 
negleded and defpifed : or, in confequence 
of mifchievous effefts produced by a ralh 
and unikilful application of them, or by 
heterogenous mixtures with which they are 
debafed, become objedls of averfion and of 

dread. 
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dread. Or having been found, in cafual 
trials, to be endued with beneficiarpowetrf' 
they are extolled as invefted' ^wtth a kind 
of magical influence, and are blindly em- 
ployed as pofTefled of univerfal cflficacy. 
Similar mifconceptions not unfrequently 
predominate even among ourfel ves concern- 
ing hijghly eftimable endowments of thie 
mind : and predominate from fiiftilar caufes, 
a very inaccurate infight into the nature of 
thdfe endowments, and a hafty and un- 
warrantable ufe and appropriation of them. 
Thus by fome, genius is admired as an all- 
powerful talent, grafping without an eflTort 
the treafures of Taftc and Knowledge: 
while by others it is depreciated as unfitting 
the intellect for patient refearch, and ter- 
minating in tinfel and fuperficial attain* 
itients. And thus it is that induftry at one 
titne is dignified as nearly fuperfeding the 
•neceffity of penetration and invention : at 
another is degraded as cold, plodding, fer- 
vile, infenfible to refinement, the aflbciate 
of pedantry and dulnefs. 
. ^ Among mental qualities there is fcarcely, 
perihaps, one more commonly mifiinderftood 
.and lefs accurately appretiated than zeal. 
One clafs of men, furveying with indig- 
n^oji the timidity and felfiihnefs of the 

luke- 
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hike:vTarm, applaud that condulfl in them* 
fclves as unfophifticated zeal, which- is 
deeply tinged with indifcretion, infubor-f 
dination, and unchriflian vehemence. An 
oppofke clafs, deeming zeal but another 
name for fiery intolerance and enthu&afiic 
wildnefs, abhor it as refllefs, fanguioflory, 
and fanatical : and look with fufpicion on 
moderation itfelf^ until it has fubfided-^fo 
low as fcarcely to be diftinguifliable from 
apathy. 

Comi with vie^ and fee my 5&eal for tbi 
Lord. Such were the words of felf--€om- 
incndation, which Jehu addrefled to Je- 
honadab, the fon of Rechab. The fpirit 
hy which Jehu was actuated, the fpint to 
which he afligns the denomination of v^dt 
for the Lord^ is to be meafured and efti- 
maied by his aftions. An examination 'of 
his condud will enable us to draw forth 
into clear light, and to detach from extra*' 
neous incumbrances, the chara<3:eriftic fea-^ 
tures of genuine zeal for religion. 

I. The undertaking in which Jehu was 
engaged was the extermination of the fa- 
mily of Ahab. By the murder of Naboth, 
and by habitual idolatry, Ahab flood con- 
demned to death under the impartial juftice 

of 
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pf.the-di'vine law. The fentencc was de- 
ixouaced. In the placf where dogs licked the 
iifi»4 of N/ibotb^ Jhall dogs lick thy bloody even 
ihine. J will bring evil upon thee; Iwih 
tdiie away thy fojierity ; and will make thine 
jffxuf^ like the houfe of Jeroboam^ the fon of 
iickf^i a^d like the houfe of Baajha the fon 
of ydhtfoh^ for the provocation wherewith 
thou hq/i provoked me to anger ^ and made 
Jfriiel t9 Jiff {a). In confequence of his 
contrition and humiliation before God, 
the deftru.Qion of his houfe was delayed. 
hefmfe Ahgb humbleth himjelf before me^ 
fsud the word of the Lord to Elijah, I will 
nrt bring the evil in his days : but. in his fon s 
4ays will I bring the evil upon his houfe {b). 
Ahab was now dead. In the vineyard of 
Naboth the dogs had licked his blood. 
His fons Ahaziah and Jehoram, fucceffively 
inheritors of his throne, and fearlefs of the 
, ixyipfgnding judgement, perfiftcd in idolatry. 
\n jhe twelfth year of the reign of the lat- 
ter prince the hour of retribution arrived. 
By the fpecial appointment of God, Jehu 
was. anointed to be king over Ifrael ; and 
was at the fame time commiflioned forth- 
with to eradicate the houfe of Ahab. Thus 

{a) I King5i xxi. 19. 22. (h) I Kings, xxi. 29. 

8 fuitb 



156 Z^al illuJlraUd by 

faitb the Lord God of Ifrael ; I bofoe atiohttei 
tbcc king over the people of the Lord. TBbi 
Jhalt fmite the boiife of Abab. The' .^a>bole 
boufe of Abab Jhall perifh (c). In extir- 
pating the devoted race, Jehu adtcd under 
the immediate mandate of God. His teal 
conformed itfelf to the revealed will -of 
heaven, exerted itfelf in the path of duty*; 
Thus it poflefled the primary diftinftioiii 
by which genuine zeal for religion is cha* 
radterifed. 

- It iis not however by a fingle charaderiftK 
that genuine zeal is afcertained. In colour 
the counter may exhibit a perfeft refem^ 
blancc of the unadulterated gold. But lioW 
ftands the comparifon as to -weight, a's td 
folidity, as to dudility ? Let us bring-the 
zeal of Jehu to the teft of additional cri* 
terions. .. - ^ 

IL In the profecution of his object J^titi 
fpeedily difplayed a ferocious and cruiel 
-fpirit. When he met Jehoram, for whomi 
though no longer entitled to allegiance, 
foxne emotions of tendernefs niight natur- 
5illy have been excited by the remem- 
brance of antecedent connedion ; hfe ' 

^v - (r) 2 Kings, ix. 6—8. 

Q encoun-^ 
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cncouotered the fallen monarch with ua- 
mitig^ted bitternefs of reproach : and, in- 
ftead of devolving on his attendants the 
office of exading the forfeited life of his 
former mafter, inftantly, with his own 
bands, executed .. the fentence himrdf. 
That Jezebel, the widow of Ahab and the 
mpther of Jehoram, that fhe who, during 
fo many years, had ftood forward as the 
patronefs of .idolatry, fhould die ; that 
the blood of the prophets atid the blood 
of (ill the fervants of the Lordy which 
had been fhed by her authority, fhould 
now be avenged upon her head, was a pro- 
piinent part of the divine commiflion [d^. 
How did Jehu fulfil the mandate of God \ 
When he entered the city of Jezreel, he 
faw her as fhe leaned from a window : 
and, perceiving that fome individuals of 
her houfehold were prepared to obey any 
diredlions which he fhould give, he com- 
manded them to throw her headlong into 
the flreet : and fume of her bhod ivas 
fprinkled on the 'wall and on the horfes ; and 
he trode her under foqt. The crimes of 
this wretched woman merited not com- 
pafficn. But to trample her, to death under 



{d) 2 Kings, Ix. 7. 

the 
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the feet of his horfes, to drive !iis efhtriot 
in the public ftreets over her mangled 
frame, was an ad of favage exultation, of 
wanton barbarity, an zQ, neither enjoined 
by the voice of the Moft High, nor war* 
ranted by any plea of neceffity. Genuine 
zeal for religion, is a branch of the itifdom 
that is frcm above. It is therefore, fo^ 
pure ; then peaceable ^ g^^tle^ fiill ofmer^ 
cy [e). With perfeverrng firmnefs, un- 
fccayed by prohi >ited feelings, it difcharges 
every duty, however painful, which is 
^ impofed by the commandments of God. 
But it (huns even a word of needlefs feve- 
rity ; and labours to unite abhorrence of 
fin with the ampleft exercife of juftifiable 
mildnefs towards the fmner. Is the zeal 
of Jehu, thus deeply polluted by the ma- 
lignity of human paffions. Zeal for the 
Lord? Glory not ^ and lie not again/t the 
truth. This zeal defcendetb not from above c 
but is earthly, fenfual^ devilijb [J^\ Such, 
when we contemplate this part of the con- 
duel of Jehu, are the forebodings with 
which our bofoms are filled. 

III. Zeal necefTarily bears a character 
of publicity. It manifefts itfelf in adion : 

(0 James, liL 17. (/) Jamcsi iii. \\^ 15. 

anc^ 
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and,r Vfk^en- dire6tcd to objeds of extenfive 
itnffortance, is conftrained to labour before 
the eyes, and amidft the concoiirfe of men. 
Genuine zeal /or religion, thoroughly im- 
bued with the fpirit of Ghriftian humility, 
(hough it cannot retire from notice, courts 
not popular obfervation. Stedfaft, yet un- 
obtrufive, it fubmits to the general gaze, 
to the general noife of tongues, which, 
Without relinquifhing its appointed office, 
It cannot -avoid: but puflies not forward 
yain-glorious pretenfions, delights not to 
b'ecbnie the fpeflacle of wonder, the theme 
of applaufe. Is this the principle by which 
JeKu appears to be impelled ? Come with 
me^ and fee my %eal for the Lord. His 
language is the language of arrogance and 
ofteatation. He fays not to Jehonadab ; 
" Come with me and ftrengthen my hands 
" under diflSculties. Come with me and 
" fuggeft in this hour of temptation the 
" cpunfels of humility. Come with me, 
** and animate my gratitude to our God for 
" this unmerited elevation." — " Come with 
" me," he cries, '^ and behold me and ad- 
*' mire me. Survey my adivity, my vigi- 
•' laace, my fagacity, my pious deteftation 
" of the race of Ahab, my devoted attach- 
" ment to the honour of Jehovah !" At- 
tachment 
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tachment to the honour of Jehovah ! Jehu 
receives honour from men. Can he truly 
believe in Jehovah (^) ? Jehu loves the 
praift of men. Does he not love it mort 
than the praife of God [b) ? Jehu founds a 
trumpet before him as the hypocrites do^ that 
he may have glory of men ; performs bis 
exploits in thejlreets^ that he may befecnof 
men (/). Is it thus that he (hall obtain a 
reward from our Father who. is in heaven ? 
Our forebodings concerning the nature of 
' his zeal acquire additional ftrength. Ere 
long they may be converted into cer- 
tainties. 

IV. The zeal that is from above is^ Jirftj 
pure. Ardent in the profecution of its 
objefl:, it reforts not to means which are 
unjuftifiable. It abominates craft and du- 
plicity. It abhors the fuggeftions of that 
worldly wifdora, which teaches to do evil 
that good may come \k\ How fares the zeal 
of Jehu, when tried by this criterion? 
From the deftrudion of Jezebel the newr 
king of Ifrael proceeds to the extirpation of 
the feventy fons of Ahab. The letter? 
which he difpatchcs on this fubje£l to the 

^^ 

Kg) John, V. 41. {h) John, xii. 4+. {/> Matth. 

vi, 2. 5. (i) Rom. iii. &. 

rulers 
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ftders towhoih the education of the yoting 
inftn has been coihmitted ; ancj his fubfe- 
qtieiit addrefs to the inhabitants of Jezreel 
while he points to the feventy heads piled 
in heaps at the gate of the city, befpeak a 
imJid cftrtriged from the paths of fimpli* 
cttyand truth, and verfed in the maies of 
dark^atid ambiguous policy. But the 
trookednefe and fubtlety of the machina- 
tioilB in which he delights fpeedily become 
Bdore cohfpicuous. He prepares to exter- 
minate the worfbippers of Baal : men ju^ 
diciall^ condemned to death by the Mofaie 
law, and comprehended within the com-^ 
xniffidn* with which Jehu, the minifter of 
divJBe vengeance, was invefted. How does 
he prbdeed to execute his purpofe ? In 
the plain track of fmcerity ? In unmixed 
• dependence on the Omnipotent God, whb 
batefh a lying tongue (/) ? Does he pro- 
claim his own deteftation of idolatry, the 
&ntence denounced againft idolaters, his 
^cial obligation to carry the fentence into 
fSkOi ? He has recourfe to the moft ig- 
nominious deceit. He proclaims himfelf 
the Protedor of Idolatry. Affe6ling to 
regard as -inconfiderable and unworthy of 

(0 trov. vi. j6, 17* 

Vot..IL M Baal 
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Baal the facrifices which had been accumaw* 
lated on his altafd, and the honours to 
which his pfiefts aiid prophets had been 
exalted, by Ahab : he announces to the 
aflembied people of Ifrael the abundantly 
greater veneration which the idol and hii 
votaries may expe£b from the preient occu* 
pier of the throne. Abab fervcd Baal a 
little: but Jehu Jhall ferve him much. Call 
unto me all the prophets of Baal^ all bis fer-^ 
vaults and all bis priejls : let none be tvant-^ 
ing : for I bave a great /acrtfice to data 
Baal [m). From every comer of the land 
the worfhippers of Baal haften. The king 
welcomes them with impofing refpedt* 
Bring fortby he cries, vejluients^ bring forth 
robes of honour, for the worfoippers of 
BaaU In blind exultation they crowd the 
temple of the idol, unfufpicious that they 
are themfelves the deftined vidims. They 
offer their facrifices and burnt- offerings 1 
nor does the king, watchful to confirox 
their fecurity, fcruple his participation (i»). 
At the commencement of the ceremony the 
guards, polled at the doors, are roufed ta 

(/it) See the whole tranfa^ion rc:orded % Kings, x« 

iS— 2?. 

(11) And It came to pals as Toon as He had made an end 
rf offering the Wrut-oiFerin;^ &Crf— 2 King*, x. 25. 

vigilance 
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Vigilance by the admonitbrjr menace : If 
miy of the men whom I have hr ought into 
your bands ^ efcape ; he that lettttb him go^ 
his lifejhall he fot thi life of him. At the 
dofe they heaf ihe mandate of deftruftion ; 
dS fVr dAd fay theni : let none come forth.— 
Thus ^ehu defroyed Baal out of Jfraet. 
Thus it wai. Not by a fearlefs application 
ofthe la^; ttot by a pioiis difcharge of 
his regal bffic6 ; biit by jperfidioiis deceit, 
by idolatrous hypocrify, does he inflifl: the 
merited puhifhmeht on the criminals. 
Does he pliad that if he did it in fubtlety it 
xvas to the intent that he might defroy the 
worjhippers of Baal f Docs he afk ; If the 
truth of God hath more abounded through my 
tte unto his glory ; why am I judged as a 
JinneY \p\ ? Woe to the man that plunges 
into Wickfednefs, under pretence of pro- 
motittg righteoufnefs ! Woe to the man 
that difobeys one of the commandments 
of God, on the plea, that he fhall thus 
render more efficacious obedience to an- 
other ! Still do you cherifh a floating 
doubt as to the nature of the zeal of Jehu ? 
Try that zeil by yet another tcft ; and not 
A fliadow of uncertainty will remain. 

(9) Rom. iii. 7. 

M2 V. Ge- 
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y. Genuine zeal for religion Is, in die 
ftridieft import of thei terms, %eal for the 
Lord. Its prime obj?£t is. the glory of Je- 
hovah ; the honour of his name, the purity 
of his worfliip, the influence of his 4aw. 
Is fuch the zeal of Jehu ? Are his cruelty,^ 
his oftentation, his falfehood, no more 
than heterogenous niixtureis, flupcnd^outk 
indeed in colIe(3ive magnitude^ y^ no, 
more than extraneous impurities, unnatur- 
ally ajdhering.to a latent yet adtual zeal for 
religion ; clouding and debafmg the living 
flame, yet without extinguifliing or fupei>- 
feding it ? Or has in truth fome pther 
principle the dominion of his heart ? From 
the fins of Jeroboam the fon ofNebaty who 
made Ifrael to fn^ J^hu departed not ; /a* 
w//, the^ golden calves that were in Betbet 
and in Dan. Jcbu took no heed to walk in 
the^ law of the Lord God of Ifrael with all his 
heart : for be departed not from tbejins of 
Jeroboam^ which made Ifrael to ftn. Here 
the mafter-motive ftands difplayed. Jehji^. 
raifed by the hand of God to the throne^, 
now looks for the fccurity of it to his ow;a 
policy. Deftitute of faith in Him tq whotii 
he was indebted for all j he trufts not ta tbQ 
King of kings for the permanence of th(? 
gifts which He beftowed, Deftitute of 

gratitude 
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grn&ude to his -gracioiis Behcfaftor ; he 
teturni fdr tinriltrfted klnaiiers habitual 
prbfkd^ atid jpretumptuous difobedience. 
Wbile , regatd to the commandments of 
Gc3d cbnduded hitti in the path of advance- 
ment J he was feiger to obey. - The prcU 
icribbd hbufe of Abab, the obftacle to his 
owii feialtatioh, he delayed not to extir- 
pate; Of die Votaries of Baal, naturally 
Cached to that faiiiily by which they had 
bita' patronized^ he fpared not one. But 
faere^ to his carnal apprehenfiorii obedience 
d&d Jnfcreft ceafe to fcoincide. Grafping 
the feeplre of Ifrael, he beholds, with fuf- 
picious alarm^ the dormant claims of the 
de£ceadents of David. In the monarch of 
Jeriifalem he contettiplates a rival. Shall 
he pcfrmit the men of tfrael three times in 
a year to go up to worlhip irx the temple 
reared in his rival'd capital, to be mingled 
wkh. hisr rival's fubjeds? That the men 
of Ifrael (hould three times in a year go up 
to worihi|)' at Jerufalem, is the recorded and 
peremptory command of the Moll High* 
l!bret tiines in a year Jloall all thy males ap* 
peaf- befor the- Lard thy God in the place 
^jpbicb he Jhall choafe (/). The chofeu 

(/) Deut. xvi. 1(5. 

M 3 place 
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place is Jeruf^lem, Ti>us faitb the Lordf 
3ut what faith political expediency ? Sh^ 
whifpers in the ear of Jehu, as (he whifr 
pered to Jeroboam ; If this people gort^^ to 
4o facrifice in the boufe of the Lord at Jaru^ 
falem ; tbenjbdl the heart qfthis people turn 
again J and tlje kingdom Jball return ta the 
boufe of David [q). The choice of the king 
is at once decided. // // too much for yo^ 
he proclaims to the people, to go up to y^r 
rufalem. Behold thy godsy Ifrafl^ the 
golden calves of Bethel and Dan, which 
brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. 
He who has recently been a pretended 
worfhipper of Baal, now becomes a real 
worfliipper of the golden calves. He who 
has been exalted to fpver^ign power for thfe 
exprefs purpofe of annihilating idolaters, 
converts his authority and his example into 
inftruments of upholding and perpetuating 
idolatry among his fubjefta. But perhaps 
this heinous derelidion of God is the crime 
pf a moment, the error of furprife, the de-» 
lufion ^of unaccountable yet tranfient ti- 
midity J and is clofely followed by bitter 
contrition, by fignal public and faithful 
reformation. Vain is ^very attempt tq 

(^) I Kmgs> xii. 26, 27. 
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extenuate. The varnifli but ferves to bring 
forth Into ftronger prominence the native 
features of deforjnity. During a reign of 
eight-and- twenty years, unmoved by the 
recolledion of antecedent mercies, unap- 
palled by judicial calamities, wherewith in 
his latter days the Lord cut Ifraeljhort^ and 
delivered the regions beyond Jordan into 
the hands of the Syrians ; the obdurate 
monarch perfeveringly bows down with 
his people before the images eredted 
in violation of the commandment of God, 
before the altars reared as antagonifts and 
fupplanters of His temple. Behold Jehu's 
Zeal for the Lord. To that facred prin- 
ciple he is a ftranger. Hypocritically 
afluming the garb of the fervant of Je- 
hovah) he is the flave of felfifhuefs and 
ambition. 

It is thus that, by examining the charac- 
ter of Jehu, we may be taught completely 
to underftand, and duly to eftimate, the 
virtue of zeal ; a virtue which that charac- 
ter has illuftrated in one point by fidtitious 
refemblance, in many others by oppofition 
and contraft. The fubjeft may not im- 
properly be cjofed with fome refledtions, ^ 
partly addrefied to perfons who underrate 
M4 the 
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the importance of religious zeal ; and partly 
to thofe who, highly valuing the abfbad^ 
principle^ imperfedly guard it, or apjpljr 
it amifs. . . • L 

L Let men of the former defcripdeq 
bear with., me wbifet.a^;. what ift t|uB 
(criptural, ftatemeat of the eftiroationLlii 
which Ze^Ms held in the eyes of. Qod) 
The Scripfurw/artfwer the queilion by furot 
cept and by e^mplc: and in each modi 
^f reply their apfwer is unequivocaK //« 
goody pronounces St. Paul, to. be %ealoAfy 
affeSedMmays in a good thing (r). When 
the lukewarnmefs of the Laodiceans^i^ 
ftigmatized mth marked averfion b7b|iB 
Lord J what injunif^ion is fubjoined i Be 
zealous^ and rtpent (/). : When St, Paul de* 
lineates the peculiar people for whom Jefua 
Chrifl: gave htmfelf a facrifice ; how does 
he chara£fcerife them ? As v^ahus of good 
works {t). When he is anxious to dc- 
fcribe his brethren the Jews in the moft 
favourable terms confiftent with tnithj 
what is his teftimony? I bear them record 
that they have a %eal of God ^ but not accord^ 

(r) Gal.iv. i8. (j) Rey. iii. 19- 

(/) Titus, ii. 14. 

inst. 
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jng fo kndwkt^e {u). When Ifaiah pro* 
phctically pifikurcs the Son of God advanc- 
11% as the deftroyer of his enemieS) as aii 
mteripeflbr and 'a Saviour for man; is it 
act among the moft confpicuous parts of 
dke reprefentaticm, that he is clad with %eal 
^ 4cldie ; 2iTnyed wifli ?:eal as a yefture 
enfolding his breaft- plate of righteoufnefs 
and his garments 6f vengeance^ (w) ? When 
the difciple^ beheld him regardlefs of th(i 
malice of ihie Jews,' dnd refolutely bent Pn 
(he immediate purification of the temple ; 
l^id they call to mind no fimilar defcriptioi* 
Irbm the pen of another prophet? Thty 
remmb(ired that it was written; the %edl of 
fbine Ifoufe bath eaten me up (x). Why 
vas the pricfthood rendered perpetual in 
the family of Phinehas ? Tbe Lord fpake 
^nto Mofes^ fayivg; Pbinehas bath turned 
dway my wrath from the children of Ifrael^ 
while be was zealous for my fake among them. 
Wherefore fay^ Behold I give unto him my 
covenant of Peace. And he fball have itj 
i^nd bis feed after bim^ even the covenant of 
^n everlqfting priejlhoody becaufe he was t^ea-- 
f^M^for bis Gody and made an atonement for 

(«) Rom. %. 2. (w) Ifaiah, lix, 17. 

(*) John, ii. 17. Pfalm Ixix. 9. 

the 
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the children of Ifru^l [y). What is the diC 
tin&ive oharaderiftic of Noah^ the predcktr 
of rigbteoufnefs (z), of Abraham, of Mofes^ 
of Samuel, of Elijah, of Daniel, of Sbjar 
djrach, of Melhech, of Abednego, of oth«r 
eminent fervants of the Moft High ho^- 
noured in the facred records by fpeeial 
tokens of His approbation? Zeal for the 
Lord; zeal evidencing itfelf by faith, by 
pbediencby by holy fortitude, by flrenuous 
exertions for the glory of -God. Is not 
?eal extolled in Holy Writ as powerfully 
efficacious in exciting the languid virtue of 
thoft who behold it ? YoUr zeal^ affirms the 
Apoflle tp tbe Qorinthi^ns, hath provoked 
very many {a) to imitation. When the Old 
Teftament and the New, when the Apoftles 
and their Divine i^/Iafter, pronouqce zeal 
to be acceptable in the fight pf God, a 
badge of religious excellence, ^ imitation 
of Ghrift, the duty and the charaderiftic; 
pf the fervent of heaven : on what ground 
compatible with reyglation, do you venture; 
to regard it with averflon or .with iqdifier* 
ence ? When in friendfliip, in patriotifm, 
in conjugal, parental, filial, fraternal rela- 

[y) Numbers, xxy, lo — J 3. {%) 2 Pet. ii. 5. 

i^a) 2 Cor. ix. 2. 
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tions; when ia literature, in arts, in fci** 
f*nces, in political concerns ; when in the 
whole circle of worldly affairs refearches 
i^nd conne43:ions, public, private, and do^ 
mi^ftic, zealjs efteemed, is applauded, is ror 
cognized as the foundation of the higheft 
attainments and the moil exemplary con-r 
4u£t: on what ground compatible with 
ireafon do you difparage zeal when exerr 
piicd in religion ? Do you reply that the 
prinqiple, however laudable, however ufe» 
ful, when applied to other fubjefts, becomes 
too hazairdous, becomes pernicious, when^ 
applied to religion ? Would Omnifciencc 
then have praifed, have enjoined, religious 
;z:eal ? Do you abhor the fiercenefs, the ex- 
travagance, the enthufiafm, with which 
religious zeal has frequently been accom* 
ponied ? Abhor the fiercenefs, the extrava- 
gance, the enthufiafm. But prefume not 
to extend your abhorrence to a principle 
which is praifed, which is enjoined, 
by Omnifcience. Turn your eyes to 
the recorded abhorrence of Ghrifl: againft 
the lukewarm. They who fervently 
love God cannot but be zealous for God, 
Deem not yourfelf acceptable to the Judge 
pf hpavpn and eartb> unti| zeal for relir 

giOQ 
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gion Habitually pervades and aiiimates jtmt 
breaft. 

Ill Thofe pcrfons, howdver, whom 4 
high fenfe of thie value and the hecelBty 
jbf ?eal feeme to withdraw from the tinge 
of thi? preceding remarksj ftand in coh^ 
tinuai need of coutifel. Are you num% 
bered among the friends of ?eal ? Do yoi 
CQtifole yourfelf in the confidence that you 
jwre zealous? Scrutinize the principlcf b^ 
which you are aftuated. The fpirit rf 
party, the influence of aflbciatioh, natural 
warmth and eagernefs, obftinacy in ^ fa- 
ypurite.fchcme, a bufy and meddling tem- 
per, a carnal thirft of intereft and ap^ldufe j 
how often havjB thefe and fiftiilar motiVei 
of a£tion ufurped the femblance 'and ob? 
tained the honours of zeal ! If your objift, 
like that of Jehti, be perfonal aggfandizer 
ment j if, like his, the tempers which y6tt 
difptay be vain-glorious, furious, malig*^ 
nant ; if the meafures which you emplby 
be, like his, fraudulent and hypocritical j 
if, in fome of its leading diftindtions, yOUt 
life be, Kke his, in habitual oppofition tQ 
the commandments of the God whom you 
profefs to obey : when the pretended zeal 

of 
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of Jehu (h?ill be expofed before men and 
angels, by what difguife ihall your kindred 
niotivc be fcreened from detedlion ? Were 
the fentence of condemnation againft Jehu 
fQUoding in your ears ; what fentence fhould 
yctu forebode concerning yourfelf ? Exa- 
mine your heart. If examination leaver 
you. felif-convi£ted ; if you difcern, not re- 
ligipup 2,eal,^ut fome counterfeit, fome ad- 
verfe, principle enthroned in your bofom : 
by fupplication to the Father, through the 
lOedi^tion and merits of the Son, draw dowa 
to your ajd the influence of the Holy Gholl. 
With weapons of proof from the armoury 
of God, with the fhield of faith, with the 
br.eaft-pla^te of righteoufnefs, with the fword 
of the fpirit, degrade, expel the ufurpen 
If your bofom, explored by rigorous in- 
veftigation, manifefts the dominion of ge- 
nuine zeal ; beware left zeal be corrupted 
by an unnatural alliance with human paf- 
fions, clogged in its operations by timidity, 
blinded by themifts of prejudice, or plunged 
into difficulties by indifcretion. ^^ fervent 
in, fpirit : but befobcr alfo, be vigilant. Con- 
vert not an inftrument of good into a fource 
of evih Let fiot your good be evil fpoken 
of[b)* Briqg not difgrace upon zeal ; raife 

{h) Rom. xlv. 1 6. 
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libl, confinft tiot, prepofleflions againft \U 
Be fcarlefs ; yet give no needlefs ofFence i 
be ftfenuous, yet be mild : be ftedfaft, yet 
be meekt be earncft, yet be prudeiit. Fi- 
nally, let your zeal dired itfelf to fuitabl<! 
objeSs; and proportion its exertion tcf 
their relative importance. While it over- 
looks not any fcriptural truth ; let it maiiily 
labour for the eftabliftiment, and the prac-* 
tic2ll energy, of the grand peculiarities of 
the Gofpel. Be your zeal Chriftian zeal i 
zeal for the honour of the Father, of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoft ; for the great 
fny/lery of Godlinefs^ God manifejled tti tbt 
fiejb; for the falvation of fallen man ckdu* 
iively through the atoning blood of an iii- 
carnate Redeemer \ for juftification exclu'' 
fively through faith in that blood J for ha-* 
bitual holinefs and unlverfal obedience as 
the indifpen fable evidences of faith ; fot 
the renewal of the.heart unto faith and ho*- 
linefs and obedience exclufively by the 
fandifying operation of the Holy Spirit. 
Difcriminate between that which is cir- 
cumft^ntial and that which is eflential. 
Be careful for the one ; be anxious andL 
ardent for the other. Be thus zealous for 
God : be thus zealous for man. Remem- 
ber that without zeal you cannot truly love, 
2 you 
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you cannot truly pleafe God. But re- 
member alfo, that no zeal is acceptable to 
X5od, except that which by habitual fruitg 
of love to God and man proves itfelf to be 
genuine Zeal for the Lord. 
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SERMON IX. 

On the Parable of the Tares. 



Matth. xiii. 36. 



His difciples came unto bim^ faying; Declare 
unto us the parable of the tares of the fields 

QhOUDS and darknefs are round about 
the Almighty : . yet righteoufnefs and 
judgement are the habitation of his throne (a). 
Of the counfels of Infinite Wifdom fome 
remain infcrutable to man. Hence faith is 
awakened, exercifed, ftrcngthened. From 
others of the divine difpenfations the veil ia 
partially withdrawn. Hence arife augmented 
admiration, livelier gratitude, warmer love. 
If the ancient prophets fully underftood not 
the import of their own predidionsj if 
there were myfteriea in the plan of re- 

[a) Pfalm xcvii. 2. 
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demption into which the angels earneftly 
defired to obtaiin a more penetrating in- 
fight {b)\ (hall man complain, if, for his 
own efpedal benefit, knowledge is in fotne 
inftances withheld ? If, in others, exifting 
dbfcurities are diflipated ; (hall he not 
eagerly welcome the illuminating beam, 
and gratefully govern his fteps by its 
light? 

It was not feldom through the medium 
of parabolic reprefentation that our Lord 
communicated the moft important truths. 
Whether doctrines were to be developed, 
or moral precepts to be enforced, the 
paLrable, fententious in its conftrudion and 
interefting by its narrativcj feized the me- 
mory, the judgement, and the heart. The 
parable before us has for its objedl to unfold 
feme myfterious parts of the proceedings 
of God with refped to men, efpecially 
under the difpenfation of the Gofpel. The 
inftruftion which it conveys is in every 
point momentous, and wortUy of the doc- 
trine of the Son of God.' 

The kingdom of heaven^ faid our Saviour, 
is likerud unto a man^ which fowed good feed 
in bis field. But while >nenfiept^ his enemy 

{}) I Pet i. 10— 12. 

^ Vol. II. * N <:amt 
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came and /owed Fares among the wheats and 
went his way. But when the blade was 

fprung up and brought forth fruit ; then- ap^ 
peared the tares alfo. So the fervants of the 

> honfeholder came^ and faid unto him; Sir^ 
didjl not thou fow good feed in thy field ? 
From whence then hath it, tares ? He f^id 
unto them^ An enefny hath done this. The 

fervants faid^ Wilt thou then that wc go and 
gather them up ? But he faid^ Nay : left^ 
while ye gather up the tares ^ ye root up alfo 
the wheat with them. Let both grow to-' 
getber unto the harvejl : and in the time of 
harveji I will fay to the reapers^ Gather ye 
together firfl the tares ^ and bind them in bun^ 
dies to burn them : but gathef the wheat into 
my barn. 

If, in confidertng the meaning of this 
parable> you pay due attention to the 
guidance of Scripture, it will be impoOlible 
to fall into error. For our Lord himfelf, in 
compliance with the requeft of his dit- 
ciples, has delivered a diflind: and complete 
interpretation. 

Jefus aiifwered : He thatfowetb the good 
teed is the Son of man. The field is the 
world. The good feed are the children of the 
kingdom. The tares are the children of the 
wicked one. The enemy that f owed them is 
2 ' the 
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the devil. The harvejl is the end of the 
"world. The reapers are the angels. As 
therefore the ^ares are gathered and burned 
in the fre ; fojhall it be in the end of thk 
world. The Son of man f jail Jend forth his 
angels ; and they Jhall gather out of his 
kingdom all things that offend^ and them 
which do iniquity : and Jhall caji them into 
a furnace off re : there foall be wailing and 
ptajbing of teeth. Then fi>all the righteous 
Jhifie forth as the fun in the kindgom of 
their Father. 

In the parable, connedled with this fure 
explanation, we meet with various leflbns, 
which it highly behoves us to lay to 
heart. 

I. The Son of God defcended from 
heaven and took upon himfelf the nature 
of man, that he might fow, by himfelf and 
his Apoftles, the good feed of the Gofpel 
throughout the world. But fcarcely had 
the crop fprung up, when it was found to 
be mixed with fuch a profuficJft of tares, of 
ufelefs and noxious weeds, as threatened 
to overwhelm it. The prevalence of evil 
in the Church of Chrift has proved a 
ilumbling-block to many. They fee multi- 
tudes of Chjriftians, even whole nations, 
N 2 . fwallowed 
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fwallowed up in the grofleft corruptioa oT 
do£lrine ; rendering worftiip to angels, to 
departed men, to images of wood and 
P:one, to pidures, to reliques; and fatif- 
fied that the pardon of fin may be beftowed 
upon them by men like themfelves, or 
may be purchafed by fenfelefs ceremonies 
and fiiperftitious obfervances- Even in 
thofe countries where Chriftianity is 
preached in its original purity, they be- 
hold various herefies and errors ; much fe- 
cret unbelief; a very general lukewarmnefe 
as to religion ; and a numerous hoft, even 
thoufands and tens of thoufands, among 
profefled Chriftians refembling heathens in 
pride, woildly-mindednefs, and fenfuality. 
When they fee thefe things, they are ready 
to exclaim ; " If the Son of God has cul- 
" tivated and planted this field ; how is it 
** thus overlprcad with tares ?'' In fome, 
aftonilhment advances to infidelity. Not 
dirtiiiguiihing between Chriftianity and the 
corruplicn blended with it, they turn with 
ditguft from, both : and conclude that a 
religion which produces fuch fruit muft be 
falfe. Now fo far is the predominance of 
evil in the Chriftlan church from rendering 
the truth of Chriftianity doubtful, that it 
bears teftimoay to its confirmation : for it 
I is 
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16 the accomplifliment of the prophetic de- 
clarations of our Lord in this parable and 
ill other parts of Scripture, that his Church 
ihould thus become infeded and overfpread 
with wickednefs. But how has this evil 
been introduced ? Did Chrift himfelf in-» 
troduce it? No. He fowed good feed 
only. Did he apjprove the introdudion of 
tares among his wheat? No-^ When he 
beheld them, he faid, an enemy batb done 
this. As it was his purpofe that the mem- 
bers of his Church fhould be put to the 
proof, and receive the gift of falvation 
through his blood after .a courfe of willing 
.obedience ; he did not bar the entrance 
againft temptation, he did not preclude 
the exiftence and ravages of evil. But the 
author of evil in his Church he ftigmatifed 
as an enemy. And who was this enemy ? 
Our Lord has difclofed him. The enemy 
fhat /owed the tares is the devil. The au- 
thor of the evil by which the world, ante- 
jcedently to the promulgation of the Gofpel, 
was overwhelmed had not remained un- 
known. Since the hour when judgement 
was pronounced in Paradife on the tranf- 
greflbrs, he had been declared. Since 
xhe hour when the third chapter of th^ 
bojok of Genefis was penned, he had ftood 
N 3 recorded. 
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recorded. From the fame fountain all iht 
waters of bitternefs have flowed. He who 
has fcattcrcd evil throughout the Chriftian 
world is that adverfary of God and man, 
who, in the beginning, brought evil upon 
earth. From the beginning be was afath& 
of lies and a murderer. By inducing Adani 
and Eve firft to doubt the revealed will of 
God, and then to difobey his pofitive com-* 
mandment; Satan became their mafteti 
Their pofterity he viewed as his (laves ; 
the world as his empire. When the 
avenger of man, the divine Redeemer, canie 
fo fet the flaves of Satan free, to transform 
the kingdom of Satan intp the kingdom of 
God ; the author of evil fought agaiiift 
him, perfecuted him, bruifed bis beel^^^ 
fefted his death. When the grave had 
given back its conqueror, when the good 
feed which Chrift had fown began to flou- 
rifh ; the devil renewed all his wiles to 
fmother the rifmg harveft. He came, 
while men flept, and fowed tares among 
the wheat. He exerted every effort of 
ful)tlety to draw back into bondage thofe 
who were refcued from his power. He 
darkened the underftandings, and took 
pofleffibn of the hearts of men who watched 
Rot againft him, liftened to his artifices, 

and 



On. tbt Parable of the T^ires^ 1 83 . 

ajkd obeyed not; the grace of God. He 
filled them with the love of falfe dodrines 
and of evil deeds. And thofe whom he 
had enfnared into captivity he employed 
as inftruments for taking mhers captive. 
Heac^ heretical teachers are termed by 
St.. Paul minifters and apoftles of Satan. 
Hence atfo St. John affirms that every one 
who cpmmitteth fin is of the devil. Tin. 
tarn arc th^ children of the wicked one. The 
feed which Satan fows and the crop which 
it .produces ; evil fuggeftions, and the per- 
fons who are governed by them, equally 
belong to Satan, are equally tares of hi« 
planting. To this hour he continues his 
enmity againft the followers of Chrift. By 
inward- temptation, by the allurements of 
finful example ; by blinding men to the 
true meaning of the Scriptures ; by difFufing 
ignorance, and llikewarmnefs, and fanati- 
cifm, and pride, and evei;y abominable 
work of the flefh, he brings multitudes of 
profefled Chriftians into his fetters. It is 
through his perfevering enmity that, when 
youlopk abroad into the field of theChriftian 
church, you behold the good feed reduced 
to ftruggle, as it were, for life againft the 
tares which on every fide cling around it, 
and labour to overtop it. . , 

N4 IL 
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11. Though you charge not God as fha 
author of fin ; though you confefs that he 
cannot be tempted of evil^ neither tempMb 
be any man : yet perhaps your mind has 
been aftonifhed and perplexed at his for- 
bearance and long-fufFering .refpcfling 
wickednefs. " When imperfefl: beings are 
" placed in a ftate of trial ; the admiflidti 
** of evil/' you may have faid to yourftlf,' 
** is unavoidable. But why are finners pei^-^J 
" mitted fo long to triumph in impunity^ 
" in fuccefs ? I know that God is n>ercifal^ 
" and folicitous that all (hould come to 
** repentance. But why does he allow 
** men to flourifli or to live, when they 
" become hardened beyond the profpcfl:* 
** of repentance ? I know alfo that he em- 
♦' ploys the wicked for the chaftifement of 
?* each other, and as inftruments of probation 
*^ to the righteous. But might not the 
** wicked be chaftifed by other means ! 
** Might not the righteous be tried without 
** the conceflion of fo great power, of fuch 
" lengthened profperity, to the guilty ? The 
" delay of vengeance is encouragement to 
" fin. Becaufe fentence againjt an evil worA 
*' is not executed J^eedily ; therefore the heart 
^' of the fons of men is fully fit in them U 
" do evil. They begin to imagine that 

" God 
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^ God will never execute his judgements 
^* in their threatened ejctent ; or thaf he 
*' will never execute them at all ; or even 
/* ttiat he is indifferent as to good or eviL 
** Why," you enquire, '^ has the Almighty. 
** adopted fuch a plan in the government 
'*Vof his chyrch ?'' He has adopted it 
becaufp He foreCees that it will contribute 
to. the.iqore glorious manifeftation of his 
own perfections, and to the increafe of 
Jiappioefe throughout the uqiverfe. He 
pejwita the continuance of evil fo far, and 
fo far only, as he knows l;hat it will finally 
promote the eftablifhment of good. Pro- 
longed opportunities of repentance, means 
of worldly chaftifement and probation, are 
benefits which you acknowledge to arilb 
from the exercife of divine forbearance to- 
wards the guilty. Can' you compute the 
amonnC %i thefe benefits ? Can you affirm 
that it exceeds not the evils with which.it 
is accompanied ? Can you affirm that a 
different fyflem of moral government would 
on the whole be produdive of fuperibr, of 
more abundant,- good ? Turn however to 
th6 parable before ypu ; and read another 
motive, equally forcible and full of mercy, 
for the long-fuffering of God. He abftains 
from commiffioning hjs miniftering angels 

to 
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to go forth and root up the tares, left with 
them they fhould alfo root up the wheat. 

Men, impelled by the defires and coo- 
ftrained by the neceffities of their nature 
to live according to the intention of Pro- 
vidence in fociety, find themfelves in va- 
rious refpeds clofely united notwithftand- 
ing radical differences of views and of cha- 
radier. Neighbourhood, relatiqnfhip, law- 
ful occupations, common intereft, mutual 
advantage, and the requifite offices and 
intercourfe of life, bind together hj nu* 
merous and infeparable ties the fervant of 
God and the fervant of Satan. The rigb* 
teous and the wicked are fo firmly^ ooa- 
nefted, that aflflidion cannot overtake the^ 
latter vsrichout alfo reaching the former* 
The tares do not grow up iingly and fe- 
parately among the wheat: but are fo 
twilled round it, fo entangled among it, 
fo interwoven with it, that to pull them 
up without pulling up the wheat is impo& 
fible. Lefs injury will refult to the cjrop , 
of good grain from their continuance, thaq 
from an attempt to extirpate them. 

Supppfe a nation, outwardly of the Ghrif- 
tian church, to become memorable for im- 
piety ; polluted in itfelf ; a torment and a 
fource of corruption to its neighbours. 

Ypu 
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Tbu wondelr that the earth does not cleave 
afunder bieneath it : that fire does not fall 
from heaven and confume it^ that by fword, 
or by famine, or by peftilence, divine ven- 
geance does not fweep it to deftrudion. 
Cut does it contain no righteous remnant? 
Whcii the prophet Elijah imagined that 
every Ifraelite except himfeff was become 
an idolater, God faw feven thoufand who 
bad not bowed the knee to Baal. May not 
thecyeof God difcern thoufands of righte- 
ous men, where you apprehend that there 
is not one ? And what fhall befall them ? 
Shall they perifli with the wicked ? That 
he far from the Judge of the whole earth. 
Shall not perhaps the w^hole nation be fpared 
for their fake ? Had thet^ been ten righte- 
ous in Sodom, God would not have de- 
ftroyed it. On the prayer of Lot alone, 
he refrained from confuming the city of 
Zoar.. Do you murmur, if he again vouch- 
fafes to difplay fimilar mercy ? 

Suppofe a more common example. Sup- 
pofe an individual to be diftingulflied in 
wickednefs ; proud, fenfual,^ difTolute, pro- 
fane, a defpifer of religion, a teacher and 
cncourager of fin. " Why," you alk, "is 
** this man permitted to live, and to fpread 
** roifcbief around him year after year ? 
; . "No 
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<* No general calamity is requifite for bis 
** removal. Why docs not Death (ingle 
" him out at once ?*' How know you but 
that the man may live to repent ? But, not 
to dwell on that poflibility ; are there no 
other perfons for whofe fake he may be 
fpared ? Is there no plant of wheat wbich 
might be fatally injured, if this weed were 
now plucked up ? Has he not parents, whofp 
prefent interefts are clofely involved ia his ? 
Has he not a wife, or a child, who may1>e 
left deftitute, if he (hould be cut off ? Has 
he neither brother nor relative, nor friend, 
nor acquaintance, to whom his exigence 
is at prefent ufeful : or to whom Omnif- 
cience may forefee that at a future perioii 
it will be advantageous ? May not even his 
vices be overruled by the providence of 
God into beneficial warnings to others? 
May not his pride teach fome to cherifh 
meeknefs? May not his intemperance 
evince the excellence of fobriety ? May 
not his irreligion imprefs on others the 
beauty of holinefs ? In feafons of cold or 
of drought, or of immoderate rain, the 
proximity of a weed may for a time afford 
ufeful fhelter to a ftem of wheat. May 
not this weed be as yet fuffered to grow, 
that it may anfwer a fimilar purpofe ? 

III. But 
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III. But (hall it always be thus? Shall 
the genuine corn never be difencumbered 
ffom the tares? Shall the wicked fpr ever 
be intermingled with the juft? Not fo. 
The harveft ihall come ; and then (hall be 
the day of perpetual reparation. Surrounded 
by angelic hofts, the Lord of the harveft 
of. the whole earth, when the field of his 
church is fully ripe, fhall return to examine 
the produce. The times of long-fuffering 
will then have pafled away. The motives 
for forbearance will no longer exift, Judgc-^ 
ment will claim her office, and proceed to 
her appointed work. Gather ye together 
tl^e tares ^ and bind them in bundles to burn 
them : but gather' the wheat into my barn. 
Such, in the emblematical language of the 
parable, is the commiffion which the Lord 
Jefus Chrift, feated on his throne of glory, 
fhall deliver to his angels. With inftan- 
taneous obedience they fhall execute the 
command. They Jball gather out of bis 
kingdom all things that offend^ and them that, 
do iniquity. They fhall fever from among 
the righteous all the children of the wicked 
one : all who have borne no fruit, or cor- 
rupt fruit : all who have not been purified 
by the blood of. Chrift, and fandified by 
the operation of, his grace. Why fhall 

thefe 
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thefe finners be thus colleded ? Mark the 
words of your Judge ; To be cqft int^ afur^ 
nace ofjire : there Jball be wailing andgnij^ 
ing of teeth • They fliall be coUedled,. that 
they may receive the lot which they hwt 
preferred : that having refufed the oppot- 
tunities of mercy, they may be made the 
. vidims of juftice : that they may be far 
ever feparated from God, whofe iervice 
they have fcorned, and may fhare the pw- 
tion of the devil, the mafter whom they 
have chofen : that they may be caft into 
the lake of torment, where the worm dieth 
not, and the fire is never quenched. But 
what fhall be the bleffing of the children 
of the kingdom ? Hhtj Jhall Jhine forth as 
the fun in the kingdom of their Father^ The 
empire of Satan is at end. He is caft into 
cverlafting chains. He is groaning under 
cverlafting punifhment. ' His minifters and 
his fubjedJs, apoftate angels and revolted 
men, are for evermore fealcd up with him 
in the bottomlefs pit. The Lord and his 
Chrift have taken unto them their great 
power, and reign for ever and ever. The 
Son of God has enabled his fervants, who ' 
Arough him have overcome the temptai- 
tions of Satan, to fit down with Him upon 
his throne. He has caufed the blefled of 

his 
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Ills Father to inherit the kingdom prepared 
for thetft from the foundation of the world* 
There they (hine as the brightnefs of the 
firmament, as the fun when he ftione in 
/hisftrength. The firmament is rolled away. 
The iun is fwallowed up in darknefs. But 
the glory of the righteous fadeth not* 
They {hine in gloiy flied upon them frorti 
th« throne of God : and, like the throne of 
God, cftablifhed for ever. 

Our Lordj having concluded his inter- 
pretation of the parable, clofed'the fubjed 
with thofe folemn words, which he was 
accuftomed to addrels to his followers, when 
he had delivered to them inft'ru^Stions de* 
manding fignal regard : He nvbo bath ears 
to bear^ let btm ear. My brethren ! Re- 
verence the admonition of the Son of God, 
and ponder his do£trine in your hearts, 
Copfider thp fupreme.and everlafting im- 
portance of the truths which this paraWe 
enforces ; truths important as heaven and 
hell, and enduring, as to their effedls, unto 
eternity. If there be no refurredion, take 
your eafe ; eat^ drink, and be merry. Eat 
and drink ; for to-morrow ye die. But if 
the Scriptures indeed pronounce that evei^ 
man fhall give an account of himfelf be- 
fore the judgement- feat of Chrift j; Wbojball 

dwell 



%g2 On. the Parable of the ffarti. 

dwell nvitb the devouring fre? B^ eai 
dwell with everlqfiing bumhigs ? Enqtmt, 
before the day of Ijarveft arrives, to what 
dcfcription you belong. Arc you of the 
^heat, or of the tares ; of the children of the 
kingdom, or of the children of the wicked 
one ? Let every one examine and return 
an anfwer to himfelf. Are you a fenrant 
of Chrift in fincerity and truth ; labouring 
day by day to bring forth fruit unto him 
to the falvation of your foul through ISa 
blood ; and, with<3hriftian folicitude, fetz-i 
ing every opportunity which your ftatioa 
affords of ftrengthcning others in genuine 
faith, and of upholding and advancing them 
in holinefs ? Or are you a flave and a mi* 
niftcr of Satan, devoted to him, fulfilling 
his fervice, bringing forth fruit unto death, 
unto death everlafting ; deftroying your 
own foul by difobedience, and, like tares 
that fmothcr the wheat, endangering" and 
ruining the fouls of others by your wicked 
perfuafions, and your carelefs and unrighte- 
ous example ? Ho that is not of Chrift is 
of the devil. If you know not to which 
matter you belong ; it is becaufe you will 
Hot fearch the Scriptures and lay them to 
heart. The marks of diftinftion between 
the followers t)f Chrift, and the fubjeds of 
. .. the 



On tie PArabk^ftbtSartSf. >iy3 

.|he«4evil, are £bt repeatedly -aodib clearly 

.^^«4 in the §i9riptiires^ that, d^ey cand^ 

^^pvo-Iookfld OF mifunderftood oth^rwiie 

j^Jbaafwilfolly. If you are (^ the number 

. of the wicked } boaft not becaufe you; maf 

Juiye.,beQn hitherto permitted tp triumph 

Jjpi &ci, Qpr prefume that you (hall always 

.cjfrapj^ , Tji)^; tares are not the lefs tares 

^becauffi they are luxuriant ; nor the lefs to 

«b|S :bu^ becaufe they have now t^e 

ipaftery over the crop. If thou art. pro- 

igerotts in iniquity, fay not within thyfelf ; 

/f^ God feeth not: God careth not for it*?' 

He wuteth only for the harveft. For pur- 

poliea of his qwn he may delay to flrilcq: 

but he will affuredly flrike in the. end. If 

thou perfifteft in rebellion : every inftance 

of his patience which thou hail defpifed 

,will aggravate thy condemnation. In hell, 

no lefs than in heaven, ^re many manfions. 

And among the various abodes of torture^ 

the moft dreadful are referved for thofe, 

lyho turn the long-fuffering grace of God 

into an occafion and encouragement of fm. 

If an habitual and humble comparifon of 

thy heart and conduct with the (landard 

of religion difplayed in the Gofpel affords 

thee ground for hope that the Holy Spirit 

hath in fome meafure renewed thy heart 

Vol. IL O unto 
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unto^ rigli t^Mfnefs t fret fiot tbyfelf tarauJc 
'itf '(he ungodly, neither he thou ealfieos 
agmnft Ihe'^^woiieers of -miqttty. Qoielly 
i^rfue thy'coarfe in godfiaefs: reft iti the 
Xiord, ana* -wAk patientiy for him. Tor 
eVil-docr« (halVbc cut off: hAt thofe tfatft 
•^ait upon the-Lord,* they thalt'inhenV tSUfr 
fxnVi. ' -^drfimh thy way-onto theliord'j 
mhd thou ftalt ^njoy^ titti m the mtdft of 
ininy forrofw, thtf grcat^ft tileffiAgs attam^ 
aWe on eartW,' peace of coiiffciehGe inGhrift^ 
and cheerful dependence onthe AlrhightF- 
Fret not thyfelF hecaufe '*of ftic tiaan ^Ko 
profpereth in the way of wkkcd deviidcift. 
Yet a little while^ and thou;flialt be tftift^ 
planted from -the- wildernefs of this 'World 
into the land of promife ; ^frdm therlliprriy 
field of tribulation into the garden of Gocf. 
Health ami tlches and worldly fuccefs/arc 
bounties wft^ich it pleafesGbd to beftbw 
tren upon' his inveterate' enemies. , Hfc 
Tuaketh his Fun. to fhine oti th'e evil and^" oil 
the good ; and fendeth rain on the juft an'd 
on the unjuft,* 'Earthly •etijoj?meni& are not 
the rewards which he hasfet apart fqr hi'a^ 
fervants. For them he has prepared, a 
kingdom yet to be revealed; a'kingdom 
jpurchafed for them by the blood of his 
Son ; a kingdom of honour and glory 
• • ' 5 and 
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and happinefs at his right hand for ever. 
Be patientln faitli and holinefs ; and that 
kingdom fhall become thine inheritance. 
Thou flialt enter into peace: thou (halt 
ftand in thy lot at the end of •day3« Thou 
fhalt behold thy Redeemer face to face. 
Tbou fhalt Be ih* bleffednefs with him 
throughout eternity. 
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SERMON X; 

On Occupation. 



Gbn. xlvi. 33* 

What is your (occupation ? 

A CTIVITY is the lift of nature. TThc 
•^^ planets rolling in their orbits^ the eartb 
revolving on her axis ; the atmofpherc pu- 
rified by winds, the ocean by tides ; the 
Vapours rifing from the ground and return- 
ing in frcfliening fliowers, exhaled frdm 
the fea, and poured again by rivers into 
its bofom, proclaim the univerfal law. 
Turn to animated exiftence. See the iir, 
the land,, and the waters in commotion 
with countlefs tribes eagerly engaged in 
attack, in defence, in the conftrudtioh of 
"Jidbitations, in the chafe of prey, in em- 
ployment fuitcd to their fphere and con- 
' ducive 10 their bappihefs. Is man borfi an 
' * ' eJtceptiba 
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exccpdpQ.to the general rule ? ^hile the 
v^hole creatioa toils around him, is he to, 
fludber in fuplnenefs ? Man is born to Ia«' 
boun For labour, man while yet inno-^. 
cent was formed. The Lord God took tbt 
nuuiy and fat bim into the Garden of Eden^ 
to drefs it and to keep it. To that exertioti 
which was ordained to be a fQurce of un* 
mitigated delight ; painful contention and 
overwhelming fatigue, when man apofta- 
tifed from his God, were fuperadded. Iri 
the fwcat of thy face Jbalt tbou eat bread. 
Sy toil mud thy daily food be purchased. 
To toil mufl: thou look as the inftrument 
of fecurity, of accommodation, of comfort, 
of improvement. Such was the decree. 
And are none exempted ? None. To Adam, 
as virtually including the whole human 
race, of whom he was to be the progenitor, 
was the mandate iiTued. Of bread, as the 
repreientative of earthly acquifitions among 
which it ia pre-eminently neccflary, did the 
mandate fpeak. On every individual la-^' 
hour is enjoined. Through labour is every 
bleffing to be fought. 

In the early ages of the world employ- 
ments now confined to the lowefl clafTes 
were deemed not unbecoming perfons of 
t]be moft elevated rank. The wearifome 
... O 3 cares 
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cares of agriculture, and the humble bf&tti 
6f domeftic life, occupied princes and kings. 
Thus fpeaks the voice of profane Hiftory: 
and thus, even on a fubjed; of company 
lively fmall importance, bears teftimonj, 
unfufpicious becaufe incidental, tothcVe- 
Mclty and infpiration of the Sacreil Re- 
cords. Of the v^ealth of the Pitrlifttehs^ 
flocks and herds formed a diftin^^ed 
branch : and to the fuperinte»debe» of . 
flocks and herds was their daily foKditude 
devoted. Abraham, virho ^x>as vefy fsidbin 
cattle^ in fdver and in gold; AbrahaSii 
wliofe houfehdld was ib mimei^us^ thst he 
had already prdduced in arms on i'tcxitlcal 
occafion three hundred and eighteen cf hk 
trained fervants born in his own' bo)ufi\ 
when he beheld three travellers appYoich* 
ing him as he fat in the door of his tent in 
the heat of the day, difpatched not ali^atw 
tendant y^ith offers of hofpitality, biitran 
himfelf to ipvite them to paufe andrcfrefii 
themfelyesj and haftening to the herd, 
with his own hands felefted the calf for 
their entertainment. His grandfon. Jacob 
5s now gone down with his family into 
Egypt. Jofeph, the ruler of the land under 
Pharaoh, forefeeing that thckingi to" whom 
\^ brethren are about to be prefented,; will 

queftio^ 



.to wbk;kthey h^vo-beeahilMt^atei^^i ^ve^ 

.tbem»:ibra fpeoial reaion f^bjoiiied to-i^ 

;generat obligfition of veracky, to (late the 

^ut^ ia its ampleft eKteftt^ . Whefi^PbarMtif 

jhaU call yott^ and Jb all fay ; What is your 

fi€€U^tiofi ? Tt Jball fay ; Thy Jervants 

jtrad^ biOb been about cattle from our youth 

^eveniMutU uow;^ both we and alfo our father iz 

that ye luay dwell in the land ofGofbcn. -^'^ 

Though Pharaoh, when he invited the 

ibretfaren of his favoured miniiler out of 

Canaan, had fent to them this exprefsmef- 

iikge; Regard, not your fluff ; for the good 

4f all the land of Egypt is yours ,• thougit, 

after their arrival, he faid to Jofeph, 7'be 

land of Egypt is before tbce : in the befl of 

the land make thy father and brethren t^ 

dwell: the idea that they had hitherto dwelt, 

or were henceforth to dwell, in idl^nefs, t^ 

tered not iht mind of the king* On thcit 

■tntrodu'ftiofi heenqiiirecJof them, according 

;to the reafonable exp^dation of Jofeph; 

What is your occupation ? On their rep4y ; 

Thy fervants /zrc fbepherds^ both %ve and 

aljo cur fibers : he alFigned to them, the 

land of Goflien, as fuited by its lingular 

fertility for. the pafturage of their flocks 

which they had condu(^ed from Canaan : 

..^././r O4 and 
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ftnd'liaTing thus provided them with the 
t&eafisof contiauing their antecedent enr^ 
ployinenty he added, in hift conference irith 
Jofeph } Jftbou knowtji any mm afoBimty 
among tbem\ mnke them rulers over: my 
cattle. ' '.. 

From every individual in his dominions^ 
afid from each according to his vocation^ 
Pharaoh looked for ftedfaft and diligent 
flflttrtion. From every individual nmoisg 
in, as throughout His boumUefs empiroi tho 
iupreme Lord of all demands habitual la- 
bour in the d^Iy employment of the tfr* 
lents entrufted to our management In 
the emblematical language of the parabloi 
the Son of God cries to every one of hi^ 
profefled fervants ; Occupy till I come. L^t 
us then, in the firft place^ contemplate the 
jcnotives under the guidance of which we 
are, each pf :U$, to labour ; jfi^ndly, Umi^ 
of the general lines of hufnan labour, with 
their attendant temptations: and thirdly^ 
the principal benefits imiaediatcly refulting 
from Occupation* 

' !• Wbatfoever ye do^ do air to the ghry (sf 
God [a). Behold the unlverfal motive of 
a ChrifUan ! Health and ftrength, wbeth^ 

. • • • - . ' ' 'j 

[a) I Cor. X. 31/ 

^ more 
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ftifire or ie& abimdant; menta:! ondthir^ 
mentti m Caterer proportion poflcflfedi 
iKmottr^- wealth, influence, leifure, how^ 
«}BV*Iarge or however fmall be the extent 
in wbich they are fcverally or colledively 
tnjoyed ; whence are thefe bleflings ? Arc 
they our own independent acquifitions ? Are 
they^ our own indefeafible and inherent 
rig^? l%«y are gifts, all of them gift^ 
which we have received. From whom 
have we received them ? From God. Life 
it(birflow8 from the exuberance of his free 
bounty. Naked came we into the world \ 
daked in body, naked in mind, powerleTs, 
deftitute, helplefs. Whence is it otherwift^ 
wtth us now ? Through the exuberance of 
the free bounty of God. Whatever we 
j^flfefs ; health. Of ftfength, or mental en* 
d&wmeni^ or honour, or wealth, or in* 
€uence, ot kifure, or under whatever other 
defcription the blefling may require to bd 
comprehended ; is the unmerited donation 
i>f Him from whofe fulnefs we have all re- 
ceived, of Him from whotri cometh evcTry 
good and perfedl gift. To whom ought 
Ihegift to be cDnfccrated ? To Him who 
beft6wed'it. For whofe glory ought it to 
be' <ft&ployed.? For the glory of the Given 
When in the parable to which recent allu- 
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fion has been made, and in the fimilar ci^fr 
rauve recorded by St. Matthew {b% the 
Lord according to his difcretioa deliveics to 
thofe of his hdufehold certain taients : t^d^ 
are thofe talents ? His own. Who are th6 
perfdns to whom he commits them? His 
o^xrn.fervants. For what purpofe does he 
entruft the talents ? That they may be eni*- 
ployed* On whofe behalf are the occupiers 
t» employ them? On behalf cf their Lord. 
* To whom are they to feildei' 4n account f 
fyTo' their Lord when he (hall return to in- 
y^ftigate the tranfadions of their ftewardf 
fhip. In proportion as every man both rcy; 
Mved the gi/iy and whatever the gift may 
be, evenfi let him mintfier the fam^^ even 
folel hin^ f^^duloudy labour in the employ*^ 
xiient of the tal^prt, as a goo4Jie'vmrd of tb€ 
tndmfold grace of Godp. lf\ any man Jpcak^ 
lethimfpcak a$ the oracles, fjf- Qod; kt him 
glorify God by fpeech conformed to the 
did:ates of His word. Jf any man mmt/ier^ 
let him do it as of the ability which God 
giveth : whether he labours lia. ^ public or 
in a private capacity, whether he difpenfes 
fpiritual or temporal benefits, whatever be 
the nature or the fpecific objedl of his oc* 

(If) Luke* xi2. Mattk. xxv, 

cupation j 
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dSpatioti ;* let him glorify God by 4 gt*aleftil 
•ackio^ledgnieiit of the foiirce wh^lk^ 
every (!a!cnt which he employs, %Vetf fedtfljjf 
teitK which he labours, is derived ; kvA'^hf 
fixch. kn ipplication of both as befits one VK& 
ifemembers, that // is required in Jienvat^ 
fbca a man be found faithful. If he letsixife 
light Jpine hefore men ; be it allowed to 
ihiuje, that men, by feeing his good works, 
maybe excited t^o glorify his Father^ who is 
in heaven. Thus, at all times and tiiider 
every circumftance, let him labour that 
Qody in all things^ may he glorified through 
yefus Ghri/l (r). Whatfoever ye do^ in word'or 
in deedy do all in the name of the Lprdyefus. 
X^ are bought with a price; not with cor-- 
fuptible things as fiver and goldy but with 
the precious blood ofChri/l ; therefore gloriff 
Cod in your body and in your fpirit^ which 
are God^s [d). 

But are we not In all things to labour 
for our individual falvatioh ? IThqueftion- 
ably. Are we then to labour, it is afked, 
primarily for our individual falvatlon, or 
for the glory of God ? Away with the 
diftinftion ! Produce me a fingle paflage 

(f) I Chr, Iv. 2. Matth. v. i6. i Pet. \v, ii. 
(f/) Col. iii. 17. I Cor. vi. 20. 1 Pet* ii 18, 49. ^ 

* from 
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from the commencement to the clofe of the 
Scriptures, in which the glory of God is 
disjoined from the falvation of man ; and 
then (hall your queftion become entitled 
to confideration. To live unto Chrift Is 
to glorify God. To glorify God through 
Chrift with your body and your fpirit, 
which are His, is the appointed method of 
attaining the falvation which Chrifl: h4s 
purchafed. As a pradical believer in Chrift 
Jcfus, labour that in all things God may 
thus be glorified : and you fhall receive 
the end efyour faith ; even the falvation cf 
yourfouL 

II. Advert to the general lines of human 
labour, and to their attendant tempta]- 
tiofls. 

The moft obvious and the moft com-;- 
prehenfive of the divifions of human la- 
bour is that which, from the inftrument 
principally employed, is denominated ma- 
nual. To men occupied in this branch 
of exertion belongs, in its literal import, 
tlie primeval fentence ; In the f we at of thy 
face Jhdlt thou eat bread. Under this claf$ 
are included all the toils of agriculture ; 
and all the ruder arts of life, by which 
i^p earth \%fuhdued^ reduced under the do- 
minion 
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minlbn of man^ and rendered^ as far as. U 
dependent pa his ipduftry, a fecure'.aad 
comfortable jibode. In the profecution of 
l^eJTe objects the frame advances in robnft- 
fiefs^ and is inured to patient etidunnc^^. 
-The hand. U hardened by the- fpad^^^U^ 
arm ftrengthened by th^ hammer. IThc 
miad, in thct niean tim^^^though neceilarilj 
fummQned into a£tion, and in no refpe^ 
esKcltKled from its proportion of. employ^ 
snentyiexperiences lefs exercife andxultiva^ 
tlon than the body. Its powers grow 
torpid ; and habit ileps into the plage of 
refiedion. Hence, unlefs the heart in its 
proclivity to evil be ftayed by fupernatural 
graqcy proceed rough nefs of manners, harfh- 
nefe of temper, covetoufnefs, fenfuality, 
brutiib ignorance. How can be get wifdom^ 
that boidetb tbe ploWy and that glorietb in 
tbcgaad; tbat drivetb oocen^ and is occu'^ 
pied in fbeir labours ; and who/e talk is 
about bullocks f Every carpenter j and wori-^ 
majltr^ tbe fmitb Jilting by tbe anvil^ tbe 
potter turning tbe wbeel ; all their dijire if 
in ibe work oftbeir craft' [e). That ftupid 
unconcern which extinguifhes the defire of 
mental improvement, not feldom extendi 

(/) EccPns, xsKviii. •5-^34« ' 

• ' * hfetf 
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fttfelf to the interefts of eterait^. Th^ 
•welfare of the foul yields to the accommo- 
datioQ of the body. Tlie nUn is abfi^i^l 
in the cares of the hour. Toaing.fof 
daily fubfiftence, he labonra not for th« 
bread of life. If any matt viouUsot tmrA; 
neither Jbould be eat. We command and emt 
hart, by the Lord J ejus ^ that nottb qtdetne^ 
they work^ and eat their own brrad. Da 
ygur own bujinefs^ and work with your own 
bands \f\ Yet labour /r<?/ primarily ^y&r 
the meat which perijbeth^ but for that meet 
'inbicb endureth unto everlqfting life^ ivbick 
the Son of man Jhall give unto you : fir 
I£m bath God the Father fealed[g). • r 
The next leading branch <^ id^onr ^ 
that which, exercifuig the faculties t)fithe 
mind more extenfively than the powers of 
the animal framey may be vdenbxninated 
mental. To this branch may be rcfinrred^ 
ambng other ramifications . of :Aftiye life, 
fome of the ornamental arts, many of. the 
jefearches of fcienee, the duties iof. liberal 
l^rofeflions, thefundions of lucrative q£Bcc* 
Over perfons dedicated to purfuits of this 
dcfcription, no lefs than over thofe who 
»re funk in manual toil, impends the danger 

(/) 2 Theff.iii. lo. 12. I Theff. ir. lu 
(/) Jol^^vi. 27. 

of 
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fEPf becoming the flaves of a worldly fpiiir, 
of ^a^itig for things temporal ai^ fon- 
gettitig things etemaU Among the tempi 
latiiras by vrhich, if not exclufively aflailed^ 
they- are more feverely or more cot)fpicU^ 
^^y ^encountered, are the thtrft for^fpleili^ 
VKd difthidiotit, and the pride of intelle{;>* 
Mai attauttments. ' All fiejb is gr^s; >and 
M the f^ory rfman m the jlower ^f grajr. 
f^be gr^iffitbentb^ and the fiower tbcretf 
falUtb jm^ : iui the tv^rd of the Lord'^m^ 
Jureth for ever; If Mny man think that Ik 
itiawUboMy *bing ; bf kntiwetb notUng yef 
M'bt Mgbt^ t0 know, ^e Lord pvdk 
^ifdom: Hut pf His moutb comttb km^ledg^ 
^d uniei^undirig. He layctb up found 
^i/ilomfyptbe^ righteous [b). 

In each of the clafles which have beet* 
noticed, the general (limulus to labonr is 
(he deiiie of gain ; in the former nearly 
unmixed, in the latter occasionally blended 
with eagcmefs for elevation. There * is A 
Ibirdclaft ia the middle and the highei 
4(»alks of fociety, whoie iaboor is oflenfibly 
more fpontaneous ; a clafs confifting of 
tfaofe perfons, whom wealth or competence 
relieves from the neceflity of profitable 

' (*} I pet. i. 94, 25. 2 Cor. viii. 2. Prov. ii. 6, 7. 

toil 
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IdU. Ht<i y.ou.c^ this dercriptloQ^ and df9 
you conceive yourfelf privileged- to heiidlc.? 
If ther A)preme B^efgdoj has f^jid to.you^ 
lafii Pharaoh (aid to the brethren lOf Jc^phj 
The good of aU the land it yours ;, jf, 4f^ 
Pharaoh planted them ih Gofhea^. in tb€ 
heft ^ this favoured land Gfid bos. made yd^ 
to dwell : of you He alft> ileJ9Aand9) m 
Pharaoh demanded of. the ob^Cks ^ \m 
bounty ; What is your wcupatiothf -Qn 
youy no lefs than on yourbrethrisa, eveiy 
day urges its title to employment;: Qa 
you, no lefs than., on your brethren, reft 
the general obligations of life. ; On yoi^ 
in proportion as you are exonerated from 
inferior tafkj9, the general obligs^tions of life 
prefs with augmented claims. The neighr 
hour, the friend, the fon, tbc: brother, the 
hufband, the father, the maAer, is caUed 
upon to behold in his comparative; leifuFf 
new ties to the afliduous performance .of 
his duties. In his comparative leifure the 
landlord is fummoned to recognife nevr 
motives for diredling the adminiftration of 
the property with which Heaven has en* 
trufted him to the good of his dependents^ 
and the diftuiive encouragement of knowr 
leJgc and piety. To you, in a fpecial 
mcafure, aye ccnfided the executicyi of 

various 
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various fuiiStions of magiftracy ; th^ ma- 
nagement of local concerns and inftitutlons; 
and the difcharge of many public trufts 
connected with the fuperintendence of the 
revenue and the civil and military welfare 
of the community. In fome of the occu- 
pations appertaining to men of your clafs 
pride often feeks its gratification ; and the 
enfnaring influence of intereft, immediate 
or remote, is powerfullv felt. The tempt- 
ation however to whicn you are peculiarly 
obnoxious is, partly becaufe your labour 
feems voluntary, partly becaufe it is not 
unfrequently gratuitous, to applaud your- 
felves as nobly and needlefsly relinquiftiing 
a portion' of your time and eafe for the be- 
nefit of others, and as laying up merit with 
God and man by works of fupercrogation. 
Merit ! Shall they who have received the 
moft from God, labour for Him the leaft \ 
Shall they who have the largeft opportu- 
nities, the ampleft leifure, for looking on the 
things of others, for advancing the general 
and individual welfare of their fellow- crea- 
tures, labour for them the leaft ? Works of 
fupercrogation ! To him that knoweth to da 
good^ and doetb it not ; to him it is Jin (/)• 

(i) James, iv. 17. 

Vol. IL P Occupy 
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Occupy till I comc^ is the univerlal mandate 
of your Lord. And what was his ex- 
ample? Cbrift pleafed not bimfelf [k) ; lived 
not to his own indulgence. Was not his 
life a continued fcene of fpontaneous ex- 
treme and mod difinterefted labour ? Do 
you grudge difinterefted labour, and profefs 
to follow his flaps ? Are you fo blind to the 
demerits of your beft performances as to 
demand reward not of grace ^ but of debt? 
When yejhall have done all^fay ; nve are un^- 
profitable fervants : we have done tbaty an4 
that only, which was our duty to do [I). 

III. Confider briefly fome of the bene- 
fits refulting to the individual from Occu- 
pation J and you will confefs that, if God 
enjoined labour as a judgement, he en-. 
joined it alfo in mercy. 

Labour, in the firft place, not only is 
the medium of acquifition ; but naturally 
tends to improvement. Whether the body 
is to be ftrengthened or the mind to be 
cultivated ; whether fubfiftence or know- 
ledge is fought ; whether the neceflaries or 
the accommodations of life are at flake ; 
whether our own intereft or that of others 

(i) Rom. XV. 3. (/) LukC) xvli. 10. 

is 
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is to be foro^arded : by labour, under the 
bleffing of Providence, the objeft of to-day 
i^ attainted ; by the labour of to-day are 
augmented the, facilities of attaining fimilar 
objedks to-morrow. 

Labour is, in the next place, a powerful 
prefervative . from fin. The unoccupied 
hand is a ready inftrument of mifchiefl 
The unoccupied mind is a vacant field, ia 
which the feeds of evil natural to the foil 
ihoot With unlimited growth. On what 
day Is the wickednefs of the irreligious' 
the moft flagrant ? On the Sabbath : becaufe 
to them it is a day of idlenefs. When are 
popular exceffes moft to be dreaded ? Whea 
Idlenefs gives the reins to licentioufnefs. 
Behold^ tbis^ faith the Lord Godj was the 
iniquity of Sodom : pride^ f^btf^ of bread^ 
and abundance of idlenefs was in her [ni]. 
Abundance of idlenefs was among the 
primary fources of thofe enormities, which 
drew down the fiery deluge from above. 
He who liftens not to the voice of tempta- 
tioh' becaufe employment promptis the an- 
fwer, " I have not leifure to attend to 
**■ thee :'* though he has not attained flie 
praife of virtue, may have efcaped the guilt 
of tranfgrefTxon. 

(i») Ezek» xvi. 49. 

P2 Occtt- 
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Occupation, reftrided to laudable pur- 
fuits, claims a place among the fecondary 
caufe^, which pre-difpofe men to progrefs 
in religion. Idlenefs is irreligious in itfeif, 
as a breach of duty : and contributes to 
fornv and eftablifli a habit of mind not 
merely averfe from all exertion ; but com- 
monly marked by ilronger repugnance to 
religious efforts and refearches than to any 
other branch of employment. 

Farther: Occupation, originatkig in 
Chriflian principles and direded to ChriC- 
tian purpofes, is effential, not only to the 
refrefhing enjoyment of leifure (for the reft 
that refrefhes is reft after toil) ; but to the 
acquifition of genuine compofure, of fe- 
renity of confciencc, of that peace of God 
which palTeth all underftanding. To be a 
blank in creation, a cumberer of the ground ; 
to'be torpid amidft furrounding induftry ; 
to be entrufted with talents, and employ 
them not for good ; to owe infinite obliga- 
tions, and withhold adlive evidences of gra- 
titude ; to be commanded to occupy until 
the coming of your Lord, and to wafte life 
in habitual difbbedience — with thefe fea- 
tures in your cbarafter is your mind at 
eafe ? Have you ftable fatisfa£kion within ? 
Does not fhame redden your cheek ? Doe^ 
not alarm agitate your foul X 

Singles 
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Single out from the paffing crowd of 
examples a charader habitually flothful : 
acharader flumbering in lazy liftleflhefs, 
or bufied in the laborious idlenefs of folly. 
Single out a fluggard protrading night unto 
noon, fauntering in the irkfomcnefs of in- 
aftivity, hearing in languid vacancy the 
news of the day ; and killing time (weigh 
well the import of this his cuftomary 
phrafe), killing time evening after evening 
at the card table ! Seledt a young roan de- 
voted to the chafe and its attendant cares : 
or with Ikill worthy of a game-keeper, with 
ardour which might befit a favage in a wil- 
dernefs conftrained to a perilous war againft 
the beads of the field, dealing day after day 
and year after year deftrudlion from his 
gun amidft the animal race. Sele£t a 
young woman rolling round the vortex of 
diflipation, living to accomplifhments and 
fafliion and the fong and the dance. Is 
this 10 innprove life ? Is this to watch againft 
fin ? Is this to prepare the heart for reli- 
gion ? Is this to be a fervant of Chrift, who 
could not but be abouf bis Father s bujinefs ? 
Shall the Idler, roufed on the great day 
by the enquiry, " What has heen thy oc- 
^* pupation,'* reply to the Judge ; " I fcofFed 

not at thy word : I refpefted thine or- 
P 3 " dinances : 
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" dinances : I abftained from crimmal gra- 
" tifications. Exempted by wealth, from 
*• the neceffity of labouring for fubfifteiuce j 
•* I configned my hours to eafe and amufe- 
" merit ?" You anticipate the anfwer— 
Cq^ the unprofitable fervant into outer darir 
nefs : there Jhall be weeping and gna/inng of 
teeth. 

Let not our inveftigations, my brethrgq, 

be clofed without fome brief and praiSti^fjE^ 

remarks, . . 

- Confider with attention proportioned Xp 

the importance of the fubjedl the univerfal 

obligation to labour. If you ^wifli to with* 

draw your fh^oulder from the burthen j.Ai^^ 

pedl the foundnefs of your Chriftian- pro- 

fcflion. For thofe whom you loye^^, even 

at the defire of thofe whom you Iwe, you 

delight to labour. Do you love God,^ ^nd 

loiter when he commands you to work for 

Him ? Whatfoever thy hand Jindeth to do^ 

. do it with all thy might : for there is na 

worky nor device^ nor knowledge^ nor ^w^-^ 

doniy in the grave whither thougoejt. What^ 

Joever ye do^ do it heartily ; as to the Lord^ 

and not unto men. God is not uni'ighteous ta 

forget your work and labour of love which 

ye have Jhewed towards His name. And 

^e defire that fvery one of you do Jbew the 

fame 
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Jhme diligence to thp full ajfurance of hope 
unto the end : ibat ye be not flothful^ butfoU 
lowers of them nx>bp through faith ^ and pa-* 
tience inherit the promifes {n). 
^ Secondly. Be frequent in prbpofing to 
yourfelf the enquiry, " What is my occu- 
" pation ?" Satisfy yourfelf, not merely 
that you are occupied, but that you are 
occupied ih employments acceptable to 
God.. pTo Jabour ia trifles is not Chrif- 
tian- occupation^. To labour in fin is to 
labour fot the devil. What numbers 
whom the fun rifmg and fetting beholds 
in an unceafing hurry of occupation, fhall 
appear at the hour of account to have been 
worfe than idle ! What numbers whofe la- 
bours, highly ufeful to their friends or to 
their country, have filled the mouth of the 
world with praife, fhall fland convicted in 
the hour of account as having never la- 
boured for God ! What doejl thou here^ 
Elijah P ,w2is the queflion of Jehovah, to 
his prophet, who had relinquifhed in a mo- 
ment of alarm the proper fcene of his la- 
bours. Under every circumftance regard 
this queflion as addreffed in conjun£tion 
with the former to yourfelf. Is this the 
place of duty ? Is this the labour of 

(i») Eccl. ix. ^. Col. ill. 23. Hcbr, vi. 10—12. 

P4 duty? 
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4uty? Are ypu .labouring for the Moft 
^igh? Are you labouring in your ap- 
pointed courfe ? 

Thirdly. Would you labour efficaciouf* 
ly? Remember whofe is the ftrength in 
which you muft labour. Truft not in an 
arm of flefli. Lean not to thine own un- 
derftaiiding. Bejirong in the Lord^ and in 
the power of His might. Not by mighty not 
hy power ; but by My Spirit^ faith the Lord 
of Ho/is. Through Chrift who ftrength- 
eneth thee, thou mayeft do all things. 
Without Him thou canft do nothing (o). ' 

Fourthly. Be vigilant, be humble, be 
devout, in guarding through the alUfuf- 
ficient grace of your Redeemer againft 
thofe fnarcs and forms of fin, which attach 
themfelyes to your occupation. Be forti- 
fied againft its toils, its pleafures, its re- 
wards, its difappointments. When linder 
the garb of avarice, or of pride, or of am- 
bition, or of fenfuality, or of felf-compla- 
cency, or of difcontent, Satan lays claim 
to your heart ; What is your reply ? Iferve 
the Lord ChriJL 

Finally : In the fpirit of Him whofe meat 
and drink it was to do the will of his Father ^ 
accuftom yourfelf to regard enjoyment as 

(o) Eph. vi. 10. Zcch. iv. 6. Phillpp. iv. 13. John, 
XV. 5. ' * " ■ ' ^ 

confifting 
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conTiftiiig in the performance of duty. By 
miiHitudes, duty and pleafure are l>ebald 
as diftind ; as drawing in oppofite direc* 
tiofis': duty, toiling in one quarter, and 
fummoning to an irkfome tafk ; pleafure 
flailing in an adverfe region, and inviting 
to* compenfatory gratification. He, and lie 
alone, whom Chriftianity enables to identify 
thiem, poffeffes the fecret of virtue and hap- 
pinefs. 
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On the neceflity of unreferved Obedience. 



James, H. io. 



Wbofoever Jhall keep the whole law^ and yet 
offend in one pointy he is guilty of alL 

nrO fome perfons it has been a fubjecfi of 
unreafcnable furprife, that the Scrip- 
tures fh©uld contain paflages apparently 
of dark and ambiguous import. All the 
works, all the appointments of God, abound 
with difficulties. The nature of the air 
which you breathe, the properties of the 
foil on which you tread, the growth of the 
plants and animals by which you are fuf- 
tained, exceed your 'comprehenfion. In 
the common difpcnfations of Providence, 
in the moral government of the world, 
there is much which is obfcure to the li- 

raite4 



On the Neceffiiy iff unr.eferved Obedience. 219 

iQitefl faculties of man. Why then do you 
wonder- thafOod ihould permit difficulties 
tofubfifll in thei revealed declaration of his 
will f If,^ in the natural world, there is not 
;t5flofe of Hisr gifts/ which- men toay not per- 
jfferfely employ in a manner fatal to their 
ituppinefe j are you aiftoiiifhed that, in his 
iqfpired communications, there (hould be 
Jpnu things hard to be underftood^ which they 
<%vJpo(are wilfully, unlearned and ufijlablt 
imy^wrefi even to their own dejlrudlloni 
l»:.ftli hia counfels^ the Molt High deter- 
jQiines With wifdom and with goodnefs, 
"While his inherent attributes, the evidences 
ipf Chriftianity,: the dodtrines of redenip** 
tion, and. the confequences of righteouC- 
Qcfe and of guilt, are diftindly and incon- 
trovertibly fi?t before us ; are we not able 
to difcQver reafons which may render it 
beneficial to us, that many pafTages of Holy 
Writ fliould dema^nd continued enquiry 
and meditation, before their meaning fhall 
difclofe itfelf ? Such .pafTages try our hu- 
mility, flrengthen our faith, call forth our 
diligence, exercife our attention, imprefs 
our memories. The truth which they in- 
volve is always of value more than fuffi- 
cient to repay the labour by which it is 
rendered manifeft. 

Among 
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Among the difficult portions of Scripture 
the text, in the opinionof nK>ft men, ftandt^ 
iliftinguiftied. Many perfons when they 
hear it^ like the difciples when Jefus Chrift 
difcourfed to them- of falvation by eaung 
liis flefh and drinking bis blood, ate o& 
fended at it ; and murmur among them- 
felves. This is a bard faying. : who can bedr 
ft? A hard faying however may be a 
true faying. That faying at which the 
difciples of our Lord were fo deeply ot 
fended, thdit from tba( time many of tjbem 
^ent back and walked no more ^vitb bimy 
unfolded the method of atonement by 
which alone man was to be faved. Atfd 
the truth comprized in this hard faying of 
St. James is a doftrine fo momentous ; that, 
imJefs your life be fteadily conformed to it, 
you nev^r will receive falvation. 

Refledt, whoever you may be who have 
felt your mind daggered by this paifage, 
that it is a part of the word of God. This 
circumftance at once eftabliflies its truth, 
when rightly underftood ; find the im- 
portance of rightly underftanding it. 
Were additional teftimony needful, I might 
refer you to the fipjnal eminence of St. 
James in the Chriftian Church. He was 
one of the Twelve Apoftles. He was tbe 
hrctbcry the very near relation, of tbe Lord 
13 Jefus, 
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Jefus, according to the flefli. He was ho- 
noured by his heavenly Mafter with efpecial 
marks of favour. For it is evident from 
the book of the Ads, and from theEpiflies 
of St, Paul, . that, after the afcenfion of 
Chrift, St. James was uniformly confidered 
by the Apoftles as it were the chief among 
them ; and his opinion \vas regarded with 
particular refped {a). He became Bifhop 
of the Church at Jerufalem ; and in that 
ftatioa obtained by his zeal and integrity 
the furname of the Juft; By the unbeliev- 
ing Jews he was at length maflacred. And^ 
if. the credit of authenticity may be afligned 
to the paflage profefledly quoted from Jo- 
icpfaus by early Chriftian writers ; fo de- 
cidedly were the very enemies of the 
Apoftle impreffed by his piety, that the 
miferable deftruftion of the city, which 
foon afterwards followed, was regarded by 
many of the Jews as a judgement from God 
for their guilt in putting that righteous 
Chriftian to death. 

In the paflage then which is now under 
confideration, you hear the words of t4ic 
Holy Ghofl delivered to you by the 

{a) A^s, xil. 17. XV. 13. 19. xxi. j8.- i Cor. xv. 7. 
6al. i. 19. ii. 9. 11, 

mouth 
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mouth of, perhaps, the moft eminent of the- 
Apoftles. 

I propofe, under the Divine bleffing, 
firft, to explain the meaning of. the text.: 
in the next place, to illuftrate by examples 
the reafonablenefs of the dodtitle which it. 
conveys : and, thirdly, to prove that the 
doftrine is not peculiar to St. Jam^s, but is 
the univerfal dodtrine of the Scriptures. 

I. Whofoever Jhall keep the whole law^ 
and yet offend in one point ; he is guilty of 
all. 

What is the truth which in thefe words 
St. James defigns to affirm ? Does he mean^ 
to aver, that the man who commits one 
fm virtually commits every kind of fin? 
He means no fuch abfurdity. - He knew 
that, although one tranfgreffion commonly 
draws on other and various and greater 
offences; a fmner may perpetrate feveral 
kinds of wickednefs without plunging into 
all kinds. Does he maintain that a perfon 
who has yielded to one fm, needs not to 
hefitate as to indulgence in more ? The 
Apoftle never purpofed to contradifk the 
Scriptures. He knew that every additional 
fm cries for additional punifhjnent. Does ^ 
he imply that the man who deliberately 

breaks 
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breaks any one of the commandments of 
the Gofpel is neceflarily excluded frqip^ 
falvation? Grod forbid! For how.thfn 
ihould any man be faved ? The Apoftle 
well -knew that to every true penitent 
mercy is exlended through Chrift. What 
then is the fa<3:, which he declares? He 
declares this faft : that the man, who fins 
againft any one branch of the divine law, 
.(ins againft the authority of the whole law, 
and againft the lawgiver of the whole. He 
declares that the divine law is^ not to be, 
taken piecemeal : that it is not an aflem- 
blage of unnconnefted commandment^. 
flowing from different fources, and guar(^ed 
by different fandions j but one entire work,, 
in all its parts proceeding . from the will 
and vindicated by the power of the lame 
Author. He declares that God who^ by 
his Xdivr^ faid^ Do not commit adultery^ /aid 
alfoy Dq not kill : that whofoever commits 
adultery offends againft the authority of 
Him who alfo faid, Do not kill : that how- 
ever widely the nature and circumftances 
of adions may vary the degrees of their 
guilt, whofoever commits any one (in re- 
bels againft the law and tlie majefty of Him, 
who has equally forbidden every fin. He 
declares that no one is a true Chiiftian, 
I who 
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who does not purpofe and labour to keep 
the whole law: that every perfon who 
wilfully perfeveres in any one habitual tranf- 
greflion, and hopes to efcape the penalty of 
rebellion, becaufe he obferves many of the 
commandments of God, will find hioifelf, 
at the day of judgement fatally difap* 
pointed. 

II. Perhaps this declaration of the Apoftlc 
founds in your ears unreafonable. " Is it not 
•* fufficient," you reply, " if 1 obey moft 
** of the ordinances of God ? If I difregard 
" one, am I to lofe the benefit of obferving 
** all the reft ? Will no allowance be made 
•* for fome one evil difpofition or pradlice, 
** to which I am particularly tempted ? If 
•* I fight ftrenuoufly and fuccefsfully agsdnft 
" nineteen finful habits ; muft I be con- 
*• demned, if I fhould be overcome by the 
" twentieth ?" You will recoiled that, 
when it is affirmed that the violation of 
one part of the law of God will exclude a 
man from the kingdom of heaven, notwith- 
ftanding his obedience to the other parts ; 
we fpeak of a man, whofe breach of one 
of the divine commandments is knowingly, 
and wilfully, and perfeveringly indulged* 
With this recolledlion fully prefent in your 

mind. 



mitfd,j^oc3ea'witti mte to examine', by tihife 
fcflhffder^tibW of' fomfe paraHel examples^ 
Whethef a peflbn who'thiis diTobeys znf 
6ne"parl oF tfie divine law can be a finceni 
•fdToweV'bfJerii^^^ 

Suppofe oiie/of your meighbourt to be 
l^iindiual in 6&eying lall the laws of the 
knd with one ekceptiori ; but to be obfti- 
tiaXi in tbe. traiafgreffion bf ^hat particular 
ftittirt/' Ife abftains, for inftance, ftom 
to'fenng violeiice'to his fellGw-fubjedis. He 
fenteris not itito* plots againft the Govern* 
ment^ Jfle fobmits to every perfonal fer- 
iice, which his country requires of him 
ifbr' her defence. He undertakes and exe- 
fcutes any public fundion, to which his 
ftatioii rerlders him liable. He pays hi» 
taj^eb'j in gcfneral, with hotiefty. But there 
fe one particular tax, which he cannot be 
peifuadfed to difchiarge. He ackriowledgts 
that tfee tax is equitable and proper ; and 
.that he is lawfully called upon to pay iti 
He IS again and again entreated to pay it. 
He h reminded that he owes that tax to 
his country : that to refufe payment is to 
i^ebel againft the laws and to refift his right- 
ful governors : that, if he perfifts in the 
liefufal, juftice muft^ take its courfe againft 
him. Solicitations and arguments are loft 

Vol. II. Q^ upon 
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upon him. He wilfully perfevercs ^witb 
Qptf eyes in refufing to difcharge the de«- 
snand which he confeffes to be juft. ^I^ 
this man a good fubjed ? What if he ihould. 
fay to you ; " I obey all the other law^ ; 
*'. and therefore I may gratify myfelf in dif-^ 
f*. obedience to this. one law ?" — ^*VAI1 the 
*'laws of the land,** you would rcply^ 
"reft on the fame authority. In wilfully. 
" breaking one of the laws you. are guiltjt. 
f* of fettingat nought the authority c^alU. 
^* A good fubjcdt will pay equal obedience, 
«^ to every law. You are not a good fubjcflt; 
.". the punifhment which hangs over yoi^, 
" is delerved/* My brother f If you liy^.. 
in the habit of wilfully difregiarding any/ 
one of the commandments of. God j app^y ' 
this cafe to y ourfelf. You acknowledge your- 
felf the fubjeft of Chrift, You acknowlodgc} , 
that every branch of his law is holy ap^d 
juit and good. You are entreat^ by 
his minifters to obey him faithfully in ^r 
things. You are warned that in breakir^ 
any one of the precepts of the Gofpel ypu, 
aire guilty of rebellion againffi th^ authoritjr . 
of Chrift, which equally requires the ob- .. 
fervance of all : that no perfon i& a real^ 
Chriftian, who does not refolve and.ftrive' 
to obey them alL In pronouncing fentencie 

9 againft 



paffed jiidgefrieritftlpbn yoiirfelf; Ydlr^arci- 
nrit a fincfire Chriftiari : y6U dfefefve'^tlilc ' 
cbhdemtiation WhicH awaits ybii; ' 
' ifiLttcn^ tb aribthdr example. Silppbfe 1 
.foldief , f ggulat iti his general obedience to 
the bxAtn of his fti jJeriors, td refufc to 
tnit'ch' tii)6ft a pfarticUlar fervic* to which 
he ii aJJpOmfgd. He is fequefted to re- 
^ flc& Oft the Uzbiit and bii the Confequences 
of his donduft. He is adnionirtidd that 
tfiti fefricli is iti the line of duty } that it is 
abfolatdy lleceflary; that it is requil-ed 
flroni him by his lawful cbmiiiahden All 
thefe trflths he confefles: but peffifts in 
refufiilg to bbey. Will you fay thlt, be- 
caufe h^'has Bbeyed his dffiter in every 
cither point, he is it liberty not to obey in 
this ? Will ybu fay that he does liot de- 
fehrcj JBgtlal puniflinient ? Since jroUr bap- 
fifm ydiu havi avowedly bedii the foldiefS 
bf JefuS Chrift. You havfc promifed obe- 
dience iti all things to the Captain of yotit 
falvatibn. If you refufe obedience to Him 
in aiiy bne pbin!, under pretence that you 
obey Him in all thii reft ; aire you a faith- 
ful foldiei" ? Do not you ftt at tibught his 
tinlvetfal authority ? Is not the judgement, 
Which impends o^er you, dififerved \ 

Qji Turn 
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Turn your, thoughts to tKc di|tyf;0f. j. 

fervaat. Suppofe a fervaut to be In hid' 

ordinary, proceedings attentive to his MaC* 

ter's directions. But fuppofe alfo that fooie 

particular injundion of hi» employer ^he 

wilfully tranfgrefles. He acknowledtgM 

that the bufinefs in queAion appert^as tO; 

his place. He acknowledges that his nShal^ 

ter has repeatedly ordered bim to execute 

it. But he perfeveres in difregarding the 

command. Shall he allege } " I have per*) 

" formed the other work of my ftation:; 

*• and therjcfore I will not perform thi^ f I 

** fubmit to my mafterV.autbority ia othef^- 

" tilings : in this point therefore I may 

•' defpife it?" Shall be not be told that, 

io defplfing his maflcr's authority in one 

point, he defpifes it altogether, and fets. 

himfelf above it? Shall he not be told 

that no one is a faithful and good fervant, 

who is not ready to perform his mafterV 

will in all; things lawful and pertaining to 

his ofEce ? Shall he not be immediately 

difmifled from the family ? You profefk 

yourfelves the fervants of God through 

Chrift. If you obftinately refufe to obey 

Him in any one point ; do not you radically 

deny his authority, and exalt your own will 

in oppofitiou to it ? -Why call ye him Lord, 

4 Lord ; 
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^Lwd; and do" hpt 'tfie" thing^ wticjt lie 
^ay€ ? Shall you not !ie expelTed; as'uhfaitKr 
fill and rebellious Servants, frbiii the h^Uic- 
hoIdofGod? ' ' ']' 

Let me prefs upon, you ciip' example 
nibreJ Suppofe a child to be |ri the ufuil 
terror of it« condutSt obedient ^b j.ts parent. 
In one point however it is refra^ory. . The 
parent repeats his command. The chiFd 
perfe&ly underftands it ; difcerns it to be 
good, and intended for his own good ; and 
is thoroughly confcious that in every pa^ 
ticular confiftent^ as this command is, wit|i 
the divine law he is bound to obey b^s 
parent. But he ftill refufes to obey. 
Curfed be ht^ faith the Scripture, 'wJwfetteth 
light by his father or his mother {h). Is this 
child a dutiful child? What if he obeys 
in many things ? By prefuming in a fingle 
iriftance to determinq according to his own 
* choice whether he will obey his parent or not, 
Sloes he not fet parental authority altogether 
at nought ? Shall he, who in afingle inftance 
wilfully perfifts in refufing obedience to his 
parent, claim any fliare of thofe rewards 
which the parent has provided for his du- 
tiful children ? You profefs yourfelves to 

(^) Dcut. xxvii. i6. 

0^3 have 
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have bccoipe through, ChriH. the childten 
of God. Are you obedient cbildrcM^ -^ y^a 
have not rejfpeSf unto all bis comnumdmenO f 
If there be any one of his . injun£tipiui tp 
which you ftubbprnly rpfufe to bend your 
.neck ; will you juftify yptjrfelf by ple«idiog 
. that in other cafes you have fubmitted to 
. his will ? Why 4o you ppt fubmit in this 
point alfo ? Becaufe you have not. the 
dipofition of a dutiful child, ^pcaufe yQ\i 
prefer your own wilful inclioaiiqn to. the 
authority of your Father who is in heaveq. 
Shall you be received into heavcti ?. Shall 
ob^inate rebellion inherit the recorgpence 
of the righteous? Vcri]y tbe,-wrafb of 
(God cometb upon all the children 0f d^ 
bedience. . - . 

HI. You are now prepared, I appriph^n^^ 
to acknowledge that when ^ St. James ig- 
;ftruds you; that to defpife the authority of 
God in one point is to be guilty of deipifing 
it in all points ; and that no mai>, wlip wj]? 

-. fully perfever? $ in tranfgrefling one of thp 

' cpmmandrnents. of Chrift, Has grounds for 
expefting to be received by Him into glory 
at the laft day 1^ 1[he Ap9ftle delivers, a docr 

■ trine which is perfc^ly reafonaWe. Itis 
a doftrine which in the parallel cafes of 

3' :. _ - • fubjeds. 



ifabje^s, of foldiers, of fenrant6r,-of «iiihdreii, 
you confefs to be entirely reftfonablcT it 
18 -the rule by which mtn rightly judge 
:one concerning another^. It is . like^fc 
the general rule of Holy Writ. It i« 
the rule which God eftablifhed in the 
Old Teftament. - Read the twenty-fcventh 
chaptetcf thebook of Deuteronpnxy ; add 
you willperceive that for eachof the fc- 
parate crimes' there fpecified the curfe of 
God is pronounced to be due. It is the 
mleliiy which St. Paul avers no lefs clearly 
.than St. James, that God will judge every 
one of lis- Be riot deceived : neither forfli^ 
cdtorsy nor idolaters^ nor adulterers^ nor 
tkitvesj nor eofi;etousj nor drifnkards^nor re* 
vilersy nor extortioners ^ nor they ^bo are 
guilty <if anckannefs^ or of lafcivioufnefsy or 
ofbahred^ 4r of variance^ or of emulations ^ 
cr 9f wrath ^ or ofjirife^ or of f editions^ or of 
berejiesyor of envy^^ or of murder^ or of re* 

''fvellings^ or of fuch things^ of stay fuch fm, 
of atiy of the works of the flejb^ Jball in* 
herit the kingdom of God {c), Mark the 
•words of the Apoftle. He does not <ay 

\thatthe man who is guilty of all thefe (ills, 
:€k the man who is guilty of moft of thfefc 
fins, or the man who is guilty of fevcraPof 

* (Ox Cor. VI. 9, 10: Gal. v. 19-^21. 

•- -^ Qj|. thefe 
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thcfe (ins, fliall not inhcrjt the kingdom of 
God. He ^xprcfsl^ a^rma th^c tb^ maiE^ 
vrho is guilty of any one of t^heifil/ina 
ihall not inherit the -kingijQii^, pf^ God. 
Not but that perfons wh/stih^tye Jivedjin 
one or even in many pf ..tliere en(?jaiiti^ 
Auay yet he faved. R^pentgnce y$ ^ofF^i^e^ 
to them by their Redeemer ; ank} if, fi«rniQg 
to the grace which is fet before thera, they 
truly repent, and continue ftedfaft in^holi^ 
nefs, they JQiall obtain et^rqal.Ufe- LctJhc • 
-wicked man forfah bis way^ and the unh 
Tight eous man his thoughts : end lit bitn (urn 
unto the Lord^ for He vnll . have mercy, upon 
him ; and unto our. God ^ for he vnll jabun^. 
dantly pardon. Then however long, .they 
had walked, however deeply they had funk, 
even in the worft of the enormities ncGcntiy 
enumerated by St. Paul ;. yet naw, Hke: hia 
penitent Corinthians w^ho formerly w^ttc 
fucb^ they are wafhed^, they are funBttfied^ 
they are jtifiified in the : Tunjie of the Lord 
Jefus and by the Spirit of our God {d). But^ 
if a man relblutely perfifts in any oiumI^f 
his iinful ways, afluredly he (hall perifh. 
Why ? Becaufe, defpifmgthc firft and great 
commandment, he loves not God with all 
ills heart.: Becaufe his heart is not right 

■ , , {4) 2 Cftr. VI,- J I. • . 

:: .- with 
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wkh God. Inf fome refpeQ;t he-obeyt • 
God : but in- -one point he wiil not obey 
him. As thcrtiigh by keeping fotne of thjJ 
commandments he could- purchafe a liceofe 
to break others I As though, by withhold** 
log fubmiffioa from God with regard to 
one branch of his law, he did not deny faia 
univerfal fovereignly ! As thoi^h by pcr^* 
fevering in one favourite fin he did 110^ 
Ihew his love for that fin to be greater thaa 
for God ! As though by obftinately pre- 
ferring his own will to the precepts of the 
Gofpel he did not proves (hat he wasbent 
on living unto- himfelf^ not unfo Chrift! 
Jefus Chrift ^^vtf bim/elf fir us^ that be 
might rcdcem^us from all iniquity. If there 
be any iniquity whatever which we will 
not renoi^ncc for the fake of Chrift; we 
cannot be his difciples, we are not par- 
takers of his redemption. 

If the rule then, my brethren, which 
the Apoftle delivers in the text, be in itfelf 
completely reafonable ; if it be conformable 
to the principles of equity by which you 
daily decide concerning men ; if it be ^ot 
peculiar to St. James., but upheld by the 
ynifprm tenor of the word of God : receive 
it as an infallible criterion of your fpiritual 
profpedts. Try by this ftandard the grounds 

of 
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of. year hope that you &reiii a ftate o£ &I« 
nation. Fix not your thoughts on thofe 
portions of your conduft which ydu efteem 
the faireft. Look alfo to the duties which 
you negled, to the tranfgreffions in which 
you wilfully indulge. Say not ; •' I know 
*^ that I reverence God, becaiife I do many 
" tlnngs for his fake/* Afk yourfelf whe- 
ther it be your defire, and your idm, to do 
all things for his fake* If there be any 
pra&ice which you pertinacioufly hold fkft 
in oppofition to his revealed will; you 
deny his authority, you reverence him not. 
Say not ; ^ I am confident that I am r^ 
^^ ligious and (halt inherit ^ the kingdom of 
** Chrift ; bccaufe I am not unchaftc, nor^a 
*• thief, nor a drunkard, nor a reveller, nor 
*' heretical, nor feditious/* Examine T/yh^- 
ther you are not covetous* If you are pure 
from covetoufnefs j fearch whether you arc 
not addifted to envy. If neither covetous 
nor envious ; are you not a reviler ? -If 
clear from thcfe fins ; do not you cheriflx 
hatred? Proceed in this method throtigh 
that catalogue of fins which St. Paul his 
difplayed before you : from that catalogue 
purfue your enquiry through the other 
heads of offences, to which by his con- 
cluding general expreffion he refers yoti 4 

and 
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aiid learn whether there be^ntjt fome one 
'habitual fin, whith yod obftinately ch^fifli. 
If that be the cafe ; believe the word of 
Gpd, believe the foletnn snid repeated de- 
iclarationsof the Holy Ohoflr, that tM$ very 
•fm, unlefs through the divine grace, whith 
awaits your prayers, it be abandoned, will 
caft you into hell. • Hear St; 'Jatnes' il- 
-luftratiag by a fpecific example, the import 
of his do^rine. J^any fnan amongyoufeem 
'to be religious^ and bridlttb not his tongue^ 
Jmt deceivetih his own heart; thai man^s re^ 
iigion is vaijt* Th6 man who bridleth ii*ot 
his tongue, however religious he may Jn 
ether refpeds appear, is not religious: he 
-may petfuade himfelf that hie is religious, 
but he deceivcth his own heart : his ttVir 
jgibn* maybe outwardly fpfecious and im- 
pofing, but it is hot religion; it is a hollow, 
empty, unfubftantial appearance, a vain, de- 
lufi ve, unprofitable fhadow* His unbridled 
tongue fhall be his deftruftion. Shall his 
unbridled tongue defl:roy his foul, even 
"(though in many points he ads in con- 
formity to the precepts of religion ? Af- 
furedly. By refufing to curb his tongue 
he proves that very conformity not to flow 
from religion. Were his obedience in bther 
points^ geauiiie, it wpuld not be limited to 
ifa. ., them. 
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them. He i? not religioua: therefore he 
jxiftly periflies. In the place of an un- 
bridled tongue fubftitute the fin which you 
retain, and apply thU reafoning to yourfelf. 
Deceive not your own heart. Beware Jeft 
you only feem to be religious. Beware left 
your religion be vain. If you prefer any one 
iinful habit to the command of God ; you 
are not his fervant. If you fufier any one 
finful habit to iland between you and hea-* 
ven ; you deferve to forfeit heaven. You 
confefs that God has authority to forbid 
every fin. You confefs that he has foiv 
bidden every fin. You hear his voice irf 
the Scriptures. His warnings are urgejl 
upon you by his minifters. You are fati^ 
fied that you can obtain falvation in no 
other path than that which he; has traced. 
You are fully apprifed that, unlefs you la- 
bour to obey Him in ill things, the feverity 
of his wrath will abide upon yqu. With 
this convidion to awaken your confcience, 
do you fay unto the Moft High ; " Thefe 
" things will I do for Thee ; but this I will 
" not do for Thy fake. Thus far I will 
*' obey Thee ; but here I will be mafter ?'' 
Do you fpeak thus, and prefurae to affirm 
that you pay refped to the fovereignty of 
the Almighty I Do you ad in this fpirit^ 

and 
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ami hope to be accepted by Him ? Is this 
to lore. boUne&? is this, to ieek firfitthc 
kingdom of God and his righteoufners ? 
Is this to mprtify yput cprruptions^ and to 
live unto Ghrfft who died for you ? A good 
man may be overcome by a fudden tempta- 
tion: but hrftidtt be^liuinkbled^iiyibrrow to 
the duft, and will be led by remorfe to 
encreafed earneflLnei5,in.J£<2tchfulners and 
prayer. He who has not been fully in- 
ftru£ked may long remain in hlindncfs and 
guilt: yet let his heart 'become turned 
nacp jQLo(l,^.^n^ ^« ^yes. rf his und/trftand- 
Ang be opened ^ aad he. will abhor himfelf 
and repent. But the man who, with an 
UQ^^oud^knowledgp of bis duty, refbfes 
to aim ^ \miver£aj hoUnefs, and perfifts ii\ 
the referved indulgence of fbme unchriftian • 
temper or prailice ; be that temper or prac- 
^v^ wh^tc it may^ ifaiEiU find, its fruic to be 
ever lafting- cpndemnatioo. 
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Oo Sins of the Tongue* ^ 
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Psalm cxlL 3. 

Set a ivatcb, 6 Lord! he/of efny mmAt . 
keep the dpdr of my lips. * 

" W'^^^^'*' exclaim the InccmridcrJitQi 
** are empty air ; formlefs (hadows J. 
•• tranfient piftures of theiiiclination of thtf ' 
moment. Even 'when moft reprefhed* 
fiWc, we have intended little by theai^ 
They were the offspring of lurprife. 
" They were faults, if faults, which died 
" In their birth. The wldd carried thent ,' 
** away and they were forgotten. God , 
•* looks to fubftantial deeds. We (half be '\ 
*• recompenfed according to our v^orEs.^* 

Death and life ^ replies the toicc of the' 
Moft High, are in the po^er of the tonguet 
By thy. words thou Jhalt bsjujiifed; and by 

thy 
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t^y words tboujhalt bt condemned. For every 
idle word that men Jhall fpcak tbtyjbalhgvf^^ 
account in the day of judgement. Jf^^y tncm 
feem to be religious^ and bridletb not kis 
tongue,; that mans religion is vain.i^). 
The tongi^e is the great inciter to fin. It 
is the hand'^ that, executes: but it is the 
tongue that perfuadcs. The tongue gives 
^ent to the heart. Out of the abundance of 
the heart the mouth fpeaketh \b). . There is 
no evil thought, which the tongue may 
not be the inflrument of embodying ia 
words : no finful purpofe, which it may 
not be employed to encourage or to re- 
prefs. 

I propofe to explain the nature of fome 
of the . principal fins of the tongue. Our 
attention (hall firft be direded to thofe 
which, when compared with others^ appear 
the Hghteft ; and fubfequently to thofe 
which' are the moft heinous. Let me re* 
mind you however, that for any fin, however 
light it may appear, nothing but the blood 
of Chrift can atoae ; and that in propor- 
tion as (ins appear comparatively lights they 
will probably be the more frequently re- 

(n) Prbv. xviii. 2i. M^th. xii. 36, 37. James, j- 26^ 
(^) Xuke^vi. 45. 

; peatcd^ 



^J^6 On Shf of the TofigHe. 

peated, and repeated without being folIoWHi 
by r^cntancc* 

I. Let lis advert to thofe ofiencfes of thi 
tt)ffgue, whfth may be comprehended tki* 
der St. PanPs exprcfCion,foo/j/b talkin^"^). 

To this defcription belongs ali levity 6t 
difcourfe upbn fofemn or weighty fubjedis* 
Some perfons arc fo indifpofed to fobriety 
of thought, and have fo long aCtenftoitoedf 
themfelves to regard ferioufnefs as border- 
ing upon ftupidity or gioom } that thff 
graveft concerns lofe in therf converfatibd 
every fymptom of iraportancie. - Wh^teVef 
be the topic under difcuffion, a flippaii'cy 
of manner t^vhich they interpret to theln^ 
lelves as gaiety, and a pertnefs of langtiiagif 
which they fuppofe to be" wit, are riidi&' 
criminatcly exhibited. The wifeft refietf- 
tions are encountered with unm€aningf 
laughter: and* conclufions of the higHcfft 
moment are repelled by a paltry efiopt at a* 
jeft. Of another dafs, more nuraerDirti 
and, if it be pojffible, equally thoughtjeftj 
the converfatiori is altogether and unifdrmiy 
idle. Day after day, at home and abroad; 
you hear nothing drop from their lips yfhich 

(c) Ephef. V. 4. 
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^binlfeAd a cultivated mmd, or a define of 
' rnchtai improyement^ Every thing i$ tri- 
fiing. In the mult iiBiide of wofdSj for fuch 
-j3wft)n& uf^ are inceffatit talkers, you 
aScoveif nothing^ but ^^^e^ and fdly. 

^Fohl^ are all religioufi eiiqtiiries and ob- 
Tervatif^ns 'excluded ; but all difquifitions 
tending to the enlatgement atid communi-- 
eatioti of knowledge are difcouraged at 
leiR;, If not defpifed. Ndw though reafofi 
iirnd reiigion are very imperfedly under* 
ftoady when they are conceived to difcoun- 
tenance innocent pleafantrjr/ and cheerful 
*elaxation in focial cojiverfe j and though 
it fhould be adnutted that neither of the 
two fees of perfoas which have been de- 
fcribed, are guilty of intentional criminality 
In their cuftomary mode of difcourfe : yet 
forely it dqferves the coniideration of every 
man whether fpeech^ one of the nioft emi- 
nent gifts of God, ought not to be em- 
ployed to the glory of the Giver and the 
good of mankind ; and whether the glory 
^f God and the good of mankind are pro- 
moted hyfoolijh talking. Does it conduce - 
to the glory of God thact, while the afltion^ 
of your fellow-creatures dwell on your 
tongue, and form the theme of your praife ; 
there ihould be no mention of His power. 
Vol, II. R , of 
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of His loycy of Hi& wiCiom,, of HU pn:Q:«ii» 
.,deQce,of His great and wonderful works f 
Does it contribute to your own benefit and 
to the welfare of others that, while.. the 
jpetty concerns of the prefent life attrjt^t.un* 
.wearied attention ; all reference to the H/q- 
.terefls.of eternity fhould. be chafed ^way 
.by levity, or extinguiflied by nience.:.that 
difcourfe to be entertaining mud guard 
ag^nfi; being inftrudive ; and that niirth 
itfetf (hould lofe the power of pleafing.,^ 
ibon as it begins to be rational ? The lips rf 
the wife difperfe kno'itkdge : but thehsartjf 
,tbefooliJb doeth not fo. The tongue of^ t^ 
wife ufetb knowledge aright : but the mouth 
of fools pouretb out foolijbnefs (^/). 

IL Another clafs of fins of the. tongue 
includes thofe which arife from impatience 
,and difcontent. 

Of this defcription is hafty and pe^ylfh 
language in common life. In fuch Ig^n- 
guage, and in the feelings which give bii:th 
. to it, many perfons indulge themfelves to 
a greater or a lefs extent^ who appear. con- 
.fqious of the guilt of violent tempers, :and 
are rarely, perhaps never, kno^n to be hi^r- 

{d) Prov, XV. 2| 7. 
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md into the extreme of paffion. Ih ib- 
clety their de'portmetit is placid j their Ism- 

- guage that of mildnefs and felf-^commind. ' 
Neither are they adling a part* On the 

■ Whole the ftafe of their minds correfponds 
at the time to their words ^d demeanotir. 
The flight degree of reftraitajt. which the 
prefence of a ftranger, or^ of any perfon 
with whom they are not; intimately ac- 
quainted, impofes, proves fuffictent imper- 
ceptibly to reprefs any rifing etnot|pn of 
^ illrhumour^ or to call forth the exertions 
neceflfary to quell it. But follow them into 
domeftic fcenes, and you ffo longer cotv* 
template an uninterrupted y.CaltaV No fu* 
rious dorm arifes : but tranfient clouds are 
tontinually obfcuring the funfhine. Any 
little incident which croffes the inclinations^ 
any occurrence which difturbs the cuftoni* 
ary order of family proceedings^ pro- 
duces an expreffion more or lefs tindured 
with anger. Trifling faults in the beha- 

' viour of any other member of the houfe* 

- hold excite ftronger fymptoms of irrita- 
bility. Scarcely h?is one petty iburce of 
vexation fpent itfelf, when it is fucceeded 
l)y foia? new caufe of temporary difquiet. 
The intervals of tranquillity are faddened 

, \>j the apprehenfion that fome .trivial cir- 
'"'il. Rr'-2 cumftancej 
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dimftance, unforefeen until the moment 
Tfiien it takes place, will fpeedily intervene 
to difturb the ferenity of the hour. Thus 
dofneflic comfort is perpetually invaded by 
liMle uneafmeffes, little bickerings, little, 
diiagreements : and at length perhaps £idls 
a facrifice to the multiplication of incon- 
flderable wounds. Is this to be kindly af«« 
feiftioned, tenderhearted, one towards an-^ 
other ? Is this to w4lk in love ? Is this to 
imitate the gentUnefi of Chrijl ? Who an 
tfbou, who thus takeft offence, if fome trifle 
bifttt-feres with thy wifhesof the moment i 
Who art thou who weigheft in fucb fcru* 
pulous fcales the-looks and words of every 
iflmate of thy abode ? Daft thou expe^ 
l^bt all things fhall be conducted, that aU 
things can be conduded, in unifioirm. fuk« 
fttvi^nce to thy humour? Are no com^ 
plifcftces, no officer of accommodation, no 
fecrifices to the convenience and reaibnable 
defires of others, due from thee? Haft thou 
fo little regard -for the feelings of thofe twi-i 
der^thy roof, as continually to harrafs and 
dift^efs tUem ? Is the afFedion of thy fa- 
mily of fo fmall value in thine, eyes, that 
needlefely and for objeds of no momefit 
thou hazardeft the diminution of it ? Exa^ 
Thine, thy bofom, that thoa^ may^ft d&tt0t 

- the. 
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the pride and the felfiflmcfs, by which itie 
infefted. ^ Seick the grace of Gtod : for only 
by divine grace can it be purified. 

But fome men advance to bolder manii- 
feftations of impatience and difcontent. 
Not only is their fretfulnefs querulous ve* 
hement and acriaponious in domeftic and in 
fecial life : but, after tormenting man, k 
ihrinks not from infulting God. They 
repine at his difperifations : they murmur 
againft his Providence. If their plans fiui 
of fuccefs, the firft ftep is, whether with 
reafon or without reafon, to transfer from 
themfelves to others the charge of negled 
and imprudent management. What b the 
fecond ? To complain that they never prof-^ 
per like other men ; that numbers, far left 
ideferving than themfelves, have better for^ 
f:aiie : that they have peculiar ^reafon to 
complain of hard meaiurQ at the hand df 
Providence: in fliOTt, they approach as 
«e^rly: as they dare to the blasphemous 
affertion, that the Ruler of the Univerfc is 
tyrahnic^l andunjuft. What ! fhali notthe 
Oiver of all good diftribute his bounties 
according to liis own pleafure ? To whom 
^ra you iddebted for li^ and ^11 itsble£- 
fihgs ? To 5^h6m do yoii owe thofe feiculw 
ties of" tile tfndarftaiiding> - v«ith Which you 
R 3 are 



are cherifhing hard thoughts of God ) that- 
▼oice with which you are gWing utterance 
to difcontented murmurs againft Himi^ 
Having received (o much, is this your gra^ 
dtude, to be indignant that you have not 
obtained more ? Does not He, who knows 
"^H'thingSf difcern whether it is better that 
ytm (hould enjoy a greater or a lefs portion 
of his gifts ? Does not He difcern whethi^r 
the acquifition which ycu now defire would 
forward or obftruft your falvation ? Has. 
not He pledged his unalterable word thatj 
if you truly love him, all things (hall io tbf 
end work together for your good I When 
the Lord Jefus, whof^ fervant you affirm 
yourfelf, faw that the foxes had hQles^tha( 
Chi birds of the air had nefts, but that H^ 
himfelf had not where to lay his h$ad:( 
did he repine I When, after a faft of forty 
days he fuffercd hunger ; did Hecomplaift-f 
He refigned himfelf to the good pleafure 
of his Father. He prayed that not hisOTrn 
will; but the will of his Father, might be 
done. When afBifted and oppr^ffcd, iMb 
(Opened not his mouth. Even when dragged 
to the crdfs, he was brought as a lambi.pa»- 
tiefit and fi lent, to the flaughter: and |^a 
/hcep before her fhearers is dumb, fo he 
opened hot bis mouth, . ' If y cfti profefe to 



%e the difctple of €!«rift ;* fcllpw^li£s<ftep9«f 
Ki in your daily fupplicttioB^j- you pwqr. 
that the will of -^ God may Ite done iar 
earth as it is ia heaven j cheeifuily ^quls^.. 
efce iti his will/ Jhie had ^o tbyiwaysi 
ketp thy mouth as it were with a bridlcytbat 
ibdu Jin not with thy tongue. The Lord is, 
in His holy temple : kf all the earib keepK 
Jienee before him [ey 

HI. Let us now confider thofe tranl^. 
greilions of the lips, which ms^y be re* 
garded as the offspring of contention. 

^ Be yt angry ^ andjm not. If anger oven^ 
take you, beware of iin. Sin is the uAial 
(K>nfequence of anger : and among the firft 
fins which arife from anger are funs of the 
tongue*. The irritated mind i^nburthens 
itfeif in paflionate language. At; firft, per- 
haps; the expreffions prefer ve fomq meafui^ 
df moderation : and the angry man, at Uin^ 
very time when he is offending ,Gp4 ^y 
ifitemperatfe words, is fecretly priding him- 
£df on his fuppofed, forbearance. But/^. 
be^ning ofjlrife is ai when one l^tUtb^pfft 
water. ^ therefore leave off contention^pefore 4l 
bcsritddkd- with {f\ If once ypu ^J^aw 
\\ '■ .-.:. ■ .; : • - ■ ^ ^ 

jjtr) fMrn^msh »- - Hab. ii* 20* . .(/) ft-ov. jsyii^ 14, 
■j6 R4 , up 
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tip the floo4gaes ; ybu know not kp«9f Ci)v 
rioiis a torrent may ru(h forth, nor I|ow 
wide and deftrudive teaj be its rurages^ 
Betddf faith tke Scripture, illuftrating by. 
another image the progreflive violence of 
contention ; Behold btnv great a mafter 4 
Httkjire klndleth ! The tongue is afirx^ ^nd. 
Jettetb onfirt the iourfe of nature; and is it-- , 
/elf/et onjire of bell {g). When the heatt 
glows with refentment, heat and vehemence 
of language betray the inward flame. Then 
follow eager accufatioqs, opprobrious. f©-^ . 
fiefiions, malicious infinuations, i]pitefti( 
upbraidings, :fneers and taunts and {ar^ 
cafms and revilings. Tbe beginning of the 
fjeords of bis moutb is faolijbnefs ; and tbp 
end of bis talk is mifcbievous madnefs (j&)i 
The tongue of rage blazes fiercer and filter j 
and abftains from no injury towards man or 
towards God. Is this to be the difcipte of 
the meek and holy Jefus? Is this to imi^ 
fate Him who, when he was reviled, re* 
viled not ag^in ; \vhen hefuflfered, threat^. 
,ened not ; when he was unjuiftly fmittcn^ 
calmly replied ; If I have done evily beafs 
^tvitnefs of the evil : btitifns)'eU^wi^finitefi ,.■ 
fkouPie (?) f ^hen he i^^as nailed to thecrtofe^ 

is) Jatncs^ in ^y^* (^): E<^cl. x. rj." , 

(i) John^xviii. 2^. 

praye4 



preiftd'fbf his mutderei*^ ari8 ftiggefted Sn"* 
his prkyfer the dnly ptea which "ibuld h€ 
alleys in eicteriua!ti6n of theit • gbife ? U 
this ta remember the pethioh franied by' - 
HFm for yoxir "daily ^devotions ^ that God 
wcrtjid fo forgive your trefpaffes, as ybtifiJ^- 
give them who trefpafs againft you ?'-^ Is 
this to obey vhie folema command ; Bi^ 
fhem that curfe you ; pray for them whieB 
defpitefutly ufe you and perfecutt you (^) f Is 
this to give credit to his^ awful declistration j 
Wbofoever Jh<M fay to his brother^ Raca} 
wh^fbever fliall malignantly addrefs an^ 
other tven with a flight term of reproach^ 
fi>dl be in danger t>ftbe council; cmd wbo/b^ 
e^erjhidlfay^ fhoufwl^ fhall be in dangef^ 
tfheU-fre (/) } Is this to believe his re-* 
newed warning by the mouth of St. Paul : 
Be ma decked: re^vilers fhall not inherit 
the Mngdom ^God {m) ? Do you attempt 
to excufe yourfelf by the abfurd apology fo 
frequent on the lips of the paffionate ; that 
you fttould not have offended Virith ^ooe 
tongue, if you had not received provoca'* 
tion ? As though it would have been a 
5ioble proof of fclf-denial to have tefrtdned 
^rom outrageous^ language when Mthere ^araf * 

(i) Matth. V. 44, (/) Ibid. 2a^ \ 

{m) 1 Cor. Vi. 9, 10. ^ ■ •• '• • 

'^ - 3 no 



ft5^ On Sim rf-^thc Tongut;^ 

no motive tb excite it ! As thou^/ it 
would have been a fignal teftimony xf 
obedience to God^ to have refrained ftotA 
finning when there (Was no temptation to 
offend ! Why does the Almighty permit 
provocations to aflail thee^ but to prove 
thee, to know what is in thine heart, whe« 
ther thou wilt keep his commandments or 
iio: whether thou wilt obey the headlong 
impulfe of wrath ; or drive through, the 
grace of thy God^ ^nd for the fake of pleafj 
ing Him, to remain unmoved? Howii, 
obedience to he exerciled, but by trialai 
When is it to be manifefted, hut in the 
hour of trial ? Let every man^ my bilovOi 
brethren^ befwift to bear^Jlow to/peak^^ofA 
t^ wrath : for tbt wrath of man, worketh 
not the right eoufnefs of God. I befeecb ym 
that ye walk worthy of the vocation wberc^ 
with ye are called^ with all lowlinefs and 
meeinefs; with long-fuffering ; forbeari^^ 
one another in love; ejideavouring ttltup 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond (^ 
peace [n]. ■ w.r .'i? 

ly. I proceed to thofe \Tin^ of t];i^ 
tongue which owe their origin to vanity 
and pride. . - t <i> 

(») Jamesi i. 19, 20. Eph. iv. i — 3. 
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-*/ Thefe fms may be comprdiendedtundcc 
Sie terra boaftfulnefs. The bosftfiil maa 
fpcaJketh of bimfelf/ at)d feeketh • his own 
glorjr, :His heart is lifted up; his ^Kmtli 
ulterech proud things : he givcth tiot the 
honour unto God: he v^unteth himfelf 
^gainftthe Moll High. ' When he medU 
tates an important undertaking, he fays not 
with the Apoftle ; If fbe Lord wtlly IJbaS 
do this or that. His language is that which 
the Scripture reprobates ; To-morrow I wilt 
go into fucb a city^ and Jlay there a ycar^ 
find buy >and fell^ and get gain \p). When 
bis enterprifes profper, he remembers- not 
that it: is the Lord who givcth him power 
to get wealth. He exlaims with Nebuchad^ 
nrazar : Is not this great Bahyhn that Ibavt 
^//i//? with -the king of Aflyria, By my 
nmfdom I have done it ; for I am prudent : 
with the vaunting Ifraelite, Mypower^ and 
tht.^migbt of my arm^ hath gotten me this 
wealth (/). If he talks of religion, it is to 
fey to his neighbour ; Standby thy/elf: come 
n$t near to me : for lam holier than thou. .*jI 
thank God that I am not as other men are. 
i am rich and increafed with fpiritual goods ; 

(#) James, iv. 13. 15- / v; . ; 
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find have need of nothing, [q). If he meets 
with oppofition, he cries out with the oveK 
bearing boaftcr defcribed by the Pfalmifl: 
With my tongue will I prevail : my lips arc 
my own. Who is lo^d over me (r) ? Evett 
health and bodily ftrength and a3:ivity are 
with hitn tl^e fubjedts of vain-glory, as 
though he had conferred them upon him^^ 
himfelf. Not unfrequently wickedoefs it- 
felf becomes his boaft, Jle opeqly trimnphi 
|n the violence with which he has hotm 
down an opponent ; in the cunning wit^ 
which he has ovferreached a competitor j 
in the revenge which he has exercifel 
ligainft a perfon who has offended him ; in 
being mighty to drink wine^ and a man ^ 
firength to mingle Jlrong drink (j), Sd^ 
ptous in every circumftance of life to mag^- 
nify himfelf, he fpeaks conteroptijoufly and 
^cgradingly oi others : and thfe more con- 
temptuoufly and degradingly in prqportioti 
as he apprehends that they may be advan* 
tagcoufly compared with him, or may &2CQ& 
in the way of his entirprifcs and projeQ». 
This is he who feeketh honour from mot, 
;not the honour which comcth.oaly Jfcota 

(7) Ifaiah, Ixv. 5. Lulce, xviii.-i 1. Rev. Si. 17. 
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Ooch * Thk k be who perceiyeth not that 
before honour is humility. This is he who 
knoweth not that every ofie who exaltetH 
himfelf (hall be abafcd. This i* he who 
knoweth not that in each of the catalogues 
^f grievous finnera recorded by St Paul ad 
objefts of divine vengeance, boafters hav^ 
a place. Does the boafter call himfelf i. 
difciple and imitator of the Lord Jeftis ? 
Cgme and karn ofme^ laid Chrift : for 1 am 
meek andbwlj in heart. He did not found 
a trumpet before him ; nor caufe his voice 
to be heard in the ftreef. Though com- 
nullioned to difplay his miraculous power 
in public as one of the proofs that he was 
the predided Saviour, he delighted to find 
ficcaiions of exerting it in private : he re* 
peatedly enjoined the concealment of his 
mighty deeds: he ftudioufly transferred 
the entire praife of his works from himfelf 
to his Father: he commanded the few 
witnefTes, whom he permitted to behold his 
transfi^uraxion, to make no mention of 
that difplay^of glory until a&er his death. 
Seeji thou a man wife in his own conceit t 
There is more hope of a fool than of hinu 
Brethren ; in honour prefer one another. Be 
courteous in word and deed. Let another 
man praife thee^ and not thine own mouth : 

a franker. 
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mJ! ranger; and not thine own Ups. ''ti^iii^ 
thing be done through Jlrife or valti f^^y: 
but in lowlinefs of mind let each ejiedik &th&^ 
better than himfelf{t): ' y 

Many other offences of the tongue f 6- 
quire to be noticed : and will form; rwltJi 
the pcrmiffion of God, the fubjieft of Ji 
futtire difcourfe. The number, however, 
and the magnitude of thofe which havebecti 
inyeftigated are fufficient to awe the carl!- 
lefs into reflcdion. Where now, ye tii- 
confiderate, are your delufions ?' Are 
words empty air?. Are fins of the tongi^fe 
like the path of an arrow through a clbbd, 
undifcerned-, undifcoverable, forgotten ? ff 
a book of remembrance is written beforiftSbd 
for them that fear the Lord^ and fpeak 'oftin 
one to another : is^ there no book of rieiftieifl* 
brance for them who employ not Kiis gift 
of fpeech to his glory ? If the Lord beat-- 
kens and hears^ when men glorify Him m 
the ufe of His gift : if He proclaims, ^^?y 
Jball be mine ; and I will fpare them^ as a 
manfpareth his ownfon thatferveth him [u) : 
fhall he not hearken and hear, {halt ^e 
not avenge arid deftroy, when the tongue 

j(/) Prov. xxvi. 1 2. xxvii. 2. J Pet. iii. 8. Phillpp. ii. S- 
(ii) Mai. iii. i6, 17. 
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Ubours in the fervicc of fin ? . In that fey- 
Tice» my brethren, how long have our 

^tongues wearied themfelves | How little 
in the application of fpeech have *we imi- 
tatedi Pur Lord; hi§ prudence, his pa- 
tience, his calmnefs, his lowlinefs. Bj 
foolifh talking, by fretful and impatient 
language, by ftrife, by boafting, by one or 
^by all of thefe fins, bow often has every 
one of us tranfgrefled ! In proportion as 
we have refembled any of the pidures 
which have been drawn, fuch has been 
.oujr guilt. Do we deem the difpenfatipa 
unreafonable^ that words, no lefs than 

* anions, fhall be grounds of punifhment ? 
They reft on the fame bafis. They are in 
xiature cflentially the fame. Words and 
^dions are equally figns : figns of the ftatc 

,pf the heart. The word, the deed, the 

'meditated purpofe, fpeak the fame lan- 
guage in the ear of the Moft High, 
Alike they reveal the governing principle 
of the foul. Alike they teftify the fad 
which decides our doom: that we are 

\ fervants of God ; or that we are fervants 
ofiithe devil. 
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SERMON XIIL 

Oa Sins of the Tongue* 



Psalm cxli* 3. 

Sei a watch ^ O Lord! before my mouth i 
keep the door of my lips. 

T N the preceding difcourfe I reprefented 
* to you the nature and confequenceg of 
various fins of thie tongue. Let me now 
profecute niy defign of warning you againft 
additional offences equally comprehended 
iivithin the fcope of the text. 

V. The offence to which I fhatt ia the 
next place refer is cenforioufnefs. 

It is not cenforioufnefs to affirm fin to 
be lin ; to paint its heinoufnefs in its fflie 
colours : to pidclainfi the tremendous 
judgements which hang over the heads of 
the impenitent. To palliate guilt as though 

it 
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It were of trivial concern : to denominate 
Various kinds of wickednefs by thofe light 
appellations, which fafhion moft irreli* 
giouily applies to them: to lull the trani^ 
greffbr into fecurity by obfcuring or ex- 
plaining away the fcriptural limitations of 
the divine mercy; by^ defcribing the pu*- 
niftiments referved for the ungodly as lefs 
awful in their nature and duration than 
the plain import of the Word of God pro- 
nounces them to be ; or by maintaining a 
cowardly and unchriftian filence, when 
duty requires you to proteft, to admonifli, 
to alarm : to did thus is to prove yourfelf 
little acquainted with the Gofpcl of Chrift, 
or little difpofed to imbibe the fpirit of a 
Chriftian ; little folicitous for the glory of 
your Lord, and for the falvation of your 
own foul, and of the foul of your neighbour. 
Neither is it alway cenforioufnefs to make 
known the faults of anothen Not only 
may public juftice require you to uphold 
the interefts of fociety by bearing a faithful 
tcftimony againft crimes ; but your duty to 
your family and to your friends, and your 
geheral obligation to fupply feafonable 
counfel to the unwary, may demand that 
you fhould reveal, in the fpirit of trutb 
and raeeknefs, the actual mifcondu£t of 
-. Vol. 11. S indi^' 
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individuals : and that you fhould point Ouf^ 
according to your deliberate view of their 
charaders, fuch of their difpofitions, ha- 
bits and purpofes asf, in your apprehenfion, 
would prove, were you to remain filent, 
mifchievous and enfnaring. But when 
you publifh the faults of others unnecefla- 
rily ; when you enlarge upon them to a 
needlefs length ; when you devclope them 
with unwarranted vehemence; when you 
knowingly omit any true or probable cir- 
cumftance tending to diminifli their magni- 
tude r in each of thefe cafes you are cen- 
forious. In other words, cenforioufnefs \9 
fo to difcourfc concerning the offences of 
another as to tranfgrefs againft charity. 
Some perfons are cenforious through care- 
leffnefs; fome through felfifhnefs; fome 
through anger j fome thro;ugh malice ; fome 
through envy. According to the difference 
of the fources from which cenforioufnefo 
fprings, its guilt is more or lefs flagrant. 
But even when it arifes from careleffnefs, 
deem it not a trifling fin. You are not 
carelefs concerning ^your own charader^ 
your own welfare. Are you not to love 
your neighbour as yourfelf? You feel 
pained and injured, if your own failings 
are inadvertently made the fubjed of need- 
2. lefe 
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iefs obfervation. Why do y6u caufe needlefs 
{)ain and injury to yOur neijghbouJ: ? Re- 
flc£t htJW oppofite is (ieiiforioufnefS) from 
whatever fource it m^y proceed, to the 
precepts of Jefus Chrift. Judge not^ that 
ye be not judged. Why beboldeji thou the 
mote that is in thy brother s eye ; but conftdereji 
not the btarn that is in thine dnslm eye [a) ? 
Refleik how contrary it is to his example. 
How pure waS his tonvetfitioti from harlh 
refledtions On the prejudices, the timidity^ 
the cold and wavering faith of his follow- 
ers : and from needlefs feverity in noticing 
the obdurate blindnefsj the unconquerable 
malice^ and the murderous defigns of his 
enemies. Brethren, be ye followers ofGod^ 
as dear children^ and walk in love^ as Chriji 
hath loved us. Conjider yourfelves^ leji yie- 
ulfo be tempted \b\ 

VI. Let us tiow dil-cifJ: otir thoughts to 
thofe fins of the lips, which originate in a 
bufy and meddling fpirit. 

From this temper is derived a loquacious 
interference in the concerns of other men. 
iThe people of Athens, when St. Paul was 
in their city, fpent their time in nothing elfe 

(tt) Matth. vii. I. }. {h) Eph. v. i, 2. Gal. vi. i. 
S2 but 
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Ifut either to tell or to bear fome new thing. 
Many Chriftians feem by their conduA to 
be defcendenta of thefe Athectians. Im-* 
pelled by curiofity, they fearch out crery 
petty traafadion of the neighbourhoods 
fift it again aad again to the very bottom ; 
and treafure up in their memories, in fuch 
mattters too faithful, each partick of ia- 
^clligence which they have collefted. They 
pry into the interior of famiHes ; worm 
out every incident of the day \ make them^ 
felves matters of every change in the do^ 
mcftic arrangement; and difcover every 
*" proje£lcd plan of alteration almoft as foon 
as it is formed, often befcH'e it ha^ beeo^ 
digefted, by the perfon who devifed it* 
The ftore of news which they have thu* 
Required vanity and felf-importance urge. 
them to communicate^ Hence fronpi bufy* 
bodies they advance to be talebearers, l^bey 
wander from houfe to houfe^ beiztg tatlers 
alfo^ fpeaking tbofe things which they ought 
not [c\ Wherever they wander, they 
fpread mifchief. They encourage idlenefs ;. 
.they inflame inquifitivenefs ; they betray 
fecrets ; they excite quarrels ; they pro- 
long difTenfions. Hear with what accuracy 

(c) I Tim. V. 13. 

they 
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they arc charaderifed in the Scriptures* 
Aferpent nvill bite ; and a babbler is no bet^ 
ten The words of a talebearer are "Wounds. 
A talebearer rtvealethfecrets. He that re-- 
peatetb a matter feparatetb very friends. 
Where no -wood isj the f re goetb out : fo^ 
nvbere there is no talebearer^ the Jirifc ceaf 
tth {d). Hear the pofitive commaTids of 
God. Thoujhalt not go up and down as a 
talebearer among thy people. Let none of 
you fujfer as a bufy-body in ether mens 
natters. Study to be qmetj and do your own 
buftnefs [e). The conftant objeft of Jefus 
Chrift.was to be employed about that great 
bufinefs for which his Father had fent him 
into the world. Let it be your conftant 
obje£t to attend to that momentous con- 
cern, for which our Father who is i% 
heaven hath fent you into the world. Re- 
peat not the proceedings or the purpofes 
of your neighbour, except in fuch a manner 
as may tend to edification, the Lord 
hatetb him that foweth difcord among bre-- 
thren. For every idle word that menjhall 
fpeak they Jhall give account in the day of 
judgement {f). > 

,{d) EccJ. X. ii. Prov. xv. 13 xvil. 9. xvlli. 18. xxvi. 20. 
(if) Lev. xix. 16. 1 Pet. iV. 15. i ThefT. iv. 11. 
(/) Prov. vL 16 — 19. Matth. xii. 36, 

S3 VII. We 
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VIL We are now to confider thofQ 
offences, which fall ynder the general de« 
fcription of deceit, 

Qf thefe the moft prominent is opea 
falfehood. It is by the bands of truth that 
ibciety is held together. It is in fincerity 
^nd truth that we are to ferve God. The 
liar deftroys the foundation of all confidence 
whether in the public dealings of men one 
with another, or in the retirement of do^ 
meftic life. The evils which the violation 
of truth produces are fo manifeft ; the dif-» 
ficulty of guarding againft its efFefts is 
fo great ; and men, with whatever indiffer-r 
ence they behold their neighbour's, fin as 
committed againft God, are fo quick to 
condemn it when prejudicial to themf?lves ;. 
that h^ wUo is notorioufly guilty of lying 
13 held in general abhorrence ; and eveq 
thofe who abandon themfelves to other 
branches of wickednefs, and fcarcely pre-f 
tend to pay regard to religion, are folici-» 
tous to maintain a, charader for veracity, 
and refent the imputation of a lie as the 
grofieft of injuries, Biit the opinions pf 
men concerning offences againft men are 
of little importance, when compared with 
the eftimation in which breaches of the 
(livine la^,v are viewed by Almighty God,. 

Opa 
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God is a God of truth. He requires truth 
in the inward parts, in the heart. £very 
departure from truth he marks as a fin 
againft Himfelf. . Te /hall not deal falfejy^ 
nor lie^ one to another\J am the Lord [g). 

The falfehood, however, of the lips fre- 
quently fliews itfelf in the form of flander. 
The obnoxious individual who could not 
be injured or deceived by an open breach 
of truth, may be overwhelmed by the ar- 
tifices of fecret calumny. Evil reports 
may be raifed and privately [diffufed con- 
cernjng him : reports, ,which while theif 
aut)ior lies concealed, may execute their 
ofiice abroad in open day; and haftening 
from lip to lip, from door to door, fiora 
circle to circle, may undermine his good 
name, defeat his honcft undertakings, blight 
his reafonable hopes, inflame his antient ad- 
verfaries, embody a new hoft of foes, and 
poifon the minds of his nearefl: friends with 
fufpicion and difl:ruft. Slander is but a 
more refined^ and therefore more raifchie- 
' vous, mode of lyings Are you then fur- 
prifed at the decifion of the wife king : 
He that hidcth hatred with lying Ups^ and 
be that uttereth ajlander^ is a fool [h) ? Well 

{^) Lev. xix. II, 12. [h) Provp x, i8, 

1^4 may 
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may he be pronounced memorable for folly^ 
vrho remembereth not that the words k£ . 
his lips are recorded againft the day of re* 
tribufion. Do you wonder at the decla^ ; 
rations of the Pfaiirfift, that wbofo privily - 
Jlanderetb bis neighbour Jhall he cut off': that ? 
if any man would dwell in thcprefence of ^ 
the Moft High, he muft be one who Aack^ 
hiteth not with bis tongue y nor taketb up a\ 
reproach againjl his neighbour (/) ? Is not 
the language of the New Teftament on this 
fubjcdl in full agreement with that of the' 
Gld ? Does not St. Paul, in his Epiftle to 
the Romans, name backbiters among the 
greateft offenders ? Does not he exprefsly 
warn the Corinthians againft backbiting as 
a great offence? Does not he pointedly 
exprefs both to Timothy and Titus the 
^nfulnefs oifalfe accufers [k] f 

What were the engines of fin by which 
ruin was brought upon mankind ? An 
open falfehood, and a difguifcd flander. 
•An open falfehood ; for the (ievil unequivo- 
cally averred, that man fhould not die, 
though he fhould eat of the fruit of the 
forbidden tree. A difguifcd flander : for 

(/) Pf. ci. 5 XV. 3. (i) Rom. i. 30. 2 Cor. xii. 20, 
2 Tim. iii. 3. Tit^s, li. 3. 

the 
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the itifinuating tempter imputed to God 
other motives than the true due, motives 
even of jealoufy and felfiflinefs, for pro- 
hibiting man from eating of it. Hence the 
devil is pronounced by our Saviour to be 
% liar; and the father of lies. Hence too 
the Jews, as liar^, are pronounced the chil- • 
dren of the devil. As the imitators, the 
flaves, the children of the devil, all liars, 
whether they deal in open falfehood or in 
lurking flander, are objeds of deteftation 
to Almighty God. A lying tongue the 
Lord hateth : lying lips are an abomination 
to the Lord. All liars Jb all have their part 
in the lake that hurneth with Jire and brim^ 
Jlone (/). 

" There is yet another garb which deceit' 
wears, that of flattery. To flatter is tq 
^fcribe to another that praife to which you 
do not believe him to be entitled ; or to 
convey to him in any manner tindiured 
with infincerity the applaufe which you 
apprehend him to deferve. In the firft 
cafe, the flattery is dircd: lying : in the 
fecond, it is bypocrify. The flatterer ex- 
aggerates the excellence of the perfons 
whom he purpofes to conciliate ; know- 

(/} Pro. vl. 17, xii. 22. Rev. xxi. 8. 

ingly 
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ingly reprefeiits them as more virtuous, ot 
more powerful, or more wife,* or more 
nfeful, or more valued, than he deems to 
te the fad : approaches them with looks 
and geftures of ftudied complaifance ; ad- 
^reffes them with an aflumed air of hu- 
jnility, admiration, or attachment ; and 
Jiefitates not, for the fake of forwarding 
his own felfifti defigns, to fawn upon their 
humours, to encourage their prejudices, to 
;iffe£t their opinions, to aggravate their 
refentments, to flan'der any objedt of their 
diflike, to panegyrize and ftimulate their 
vices. He utters fmooth words to deceive. 
The words of })is month will be fmootber 
than butter^ when war is in his heart : his 
words will be fofter than oily when they 
are intended to adl as drawn /words. H? 
^eaks vanity with his neighbour : withjlat^ 
tering lips and with a double heart doth h^ 
fpeak. But his doom is already on recdrd : 
jill flattering Tips the Lord flj all cut off {m). 

My brethren : you affirm yourfelves to 
be the difciples of Chrifl: Jefus. Look 
then to your pattern. He did no fin, 
liekher was guile found in his mouth. If 
jou would love life, and fee good days j 

(w) Pf. xli. ?, 3. 

refrain 
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refrain your tongue from evil, and your 
lips that they fpeak no guile. Of thofe 
who are defcribed in the book of Revela^ 
tions as 'redeemed from among men, the 
firft-fruits unto God and the Lamb, one 
charaderiftic is, that in their mouth was 
found no guile. And in the fame porten- 
tous book the world is repeatedly fore- 
warned that whofoever loveth and maketb 
a lie^ fhall not enter into the new Jerufalem, 
the kingdom of the Lord Jefus. 

VIIL Let mej in the next place, call 
upon you to unite in detefting all fins of 
the tongue which are violations of mo- 
defty. 

On a fubje<a: fo difgufting I fhall not 
enlarge. But I muft folemnly deliver to 
you the teftimony pf the Scriptures agaiuft 
every one who is guilty of fuch offences. 
Indecent converfation is ftigm^tifed in Holy 
Writ by the name oifilthinefs. Put off all 
filthy communication out of your mouth. Let 
not flthinefs once be named among you [n). 
There is indeed no fin which is more 
odious in its nature, more expreffive of a 
(Jepraved and polluted -heart. Let not 

{ri) Coloff. iii. 8. Eph, V. 3, 4, 

any 
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any one imagine that the offence is dimU 
niihed in the fight of God, when the Kcen- 
tiotts meaning is obfcured by ambiguous 
language, or lurks under diflant allufions. 
God looks into the bofom, and fees all its 
abominations, Chrifl hath called you unto 
holinefs. You are required to be holy, as 
he was holy ; pure, as he was pui^e. A 
true Chriflian will not only watch over 
hb lips, that they may not inadvertently 
overflep the bounds of delicacy, nor ap- 
proach fo near to them as to be in danger 
of trefpaffing: but he will fhun and dif- 
countenance all difcourfe, which leads to 
temptation. // // ajhame^ faith the Apoftle, 
to /peak of fucb things as are done in fecret 
by the wicked. No unclean perfon bath 
any inheritance in the kingdom ofChrifi and 
of God [^o). / 

IX. I clofe the gloomy catalogue of fins of 
the tongue with one, which in prefumption 
exceeds all others, profanenefs. 

This fin comprehends every irreverent 
expreffion concerning the Deity, his attri*- 
butes, his providence, his revelation, his. 
judgements. Sometimes it exercifes itfelf 

{q) Eph. V. 5. 12. 

in 
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in fpeaking againfl: the Moft High : ia 
vilifying Hiqi by fcofl5ng at his laws, fnecr- 
ing at his ordinances, deriding the doc-*, 
trines of his infpired word. Sometimes it 
difplays itfeif in malice againft men ; in 
calling down vengeance from heaven on 
thofe who are made after the fimihtude 
of God. It fills every degree in the fcalc^ 
of guilt, from the flighted word of con- 
tempt againll religion, and of difrefped 
towards God, to the moft daring blaf- 
phemy : from the moft carelefs exprcflion 
implying a wifh that a fmall evil from 
^ above may overtake another, to the deepeft 
curfes of everlafting damnation, v Murder, 
perjury^ cgid atheifm are in its train. It& 
language is fit to be the language only of 
fiends. Its path leads to the habitation of 
fiends. 

Above all things ^ my bf^ethren^fwear not .* 
that ye fall not into condemnation. Let your 
communication be yea^ yea^ nay^ nay: for 
whatfoever is more than thefe^ cometh of evil. 
Thoujhalt not take the name of the Lard tHy 
God in vain : for the Lord will not hold hint 
guilt lefs that taketh His name in vain {p). 
There are perfons who perfgade themfolves 



(f) James, V. u. Maith.v. 37. Exod. xx. 7. 
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that they difapprove profanencfs, and feetfl 
to hold themfelves guiltlefs, while ihtf 
perfevere in the daily, perhaps hfiurly^ 
pradiice of it» Who are thefe felf-deceivers ? 
They who introduce the names of God 
and of Chrift, and other kindted terms, iii 
faihionable afleveratiotis, or in exclamations 
of furprife, of hope, of difappointment, of 
in fome other light rtianner, into theif 
ordinary difcourfe. Do they aflSrm that 
the offence with which they are charged is 
but an idle habit : that the objedtionable 
words drop from their tongues without in* 
tentional irreverence, without meanings 
and frequently without being perceived? 
Mlferable and vain excufes ! How hack« 
neyed in profane irreverence is your tongue^ 
if the moft awful expreflions are become 
familiar expletives ! How reiterated has 
been the found, if your ear is dead to the 
impreflion ! If a lively fear and a fervent 
love of your Maker and your Redeemer 
|5revailed in your bofom ; it is impoflible 
that you could thus trifle with their facred 
names. Your heart would fmite you at 
the thought. The found would die away 
upon your lips. If you can ufe fuch ex- 
preffions yourfelf ; if you can hear them 
ufed without pain : examine your bfeaft. 

There 
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There is delufion on the furface : if U wcH 
if there be not hypocrify at the bottom. 

Confider, ye tvho are guilty of atiy fpe- 
cies of profanenefs^ the example cf Him of 
whom you repute yourfelves the difcipies. 
In public and in private, how replete with 
reverence and love to God was his conver- 
fation ! With what high refpeft did he 
always mention the Scriptures! How 
truly did the language of his lips accord 
with his praftical benevolence to m«n ! 
Will he receive to himfelf the blafphemer, 
the fcqfFer, the man whofe mouth poureth 
out curfes, or him who obftinately perfifts 
in irreverent difcourfe ? Tbe lawy the law 
of condemnation^ is made for the unholy and 
the profane (y). 

Suffer me to add, in conclufion, fome 
few general remarks, relating to all offences 
of the tongue, and leading to a due ap- 
plication of the text. 

Though for the fake of clearnefs I have 
treated feparately concerning feparate fins 
of the tongue, it is feldom that any one of 
them comes fingly. Or if at firft unat- 
tended, it 9oes not long continue folitary. 
The eVil fpirit which has occupied the 

(7) 1 Tim. u^ 

manfion 
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manfion prepares it for others wbriS tbiria 
himfelf. Thus the impatiept man iiftisJIy 
becomes contentious ; the contentious pro- 
fime : the foolifh talker a talebearer ; the 
talebearer cenforious and a dealer in falfe^ 
hood. • Hence the guilt attached to each 
diftinft clafs of the ofiences which we have 
confidered, and the great probability that 
he who indulges in any one will be cH- 
foared into more, concur to eftablilh the 
extreme importance of guarding the lips 
againil all. Unlefs you are habitually ^bte 
to command your tongue, think not that 
you are a Chriftian. You have the decifive 
judgement of an Apoftle, that if any One 
among you feemeth to be religious, antd 
bridleth not his tongue ; that man de- 
ceiveth his own heart, and his religion is 
vain. But mark the forcible langiiage in 
which the fame Aftoftle reprefents the diflRi- 
culty, nay, if we are left to our own 
ftrength, the impoffibility, of controlling 
this inftrument^ of evil. Every kind of 
beqfisy and of birds ^ and offerpents^ and of 
things in thefea ; every part of the animkvd 
world which men have encoilhteredj is 
tamedy and bath beefl tamedy has fobner or 
later been fubdued, of mankind. But the 
tongue can no man tan^ : it is an unruly cvil^ 

full 
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im word^ tbcfifme is a perfeO^man^ and aUt 
alfo to bridle tbewbak body (r). What ha^ 
been our perfpnal experience? We hare 
acknowledged (h^ tranfgreflionsof ourlips*- 
We have xefolved againft the rq>otition of 
them. Again and ag^n new relapfes have 
covered U9 wkh fhame. To fliame has 
fucceeded grief; to grief determination of 
amendment; to determination of amend* 
ment tranfgreffion. If this then be our 
fituation : if there can be no religion with- 
out the fubjedtion of the tongue, and if the 
tongue be unconquerable by human difci** 
^line : what courfe is man to purfue ? What 
courfe^ but that which is pointed out in the 
words of the Pfalmift ? What path but that, 
which leads to the Jure mercies of David? 
Let a watch ht fet by thee, Lord^ before my 
mouth : keep thou, O God, the door of my 
lips.! They who obftinately depend upon. 
Uiemfelves ftiall prove by lamentable dit 
appointmeoits, that human nature can nei« 
ther cure nor withftand its own corruption ; 
tbat it is not in man, unrenewed by the 
Spirit of Qod, to govern either his anions 
or his words according to the law of eternal 

(r) James, iil. 2. 7, 8. 

VokII."' T Kfe. 
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Wb. But irrith God all thiogs are pofibfe^ 
There is no undertakihgy whatever beiH 
iSficblty, whick to Hi» power is^not eafy; 
There is- no eortuption, fat it ever fc do&lf 
interwoteh wkh the human hearc, wbidi 
HiS' grao* c^not extirpate. Dired- your 
eameft iuppllcation to the Father of iHef- 
<!ie9 for ability to reftrain ymxt lipa from 
e¥ili. for a> diipofition uniformly ta ea^ 
deavour to follow the fteps of your Lord 
in word no'lefs than in deed* OiFep up 
jour prayier in fmcerity and truth, o&rctt 
in the name and through the mediatifm 
of Jefus Chrift, who ever liveth at the right 
hand of God to make intercefiion ;for 
you : and you fhall receive injduetimejthe 
aflifiance which 19 needful to falvatiioiu 
jBut. think not that God will fhower down 
His grace to abolifh the neceflity of your 
own exertions, or to juftify you in fluggilh 
imconcern. Though except the Lord build 
the haufe^ their labour is but loft that build 
it; he expeds that the builders ihould per- 
form their ofBcei Though except the Lord 
keep the city^ the watchman waketb but in 
vain: he requires that the watchman 
ifeould be faithful in circumfpedion. Froia 
^,QU, if you would obtain from :Him the 
ipewftT over your tongue, hexJcnwndavigi- 
y^ t lance. 



knccl^ tautioo^ fofbearaace^ &)fetfiou^t^ 
perfeVering ftrugglcs agaiuft fin. He dd^ 
ixmodiB cbaty through the grace whidi He 
liM already fuppUed^ you eKercife yoiir 
tatigqe in the employments and language 
of devotion; that m the bufinefs of youf 
ftatioii^ in the hour of leifure, you convcrfe 
a$ befits thofe who know that they fpeak 
in the hearing of God: that amidfl: allure^ 
inentd and provocations^ amidft unhallowed 
principles ^hd corrupt example, you daily 
confS&fs Ghrift in the government of yoixt 
lips: th«t you redouble your efforts and 
your prayers j when the preflure of tempta- 
tion increafes : that you faint not nndet 
difcouragements, nor be weary in well- 
doing : that, if betrayed into tranfgrefEon 
Ivith your lips, you labour the more ftrenu- 
oufly againft tranfgreffion for the future : 
that you depend not on yourfelf, but ex- 
clufively upon Him : that, when you have 
-been enabled to preferve your tongue void 
of offence, you afcribe not to yourfelf but 
to Him the praife. Shun then, my bre- 
.thren, as you value prefent peace and eter- 
nal happinefs, every offence of the tongue. 
Avoid vain babblings and fooiyb and un^ 
liearned quejiions. Be not bafiy V)ith your 
wardt; nor fret agm^ the Lord. Ablj% 
,^^^- T2 Jiri/e, 
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/irife^ railings ^ perverfe di/putings oj men of 
corrupt mi fids and dejiitute of the truth. ' Be 
not deftrous of vain-glory. Let all bittemefs 
and clamour, and evil-fpeaking be put awaj 
from you. Putting away lyings fpcak 
every man truth with his neighbour : for we 
are members one of another* Lay qfide all 
guile and hypocrify. Let no corrupt commur 
tucation proceed out of your mouth ; but that 
which is good to the ufeof edifying^ that it 
may minifier grace unto the hearers. _Give 
unto the Lord the honour due unto His name. 
^Tbe God of patience and confolation^ g^^^ 
that ^:accor ding to Chrifl Jefus^ ye may with 
one mouth glorify God, 
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. SERMON* XIV. 

On the Identity of Wifdom and Religion.. 



Psalm cxix. 34. 



Give me underjlanding^ and I Jhall keep thy 
law^ yea^ 'I Jhall obfervc it with my whole 
heart. 

TN the book of Proverbs and in other 
parts of Scripture, men are earneftly 
exhorted to purfue wifdom. It is evident 
that by wifdom the facred writers, intende4 
religion. They were in fa<3: fo fteadfaftly 
convinced that religion is real wif4om, an4 
the greateft wifdom, and the only true wifi 
dom ; that the term wifdom continually 
prefented itfelf to their minds as peculiarly 
adapted to defignate a life of faith and hq,-^ 
linefs : and folly appeared to them the ap^y 
propriate denomination of fin. In com- 
T 3 men 
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inoA with many other pofitions of Holy 
Writ, the identity of wifdom and religion 
is by no means univerfally recognifed as 
a faitbfol faying^ and worthy of all accepta^ 
tion. The infidel fneers at the dodrine as 
fanatical. The licentious encounter it with 
broad derifion as refuted by daily expe- 
rience. And among thofe who are un- 
tainted by fcepticifm and decent in their 
chara£kers, numbers, efpecially of the young, 
while they acquiefce in it as a fcriptural 
declaration, regard it as a ftrange and myf* 
terious truth : and though not prepared to^ 
2iffirm with the unbeliever and the profli- 
gate that the fervants of religion arc in this 
life of all men the mojl miferabld^ reft in- 
wardly of opinion that the fphere of tKei^ 
own happinefs would be confiderably en- 
larged if, without forfeiting the future re- 
tompenfe of holinefs, they were at liberty 
te expatiate in the prefent gratifications of 
the finner. Let us then furvey, 6ne by 
one, the charaderiftic marks of wifdom : 
and examine whether they are not firigly 
and colleftively exemplified in the conduct 
.©if the man, who fixes his heart upon God 
li[rough Jefus Chrift. 

''''- ' ' i.Wi^ 
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- L Wifdoxn, in the firft place^ fekfts fuch 
obje^s of purfuit as (he difcerns a fatid^ 
fa£tory profped^ of attaining^ Haa ^religion 
thig charaderiftic of vrifdom? Gompare 
under this point of view the pbjc&8 which 
infpire the exertions of the irreligious man 
with thofe. which the true Ghriftian prq- 
pofes to himfelf. Be it opulence, or power, 
or reputation, or any other worldly poffef- 
(ion or enjoyment, after which you labour ; 
how great is the uncertainty whether you 
ihall fucceed! .When at the clofe of the 
Iong-protra£led chafe you hang in tri- 
umphant €xped:ation over your prize ; 
how frequently does it elude your gralp! 
"What language is more common in the 
mouths of men bufied in fuch purfuits than 
that of difappointment ? How often do you 
hear them complaining that they have 
failed in their defigns ! How often, when 
they keep filence, do their looks bcfpeak ^ 
complaining heart ! How Qiany men, ^agejr 
to heap up wealth have found themfelvcs, 
after years of toil, fcarcely richer than when 
they fet out in life ! Their Un4? l?ayc 
jproved unproductive j or their crops fia,vc 
been blighted; or they have jieca ruined 
by bad debts ; or their veflels hav'e ' been 
Aipwrecked j or their cuftomers have been 
T 4 drawn 
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drawn away by rivals ; or friends, on whofe 
recoqnimendadon and affiftance they de-r 
pended; have deceived them. How many, 
in the higher ranks of fociety, feveriih with 
unceafing third for pre-eminence, have con«^ 
tinually been excluded and deprefled by 
more fortunate competitors ! How often is 
the man who pant3 for reputation .ftunned 
with cenfure and contempt, when be fan- 
cies hin^felf fecure of fame ! Look to any, 
other earthly purfuit j and you behold the 
fame crofles, the fame unccrtaintyr You 
are taught by a crowd of examples how 
frequently the race is not to the fwift ; npff 
the battle to the ftrong ; nor the prize cf 
ability to the fkilful ; nor the reward of io<» 
duftry to the perfevering. But is the nugj 
who yields his heart to religion thus ex- 
pofed to difappointmeut ? Does he labour 
and perfevere in the path which he. has 
chofen, and fail of his recompenfe ? His rCH 
compenfe is fare. The children of this 
world may fucceed in their purfuits. The 
religious man muil fucceed in his* The 
favour of his heavenly Father, the atone- 
ment of his Redeemer, the fandtificauoa 
of the Holy Ghoft the Comforter, are f&- 
cured to him by the unchangeable promif^ 
oi God* , Omnipotence is pledged to ujpr 

hold 



Kbld hirh ; infinite wifdbni to guTifc him • 
^tertial love to blefs hiiri; His irihcritance 
is beyond the reach of accident and vU 
ciffitude. When Chrift, who is hisMife; 
fhall appear ; then fliall'he alfo appear with 
Chrift in glory. 

IL Wifdom fets its afFeftions upoti thofc 
things which are in their own nature the 
moft excellent. Has religion this mark of 
wifdom ? Let it for the prefent be fuppofed 
that both' the advantages which are enfured 
to the fervants of God, and thofe which 
the world holds out to its followers, ate 
valuable. Which of the two are in their 
owri ngiture the more defirablc ? Let it be 
affumed, that you have the power of at- 
taining riches and honours, and fenfual 
pleafures, to the largeft extent of your 
wifties. Are thefe attainments, or religion^ 
beft entitled by iiiherent excellence to the 
ppffeiBon of your heart ? God has formed 
you with a reafonable foul. Is it wife to 
prefer to the holy cxercife of your under- 
ftanding thofe indulgences and employ- 
ments, which terminate in the body ? God 
has created^you capable of Ibving and 
obeying him. Is it wife to prefer your 
pwn inclinations, or the examples of others, 

to 
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tOfhis favour^ to bia fervice ? You cannot 
loYf two oppofite maftera. Tou cannot 

ferve God and mammon. The friendjbip of 
the world is enmity with God. Wbofoevcr 
will be afHend of the world is the enemy of 
God {a). To devote your heart to God 
and alfo to the world is impoffible. Which 
Mailer is the mprc worthy ? Which fcnricc 
is the more honourable? They that art 
after the fiejb mind the things of the fk/h ; 
they that are afier thefpirit mind the things 
ofthejpirit. The works ofthefiejb are ma*^ 
nifeji : adultery ^fornication^ unclcannefs^ laf 
civioufnefs^ idolatry^ witchcraft^ hatred^ va^ 
riancCy emulations^ wfath^ Jlrife^ Jeditions^ 
berejies^ ^envyings^ murders^ drunkennefs^ re^ 
veilings^ malice^ hlafphemy ^filthy communita^ 
tion {B). Is it needful to lengthen the ca- 
talogue ? The fruits of the fpirit are love^ 

joy^ peace ^ longfufering, gentlenefs, goodnefi, 

faitby meeknefsy temperance^ rigbteoufwtfs^ 
truths bowels of mercies^ kindnefs^ humbknefs 
^fmind. Whatfoever things are true^ ^ix^at-- 

foever things are honefl^ 'whatfoever things 
arejufl^ whatfoever things are pure^ wbat^ 

foever things are lovely^ whatfoever things are 
tf good report ; Religion bids you thinA on 

{a} Luke, xvi. 13. James, iv. 4. (i) Roiki.tHJ. 5. 
Gal. V. 19-^21. Col. iih a, ^ ^ ^ 

'. • thefe 



tb^ things {c) t fo not this to apfifwi fkinp 
which are excellent i^d) ? Is not this to iHa- 
nifeft wifitom? 

III. Wifdom choofcs for its portion thofc 
acquifitions, which in thepofleffion are ac-^ 
companied with the higheft delight. Som6i> 
times it is nttder the neceffity of making a 
choice between objects which afford delight 
at prefent, and thofe which promife delight 
at a future time. Under thcfe circum- 
ftances, if the diftant good be far fuperior 
to that which is at hand ; wifdom content- 
edly refigns her profpe^s of the benefit 
which is near for the fake of the greater 
benefit which is remote. But if any me*- 
thod fhould be difcoverable, by which both 
the prefent and the future advantage may 
be fecured; wifdom difplays her difcern* 
ment by adopting that line of condud« 
How then Hands the cafe with refpefit to 
jfiligioa ? Confider the point firft with re* 
gard to prefent fatisfadion. Does the re^ 
ligious man» or the wicked .man, receive 
truer enjoymisnt from the common bleflings 
of this worldi The religious man affirms 
that he himfelf receives the truer enjoyment 

(«) G»I. V. 22, 23. Eph. V. 9, Col. iiL «. Philippe 
IT. 8. (//) Philipp. i. I0» 

from 
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from them. This affertiori the wicked man 
denies ; and ftrenuoufly contends that the 
balance of pleafure is decidedly on his fide. 
Which of the two is the proper judge? 
Certainly not the wicked man^ For he 
knows nothing of tbofe attendant circum- 
ftances, which in the mind of the religious 
double the r^lifh of the mod ordinary gra^ 
tification^ He h^)» had no experience of 
that heartfelt gratitude and love to the all- 
bounteous donor, which enhance the value 
of the fmalleft gift. He has no fenfe of 
that tranquillity of confcience, that joy of 
the foul, that peace of God which pafleth 
^11 underftanding ; by whofe cheering in- 
fluence the heart of the righteous is pre- 
pared to reap from circumftances, whence 
others could fcarcely extra(a: an atom of 
pleafure, a continual feaft of delight. At 
any rate the wicked man, whatevef he may 
know of the pleafures of the world, knows 
nothing of the delights of religion. How 
can he then be qualified to compare the 
one clafs of gratifications with the other? 
How can he xlecide a queflion, of which 
he underftands but a pari ?' Now the reli- 
gious man not only enjoys the corhfortg^ 
peculiar to righteoufnefs ; but he fhares fn 
com nioh 'with' the wicked every "eartlily 
\ good. 



good* He poffeffes both : he qslX). cpmpars 
them togethei; : he can with' certainty prPr 
nbunce on their prefent relative value., 
Perhaps you reply, that there are various 
worldly pleafures from which the man, of 
religion thinks it right to abftain,and others 
of which he takes not fuch ample draughts, 
as his rival : that confequently the iiuner 
muft, in thefe refpeds, have the greater en- 
joyment at prefent : and. t;hat the religious 
toon is evidently difqualified from jucjjgiiig 
of the worth of pleafures which he .has 
never tried. Take then a judge whom you 
will confefs to be competent and impartial.. 
Refer the queftion to a man, who, after 
having long run the career of fin and 
plunged without reftraint into worldly pur- 
fuits and fenfual indulgences, has providen- 
tially been led to devote himfelf to religion, 
and has perfevered during a period of years 
in his Chriftian courfe. Here is a man 
who can fpeak from experience. Here is 
a man who has put to the proof the pre- 
fent fatisfadtions both of a righteous and of 
an unrighteous life. What is his determin- 
ation? Afk him whether he now enjoys 
happinefs greater or lefs than that, which 
he poflefled heretofore. He will tell you 
that the two cafes admit not of comparifon. 
8 He 
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He will Icll yoii that you dircft hiih to 
cbntraft the puddle with the fountain ; the 
dtlfkinefs of twilight with the blaze of 
iloon. He will tell you that, until he was 
brought into the paths of rightepufnefs, he 
never knew happinefs. He wilt tell you 
tfiat, while he toiled in the fervice of 'fin, 
he Wis acquainted with noify merriment, 
frantic riot, licentious diflipation : but was 
iq^orant of pure and genuine fatisfadion* 
He will tell you that in the raidft of laugh- 
ter he found his heart forrowful ; and the 
end of that mirth heaviriefs. He will tell 
you that wine is a mocker and Jirong drint 
is raging ; and that wbofo^ver is deceived 
thereby is not wife. He will tell you that 
they who live in pleafure are dead while 
fliey live : that when htfaid unto bis hearty 
*^ Enjoy pleajttre ;" behold this alfa was va^ 
nity. He will tell you that finful gratifica- 
don leaves a fting behind ; a ftiog loaded 
with fecret venom, poifoning the fourcea 
of happinefs. What will be his reprefent- 
atlon of his prefent ftate ? He will defcribe 
himfelf as a witnefs to the truth of the 
fcriptural declarations, that happy is hQ 
who keepeth the law of his Creator : that 
Oodlinefs has the promife even of the life 
winch now is. ** Now,*' he will exclaim^ 
10 *^ I know 
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*M know* what it is to live. Now I know^ 
**'that what r formerly accounted pleafure^ 
^ was labour and emptineis and vexatipm 
•* Now know I the value of thofe calm and 
** fure delights of religion^ which once, be- 
" caufe I knew them not, I defpifcd. Now 
^^ know I that in the common bufinefs and 
** common comforts of life the righteous 
** man receives ampler gratification than 
^' tbefervant of fin derives from linbouxlded 
" indulgence/* 

So ftands the comparifon, if comparifoa 
it is tcf be termed, as to the prefent life, 
l^ith refpedi to the life to come, com- 
f)arifon cannot be mentioned. Whether 
the bleffcdnefs of heaven or the pains of 
hell be preferable ; whether it be wifdotA 
to choofe the future rewards of religion^ 
or the future puniflimcnts of guilt ; thefe 
are qucftions which require not an anfwen 
Even if there wer> no hell in referve for 
the tragodly ; and if admiffion into heaven 
could not be obtained but by a life of an- 
guifh from the cradle to the grave : wifi 
dom would tell you that fo glorious an in- 
heritance it would be a privilege to pur- 
chafe at fo low a price. 

r -. . IV. WxC- 
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IV^ Wifdom occupies itfelf in. , ^lepiir* 
fuit pf ciSciep^t remedies for evils adujfjyor 
pxobable. 

^^^Is-.LhifJ.pofition defcriptive of religionr? 
Evils, are teinporal, or fpirituaL Compafe 
af to evils of each clafs the advantdge^t^f 
the righteous aad of the unrigh-t^us^ ,\ Be 
it. admitted that in the cafe of poverty^ and 
cjf every grievance which monej ca^r^rs* 
move or palliate, the irreligious have inrrt* 
ferve means of cure or of alleviatipn,ff09i 
which the fervant of Chrift is interdiiS,€jd. 
You will not, I prefume, contend that in 
tbefe refpe<9:s the. wicked man proves Jbini- 
felf poflefled of a preponderance of hap- 
plnefs, becaufe without fcruple he/reforts 
to patios which lead to the pillory or „the 
gallows. Ui^iderthe lofs of health, or, of 
friends, or of relatives, no comfort pecu- 
liar to the wicked can be fpecified. But 
under poverty and every other affli£tioo 
which experience or imagination can pour- 
tray, the man of religion is not only com- 
petent, equally with the wicked, to have 
recourfe to every upright method, in other 
words, to every method truly defirable, ,of 
attaining all the afliftance which earth c*a 
fupply ; but is fuftained by fupports aad 

con* 



^iblatipns exclufi velf his t>wnv Oehuine 
lympathy. delights to footh hitn \^ adllva 
compaffioa^ and unbought kindnefs^ to be« 
iriead him. Thofc who arc gone before 
he hopes again to. meet; hopes to m^et in 
liapj^iie& ; hopes to meet in happinefs not 
' 4imini{hed^ perhaps enlarged, by the in« 
ftmaxentality of his intercourfe during their 
pilgrimage below. From religion the pious 
iufferer learns not merely to endure, but 
to be thankful and to rejoice. In tribula* 
tion he recognizes needful and merciful 
chafiifement. He beholds the hand of his 
Father: he treads .in the footfteps of his 
Redeemen But let us no longer dwell oa 
<mtward trials. Advert to fpiritual evils ; 
the only evils which in the eftimation of 
the religious man merit the name^ Advert 
to the dominion of radical corruption ; the 
Giarfe of the broken law j the malignity and 
wiles of principalities and powers of darfc- 
iaefs» Behold religion rejoicing in the 
purfuit of remedies obvious, effeftual, all- 
fufficient. Behold her in complete and* 
indefeafible poffeflion of her remedies; 
Behold her oppofing to radical corruptton 
the influence of grace ; to the curfe of the 
law^ the; blood of the crofs : to^tlie prince 
of darknefs^ the omnipotence of Chrift. To 
VOL, IL U fpiritual 



f][)iritual evils what has the wicfced Dftafi to 
cppofe ? Nothing : abfolutely nothing* He 
ftands forlorn and naked in the cbnfltft ; 
without ihield or dart, without ftxeltcr, with- 
out refuge. Will you plead that, beiri^ ig- 
norant of his ftate, and free from pangs of 
confciehce, he lofes not in point of prefent 
happinefs? The averred fadts are titittu^. 
He is far from total/ ignorances and larthfer 
frota uninterrupted tranquillity of ^btifdi- 
ence. Many a beam of light flaflbea teriroTr 
on his mind : many a pang of <:onviftioh 
ftrikes a dagger through his heart. Bttt 
fuppofe his ignorance total ; his fearleffn^sfe 
Unbroken. If ignorant in this land, ire is 
ignorant wilfully and therefore criminally 
If his confcience is paft feelingj it is-bfecltife 
he has feared it hirafelf. Do you pfctcC 
under the head either of happinefs jor of 
wifdom, that overpowering. torpor of die 
foiil, which is upheld by criminal ignorande, 
t)r reigns as the concomitant of obduracy J 

V. Wifdom fixes her attention on thc& 
defirableobjeds, which,t5ther circumftanccs 
being equal, are the moft durable. Is this, 
charadcriftic of wifdom to be found in j»- 
iigion ? iiow long do the pleafures of fifa 
rcontioue ? Certainly not longer, th^n.liffij. 
-::^ "/ •:: r : ^ But 
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But do they^ commonly laft io long \ In 
minj aa inftance, while they are AHl ^^ 
tamable, thi^ relifli for them is deflroycd 
by fatirty. Then how frequently are they 
banUhe^d by viciffitudes pf fortune ! Riches 
tnake tbemfelv€s wings andfiy away. Anx- 
iety puflies into the place of Amufement* 
Diftrefs occupies the ftation of delight. 
Neceflity fuperfedcs indulgence. But let 
the current • of profperity remain full. Thfe 
tide of youth and- ftrength cannot be fuf- 
tained. Old age advances with uninter- 
rupted pace. Then come gray hairs add 
:trembling limbs, and painful days aa(l 
wakeful nights. Where are now the plear 
fiires of the wicked ? What is the fatisfac^- 
tion now to be extra£ted from honour, ot 
from wealth, or from power, or from the 
friendihip of the world ? What is become 
of all the vanities of life ? It is not that 
their fervant is fliortly to leave them. It is 
that they have deferted their fervant. They 
have left him a prey to bitter recoUedion^ to 
fi'uitlefs wifties, to difappointment without 
remedy and without hope. Like the plun- 
dered Ephraimite, the wretched votary 
looks around in vain for his idoh. He 
hid fet his heart on fhadows which cannot 
profit J and is miferable bccaufe they are 
^:i U a gone. 
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goac-. , How fares in the mean time tfcc 
pian of religion ? His treafures are not 
ifubjcdl to decay. The lofe of worldly goo^ 
manifefts the unalterable value of the por- 
tion which he has chofen. Stripped pf 
earthly poficflions^ it is then that he ap- 
.pears truly rich. Encompafled with tri- 
bulation, it 18 then that he difplays inherent 
iiappinefs. In penury, in ficknefs, in afflic- 
tion, he proves that he retains that which 
is more valuable, that which in the mo- 
ment of trial he feels to be more valuable, 
than all tliat the world can give; that 
lyhich is not, like the gifts of the world, 
perifli^ble j that which the world is equally 
unable to give and to take away. But let 
it be fuppofed that the wicked man grafps 
his good things^ be they what they may, 
until death. The righteous man, travelling 
by his fide, enjoys his delights unto the 
fapie* period. So far,, as to duration, the 
fervant of God is not under any difadvan- 
tage. But from the inftant of death how 
(lands the comparifon ? That inftant whiclh 
for ever extinguiftxes the pleafures of the 
wioked, fees the happinefs of the righteous 
only in its commencement. Before the 
righteous eternity fprcads abroad its im- 
meafurable, and inconceivable extent ; and 

fliews 



jthews' him- tliat; extfent filled wilft blefle^ 
^ jiefs, filled with bleflednefs for him. He 
can die no more j^ for he is become likfe ' 
unto the angels: and is of the children of 
God, being of the children of the refurrec- 
tfon. He looks forward, let it riot be faid 
with^hope, for hope is fvfrallowed up id 
certainty ; he looks forward with aflurancc 
incapable of difappointment or diminution 
to unutterable and progreflive blifs, in the 
prefence of Chrift, befdre the throne of 
God, throughout ages beyond ages, for 
evermore, world without end. > 

Religion then, we may affirm, jpurfues, 
like wifdom,objeds the attainment of which 
may be fecured -.like wifdom, lets tier af- 
fections upob thofe things which- in their 
nature are the moft Excellent : like wifdom, 
choofcs for her pohion thbfe acquifitioiis, 
which in the pblTeBGon are accompanied 
with the highefi delight; like wifdbnS; 
fieadily feeks after effediual remedies for 
evils, aftual or probable ; like wifdom^. 
fixes her eye ftedfaftly on that happihefs 
which is, in the fulled fenfe of the term, . 
durable. Is not this to fay that wifdbfn 
dnd religion are the fame ? Is not this to 
^pronpunce that religion is the perfection 
^pf v'ifdom? Is not this to affirm that 
U 3 wicked- 
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Iftickedtiefs is follj ; the extreme ztki the 
confamtnation of folly ; that it is folly-fi) 
extravagant and enormous, that (hrery 
other example or kind of fooliihnefe de« 
fcrvcs, when compared with fin, to be de* 
nominated wifdom ? Are not your thoughts 
now ready to break forth in the language 
6f Holy Writ. The fear of the Lord:, that 
is wifdom : and to depart from evil is un* 
derfanding : It is tie fool that maketb a mock 
at fin : the fool^ Lord^ Jhall not Jiand in 
tbjftgbt (>) ? Is this the language of your 
hearts ? See then that ye walk circumfpeSlyi 
not as foolxy hut as wife (jT). You know 
the fountain of wifdom. Ghrift is not only 
tjie power of God, but the wifdom of God : 
\and of God he is made unto us wifdom r^ 
lefs than righteoufnefs and fandificatioh 
and redemption (^). How is wifdom to 
be obtained ? If any of you lack wifdom^ lit 
iim afi of God ^ who givetb unto all men li-^ 
berally and upbraidetb not ; and it Jhall h 
given him {b). How will God beflow the 
gift? By the infpiration of his Spirit, the 
Spirit ofCbriJ, the Spirit of wifdom. What 
is the defcription which the fpirit of wit 
4om has delivered of wifdom : not of the 

(#) Prov. it. 10. XIV. 9. Job, ntVm. 28. I*f. r. 5. 
(/) Eph, V. 15. {g) I Con i. 24. 30. (*) James, i. $. 

^'^'■•■^^ -10 ^ ■ wif. 



wu^ Q94i; k^% oi the .vi^JLdom .which 

fim^f^^w^: uj^fi pur A : then peaceable^ gen^^ 

tjk% ^tnd- Mfy^ iq. ie entreated ; fuU of merc^ 

4fn<^^\g^(Ki I fruits i without parti(ilityy an4 

with$jut hypQcrify (i^* ■ It is pure : it is holy 

^od ^ivdefiJed ^-Jt kads the heart to devote; 

iij^^li ta,God} it iialipires abhorrence evea 

^ tW^ppe^raace of .^vil. I^t is peaceable : 

it (kudies thoie. things which make for 

-p#ace» ftnd.^thiags whpreby one may edify 

a^Q)^^ lit 49., gentle:^ it is averfe either 

to>gijfe ox ta take oi£^ce \ it d^als qo \x^ 

xQ^il^ ceu^i^; it vents no harih .Un* 

gy^ge^i it 4bQui3d$. in- humility, meeknefsi 

'forboawnce^ and charity. It is eafy to be 

eutjfeatpd ; .it lends, a willing ear to lenieqt 

<:oi|iifel;;v i^ cheerfully forgive^ a brotbl3[C 

eye^ yntil f^yenty times feven^ It is fyll 

c^;^mercy : it is'^adively and invariigtbly 

cteii4er9 compaifionate, and kind ; breathing 

lave for all ^len^ and feeking the welfajre 

.^f all men., It is^ full of good fruits: it 

^ honours ciiot God with the lips only: it 

.iays'^not to the naked and hungry, Depart ^ 

Jb^ yc^ Inarmed and filled ; and yet giws them 

UPtjhofe^ things which are needful ; but it 

X'9i. U4 -] proves 



p«5V€d>^?ts' fartli Wy rightcioife Mbfeedi^fef^ 
fHe^s^itfeff by 5t8 woris in igockHtfe ^^ 
coinrerfation. It is wirtife^ i^rtiBRif^^'W^ 
dra>*rs ito needlcfs or tinwanSntabte dlft^^ 
tidhs between man arid man; itrcriSdd^t'^ 
equal juftice to alVand difWbutcs kiiidifcft 
iff pTOpottion to the tinited claims df'Sa^i: • 
ceffitysmd'defcrt. It is without hypbcrHy t; 
it iflumes no delufire exterior ; it i^i ftg^- 
falS: obferver of truth; it will {\i\kctk^ i8' 
any lofs, any fcorn, rather than efcJapfeHlieiit - 
by having recourfe to the crooked matrage-*^ 
ment wliJch is the policy and tiie prrMrbf^ 
the cTiildreii' of this* world. ' Soch' 2^V'0-^ 
- cliara^lers by which the Holy Ghofh !h«[ 
diftinguifhed heavenly ^ifdorfi J tbatV^' 
dorh' whicfi cbmfes dowri hom^^ik'iktHf' 
that v^fdoni which points* to hcaViri^^' 
that wifdofti which makes wiffe" unto hU 
vStidn "through fdth in (ghrift Jefus; that 
wifdom for \^ant of which the fooi'dletll ; 
eveti death eternaL HaVe you this" wif-;'^ 
dotii? If you have it not, you have ^ti^ 
thing. H^d you all the abilities, all the? - 
learning, all the riches, all the gfandeur,-^^ 
which mortality can attain; and had nbtf- 
this wifdoni J "you would have nothingp- 
Wifdorn^ faith our Lord, is jujtijied ojTffei^^ 
children. Ate you the children of l^ifdom' J^^ 



l^a^roUi^pme her .above aUthkgsM^ayoUr^ 
j^Bilk b^ jh(er roles ? Do y oii Ae w ^foith i»e9/ >" 
fruits? Do y 914 labour ibr her rewaFd^l-, 
Do y^(f maii>taifi'-h6reaiife?'Do you ior 
vite, others to hct l^ciiik^iOive Me^t^mkr^ . 
fiandmg^ exdaims. BaVid^ and IJhaU ie^p 
thyy^kM^yyea^ I JhaU obferve it with mf 
wbfik bMiPt. Under whatever poiocs of 
vi©# your^iionfider tlje fubjc£t| the refok is 
fmlfomly this: that t<i fear God and ickufi 
his. xommattdpients is 4hc whole iwifdonF atf 
weU as thfitrwhofe. duty cfman. JLet^us iil*» . 
bour,chei)f my. -brethren, by fenrcnt fiip- 
plic^tipi^, 4£i»diraw down upoi^ buifelv^ thit 
bU:ffing. fteint '4boye» Xct us befecch the 
only ^ife. GtKi to renew. a right fpirit ' 
within 099 that we may fori&ke the fooliih 
and llyc; that we may go vx the way* of 
Uft4eriiaftding, and find it a vrelUfpring of 
life*. „ Whilp weperceive that wifdom aii4 
true.rieli^n are the fame, let Us pray t^ 
He ?aay grant us underftanding to difccrU, 
that jhere is a religion which is not wit; 
dpm^ but folly : a religion of form^ and de<- 
corum ; a., religion of felf-juftifying mo* 
rality I a. religion of the head|i not of the 
heart.. Let us intreat him. to teach us^S to 
nun^er. our days y that we may apply our 
bcarls^anta wifdom; to enforce upon us not 
rr- only 
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only, the ioexpreffible importaocejaf woric;^ 
i&g^OBt 4Pi» ii^ lvsKion'tfaTDugh |hf gia ce^ 
kit Son Jefus, but.t|^ iJii^rtoefs of;the time 
dtiriag which wc^^^v^.io/yrorkf M^^ 1^% 
iaftrtt£b us habit«aUjf1oi bear in mied >l»w 
i^edily the tonged Jifep^vnll hav^ psJSsd 
aiwJky ; and how un()Mr^tl it i&^ ixptrn^erf )]r 
whether we Audi be preferred lioeUdi length 
of days, but whether iuiother year^ another 
aptfkthy or even another hour, may ncit 
ka^e ended our exiftence upon etrtkn May 
Hfe'canfdl^ us to be toiifeti ta.ferious and 
d«qp reflediion by the frequent examples 
which 'He difplaya of the preeaeioufnefs of 
fif^. ' Mby He 6aufe thofi^^-wiioare in tlie 
vigour of health ^ever to remember thai 
ftreAgth rears notevea a nuwientary^liuie- 
WtaHsratgamft death : and thdfe tvho ar^ of 
a-f<DiM«fria«ie, daily to eonfuler how fligirt 
a>lMu¥ier is interpofed between tbem and 
di^Idtnon. O that mem were wife; fiat 
^k^ underftpod this ; ibMt thiy would ctm^ 
^det their latter end !( 






y^'} 
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I Sam. xUi. 13. 

And Sarkuel fatd to Saul; ** 3l&o// haji dmt 
^^ fooUfhly : thou bajt not kept the com^ 
^' mandment oftbt Lord'' 

\X7HEN the children of Ifrae^, diflatif* 
ficd with their fituation under the 
immediate fbvereignty of the. Moft High^ 
perfifted in requiring to be governed, like 
the neighbouring nations, by a king % Saul, & 
young man of the tribe of Benjamin, was tht 
perfon whom God placed upon the throne. 
We perhaps, had we poflTeffed no ulterior 
information, might have been difpofed to 
expeft that, when the Searcher of hearts 
caft his eye over the twelve tribes in queft 
of a man whom he might appoint to be 
ruler over his people j He would feleft 

one 
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one confpicuous for piet^r, and prepared 

which his exaltation would be attended. 
Yet why ftiQuld 5«fe have cxpeflcd fuch iai 
choice? ' Is It the eftablidied order of Pro- 
vidence that piety (hoiild be recompenfed 
by-tSleyAtion to cKJgnity and powiir ? * "Are 
the rulers of the earth, whether in Pagaa 
or in Chriftian lands, whether God raifes 
jtheni to empire by the fettled coorfe of 
fucceffion, or by the ftorms pf warfare and 
revolutions, ufually eminent for religion 
beyond the mafe of their fubjeds ? Wa^ 
it to be prefiamed th^t when He ga<>e' to 
his people a kijig i^ His ang^r (^), aQ His 
anger at their rebellious rejedion of His 
own reg^l fway, the individual fingled diil 
Ihould. be one whofe excellence might lull 
fhem" into, forgetfulnefs of their crimed 
father than one who through mifconduat 
flowing from wilful peryerfenefs of cha- 
ra<Sler might be the inftrument of con* 
vincirig them of their guilt, and of the pfe-r 
eminent diftin£tion and peculiar happineis 
which they had renounced ? The thoughts 
of the Moft High' are not as our thoughts* 
He knows by what governor, in any par? 

/. : ^» (tf) Hofca, xiii. u. 

' v- " J 3 ticular 
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ticular nation and at arxy particular Xvsst^ ' 
His own, fecret and righteous puqprpfc^ 
vyhether of mercy or of vengeance, will h% 
moft efficacioufly promoted. He kiiew 
what king was moft fitting for the IfrapU 
ites '. and that king he gave to them^ 

I purpofeto lay before you the leading 
circumftances in the condudt of Saul: and 
afterwards to deduce, for your edification, 
fome of the 'inferences which they. fug- 
ged- ' . 

I. In the early behaviour of Saul, after 
the period when he is introduced in the 
Scriptures to our notice, there is much to 
'.prepoflefs us in his favour. When he i$ 
ftddreffed by Samuel as the perfon , or 
whom the defire of Ifrael (hould fpeedily 
be fixed; his reply bears ftrong indications 
of modefty. The fame modefty is after- 
wards ^difplayed, when he hides hjmfelf 
amoftg, the furniture of the tents from-th^ 
cli^oice and admiration of the people. When, 
by the cafting of the lots before God, \f^ 
appointment to the throne has been an** 
nounced to the aflembled tribes of Ifrael ; 
he unoftentatioufly returns to his;£atherV 
houfe, and difdains not to occupy himfelf 
as heretofore in the fuperintendence of the 

, . ". , flocks 
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iocte und herds. Whtn ibt tBSiiA^ ^ 
B&fiafj wicked and rebellious iften, cofe* 
tetaiptuoufly demand ; jH&w ^alf tbismM 
five us ? and defpife him and ofFer to Htft 
tto prefents, no teftimonics of the refpc(ft 
due to the delegate of Heaven : he fuftains 
. the infult with patience ; he holds bis peace. 
When the reft of the people, wanned ill 
their attachment to their new monarch By , 
his vidlory oyer the Ammonites, exclaim. 
Who is he that/aid^ Shall Saul reign over mf 
Bring the men^ that, we may put them to 
death: he ftrcnuoufly interpofes to fare 
the offenders ; and interpofes, apparently, 
from motives of reverence and gratitude 
to God. ^here Jhall not a man be pat h 
death this day : for to-day the Lord bath 
^Drought falvation in Jfrael. 

The fruit, however, correfponds little 
with the bloflbm. The impreffions pro- 
duced by early fymptoms of moderation 
and of refpe£k for his fovereign Benefa^ot 
are foon to be effaced. The hour of feriouJ 
trial comes on. A vaft army of Philiftidei 
invades the land. The inhabitants conceal 
themfelves from the enemy in caves, in 
thickets, and among the rocks. Saul with 
difficulty affembles a fcanty body of troops 
almoft deftitutc of weapons of war* He 

has 



Ims beea direded not to macch townrds tbe 
iavaders until a folentn facrifipe unto God 
ihall have been celebrated in the camp by 
Samuel, who has previoufly fixed fevcn 
days as the period within which he ihaU 
arrive {b). For the purpofe, as we may 
conclude, of exercifing and putting to 
proof the faith of Saul^ the approach of 
Samuel is delayed^ The feventh day is 
pafi; and Samuel appears not. The fcd"*- 
diera of Saul, weary and difpirited, melt 
away* What meafure (hall the king 
adopt? Shall he llften to the voice of 
duty, which commands him to wait with 
patience for the arrival of Samuel, to whom 
k belongs to offer the facrifice ; and in 
|HOUs confidence to leave the event to God I 
Or ihall he liflen to political expediency, 
which tells him that be has tarried /even 
dayi^ according to the fet time that Samuel 
appointed {c) : that the abfence of the- pro- 
phet beyond the appointed time will be a 
fufficient apology, though he fliould per- 
form the facrifice himfelf: and counfels 
fiim to perform it immediately, left the 
forces which yet remain ihould defert 
him ? Saul, impatient and weak in ^itb^ 

{b) See ch, x. 7, 8. (r). CJj, xiii. 8. . 

fnatches 



fitflctcho at the fecming adYamjqgerafrfft^ 
moment: and (hrink^ not from purehafii^ 
it at the price of difobedience. He lall^ 
for bumt-*oflrerings and peace-ofieridg^. 
Scarcely has he made an end of ofieri^g 
the bumt-ofFering, when Samuel anins. 
Saul endeavours partly to extenuate, puttjr 
to vindicate his cohdu£t ; pleads the critktl 
emergency ; and talks of having relu^bmdy 
forced himfelf to undertake the facrifiitt* 
The prophet at once cuts off all excufesv'tijr 
a declaration, to the truth of which titis 
underftanding, and the confcicnce cf ; ftie 
king bpar witnefs : Tbou bq/i donejfholi/blf: 
thou bajl not kept the commandment^^ tik 
luord' thy God^ which he commanded ik^ 
And he proceeds to inform the difobecU^tlC 
^monarch, that had he been faithful tidder 
this trial of humility, his kingdom fhould 
have been for ever eftabliflied by the Moft 
High ; but that now the Lord has fought 
cut a man after his own heart, .and oii> 
Gained him to be captain over his p€k)j^, 
iecaufe tbou^ O Saul, bq/i not kept that wbhh 
the Lord commanded thee. Thou bajt dofie 
foQltJhly : thou haji not kept the command^tM 
((f the Lord thy God. *p 

In the next memorable circumftapce te 
the condu^ of Saul, the folhy^f fiji-J* 
c-:^. egtempIiEed 



^^Rsifdifiedilyf an ihftaace of extreas^ra^* 
«j^M^ Af)d violence. <jod; by; a mimcalous 
Jl3tteFp0fiti0li of bbpo WW , overthrows bB- 
Jbre-JiMatban the hoift of the Philiftinei. 
HSauI; breathing vengeance againft theiti, 
and apprehenfive that^ if the IfVaelites fhall 
'^auie to take the fmalleft refre(hmeilt, an 
^'additional number may tfckipt^ \^raitfy 
iihtirl^Ms the people wilh an oath, Cuffed he tbe 
man that eatetb any food nnlil evening ; tbdt 
'/may Be avenged on mine enemiet. What 
are the confequences of this adjuration ? 
Ift the firft place the Ifraelites are diftreflfed 
-wkh extreme faintnefs through want of 
^iUftenance : and the flaughter of the PHU 
iiftuie$ proves far lefs extenfive than it 
jQnight have been had their purfuers been 
allpwcid to refreih themfelves, although in 
!t)ie fnoft hafty manner, with the honey, 
jfrl^ich jthey found in great abundance ill 
f^\ iHFOod, through which they pafled* fn. 
iS^t tnext place, Saul brings a curfe u^m 
tl^ bead of his own fon« Jonathan, n6C 
^l^tmg been prefent when his £sither bcasnd 
K^l'the peopkLby oath to abiiidn during thfc 
H9k^% f& ^^ day &oa# food ; ^ts a fmatt 
t^uantity of honey in the wodd. v^Thedtity 
1^ ^ii^b^ual ctrcumfpedion zx!ui\xk^4x44ed-- 
i^-J^^M^^ fin^ are.not fidooir-iinlS^ 
b'>f^9fcf;»* 3: cated 
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cated in Holy Writ by the tempdral cpn- 
fequences annexed even to fins of iaad- 
vertence. So facred is the obligation of 
an oath impofed lawfully, however raflily, 
by the fovcreign authority^ that the breach 
of it by Jonathan, though arifing not from 
wilful difregard, bilt from unfufpicious ig- 
norance, entails upon the people marks of 
the divine difpleafure. The Supreme Being, 
when Saul afks counfel of Him whether 
the purfuit of the Philiftines fhall be con- 
tinued, returns not an anfwer. The king 
is inftantly aware that the oath which he 
impofed on the whole army has been 
broken : and pronounces that the offender, 
even if that offender be his own fon Jpna- 
^ than, has forfeited his life. After public, 
fupplication to God, the lot is caft fo^ the 
difcovery of the tranfgreffor. It falls^ oa 
Jonathan. His father condemns him to 
death : God do fo^ and more alfo : for thou 
jhalt furely dk^ Jonathan. The people, 
however, will not endure the execution; pf 
the fentence. Jonathan led them on ty tbi? 
viSory which has juft been atchieved^ 
Shall Jonathan die^ they exclaim, who has 
wrought this gf eat falvat ion in I/rael? As tb^ 
Lord liveth^ there Jhall not one hair of hit 
bead fall tQ the ground :for he hath wrought 

. with 
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wtth^God this day. So they refcue him, ■ 
that he dies not. • Let it be obferved that 
the guilt of Saul, with refpe£t to this 
tranfadlion, is not confined to the blind 
fury, which impelled him to impofe the 
oath on the people. If the crime of Jo-- 
nathan was one which the king had au^ 
thority to pardon ; why was he fo obfti- 
nately barbarous as to condemn 4iis fon? 
But if, in his apprehenfion, divine juftice* 
indifpenfably required the life of the of- 
fender: why did not Saul at all perfonal 
hazards adopt fuitable meafures afterwards 
for carrying the' irrevocable fentence 
into effea ? 

Though Saul by his difobedience re- 
fpefting the facrifice has incurred the for- 
feiture of the kingdom; yet God, ever 
merciful and long-fi^fFering, . forbears to 
commiffibn Samuel to anoint a fucceflbr to 
the throne : and is willing to grant to the 
unworthy prince an opp^ortunity of rein*- 
ftating himfelf in the divine favour. When 
the children of Ifrael w^ere coming up from 
Egypt, the Amalekites, though defcended 
from J^faij the brother of Jacob, laid wait 
to deftrby them in their march. In con- 
fequence of this unprovoked and unnatural 
Koftility, the Lord God, after difcomfiting 
X2 the 
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the Amalekitea before his people, as thr 
event is recorded ittthe fcveateenth chi^cr 
of iExodus, iflues the following injunfti^ 
to Mofes : Write this for a memorial in a 
beoky and rebearfe\it in the ears of Jojbua;. 
I will utterly put out the remembrance of 
Amalekfrom under heaven. The Lord hath 
Jworn^ that the Lord will have war wiik 
Jtmalek from generation to generation.^ la 
the twenty-fourth chapter of Numbers, God 
repeats by the mouth of Baahm his de- 
termined purpofe : Amakk was. the Jirft of 
the nations : but his latter end JhaU be^ that 
be perijh for ever. In th^ twenty-fifth 
chapter of the book of Deuteuonomy^ 
God delivers ^ this exprefs command to 
Ifrael : Remember what Amalek did unto 
thee by the way^ when ye were come Jbrtb 
out of Egypt : how he met thee by the way^ 
andfmote the hindmojl of thee^ even all that 
' were feeble behind thse^ when thou waft faint 
and weary : and he feared not God. TTberc^ 
fi)re itjhall be^ when the Lord thy God bath 
given thee reft from all thine enemies raund 
abxjut in the land which the Lord thy G^d 
giveth thee for an inheritance to pojfefs Hi 
that thou J^alt blot ^ut the remembrance ^ 
Amalek from under heaven. Samuel^ hy 
the direction of the Moll High^ now com- 
mands 
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ttwinds Saul to execute the Icmg predid^ 
vengeance* Having folemnly reminded 
him of his univerfal obligation to hearkeii 
to the voice of the Lord, who had exalted 
iiim from obfcurity to the throne ; th^ 
l^rophet in the name of Jehovah declares, 
that the original crime of Amalefc was 
prefent in the divine remembrance ; and 
orders him to go and fmite the Jinntrs the 
Amalefdtes^ men, wbmen^ and children*: 
and utterly to deftroy every thing belongs 
ing to them, whether qx or flieep^ camd 
or afs. Saul aflembles his armies, and e^- 
terminates the Amalekites j with the eit- 
iception, however, of their king Agag, 
whom, for the purpofe of exhibiting hiik 
in triumph through the land of Ifrael, dr 
from fome other worldly motive, he pr4- 
fumes to refcrve alive^ Nor was this 
tranfgrelRon the extent ofhisdifebediente* 
^nul and the peofie /pared the left of the 
Jheep and of the oxen and of the failings 
And of the lambs ^ and all that was goody and 
would not utterly dejlroy them : but eiDery^ 
thing that was vile and refufe^ that they de^ 
Jlroyed utterly. The' ungrateful ^ monarch, 
ilubborn in rebellion againft the will of 
|iis heaveiily Bcnefaftor, is now deeifively 
.1 ^ '. ;;. ^ . X3 informed 
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informed that God has rcjedcd him {d\ 
At firft, witli daring falfehood he ftea^dily 
avers to Samuel, that he has obeyed the 
commandment of the Lord. Then, he 
.charges the difobedience upon the people: 
then pretends that the fheep and oxfen have 
been laved for the purpoies of facrifice. 
Driven from evafion to evafion, he can no 
longer diflemble his guilt : but is con- 
rftrained.to confefs that he has flown upon 
the fpOil, that he has feared the people 
ittftead of God, that he has obeyed their 
^voice inftead of the voice of God. .The 
, extreme folicitude with which, afteir this 
confeffion, he importunes Samuel to turn 
.with him and honour him before .the el- 
\4ers of the people, dembnftrates -that die 
,refpe£t of men is ftill the darling obj«<a of 
his heart. To the condu£t of Saul 
throughout the whole of thia tranfaflion 
can a name more appropriate than folly 
be afcribed ? Can any fadt be afcertained 
rmore clearly than the identity of folly 
and fm ? - 

. Saul is now an outcaft from the divine 

.favour. He is permitted to retain the 

kingdom during his life : but judgement 

[d) See alfo i S^m. xxviii. i8. 

in 
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in' its^ rnqft 'terrible form delays not to 
cvertkke him. . The Spirit of the Lord de^ 
parts from him. The fupport of divine 
grace is in a great meafure withdrawn ; 
and in a proportion precifely correfponding 
he is judicially abandoned to his natural 
depravity. In proportion too as he has 
removed himfelf from the guidance of the 
Moft High, he falls under an oppofite 
control. From time to time an evil fpirit 
from the Lord^ an evil fpirit exercifmg its 
malignity under the permiflion of Almighty 
(Godi troubles him. You wonder not, un- 
der thefe circumftances, to behold the re^ 
mainder, of ^is days darkened with calami- 
ties and crimes. ' You wonder not to fee 
him purfuing year after year the life of 
David ; aiming his javelin at the heart of 
his own fon Jonathan ; maflacring the 
priefts of the Moft High with their wives 
and children ; prying into his own deftruc- 
tion by confulting a woman wuth a fa- 
miliar fpirit : and clofmg a long period of 
private and public mifery by an attempt at 
felf-murder ; and finally by imploring and 
receiving death from the hand of an Ama- 
lekite, a furviving fugitive of that nation, 
with refpedt 10 which he had difobeyed 
the probationary mandate of his God. 

X4 How 



. Jipw {hall the Ufe of Saul 1^ fu^mi^^ 
(Jefcrihed ? / ^ave fti^nc4t J bav^ ploj^ 
^ffo^i: I have erred exceedingly. Who% 
ai^e thefe words ? The words of Saul hUfte' 
jelf in his latter 4^78- I^o you reqttftfr 
ftronger teftitnpny to the identity of foMy 

arid fin ? • • r 

«. ■» 

II. From the foregoing hiftory fcycTRl 
^portant obfervations may be derived. 

We learn, in the firft placcj not to re^ 
pofe blind and premature cQufidenqf; 0a 
fome few promifing appearances %§;.f^, 
piety* Let everyj fymptpm favourable td| 
the fuppofition that religion is the rnliog 
principle in the charader pt another 4^ 
cordially welcomed, and jvidicioufly fii- 
couraged. But remember the differei^e 
between the firft tranfadions in the public 
life of Saul, and the general tenor of bif 
fubfequent proQ^dings : and learn to gxi^4 
jour willing hopeflcfi-om degenerating inio 
fanguine credulit^f-fx.^jJConceive not that a^ 
amiable deportment, accompanied eve^ 
with ftrong inftan(;§S'Of modefty and for-* 
bear^nce, ihftances whi<:h may originate ia 
natural feeling rather than in a defire ^^. 
|>leafing God, are deitionftrations- tha«:thlB{ 
:iL6art is religious* Conceive ^aot tla^tf : cj*^ 
^^^o.--;,^ '' amples 
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^plea of rdigtous cohfideration ohlome 
paitiplilar opcafiqns arc proofs that WtHgldii 
ill firmly and durably eftablifhed in tbit 
bofbin. Gold is not known to be g^ntiihe^ 
ilfttil it has ftopd the tpft pf 6re. The 
crop is not estimated by the blade, but by 
the'haryeft. Wait until religion has for 
fome time been tried by the temptations of 
Kfei before you pronoupce on its reality* 
Wait until faith has inanifefted itfelf in a 
fteady courfe of good works, before you 
affirm yourfelf certain that it is finceire. 
Wait until the man has habitually (hewft 
himfelf difpofed td facrifice intereft airid 
pleafure, evil tetnpers and evil praftices, 
for the fake of Chrift, before you decidfedfy 
aver him to be a fervant of Chrift, Che- 
rilh, in judging of others, the warmth and 
the l^ndernefs of Chriftian charity : but 
recplleQ; that Chriftian charity requires 
not thai you caft away caution, and dif- 
rcgarj^ the inftruaipp of experience, 
^bove all things, b^i|K of being deluded 
by the contemplation of fcattered tokens 
in yo^r own condufl: of love to God into 
a confident opinion refpeding yourfeU 
Your trials as yet may have been flights 
Others far more formidable may be oa 
fheir way, may be at haqd« Let bim that 
'' v: tbinketb 
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tbinkttb he Jlandetb^ take heed leji be fall^ 
Be hpmbJe ; be watchful ; {hun temptation ; 
relift .temptation.; In the midft of your 
moft. earned exertions look for fuccefs 
.wholly through fupplication for the grace 
w^icl^ is in Chrift Jefus. 

Confider in tl^ next p^ce the. guilt of 
impatiently endeavouring to attaia a pre* 
fent good by departing from the way of 
jGod's commandments. The Deity would 
not accept a burnt-ofFering from Saul^ when 
prefented in a manner contrary to his ap- 
pointment. Every thing which is not con- 
ibrjnable to his revealed will is evil. Are 
you involved \ci diflBcuUy or trouble ? Are 
jiOn perfuaded not- only that you could 
e?ctricate yourfelf, but that you could ac- 
compliih fome purpofe good in itfelf and 
-highly defirable, by departing only as it 
were a hair's breadth from the divine law ? 
Do it not. To.i/^ evil that good may come is 
declared by St. V^^ to be an utterly un- 
chriftian dodtrine*^:.tfOok back on the diC- 
obedient king of Ifrael. Remember that 
your Lord is putting you to trial. He is 
proving your patience, your fubmiffion, 
ypur faith. What if thou feemeft to thy- 
felf tp difcern a fhorter.way to deliverance 
than that which He has prefcribed ? Keep 
v.:/ ; thy 
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thy foot from it. It is the path of folly : 
it is the path of fin : it leads 10 deftrudion. 
.Abide thou in the track of righteoufnefs. 
This is the way. Walk thou in it. Turn 
not afide to the right hand. or to the left. 
Abide thou in the track of righteoufoefs : 
wait thou the time of the Moft High : 
and in. his own time and by the track of 
righteoufnefs the Moft High Ihall guide 
thee to peace and to f^Ivation. 

Behold, thirdly, the guilt of rafti refolu- 
tions'and vows. In concerns of import- 
ance, that which is refolved haftily, is com- 
monly refolved foolifhly. But whenever, 
like Saul, a perfon forms a determination, 
or fetters himfelf by an engagement, under 
the precipitate impulfe of paffion : feldom 
ihall a confiderable time elapfe before he 
perceives reafon for deep and lafting re- 
gret. He fhall find himfelf pledged to a 
line of conduct which will entaiJ upon him 
many an hour of forrow. Or he fhall dif- 
cover that his promife .cannot be carried 
into efFed without fin : and either fliall add 
to his offence by performing it ; or by con- 
fcientioufly declining to fulfil it, fhall excite 
clamour, fufpicion, hatred, and fcorn. Oc 
he fhall be tormented by doubts whether 
his refolution was juftifiablc or unwarrant- 
able: 
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i^le: and hampered by fcrupfea and titi- 
certainty as to the meafures to be puHkcd. 
Would you determine wifely ? Would you 
ie6 the path of duty diftindtly ? Would 
you maintain peace of mind and a tratir 
quil confcience ? Refolve with deliberation, 
Ponder all your plans, fix all your pur- 
Ipofcs, with a cautious regard to the cofriT 
ir^andments of God ; and bind not yourfelf 
to/'any ftep of importance, until ypu have 
reverently and impartially examined, aor 
cording to the degree of attention required 
by the nature of thie cafe, whether you are 
not plunging yourfelf into temptation Or 
entangling yourfelf in tranfgreffion. 

Fourthly, mark the heinoufnefs of fear-. 
jng man rather than God. What fin ^ 
more general ? What fin is more confpi- 
cooufly arrayed in the attributes of felly ? 
How frequently do men knowingly der 
viate from the line of fincerity. or partici- 
pate in fome deed of wickedqefs, left they 
fhould give offence to a perfon from whoni 
they have expeditions. How often do 
they yield to intemperance, to e^^trava^ 
gance, to diflipation, to fafhionable follie^j 
or fafhionable crimes, left they fliould be 
ridiculed by their companions, or lofe in 
the opinion of the neighbourhood, fomc 
13 por- 
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pprtipn of modifh repute ! Dujl of heariiiig 
to the voice of their Qod, with how quick 
aa ear do they catch the rumour of coa« 
tf mpt ! Purblind to the injundtions of thcur 
Saviour, with how fijfpicious an eye do 
tb^y loolr around for the glance of derifipn ! 
How often do they remain filent, when 
they ought to bear their teftimony againft 
unrighteoufnefs ! How often, when reli- 
gion is fneered at or mifreprefented, do 
they flirink through falfe (hame and carnal 
fear from fpeaking the truth in. its vindi- 
cation ! Remember the guilt of Saul : tremA 
ble to imitate it. Who art thou that art 
afraid of a man that Jhall die^ and of the 
Son of man which Jhall be made as grafs : 
and forgettejl the Lord thy Maker? Let 
the Lord be your fear ; let Him be your 
dread* Fear Him who can caft both body 
and foul into hell. Fear Him who has 
declared that, unlefs you confefs Him upoa 
earth. He will not confefs you at the day 
of judgement. Fear Him who has fore* 
Warned you that, unlefs you are ftedfeftly 
willing to renounce and comparatively to 
hate all things for his fake; yoii cannot 
be his difciple, you cannot be wafhed ia 
his atonipg blood. 

- ' Laftly: 
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Laftly: let the example of Saul admcv 
ni(h you to frequent meditation on the 
confequences of difobeying God. THou 
fhalt know^ like that unhappy king, that 
in every refped thou haft done fooliftily, 
whenever thou haft not kept the command- 
ment of the Lord. Thy worldly projeds 
which thou hopeft to forward by tranf- 
greffing the rule of duty, fhall by that very 
ftep be defeated.. Or if for a time they 
appear to have been promoted by thy fin ; 
ere long thou (halt find* that they have 
been promoted to thy forrow and confu- 
fion. In difappointment and in fuccefs 
thou (halt equally reap thy punifhment. 
But are thefe the heavieft efFefts of obfti- 
nacy in tranfgreflion ? Prepare thyfelf for 
feverer judgements. . Prepare thyfelf for* 
the moft dreadful of the tokens of divine 
indignation. Prepare thyfelf for the de- 
parture of the Holy Spirit of God. Shall 
the heart harden itfelf againft Jehovah ; 
and fhall he not abandon it to itfelf? When 
the Pharifees refufed to liften to the Son 
of God ; he direded his inftrudion to the 
publicans. When his countrymen at Na- 
zareth perfifted in unbelief; he no longer 
wafted his miracles upon them. When the 
Jews at Antioch rejeded the preaching of 

7 St. 
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St, Paul ; the Apoftle turned, under the. 
guidaiice of the Holy Ghoft, to the Gen^ 
tiles. Behold in thefe examples, the efta- 
hlilhed courfe of the divine counfels. 
Grace, jiegleded and abufed, is with- 
drawn. If God fhall withdraw his grace 
from thee ; thou fhalt become, like Saul, 
the fervant of another matter. An evil 
fpirit, that evil fpirit who is the author of 
fm and mifery, (hall feize thee as his prey. 
Then who (hall break thy chains ? Enflaved 
to Satan, thou fhalt perform his pleafure 
here : thou (halt fulfil his work, adding 
iniquity to iniquity : and into his kingdom 
fhall geath remove thee, there with him 
to be torniented for ever and ever. 

My brethren ; knowing the terror of the 
Lord^ we ^perfuade men. Refled: and be 
perfuaded. Grieve not the Holy Spirit of 
God. Forget not the bleflings of redgjup- 
tion. Glorious as was the earthly domi- 
nion to which Saul was exalted j how 
faintly does it fhadow put the kingdom 
which the Lord of glory has purchafe4 
for you ! Be faithful unto deatb^ that he 
m^j giv^ jou th^ crown oflife^ 
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SERMON XVI. 

Ott religious Comfort. 



Isaiah, xI. i.. 



Comfort ye ^ comfort ye ^ my people, fcatb ytter 
' God. , * 

TT is thus that the prophet Ifaiah aii^ 
• nounces the Gofpet to the people *of 
IfraeU To his evangelical eye, enHghtened 
by the fpirit of Jehovah, futurity becomcii 
prefent. Through the obfcurity. of remote 
ages he beholds the fun of righteoufheft 
glowing with unclouded beams. What he 
beholds he reveals* He avers to the twelve 
tribes thac the word of their God ftaadf 
faft for ever y that at the ^poixtted how, 
however diftant, God will eftabliOi the i»i 
venant made with their forefathers ; that 
He wiH fend the promifed Redeemef , who 
&ali feed his flock- iM a ibepherd, preach^ 
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good tidings unto the meek, bind up the " 
broken-hfearted, prbclate' Tibertjr tt) Ttet 
captive^) and comfort all that mourn. But 
the Oofpcl was not to be good tidings only 
to the pofterity of J^cob. Its confolations 
were to extend, as Ifaiah repeatedly de- 
clares, to the Qentiles, to the utmoft corners 
of the world. In unifon with the decla- 
rations of this eminent Meffenger of God ; 
with the primeval covenant to Abraham, 
that in liis feed all the nations of the earth 
ihould beblelfcd ; and with the cotrefpond- 
log promifes of the Moft High renewed 
from generation to generation, by fucceed*- 
Ing prophets ; is the voice of the Angel, 
vtrho Communicates the birth of Ghrift to 
the fliepherds : Beholdy I bring you good ti^ 
dings of great joy y which Jhall be to all peo** 
pie. Confidering therefore the words of 
th6 text as pertairiing no lefs to ourfelves 
than to the inhabitants of Judea to^whom 
they w^e addreffed ; I would endeavour, 
under the bleffing of God,- to apply them 
16 our immediate inftimilion. 

Comftiri yt^ tmfort ye^ my people^ faith 
your God. 

■ We hpive here from the lips 6f eternal 
twth, thc-affurance of a very great bleffing 
taiollow froag; theprtochingq|jybe Gofpel:j 

b.VpL. II. ^ Y Comfort: 
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Comfort : and a defcrtption of the perfons 
to whom the bleffing belongs ; My.peopU. 
\ propofe in the firft place to (hew wh^t 
the comfort is^ which the gofpel of our 
Lord conyeya to mankind : and afterwards 
to defcribe the perfons, who arc authorifed 
to take that comfort to themfclves, 

I. Whenever we fpeak of comforting 
another, the very expreflion implies . that 
he is in tribulation and diftrefs* Wheo the 
'Gofpel of Chrift is ftated as bringing cofli- 
fprt to men ; the ftatemeat itfelf proves 
t]bat, without the Gofpel of Chrift, the 
condition of men muft be wretch:e4' If 
the Gofpel is to minifter eflfedual conjfprt 
.under that wretch? dnefs, it muft meot . all 
pur wants : it muft lay open a method of 
complete deliverance from the eyiU of 
every kind under which we labour. Ex- 
amine then what is the fituation of 0169, 
of every one of us, by nature : and.fearch 
whether Jefus. Chrift has not provided, for 
us in his unbounded mercy the means of 
being refcued from all the miferies^to wi^iqh 
by nature we are fubjed;. 

What is the fituation in which each of 

lyou finds himfelf, in rconfcquence of /that 

corrupt nature vsrh.ich yau have bgrongl^t 

8 . ... jinto 
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into the world? You difcover tHat from 
-the earlieft period which you can rccoUeCt 
you have been prone to fin. Sin' fliewdd 
fymptoms of its power over you in your 
infancy. As childhood advance, fin map* 
nifefted: itfelf in additional fhapes. Youth 
came attended with new ofieoces. Man- 
hood added ^to the number. You perceive 
the imagination of your heart ftill to be 
evil continually. In word, or in thought^ 
or in: temper, or in conduct, you difcehi 
that you are a perpetual tranfgreflbr :/ dif- 
regarding God/imwilling to obey Him, 
weary of ferving Him, diftruftfiil of his 
Providence, difcontented with his appoint- 
ments} injurious to your neighbour, un- 
kind, unforgiving, full of felfiflinefs, en- 
vious, proud, ambitious. Nor. can you 
prefume to whifper to yourfelf that, when 
you trefpafs againft heaven and before man, 
you do not know that you are offending: 
or that you are conftrained. to offend in 
oppofition to your judgement and choice. 
Whatever plea may be alleged in fpecial 
inftances of ignorance or of furprife ; you 
in general fin againft your knowledge and 
conviction. In aim oft every cafe of fin, 
your confcience either reproaches you at 
•the titrfej or would have reproached you, 
Ya if 
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i£you l^adofOt mlfullyihut yoitr cars, and 
denied yoiurfelfleifure to liften to its wzm^ 
logs. And when you tnnfgrcfs through 
ignorance; are you not ignorant^ becaufe 
you would not labour to obtain inftmdioii i 
EThus you find yoorfelf a fmner ;. a g^e» 
vous finaert; a finner times without num« 
ber^^a fimi^r without excufe.^ Gu\k^i£ 
you dieal fairly with your own bofom^ 
^res yon in the face* Confcience jck^ 
daims that y6u deferve puniihment Mhat 
aiholy Go4 abhors fin: ;that a j aft God 
will, avenge his broken iaw^ and punKh 
finners as. they deferve^ You have (inned : 
the penalty of fin will beexaded. That 
penalty you are unable to diicharge-^ In 
the debtor who owed ten thoufand talenttf, 
abd' pofkCkd not any thing which could 
eontiiUite towards payment, you recognizq 
yourfeif* What amends can you offer tQ 
God even for the fmalleft inftance of fia? 
Gan you undo^ the paft? Even if henc^ 
forth you could wholly abftain from trarif^ 
grefiion, would that abflinence he moi^ 
than your duty ? It could not annihilate 
an-atom of antecedent guilt ; nor turn afide 
a fingle ftroke of the fcourge brandiftied 
evor yoii. Is it not thus under human 
hynl tfa man perpetrates ti murder; doeis 
^'-.w.:^- ■ -■ his 



kis fbrbeirancd from:^ additlmiaT iimrd^irar 
releafe him from th^ fcntchce of the Iftips^ 
incurred by that which he has committed? 
But you diftindly perceive that, even if 
you could have the option of- buying paiv 
don for the paft by future abftinehce from 
firi; you muft defpair of the purchafe'oft 
thofe terms. You are convinced that, if ^rt 
this moment pardon for all the fms of whiphi 
you have been guilty were gratuitdufly be* 
ftowed ; you^ muft expedl, according td 
mournful experience, to fubje£t yourfelf 
afrefh by new offences every year, every 
day, to the indignation and vengeance of 
God; aiid be filled with foreboding terrors 
of punifbment in the world to come. 
Then, with refpc<a to the prefent Hfe ; how 
deftitute of comfort, without the Gofpel, 
is the condition of men ! Man is bbrn to 
froubtt. Dlfeafe^ weaknefs,' and pain, po* 
v^rty, dai^r'^ artd difappofntment, the lofs 
of thofe'^ w'bom vt^e love,- diftrefe by land' 
and by Tea, at home and abroad, thefe arc 
among the natural evils entailed opon man- 
kind. Of the greater part of thefe evils 
you alll muft have experience. Of this bit- 
ter dup you all muft drink.. How grie- 
votls Diuft bi the burden of thefe affliftions, 
if tfrcre be no profpeiSk beyond the graTe 
Y 3 capable 
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capable of afibrding prefent alleviatiQii ? 
JHLow^ wretched- mull be the (ituatioQ cf 
man by nature ; prefent forrow, def|>ond- 
ency as to future happinefs, dread of fu- 
ture punifbment. In the midft of thefe 
zoi&ries the Gofpel addreflcs you. What 
is its voice ? The voice of comfort. What 
k its intelligence? Glad tidings of great 
joy to all people : to all people ; for to all 
it offers comfort ; on all it beftows the 
power of profiting by the good tidlnga! 
which it conveys. It fets before all people 
a Saviour, who died for the iins of the 
whole world : who invites every man to 
come unto him for comfort: who prd- 
mifes to receive all that come unto him'j 
who beftows upon all moral ability to comicl 
unto him that they may have Ufc. "Gome 
" unto me,^ faith your Redeemer, *^and 
" all your maladies fliall be remedied, all 
"your neceffities fhall befupplied. What 
" though you have committed numberlefs 
" fins? I offer to you unlimited pardon. 
" What though the law of God wjiich you 
" have violated, the law to which you can 
" render no fatisfadlion, denounces its curfe 
" upon your head ? Fear not. I have 
" turned the curfe afide from you i- 1 have 
*? borne it myfelf in your behalf* I have 

"fuU 



* ^ifilltd the law : I hive raadefan atane-r 
^ raetit. What though you \»re iramerfeil: 
^ in yreaknefs and corruption j enable to 
"-think any thing good of yourfelf ; un* 
*> able to will or to do ; unable to difcovcr 
^'th^ method of pleafing God j unable to 
•* cbiiiinue in ihe path of righteoufnefe 
•' were you placed in it ? In your weak* 
*^ nefs my ftrength Ihall be made manifeft 
*' and perfe<3:ed. . Your corf'uption I will 
** cleanfe, in the fountain which 1 hav? 
** opened for uneleannefe and fin. By 
^ the . Holy Ghoft the Comforter, whofe 
^/influence is at my difpofal^ I wUl ea- 
" lighten^ your • underftanding and renew 
^* your heart. From Me you fliall learn 
*''.the will of rhy Father : from Me you 
*^ fhall have- grace whereby you may ferve 
** Him acceptably. What though you are 
" fuf rounded by prefent evils ? I am head 
f^.^ver all things. All things (hall work ^ 
** together for good to you in the end. I 
^ Jeadyou to a world where there (hall be 
^ neither pa^ii nor forrow nor death/ 
,": Your friends who fleep in Me fhall God 
-f^- bring with Him.^ Your light afflictions 
*^ which are but for a moment, (hall work 
^*,forryoua far more exceeding and eternal 
ff .weight. of iglory.'- > :. . ' 

:m^' ]• ■ Y4 Are 
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Are noMheie glorious offers? Aie^ot 
thefe promtfes of comfort? Is not the 
glory difplayed to every man ? Is not the 
comfort placed freely within the reach of 
every man? Well may the Gofpel be 
pronounced good tidings of great Joy to aU 
people ! V 

11. But vrill all men attain to the glory ? 
Is the comfort fealed to every man ? The 
Scriptures conftrain us to anfwer, " No/* 
They who at the great day fliall receive 
the fentence, Depart from me^ ye curfedy 
into everlqfting fre^ for ever fall ihort of the 
glory ; have had no effedlual intereft in the 
comfort. To whom then are the glorious 
confolations of the Gofpel to be applied ? 
The Lord God himfelf anfwers the queftion : 
" Comfort ye, comfort ye. My peopk^^ 
My people are the perfons, my people are 
the only perfons, who fhall be admitted into 
My kingdom of glory. My people are the 
perfons. My people are the only perfons, 
to whom during their continuance upon 
earth the comforts of the Gofpel belong. 

Who then are the people of God ? That 
is the momentous queftion. 

To render you at prefent one of the 

people of God is it fufEcient to have been 

IQ baptized 



tmpti^ed into the Chriftiap cburdti ^lirAt 
fufficient fpeculauvel)r to believe the tcutli 
of Chrifliamty ? . Is it fufiicieut to 'aycnfr 
5^iirfelf a Chriftian, and to attend Cferit 
tiftii worfhip ? Is it fufBcient to fed plea- 
fi*re itx difcourfe concerning religion, and 
to be eager in frequenting a multitude of 
religious ordinances ? If no one of tbefe 
partioulaFS is . by itfelf fufficient to prove 
j»QU to belong to the people of God ; aiseall 
oftheni together fufficient ? Turn to the 
Scripturest Propofe your queftion. Who 
ar^e the people of God? Receive the an*^ , 
fwer fjrt)m the Holy Ghoft by the mouth 
of St, John. Behved ! he that doctb good^ 
is 9fGx>d \q\ He, and he only, is one oF 
the people of God, who in heart and life 
is truly a. Chriftian: He, and he only, is 
at pt:efcnt entitled to the comforts of the 
Goipel ; he and he only fhall receive eternal 
cobfo^ation in heaven; who has that ge- 
nuine faith in Chrift which worketh by 
lore ; who demon ft rates that he bclcfngs 
to God by faithful obedience to hia com** 
mandments. 

Beloved 1 b^ that doetk good is-. of God: 
hut be tbat doetb cvU^ bath not feen God; 

40 .^ ^ ,^> underftand$ 
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underdandg not God, belongi^aot tc>'Him«. 
la this the only paflage in whwh St, Johft. 
declares that faithful obedience is. t^e tefi^ 
by which you are to judge, whether;yNCrt< 
arc of the people of God ? Let the Apoftl^ 
reply for himfelf, IJttU children^ iet/m 
man deceive you. He that doetb rigbteQt^^ 
nefs is righteous : be that committetb^Jin U 
of ibe deviL In this tbe cbildren of God 
are manifejled^ and tbe cbildren oftbe'dewU 
wbofoever doetb not rigbteoufnefs is not f^^ 
G4>d. Every one 4bat. doetb rigbteoufne/s h 
born of God. Every one tbat lopetb God 
and his neighbour // born of God. Aud this 
is tbe love ofGod^ that we keep bis command^ 
ments. He tbat keepeth bis commattdm§ntf}^ 
the commandments of Chrift, dwelfeth in 
Him. If any man love the worlds ibe luft- gf 
tbeflejh^and the luji of tbe eyes^ and tbe pride 
oflfe; the love of the Father is not in hifHi. 
If 'we fay tbat we have fellowjloip with Htm^ 
and walk in darknefs ; we lie (^). • But 
perhaps you deeta St John fingular in this 
doctrine. What then faith our Saviouf ? 
If a man love me^ be will keep my words : 
be that loveib me not keepeth not myfayings. 
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St that keepetb my commandmefitl^ he ti is 

tbat loveth fne. Te are myfriends:^ if ye do 

^whatfiever I command yotf. Herein is rny 

Father glorified^ that ye bear much fruit' t 

Jo Jball ye be my difciples [c\ fs not thte 

beloved difciple in complete accordance 

with his Mafter ? But after the afcfenfibti . 

of our Lord do the other Apoftles agriee 

^itb St. John in preaching this doftrine ? 

Hear, in the firft place, St. James. Be ye 

doers of the n^ord^ and not hearers only^ de*^ 

ceiving your own fJves. What doth it pro^ 

ft^ though a man fay her bath faith ^ and have 

not ivorks ? Can faith fave him ? Know^ 

O vain man^ that faith ^without ^oris* is 

dead [d\ Againft whom does St. Jude 

direfk the condemning force of his Epiftle ? 

Againft men polluted by continuance iti 

fln; concerning whom he pronounces 

that, becaufe they walk after their own un^ 

godly lujls^ they have not the Spirit [e). 

How fpeaketh St. Peter ? His Epiftles are 

replete with exhortations to holinefs as in- 

difpenfable to falvation ; and warnings 

againft fin as the forerunner of dcftrudion, 

. He defcribes Chriftians as ^ippointtd through 

(r) John, XIV. 21. 23* 24. xy. 14. 9, ' {d) James, 
i. 22. ii, 14.20. (^) Jude, i8; 19, 

fanElification 
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/anffification of the Spirit unto oht&knct. 
He commands them to be obedknt cbildra\ 
not fajbioning them/elves affording to the 
former lujis in their ignorance^ but ta he hofy 
in all m'aniler of converfation : to ahfimnfrom 
fiejbly lujis which war againji the foul : to 
efchew evil and do good^ if they love life ; ft 
sdd to their faith virtue and knowledge and 
tjimperance and patience and godlinefs dhi 
brotherly kindnefs and charity^ if they would 
have an entrance minifiered unto them into 
the everlajling kingdom of our Lord and 
Saviour jfefus Chrijl (f). The only re- 
maining writer of Epiftles, whether addiref- 
fed to individuals, to particular churches, 
or to Chriftians at large, is St. Paul. la he 
ef the fame fcntimcnts with Ifta brethren ^ 
Time allows me to produce but few of hit 
expreflions : but they fliaU be fuch as ;are 
decifive; They that are Chriffs^ have cm-^ 
cified the flejh with the dffeSHons and bifis. 
If any man "have not the Spirit ofCbriJl^ be 
is none of His. As many as are led by the 
Spirit of God they are the fans of God {g). 
How is a perfon to know whether he is* 
led by the Spirit of God ? By examining 

{J) r Fet. u 2. 14, 15. ii. 11. lii. ro, ii. 2 Fct. 
i. 5y 6» ii« (^) Gal. V* 24* Rom. viii« 9. 14. . 

whether 
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whether the fruits of the Spirit are brooght 
forth in him. What are the fruits of ; tfat 
Spirit ? St. Paul replies ; ^he fruit af^bt 
Spirit is all goodntfs and righteoufnefs and 
truth ; love^ joy^ peace^ ^^^gzPiff^^^gi g^*^ 
tlenefs^ faith ^ meeknefs^ temperance^ e%>ery 
good nsoord and work [h\ 

All thefe teftimonies, my brethren, whe- 
ther of our Lord Jefus Chrift or of his 
Apoftles, breathe' the fame language, pro- 
claim the fame truth. They proclaim that 
God acknowledges not any man as on* df 
His people, who does not habitually and 
unrefervedly labour in all things to keep His 
commandments. Evangelical obedience is 
to be the foundation of evangelical com- 
fort. It i»4(by obedience, not feparated 
from faith, but wrought through faith and 
in evidence of faith : not regarding it- 
felf as poffeffed of any native holinefe, but 
afcribing every thing in itfelf which is 
pure to the Spirit of grace : not laying 
claim to recompenfe as ofdebt, as in any 
degree piirchafe'd by inherent merit of 
works, but looking for reward entirely as 
of grace, as in every particular from firft 
to laft purchafed by the juftifying atone- 

.{J9) Ephcf. T. 9. Gal, V. 22, 23. .z Theft ii. 16, 17. 

■*•• ment 
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sneot of Ghrift : it is by this bbedieiuie and 
bjr thi8;onIy that you caa prove yourfdves 
to be t&e people of God, that you can be* 
come entitled as fuch to the confolations 
of the Gofpel. 

Let us proceed briefly to apply the ob- 
fervations which have been made. 

Truth, by eftablifhing itfelf, overthrows 
error, and diflipates delation*' If a tme 
flandard of judgement be recognifed; the 
authority of every faife ftandard is de- 
ftroyed. If Chriflian obedience^ be the 
criterion by which you are commanded to 
judge of your title to comfort ; can any 
other criterion be necefTary ? Can any 
other be fafe? Can any other be fcrip- 
tural \ You perhaps have bee|k accuftomed 
to believe that God has been pleafed by a 
fovereign decree to felefl: from the mafs of 
niafikind certain favoured individuals^ 
whom, while he leaves the reft of the 
pofterjty of Adam to merited puniflimentj 
he exclufively erowns with the privileges 
of mercy. •' Thefe," you have faid to 
yourfelf, " are the eled of God : thefe are 
^^ the heirs of falvation and its attendant 
" bleflings. To this chofen nuAiber- I 
*^ belong. To me, as belonging to them^ 
^ tlie comforts of the Gofpel, ptefentand 

*' future. 
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T*^ fmwre^i : ajfe cnfured.'* Unbiafied rc- 
fearches into Scripture, and a clofer com- 
p^irifon of things fpirituai with fpiritual, 
might pofiibly convince you that your 
fundamental dodrine is not the dod:riae 
of your Lord. But what if it were ? 
Why fpeak you of comfort belonging to 
you a« one of the ele<a ; when your Lord 
pronQunces it to belong only to the obe- 
dient ? If you are n6t faithful in obedience ; 
will you prefume, under pretence of being 
one of the eledi to take comfort in con- 
tradiftion to the declaration of Jefus 
Chrift? If you are faithful in obedience; 
is any thing farther requifite to authorife 
you ta apply to yourfelf the comforts, 
which Jefus Chrift aflures to the obedient ? 
Or have you, on your own principles, 
any. right to confider yourfelf. as one of 
the.eleitof God longer than while you 
continue faithful in. obedience ? 
. ,5wt your miftake may be of a different 
Idod^* " I have experienced,'* you afiirm, 
".an internal impulfe, an impreflion JFroca 
*V above, an indefcribable fenfation of peace 
" and joy wrought in my heart by the 
*^ Hply Ghoft, as a feal and pledge of- the 
*f aflual fprgiven^fs of my fins. When a 
V ^reconciled God has. thus fpoken. peace 
........ • to 



^to my fetti ; do I not Mrdl' tb'tijif^- fb 
**=myfelf the xomfotts 6f tW* <So?^l*' 
Uniteubtedly; j/" God has auth&Hf^t* ^ 
to rcgird Him as having thus fpoktn pfaLtt 
to your foul. But where is ydilF v^ktWi^ 
to plfttfe your confidence on W In wa^ ini*- 
pulfe J to regard an indeterjfniftatfe'fdtliii^ 
as- an impreffion from the VLo\f CfHoft 
as a token and feal of forgivenefs? TTdao 
in the Word of God ; When tbt "^Icl^i 
fndn turneth away from bis wiciedhefs fpolcb 
be hath committed^ and doetb that kvifit^u 
lawful and right y hejhalifave hisfoutaUve^ 
In the fame infallible word I read Qiat inr 
dignation and wrath ^ tribulation and ^ M'^ 
guifhy fliall be upon every foul of man Half 
doeth evil. I read that he who cvioccs 
h!s Veperltance and his faith by obecjience, 
is forgiven ; that he who is difobedicDt 
ftandsi at preferit condemned. Riit Vfierd 
afn I referred to impreflions and impulfes? 
itecolleft the credulity of the humact 
fnind oh all fubjefts with which ferVi^ 
paffions'are intermingled: the recorded 
extravagances of Ihe imagination;* the iii- 
conftant flufluations of internal feeJifJjgsi 
according to the viciflittides of ftrohger 6i 
tfreaker fpirits, of health and ficknefs; '«f 
|j>6lpcrity and advcrfity J and thjg'facllhy 
^-^ ^ . with 



ijrith wh|cli men .of Uvely conceptloDS juid 
flendtr judgement work themfelves into a 
perfuaTion, that they experience an indefi- 
nite impulfe, which they are taught to 
exped and are eager to receive ; and the 
difficulty with which men of .contrary 
qualities would venture to credit a fimilar 
i^nfation. Meditate on thefe unqueflionable 
yruths ; and you may fee reafon warmly 
to thank your God, that h^ has not di« 
reded you to judged of your (late by a 
vague and variable and tranfient criterion^ 
a criterion fitted to produce prefumptiou 
or defpair ; but refers you to plain and 
fubftantial fads, to the habitual frame of 
your lieart manifefting itfelf in pradice, 
to a (landard which fcarcely leaves the 
poffibility of delufion to him who applies 
it with devout and inveftigating obferva- 
tion. And what thqugh you perfift in your 
dodrine? Will you exalt an impulfe, of 
which you cannot certainly know that it 
proceeds from the Holy Ghoft, above the 
Scriptures, which you acknowledge to pro- 
ceed from Him ? . If you are habitually 
obedient to Chrift through faith ; do you 
deem the fcriptural promife of forgive- 
nefs to all -who thus obey Him an infuflS- 
cicnt fecurity^ an inadequate ground 
^VoL.IL Z of 
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of comfort? If you are habitually diipb<v 
dient ; will you believe on the credit of an 
impulfe that you are forgiven, in oppoG-^ 
tion to the Scriptures which pronounce you 
to be in a date of condemnation ? 

In the two examples already brought, 
forward, you have heard the truths incul- 
cated by the tej^t applied to the corrcQiop' 
of errors in judging of our ftatc, which 
arife from inaccurate views of Chriftiau^ 
dodrine. Let me now apply thofe truths to 
an error connefted with mifapprebenfipn 
of the duty of a preacher. 

Many perfons cherifli very rmperfeft. 
and partial views of the proper nature of: 
preaching. They relifh no difcourfes, ex«</ 
cept fuch as they term comfortable. They 
delight to hear of the freenefs of theGofw 
pel ; of the fulnefs of the Gofpelj of the- 
privileges of the Gofpel ; of the comforts 
of the Gofpel : of any thing riather thaa 
the duties of the Gofpet. In-^ thgif hearts, 
if not with their lips,, they are prepared- tq. 
fay to their minifter, as the Jews faid to* 
Ifaiah ; Prophefy not unto us right things ;• 
JPeak unto us fmootb things- {i). They re-»- 
membcrinot the admonition which St. Paul 
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d^f-vered'-to Timothy, that it migRt be the 
rule of his preaching t All ScHpturrir pro^ 
Jitdbldf6rdoSlrine^f(^ reproofs for corredHon^ 
for infltuBton in righteoufnefs : tbdt the man 
of God may be p^rfelS^ thoroughly furnifbed^ 
unto all good works (if).. If you love not 
to bear the ftridt and holy morality of the 
N«w Teftament preffed and enforced upon 
yoii by Chtiftian principles; is it not a proof 
that you do not rjslifti the ftridnefs and 
holinefs of that Itnorality ? Is it not a 
pfoof of a fecret confcioufnefs that .your 
morality is not of that ftrid and holy na- 
ture ? If it is with reludance that you lend 
your ear, whenever the terrors refenned 
for the wicked arie prodaimed ; is it not a 
proof either that you prefumptuoufly 
imagine yonrfelf unconcerned in thofe de- 
Auheiations of divine vengeance ; or that 
you wi(h to fm other and lay afleep your 
inwatd mifgivings of (in? Injudicious andi 
dafigefous Is that fpiritual phyfician, who 
adminifters little exdept opiates and cor^^ 
dials/ Igilorantand deluded is that private 
Chriftran, who.condemns and rejeds every 
other mode of treatment. Let your wounds 
be fearched to the bottom^ if you arc fo* 

^j:^^:. Z % Ucitous 
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licitou8 that they fhoukt be healed^^ W<^« 
come every degree of dilbipline ntcdS^ift 
to your everlafting health* Apply' aotvltf> 
yonrfelf the comforts of the Gofpel f^rtfact 
than the predominant ffame of your tes^« 
pers, difpofitions, and defires, and tite.ban: 
bitiial courfe of ydur life and conrer^tipn^ 
afford evidence on which you mayj^ 
fcripturadly authorifed to hope thatf >at fire^ 
fcnt^ you belong to the people of Go4» ^ If 
you are not living unto Chrift tl^ugh 
faith; if your converfation is not fuchraa 
becometh the Gofpel of Chrift j if yo^ 
walk not worthy of the . vocation wheij&-: 
with you are called ; if you are nQ^prqycd^ 
to be one of xht petuliar peeple of Chnft bty 
being purified from the dominion ^ of cor* 
rupt tempers, principles, and prafkices, 
and by having become zealous of good 
works / to prefume on the comforts of the 
£rofpel is unwarranted and deftru£liVQf ; 
But if^ after (Jeep.and devout felf-examt^ 
nation, you have folid reaf6n to hope thai 
faith in the Son of God has ledyoli todc* 
light in his commandmients ; if it be your 
prevailing defire that the renewing i grace 
:of the Holy Spirit ^louid. fan&ify yont 
heart unto obedience; if it be your habitu4 
ftlidy and endeavour to bring everytfaottgitt, 
2 ^ r every 
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iwreiy temper^ every aaion^inrto fubjeo* 
tjlda to the Uws andcpnformiij^wkb the 
€:i£aiiipf c; of your Lorxi ; to love God above 
»tl tfaiog^) and mao, in the next:. pl^Qe^- 
for the- fake of God \ and to mani&Ii tho 
iStedfafth^ and feryency of your love, to 
Qbdssnd man by uniform and unequivocal 
deedd» by living to the glory of your ^hea- 
verfy^&ing and the good, of j^our fellow-- 
ereatares : then may you humbly co96diS 
that you are at prefent one of the people of 
God ; then may you regard yourfelf as enti* 
tied by the mercy of Chrift to apply to your 
Own comfort the promifes of the Gofpd* 
jRemember, however, the ground on which 
^6u (land. ' l^emember that, if your obe- 
dience begins to flag ; if a worldly fpirit 
gains ftrength in your bofom ; exadly in 
the fame proportion your title to comfort 
is underlined. I'ks jrigbteoufnefs of t^e 
rlgbttou^ jhdl not deliver bim in tbe day. of 
bis tranfgrej^on. Wben tbe rigbteous turn-- 
^tb from bis rigbteoufnefs and committetb 
iniquity ; be Jbal} even die tbereby. Re* 
member that when St^ Paul befeeches 
God to comfort the hearts of the Theilai- 
Ionian^, that petition is <eonnedeKl with a 
iecond prayer iddifpeni^ble to ^thefiiccefs of 
fh^^ former ;. tl^ He would eftabUfl]i them 
^;v -^ ^.3 . in 
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in every good Word and work. J^tffed 
are they faith our Saviour, by tKe mootli 
of St. John, almoft as it were clofingthe 
volume of Scripture with the moipeatotis 
warning } blejfed are tbey that dd bis com-^ 
mandments^ that they may have ^ right to tbt 
tree of life {ly Brethren} remain ftedfaft 
in obedience.' So fhall the God of hope fH 
you with all joy and peace in belie^if^^ that 
ye may ahoimd in'- hope through the jpKiwer 
oftheHolyGbq/i{m). 

(/) Rev. xxiu 14* ^ («) Rom. XT«I3, 
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Gn religious Defpond^nce. 



Psalm X3(xviii. j5.. 



lam troubled; lam ho'wed do'wh gHatly ) I 
go mourning all the day Ibng. 

npHE eyes of the mind, no Icfs than 
thofe of the body, are incompetent 
to fuftain, without being dazzled and be*- 
wildered, a fuddcn tranfition from darknefs 
.to light. The objeds which float before 
them, new, dimly viewed, imperfedlly 
comprehended, a*e divefted of their pro^ 
per fhapes, their native colours, . their 
genuine diraenfions, their wonted accom- 
paniments, their obvious ufe and applica^ 
lion } and not unfrequently prefent them- 
felves as gigantic phantoms, arrayed in 
imaginary terrors* It is only by collect- 
ing the powers which Providence h^s im- 
Z 4 planted, 



plaatcclj, ll>y ^xercifing them wit^ jUi^r^flipat; 
by gradujdly rendering tbem fiuai^ar ^1^, 
upaccuftomed fcenes^ by xcfortilig (;0 ^, 
pcopriate means for (Irengtheniag. :th^ 
debility &Qd redifying tbeir eiTQi«^ tll^: 
tbe recently awakened organ leajri:^ tQij 
ju4ge, to.difcrimioate) to undcrfl^ndi^fl^.- 
s^ppreciate the various fubje^U. of vits cpA«: 
templation; to dire^ them tp l;he>c^49;; 
which they are feverally calculated %o,^»rA 
fwer; to invite afliflance and to deiit«; 
confolatioQ from every quarter.: ^heQCiij 
by the appointment of Heaven the bkiSogi! 
may be obtained ; and, whale lit. diftiA^; 
guiihes between real and fancied dangets^)' 
and feduloufly guards, againft perilsa^u^^l 
ally fupervening) ta difmifa groun4}e&t 
alarm* •^v'-.m;;.:. 

When pcrfons" who have: lived iiot untOt 
Chrift tvho died for tbcm^ but untoJbemr: 
ftlvcsy whether immeried in the groflnefe 
of open vice^ abforbed in the cares of the 
world, funk in fluggifh indijSerence, <xr. 
refting on pundilioufnefs of moral 4^ 
eorum ; when fuch perfons. by the eiFec-^ 
tual application of the word of God^ by^ 
ficknefs, by adverfity, by the lofs of a deai^. 
friend or relative, or by feme equaUy fea^ 
foaablp operation of the vifitittg handot 
iv Omnipotence, 
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ritCial letfcaSgy f when lh«y |>ericdv<r th*' 
th'eir HfeV'lias been a &adow, a drtetihi Jk 
c&iMifli^pla^f, a tiflbe of duties negleaed^ 
and waftrittanfgreffioris: when thby ftirvti^ 
the fadi^fs and the jufticte of -God 
\#hom Itey have defpifedi and fee theW- 
felves fufpeiided by the thread of trrdty 
talitf over the abffs of hernial condemna^^ 
tioii ; tt is not unufual for their terror and 
deje^ion to fettle into the bitterhefe of 
defponden^i^/ The curfes of thebrdkeflf 
law, the thunders of inevitable vengeancet 
found -inceflitttly in their ears, Beftww 
their cj€Stbe hooh are openddt^nd'^^^ 
long catialogufe of their fins ^u^riften in tbe^ 
AdI^j^ ^overwhelms them with- agonifing^ 
difmay. Groaning under the anguifli exU 
perienced by the afflicted Pfalmift, but 
deftitute of the gleam of comfort wfaicb^ifil 
the humble conlcioufnefs of penitence^ h^ 
ventured to cheriih; they are trouhkd^ 
tbey are bowed do'Ubn greatly ^ they go mourns 
ing all the day long, I'he arrows nf tia. 
Lord Jlkkfaji in tbem ; and His band prejf^ 
etb them fore. There is nafaundnrfs^in their 
Jlejh:becaufe of His anger ; neitber is^tbere 
amy r^^ in their bones becaujs of their fnl 
Eoriheir iniquities are gone over their^^f^eadt 
■ '■ . ry, ■..,.-. as 
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as an bdavy Imrtben they urc Jw heavy foi> 
them. Tbey. arefeebk' and fort broken ; tbdy 
roar by rcafon oftb^ difquUtnefs of ibeix 
kearU, Adopting .with fji4 conyi4lioii^tU& 
defcription of their own mircciea^ .tbey 
prefun^e not with David to fubjomj:.^ thcti 
QfLord^ do I hope: ibou wilt heatyO Ij^rd^ 
my God. " Ours/' they excUum,,:*.* are the 
V threatenings of Scripture: itSTpjromifcff 
** belong not to. us." •: . -y_ ; : ;, 

I propofe^ in the j^rd place^i to dieicrihe 
t^he general circumftances attending, .irelir 
gious defpondence : fecondly, tp point out 
the ground of cure : thirdly^ to fpecify and 
examine the principal arguments ^biprtt 
the dejeded individual frequently ^lljBges 
as proofs^ that hq is not warrant^ ^ol>i(H 
ply to himfelf the promifes of the Sojipr 
tures : and laftly to addrefs fome practical 
diredlions to perfons who experience a 
pronenefs to religious defpondence* 

I. When religious defpondence takes 
pofleffion of the mind, a new and delufive 
^edium interpofes itfelf between the fuf* 
ferer and all the objeds which he con* 
templates. To his eyes every incident 
^ffumes an alarming charader. In the 
common events of life, he perceives the 

hand 



iiand of God ftretchedfor^h agiteft him* 
Tfae ordinatjr couirfe of;. Providence i* 
tra^sfoXiBcd i^to a fUcQ^ffioii of ippcial 
judgem*nt6i- ^^ All theft tfeings/' ;§ri€«^the 
terrified moUrfter, ^^ are againft me t nrianU 
♦* feftation^ of divine difpleafure ; inflic-. 
*^ tions of pfeiaal vengeance f warnings of 
V irrevocable exclu(k>ti from God !" Paft 
offences :prefent thcmfelves in the garb of 
lingular enormity. And fometimes one ^of 
the leaft confiderable deviations from duty^ 
A deviation perhaps oilgioaiipg in-:ren!oi« 
and inadvertence, prcffes fbrward on -the 
imagination as one of /the great eft of 
criisies ; ; and forms the groundwork of dif-s 
toftcd fctetfonings, and of intolerable dreads 
The body participates with the mind. Thq 
reftlefs fword wears away its fcabbard* 
Nervous agitation undermines health* 
Health undermined aggrisivates nervous 
agitation. Exertion becomes feeble, and 
reludant ; gradually intermits, progref-* 
fively declines. . Relative, focial, arid do- 
meftic duties are neglected. A(3;ivity and 
alacrity, fources heretofore of pleafure n^l 
lefs thaninflruraents of ufefulnefs, are al>i 
ibrbed in liftlefs melancholy. Diflfatisfac- 
tion fpeedily becomes vifible ;n the counte-* 
feances of the lefs religious members of thq 

family 
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family. From a clouded and unfociaM/omc* 
they fly in qucft of chcerfulnefs abroad V 
and day by day are ftrengthencd itj thie-pcN 
fuafibn that gloom is the infeparable coo-: 
coroitarit of piety. The fuffertt: mean-* 
while is agitated by increafing anxiety and 
Ibrrtiw. — ^^ I fee the decay of afFedion iti 
** thofe to whom I was moft dear, I airi 
^ a burthen to all ; an obftacle to religion; 
^ forfaken of God ; continually more arid 
*^ more odious in his fight. Well may I 
*^ be troubled ; well may I be bowed down 
" greatly : well may I go mourning all the 
^ day long !" The load of zSAGAoxi ii 
»ot feldom aggravated by the meafuitiei 
which are adopted for the purpbfe of re* 
moving it. Unfeeling cenfurefs cohl^Tre' 
with injudicious friends. At one time de- 
j^ftioA is eficcuntercd with harlhiiefs ; af 
another with negled ; at another with 
peremptory oppofition; at another wiih 
blind a<^d debilitating tendernefs. - But the 
fovereign remedy prefcribed by the worldly* 
minded is difTipation. The afflicted party 
% prohibited from meditating '-on the fubi 
jed of religion; an injunftion alHce labfurd 
in itfclf and impoflible to he obeyecf^r and 
is/hurried frr:i .place to place, frfemcotn- 
j^ny; W CO mpany, • from amufemetit - td 
^ ' ' am^fement, 



«,muf$mcn,ti, that neithe,r ppport unity not 
leifure .may |)€ afforded for r^fledtibn^ By 
this, pjrocpi's the portion of mental anguifh 
wjvich may be attributed to bodily indifpOt- 
fition is oceafionally relieved. But, amid 
changing fcenes. and changing occupations, 
the root of the malady remains untouched 
in the heart* The foul difcerns the futility 
pftlie means employed for its comfort > 
^nd by. the discovery is confirmed ia its 
4ift^efs. • I£ the temped fubfides, it is oaly. 
Ip.recur. with augmented violence ;. pr ta 
fettle .ia^p the fatal calm of lelf-rigbjtepufn 
uefs aiidr;4incpncera. Such is thenaturcy 
^n^f^chj i§ the fuccefs,.of the mqafures, tcji 
i^Jiich the relatives, and connedions of the 
(offerer commonly refort. .. The modes ojf 
relief purfued by the defponding party oftea 
piTovp. equa.lly ineflBcacious, or equally in- 
juripu^ .Attempts are made to qui^t t|je 
cpnfci^ace by voluntary aufterities, Ijy dj-j 
verfified experiments of mortification. ;^af| 
pcnaixc^. Or counfel is osigerly fough? oa 
every fide from dogmatical and djfcordant 
adfVifers. Or a multitude oi religious bppka. 
;f indifqriminately accumulated and 4e« 
yourcd; er>ror, eruditipnt^ ^ritic^fm, <»ntrch; 
yerfy,, Wfte in^ augtnen^iing ^p^rplexijy : 
£9d <tl^f^ J^}p4 wac4?r«. :^9^^ -^4''H^n ^ 
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"^olunic,- ^without guide dr clrie, IkfvriMcrtcf; 
unfettfed, confounded, and difmayed. Hede* 
has followed delufion, hence enthufiafm ;• 
hence has melancholy been impelled ta the 
confines of frenzy. The Scriptures thent- 
felves, partially examined and applied, are 
heard to utter no voice but that of terror. 
The judgements in ftore for the impeilitent 
form the theme of inceflant meditation. 
When the eye cafually meets a proipife or 
an encouragement, it hurries away as fro« 
forbidden ground. Had Eve fled from the 
interdrfled tree with the trembling perfe^ 
verance with which the vidlims of defpon- 
dence fly from the confolations of Holy 
Writ ; neither her forrows nor theirs, nor 
thofe of the human race, had been knoWnV 

II. What then-, amid thefe jarring re* 
fources onavaiiingly employed ^for the ati 
fainment of relief, are the genuine ground^ 
of cure? ... 

"By devout, comprehenfive aAd iihpattial 
(elf^exatoination let the-ftiiFerer labbur to 
fatisfy himfelf, whether he feels a deep ant! 
abiding convidiionbf his guilt ; and wher-i 
thir he chcrifties a rooted and earneft'de- 
fiEC to be delivered through thfe-L^rdJeftrs 
JShrif!i not only *frblnr the p^nahmcnt b&l 
f ■ '--'-' from 
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fijam thedonunion of fin. If he feels not 
this convi^ion, and cheriflics not this de- 
fire; it cannot with truth be affirmed that 
he repents. If he labours under the con- 
vidlion of guilt and the dread of punifli- 
ment; yet is no farther folicitous to be 
livered from the dominion of fin than in 
proportion as he difcerns that penal confe- 
quences are the attendants of tranfgreflion : 
fin is not hated for its own fake, is not 
abhorred as odious to God ; there is no 
love of holinefs in the heart, no fcriptural 
repentance. If he entertains a feeble and 
unmeaning defire to be preferred from, 
the power of fin for the future; yet ad- 
mits not a deep ihripr/eflion of his aduil 
guilt; feels no acute compunctions, no 
ferious uneafinefs, in the recolledion of the 
years during v/hich he has lived 'withci-t 
God in the world :hQ is in his own eftima- 
tion wboky^ndf has not perceived his need 
of a phyfician ; he is in his own eyes 
righteous^ and has not regarded the call of 
Ghrlft to repentance. Unlefs both the coar^ 
vidtion and the defire are riveted in his: 
bofom ; he repenteth not. The Scripture^ 
which denounces vengeance againft all 
who are impenitent, gives him not a title 
to take comfort# Its promifes prefuppof^^ 
^ 7 true 
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true repentance. As. yet :thmfoce' t^jff * 
belong not to him. Is he .; aosioi^ i£^r 
confolation > Let him hear the vpkig. of 
the Apoftle : Repent^ and be converted^ that 
tby fttts may be blotted out. Then nstjr he 
fubmiifively hope with filial faith, tba^ ev^n 
in the exifting fcene of trial tbejhncs$f 
refrfjbingjball CQtne from the^prefenca^^itbe 
Lord. :-..!\.^ 

But if by the refult of ,hi$ lenqairf .lie 
is authorifed humbly to confide tbat^.tlie 
convidtion and the defire, not irc^tioaally 
and unfaripturally feparated, but co-e^jilliiig 
in fober and cordial upion, decidedly, cha* 
raderifc the habitual frame of his fquU; he 
is, in other words, authoxifed to.5Piji^c 
that God has beilowed upon hiqa th(;i*gtft 
of repentance ; and is warranted iQ ^ppVy^* 
ing to himfelf the fcriptural promifes n^ade 
to the penitent. He falls under Q.ur. Sa- 
viour^s defcription of thofe that.xww"*; 
and may therefore truli in the hope, of 
being comforted. He labours and is^ b^vy 
laden : and may therefore be affured that 
Chrift: is ready to give bim rejl. His bteurt 
is broken and contrite : he m^y therefore 
rely that it is a heart whicli 'Tbou^ Q.God^ 
wilt not defpife. His is \\\t , godly fort (yiP 
'that worketh repQutanqe : ther£i5?^-^,;._9iay 



Ke be aflured that, if be cbudriues the 
^ fcrviitrfx)f Jefus, it will terminate in Jd^ 

^ vatibh. 

■ "... ; 1 • 

» IK* Unequivocally and repeatedly and 
prominently as thefe truths^ ftand forth in 
the word of God; many an individual 
under the overwhelming influence of de« 
jedion is deterred^ and deterred in different 
cafes by different views, from profiting by 
their confoling import. 

Sometimes the defponder argues thus : 
^* God is a God of mercy : but mercy has 
^* its limits. Inferior offenders may be 
" blefled with forgivenefs : but how can I 
" prefume to nourifh hope ? So many are 
** the years during which I have lived not 
*' unto Chrift but unto myfelf; ^o fenfu- 
♦^ ality, ox to pride, or to vanity, or to 
^* <:ovetoufnefs, or to diffipation, or to fome 
other flagrant fin j warm as to worldly 
ofcyefts, dead to religion; maintaining a 
" form, it may be, of godlinefs, but deny- 
** ing the power thereof: fo ample have 
" been the offers, fo abundant the opportu- 
** hitics, of religious inftriidion and cdifi- 
*^ cation vvhich I have flighted and abufed ; 
•' fo loud the warnings of Providence to 
••which I have refufed to lifl:eni fo fignal 
, Vol. II. A a "and 
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^^^and fpecial the mercite which my Joianl* 

^^fined heart has withftoq/d: fe longhibve 

" I finned, and with fuch aggravatibn^ 

" that even by a tnoft merciful God I [am 

*V}uftly abend(5)ned to dcfpSir^**. Abdndldied 

t<J defpair !• DoeS riotth* VdUe Of^ God 

proclaim in the Scriptures \\\kt lipott tirdi 

repentance alljinijhall htfbr^ven Unto tBe 

ftmsofmeni thki the blood of dhri/l ckaf^-^ 

ah from all Jin ; that though" ydur^Jins Bettt 

fcarlety they Jhall becom^'^hRt'^^as Jiibw^ 

Have you nor heard, do ybif tiot beKeVe, 

the univcrfal invitation, thi iitAitniteSd |)f o- 

ttiife, of yoW'Safioitf : '(Tiiw^? t^td inty xiU 

kaho labour '^&?ni art'heavymdi\iy^ 

give yott rejl. — Wm thtif tMtiB^^nH ine^ 

whoever hfe ir!ay be',' TWhity^^^lre'tnay 

^ave berti \ I^iU in^Wo itHfe^e^luff'*' Is 

nbt the parable- c)f the prodigfil iHt a j)rtc- 

lical i!!uftratiaii' and eftabTi{hmciit'bF''iftfefe 

ttuihs? ■ ^' ■■ ' ■ - ■.;:'-"i ^^-?- '^ 

-• "But, alafe!?' ahoth^ fiifferef "repKfes, 

^*' the ver^ nrft -ifblrds which "^ybu- cited-as 

•* proclaimed 'by the' voice orOod aretrbri- 

** neared by 'th^^fame voice' witfa othfers 

^*^ Which fea^niy|deft^utftrp•f ^^ 

^^ forgiven nfilit'i%^ foiii^cf menl arid hlafpbe^ 

^[rnics wbi^iiiithfoevkr' ihey ']/hall' Uaf- 

^^'pktfnc. Biit isr ttierc trotian ^xide|:)t5on;fdb- 
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" joined ? He that Jhall hlafpheme againft 
^ the Holy Ghojl hath never forgivenefs. 
" Behold the fin, the tinpardonable fin, 
" with the commiflion of i/i^hich my terri- 
•* fied cohfcience charges me. I know that 
" on tHe nature of this fin confideraWe ob- 
" fcurity refts. I know that by fonie in- 
** terpreters the guilt is reftrained to the 
** crime of thofe felf-convifted oppofers, 
** who afcribed to the power of Satan the 
** miracles of the Son of God. I know that 
*^ by others it is fcarcely extended beyond 
" that obdurate malignity, which defied 
*• the extraordinary wonders wrought 
•* through the efFufion of the Hdly Ghoft 
" in the days of the Apoftles. Blit do you 
** not admit that the fin may be perpetrated 
" in modem times ? And if it has been 
** perpetrated by me j is not my defpond- 
" 6nce judicial, incurable, the prelude of 
•* damnation ?'' That the fin may be per- 
^pctrated in modern times (hall not be de- 
nied. That it has not been perpetrated by 
y6u is an indifputable truth. Together 
with dedp and abiding conviftion of guilt! 
do iiot you alfo cherifli a rooted and eameft 
defire to be delivered through the Lord 
Jefus Chrift from the dominion no lefs 
than from the pupiftimcnt of fin ? Then 
A a 2 have 
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hkve yQu.the charadteriftic marks of a true 
penitent!^ Away with the criihe, t^e it 
whatever it may, which your appalled ima* 
ginatioQ has transformed into blafphemy 
againft the Holy Ghoft. You poflefe thi 
grace of repentance, from the. Spirit C[f 
grace only can you have receiyed it ' Tlic 
Holy Ghoft then regards you with favour. 
You cannot have bialphemed agahift Him. 
Your defpondence is groundlefs, is pnfcrip- 
tural. Approach and take of thfc waters of 
comfort. 

" Had my offences/' cries anQth«^ 

tnourner^ ^^ terminated in myfelf ; t ihpuld 

** have dared, however grievous had l^en 

" my guilt, to have cherifhed a hc^ of 

" mercy. But I have been the.in^brun^en^ 

*^ of Satan for the deftrudlion of my b^re^ 

" thren ! I have allured them intp the 

*^ way of perdition. It ia through pay 

" guilt that Chrift has died for them in y^im 

•* Their blood cries againft me^ for vejQ- 

** eeance. It is I who lealed their doVm \ 

" and in. fealing it I hayefealc^d gpiy owxu'* 

Child of afBidioa! take comfort* . ,,How 

know you that the doom of.youf cqni- 

panions in tranfgreffion ^a^ fed^d^^Ir 

fcaled, know you not that it was feailed 

principally by then»felves ^^^ JBijft lef it be 

J aflumed 
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alTumed that you were mainly inftriimental 
in their guilt. Look then in the firft place 
to fcfiptural examples of forgivencfs ex* 
tended to other inftrumeats of iniquity* 
Look to Aaron pardoned and accepted and 
reinftated in the office of High Prieft, after 
he had erefted the golden calf, and had 
thus brought fo great a fm upon the people (a). 
Look to ManafTeh, who reared up altars 
for Baalim^ and worjhipped all the hoji of 
heaven andferved them^ and built altars for 
them in the houfe of the Lord and in the two 
Courts of the houfe of the Lord^ and fet a 
carved image ^ the idol nxthich he had rnadi^ 
in the houfe of God ^ and cat fed his children 
to pafs through the fire y and ufed enchant^ 
ments^ and dealt with a familiar fpirit and 
with ^- wizards ; and made Judah and the 
inhabitants of Jerufalem to err^ and feduced 
them to do more evil than did the heathen^ 
whom the Lord had dejlroyed before the chiU 
^dren of Ifrael : look to this inftrument of 
^vil, when he was in ajffli&ion and befought 
the Lord his God ^ and humbled himf elf greatly ^ 
before the God of his Fathers and prayed unto 
Mm : and God was entreated of him and 
b^ard his fupplication^ and brought him again 

ifi) Exod. xxxiu 2r. xh li — 14* 

A a 3 hilo 
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into bis kingdom {b)^ Look to Paul, not 
merely the perfccutor of Ghriftians but the 
inftrument of their apoftacy by camptUing 
tbem to blafpbcme (r) j yet exalted after* 
wards to be the Apoftle of the Gentiles* 
If the gate of pardon w^ls open to fuch in* 
flruments of fin ; againft whom is it clofed? 
In the next place confider that, according 
to your argument, fcarcely any (inner could 
obtain forgivenefs. How rare are the fins 
whofe efiedls terminate in the individual 
tranfgreflbr ! Where is the habitual (inner, 
who by perfuafion or by example has not 
been highly dangerous to the falvation 
of others ? Obferve, finally that your ar- 
gument is in diametrical oppofition to the 
unlimited promifes of Chrift. To all who 
labour^ to all who are beavy laden^ to all 
whofe heart is broken and contrite^ to all who 
grieve With godly for row ^ to all wbo come unto 
Him for pardon ; to all fuch withouf: ex- 
ception or referve the Son of God ofifers 
himfelf as a Savioun 

Sometimes dejection ftrives to eftablifh 
itfelf on another foundation. ** Though 
" with deliberate finceriiy I can affirm/* 

[b) 2 Chron. ixxiii. 3 — 13« ^ Kings, xxi. 9. 
{c) A6ls, xxvi. II, 

cries 



ijfies the motrnwj^ "that rwy conviaioos 
^" of rm,-^»4 my defires tQ be delivered both 
ftQJx^ its -punlfliment and Us powgr, ac- 
cord with your demand: though not- 
ivithftanding the reludance and.deadaafe 
-^'of he^rt which I deplore, I am hahitually 
!*: diligent ia pray er^ in meditation, in the 
** ftfUdy of the Scriptures : aad though my 
/' confcience bear^ humble yet lundoubting 
f^teftimony, that, during a period of very 
*f confideraWe length, I have perfevered in 
" thefe views, in thefe difpofitions, in thefe 
*- pxertioog : . yet I do not find comfort. I 
" therefore conclude tl^at comfort is not for 
"^rae, Happy, too happy,, if at laft I might 
" obtain forgivenefs ; I am not to look, I 
" ought ,not to lookjforpesLce." Nowthusto 
reafon is, in efFe<3:, to difcredit the reiterated 
and univerfal promifes which have recently 
be^ brought forward from the oracles of 
Ood. But it is impojfible for God to lie. With 
ITim is no variablenefs nor Jbadow of turn-' 
ing. yefus Cbri/i is the fame yejierday^ and 
to-day^ and for ever. Farther : though the 
promifes of God will afluredly be fulfilled 
to per fevering penitents ; it muft be re- 
membered that, in the ordinary exercife of 
His fovereignty. He pledges himfelf not as 
to the period of their accomplifliment. 
A a 4 To 



3(^ On reli^ws De^wuh^cf^ 

To^ tlfcfe wiio come ufito IfilB''Helprd4r<r 
mifes reftmA cmfhrt and /^/7^ muij^yini 
tbc H^ly Gbq/i. But to hts owii> ipviCdom 
he referves the decifion as to the mode and 
the time of conferring and enkrging hk 
^ft8« In his general dealings ivith mamkind 
it pleafes Him to work gradually^ by thk 
ufe of means which He has appointedi. 
The hufbandman cxpefts not that Hieaycn 
will beflow the harveil immediately after 
the fowing of the feed. Days and weeU 
he is to wait in patience before even 'tbe 
blade fliall appear. But if he fuftains his : 
fences, weeds his crop, and in aU refpods 
difcharges with vigilance the duties of his 
occupation: he ihall behold the^ftems- 
pufliing their growth higher and higher^^^ 
until they are advanced to maturity, hi 
the fame gradual and progreffive mode 6£ 
communication are the bleffings of grace 
and comfort generally vouchfafed ; vouck- . 
fafed not under the guifp of inftantaneous 
illapfes, imaginary impulfes, enthufiaflic 
fervours, but in fobriety andferenity, mca- 
fure after meafiire, in proportion to patient 
perfeverance in a devout ufe of all the . 
appointed means of grace, and in a fedu- 
lous and faithfal improvement under graces 
already beftowed. If God fufpends the 

gift 
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l^ft of comfort ; if he impaxts itiildwiy 
and fparingly : is it not becaufe He fees thM< 
fuch a method of proceeding is rcquifitd- 
foc the trial of your faith, and M^ill evcntii*- 
ally work) if you continue ftedfaftin^iumbid:' 
reliance -and obedient love, for your ^good? 
Be not iveary in HvelUdotng : for in duejfea^ 
fon you Jball reqp^ if you faint not. Even 
were the Lord of all, in the fingular myt 
terioufnefs of His counfels, apparently to 
hide his face from you until death: ftill 
ihould you be found one of thofe who, 
having fet in clouds, (hall rife in glory. 

Sometimes the defpondence fortified by 
the fafpenfion of religious comfort is 
darkened by the gloom of erroneous doc- 
trine. The wretched individual begins to 
apprehend that he is predeftinated to wrath 
and ^nguifh everlafting: that, if not ejc- 
prcfely created for the purpofe of being 
readon^ mxferable, at lead he is " paffed 
*V over'' in the difpenfation of redeeming 
mercy: that he is virtually reprobated, 
teing defignedly excluded by the fovereign 
wiU of God from the number of thofe, 
whom the Almighty is fuppofed fpecially 
to have ele6ted to be the fole paitakers of 
his converting grace. To alleviate alarms 
c:!vcited by mifconceptions of t^e revealed, 
■ -. counfel 
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counfel of ikt Mod liigh may be an ob- 
jed fometimea attainable by that iagenaUy 
of inconfiilent explanation^ which» evea 
while it prunes the exterior branches of ao 
ynfubftantial fyftem, labour^ to guard thi^ 
trunk from attack. To fubdue ih^m% ^he 
a^ce mud be laid to the root : the falfc dpp- 
trine muft be manifefkcd to be £Edfe. To 
the fervent piety and the pradical boUnefs 
of numbers of our Chriftian brethren, who 
conceive themfelves to read in the word of 
God the tenets in queftion, my teftimony, 
however unimportant, I rejoice to bean 
But copflrained as I have repeatedly been 
to know the terrors which thofe tenets have 
produced, it feems an aft of v duty in ad- 
dreffing perfons expofed to fimilar terrors 
not to withhold my deliberate convi<flion, 
that the tenets are deftitute of fcriptural fup- 
port : and that the detached paffages of Holy 
Writ whence they are deduced fairly ad- 
mit, when confidered in themfelves, and 
clearly demand, when taken in conjundion 
with the reft of Scripture, a very different 
interpretation. For the prefent purpofe it 
may be fuffjicient to refer the defponding 
fufFerer to fome plain paffages of the divine 
word, which teach that falvation, in every 
refpedi unattainable but through our Lord 

Jefus 
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Jefus Chrift, is through Him open to every 
toaa : and that on every man of rational 
faculties the free mercy of God beftows for 
the fake of the great Redeemer a portioft of 
antecedent grace fo far influencing the will, 
the underftanding, and the hearty as, with-- 
out intrenching on moral agency, to enable 
him, if diligent in the application of grace 
received, to obtain through the blood of the 
crofs an inheritance among the faints. Have 
I any pleafurt that the wicked Jbould die^ 
faith the Lord God? As I live ^ faith the 
Lord God^ I have no pleafure in the death of 
the wicked; but that the wicked turn from 
his way ^ and live. Turn ye ^ turn ye ; why 
will ye die {d) f Can we frame to the 
imagination any fenfe, in which thefe words 
could be uttered without delufion ; if there 
were any perfon not adtually enabled by 
divine grace, in will no lefs than in every 
other requifite faculty, to turn unto God? 
The Lord is not willing that anyfhouldpe^ 
rifb ; but that alljhould come to repentance [e). 
God our Saviour will have all men to be 
faved (y). Jefus tqfted death for every 
man {g); gave himfelf a ranfomfor all (/&) ; 

{d) Ezek, xviii. 23. xxxiii. 2. {e) 2 Pet. iii. 9. 

(f) I Tim. ii. 3, 4. {s) Heb. lu 9. {h) i Tim. ii. 6. 

is 
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if the propitiation for the Jins of the ijohole 
noorld {i). Could any one of thefe de'cl^- 
tions have been made, if there bad b^eu 
z, Jingle individual adually or virtually 
^ paffed over,'* in the plan of redemption j 
unconditionally excluded from the poffibi^ 
llty of obtaining falvation through Jefus 
Chrift ; unbleflcd with that preventing In- 
fluence on his will, without which lie mtft 
remain incapable of profiting by the Re- 
deemer's death ; tantalized by oflfers of 
mercy, with which he is left morally in- 
competent to clofe ? Would our Lord have 
commanded his difciples to preach the Gofpd 
to every creature (i| j \i there had been a 
fmgle perfon to whom it muft neceflarily 
have been preached in vain ? And niuft 
It not neceflarily have been preached 
in vain to the man, had fuch there 
been, whom God had not freed by the an- 
tecedent operation of His grace upon the 
will from all impoffibility of believing ? Is 
it poflible that redemption can be general, 
if ete&ion renders it neceflarily partial ? 1$ 
it true that all men may be faved, if God 
bcftows only on certain feledt individuals 

(:j I John, \u 12, (ij Mark, xvi. i6^ 

the 
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the preventing grace withoMt whicti no ma^n 
can be faved?. Is it not trifling to afiLrm 
that ail may be faved, " if they wiU,}** 
yhile without the preventing grace of God, 
iaid to be beftowed only on the eled, no 
mfu) can *^will?^ Are thefe concluiipns 
to be evaded by a verbal di(lin<flion ; by 
replying that it is not a " natural" but a 
" moral" impoffibiUty which precludes 
thole who are not of the number of the 
eled from falvation ? As though the mpfl: 
eiTential part of a man's nature were noc 
the moral conflitution which he bringg 
into .the world 1 I forbear to accumukte 
fcriptural |)^flages (imilar in import to thofe 
which have been produced* The views 
which God has difclofed of his own attri- 
butes, and the uiiivcrfal tenor of his word, 
are altogether at variance with the opi- 
nion^ which it has her^ been requifite tq 
withftand. Fear not, ye mourners. Every 
tnan may become one of God's ele<3:. Go 
forth mid profper. The way of falvation, 
unbarred to the whole world, lies b^iforc 
yo\i^ Enter it, purfue it, in the flrength 
of your God. 

IV. To perfons who truly repent through 
Chrift, yei are at the fame time opprefled 

7 ^r 
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by 2 J)ronencf8 to defpotrdence, the friUow- 
ing praftical faggcftions may n6t be al- 
together ufclefs. 

Dlreft your thought* habitually and im- 
partially to all the attributes and ** the 
•* whole counfcl of Gbd." Remember His 
mercy no lefs than his jaftice j his redeenl- 
ing love no lefs than his holy abhorrence 
of fin. Fix your attention no lefs fted- 
fiiftly on the promifes than gn the threatctt- 
ings of Scripture: on the encouragements 
held forth to the penitent, no lefs eameftly 
than on the curfes idenounced againft the 
carelefs and the prefumptuous. Be not 
eafily moved v^ith apprehehfion that you 
pay more than proportionate regard to the 
confolations of the Gofpel. The inherent 
bias of dejeftion will draw you with fuf- 
ficient force towards the confines of un- 
warranted alarm. Beware left it urge you 
acrofs the boundary. 

In refleding on your paft fins, let theta 
be regarded as grounds of habitual felf- 
abafement, of profpedtive watchfulnefs, of 
zealous diligence, of unwearied exertion, 
of grateful and fervent love towards God 
your Redeemer for the ftupendous falva- 
tion fet before you. But vieW them' not 
is obftaeles to the forgivenefs and accept- 
I ance 
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ance of a true and perfevering penitent; 
nor as affording the flighteft foundation 
for dread that the Holy Spirit, who has 
enabled yon to bring forth the fruits of 
repentance, will withhold from you the 
grace and ftrength which yoii fhall here- 
aften feek as nwdful und^r impending trials 
of your faith. ' 

If leafoits 6f dejedlioix fhould recur; if^ 
at the very tittle When your underftanding 
is fatisfied of the triith aqd the adual re- 
levancy of the fcriptural argumeiits which 
forbid ypu to defpond, even in the face of 
cpnvidliori, . defporidence fhould opprefs 
your foul: wdfider not, nor be difmayed; 
as though aft unprecedented or extraordi- 
nary event liad befallen you. The ftate 
of tlMnd is not uncoitimon. Survey it in its 
true colours. In the midft of defponden.ce, 
remeniber that- you are defponding againft 
your judgement and your confcieqce, 
agaiiift reafon arid the word of God. Conv 
fider whether defpondence, thus conftituted 
and circiimftanted, is not in part to be im- 
puted to bodily indifpofition, to the tre- 
mors of nervous inquietude. Confider 
whether in part it may not be deemed, 
whether ir muft not in part be deemed,' 
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a fubtle and. fpecial temptation. Tlie.a4« 
▼erfary of man adapts his firatagetns.totbe 
individual whom he aflails* The faoftuine 
he tempts to raihoefs, the lukewarm to io* 
adivity^ the confident to prefumption, the 
timid to defpain To wh^t method of fu- 
perior promife could he refoit for the pur* 
pofe of deterring you from perfevcrance in 
labouring for falvation, than the fcheme of 
inducing you to believe that by you mercy is 
unattainable? From a method of fuc^ pro- 
mife is it probable that he fhould refrain \ 
Meet the danger with adequate circum- 
fpedion. Encounter the foe with appro- 
priate arms. Let health receive due at- 
tention. Rcjijt the devil ^ and be will Jlee 
from you. Take the Jhield offaitby where-- 
with you Jhall be able to quench all the fiery 
darts of the wicked One. Fly for fuccour 
to the throne of grace.. Praying always 
with all prayer and fuppUcation in thefpirit^ 
and watching thereunto with all perf ever ance^ 
plead with Him whofc foul vf^%forrowftil 
even unto death; with Him who knows 
what is the agony with which the viilira 
of fin exclaims, My God ! my God I why 
hqfl thou forfaken me ! who is touched with 
the feeling of our infirmities^ having been in 

all 



h'tdfft '^rd'JhcA^ii^^Btth mt' Ure iMpfed: 
ftfe WiM fbffil^hiA^^^dra; fit t^iff i^inift^j 
ftrengtH for the conflia. "St ^tH nbtftiffSl^ 
you to be tempted above what you are able to 
beat : hut with the temptation witt alfo malt, 
a t^ay t& efcape^ that you may be able to beat 
it. Why is thy foul caft down : why is 
it fo difquieted within thee? Hope thou 
in God : for thoU Ihalt yet praife Him fot 
the help of bis countenance. 

Finally ; be adive* Be fedulous td em- 
ploy Sin ample portion of your time, fo faif 
as may be entirely compatible with a juft 
regard to healthy in the modes of pradtical 
ufefulnefs, which belong to your ftation : 
and in the vigilant difcharge of the offices 
of domeftic life. A zealous purfuit of 
pradkical ufefiilnefs, a vigilant performance 
of rjelative duties, ranj^ very high among 
the good works by which you are to evince 
the fincerity of your faith, and to adorri 
the do6lrine of God your Saviour. The ma-^ 
nagement of worldly concerns, when con- 
duced in a worldly fpirit, is fin. Biit 
when kept wholly fubordinate to the great 
purpofes of exiftence, the glory of God 

Vol. II. B b and 
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and the (alyatipa of the foul ; when carried 
4m from Chriftsaa motives,:. wirK fniriftiaci 
tempers, and for ChriftUn enda; it is a 
branch of fervice to Qod| it is one of the 
fruits of religion. 
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sERi^ON xyni. 

On the Chridian Chara&ets.of Youth* 



4 CttH. ti. 17, 18. Vll t* 

£b«?^ tui frGmdmottg ibtmy and hyefepa^ 

tate^ faith the Lbtd^ and tbucb nbt the 

untkan thing tand / voitt receive ybUyUAd 

wiUbtaJbtbef-tintbym^ andyeJbaUie my 

font and daUghtef'S^ faith the Lord AU 

mighty. Having therefore thefe promlfes^ 

dearly Belai>edi let us cleanfe ouffkhes 

from all flthinefs offlefh tindfpirit^ per^ 

fueling holifiefi in the fear of God. 

tI7HEN a j)etfbn cbttvcrfaftt with the 
Vegetable produdions of the earth 
obferves in the foteft a plant, whofe pro- 
perties he 'is defirous of imptoving; he 
removes it from its native wild into his 
garden. There, rooted in luxuriant foil, 
^elter^d from inclement blafts, fecured 
B b 2 againft 
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againft immoderate humidity, duly watered 
tn feafoni' of tlrouglu^ -d^Osuueii -frxMu luc 
encroachment of worthlefs herbs which . 
even in ^h^fe ^ukivatjd ibojNarojCMtmually 
fpringing on every rioe; it teftities by a 
conljpicuous transformation the foftering 
care*t!)f^i'^s't>^ot«t^/-^8s^^**i^ ; 

its juices are meliorated j its tints are 
heightened; its fcagiA&ce.k exalted; its 
fruits are multiplied. It is no longer a 
barren weed^ bv\t the delight q£ Him who 
has appropriated it i6 nimfelL * 

purifies URtQ ;hin^f?l(v3^,pe(;^ilj^^;p5£^^^^ 
By tbefliiny^ratLon,g^ liepefeijes 

nHs J. fuft^nj.thenfi yrith h^'^ar.m ; np^riitties 
thej&^^by / hia^gi^ce ; chj^era thera wif^' the 
light of^ hi^ ^9un]ien^i\ce^and .enal^le'$, them 
to bnng l^h /rutf . ijiit^o^^|)^f^£ti5n. , . . 

Between the obje^s of favour, however^ 
in thQtyvo 5a^,;.t;her^ ?pdffts. a vejry itilpcar-* 
t^nt4iSerenjce.. Tj'tyq i^ant 13 UEK^on/cioiis, 
fenfele^, ^fTive.; t k l^piows noCfits^becicH 
h&ox nor his piifpofesi, Choice: has no 
concern in its improvemenL Not io the 
^Mti»4n being addreffed by the GoiJ^U 
Him Go(J h^s created a moral agent; FrcwBL 
3 him 
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him God requires adive concurrence ; co* 
operation of the will manifefted by exer- 
tions of obedience. He does not hurry 
the man by arbitrary force from amidft 
the thorns and thiftles of iniquity. Come 
out from among them ^\it cries, and befepa* 
rate. Beftowing oti the helplefs individtfal 
adequate powers by the influence of his 
Spirit ; He commslnds hirti to exert them 
iand come forth. 

To remove an aged plant from the fo- 
reft, and to caufe it to flourifh in the gar- 
den, might be a tafk level to the fkill of 
the cultivator. But he gives the pffeference 
to a' younger fteto, whofe fibres are lefs 
firmly riveted in the foil, and lefs clofely 
interwoven with the roots of the cbatt- 
guoiis thicket. To plaick up the veteran 
finne.r, however deep he niay have ihot 
his roots downwards towards hell ; 'inrfjo 
^enable him to iSaurifliVli'ke a grfedh olive- 
tree itr the courts^ of thevhoiife of M$ God ; 
is an undertaking devoid of difficulty %Jb 
thtOftitkpotcnv Biit -v^^ fingular com- 
ipla(*tt4y-lie looks brf tfe-ofe',^ who have ire- 
ceSVed Him ?i%ttk guide of their ^th. 
Out of the mouth even of babes nndfuekUngSi 
'fleperfe&eih praifel ^ ' Advancing childhood 
receives ne^v^^ marks of Ms fcve. Come^ y^ 
JB b 3 children^ 
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children^ be cries by his Holy Spirit,, bcathn 
unto me; I will teach you the fear of tht 
Lord. Suffer little children^ exclaimed his 
beloved Son, to come unto me^ and forbid 
tbcm not; for offuch is the kingdim cf Gtuk 
In the Old Teftament U heard the gracious 
Admonition ; Remember thy Creator in the 
days of thy youth. And in the paflT^ge from 
the New which I have propofed for our 
confideration, a paifage ftridly connedtoi 
by the context with the fubjed of marriage, 
it is to young perfons that the promtfe; 
though pertaining tb all Chriftians, is pti^ 
marily addrefled : / will receive you^ and 
will be a Father unto you : and ye JhaH be 
tny fons atid daughters ^ faith the Lfird ^ 
mgbty. 

How is an intereft in this promife to be 
obtained ? By coming forth and h^ing fepa* 
rate from the pollutions of the world : by 
(leanfing ourftlves fr<m all fiUhinefs of fiejh 
and Spirit^ dXi^perfiSing hoUnefsjn ike fear 
pf God. 

In order to ^pply tbefe univerfU inftruc^ 
(ions to the efpeciji benefit of the young ; 
\ deffgn in the prefent and in th? fucceed^ 
ing difcourfe to point put the diftind beanr 
ings of fome of the principal Chriftian vijv 
mes pft the cb4r4<a;er8.a^d 4vtie§ of yo^th 
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in general, and^ as opportunities ^fe,,;bf 
each fex in particular* ^ - - 

. L The architeOr, whether purpofing to 
ire£t a cottage, or a palace, or a temple, 
provides for the lafety of the fixture fit* 
perftrufture by devoting his firft care, to 
the folidity of the foundation. In youth, 
as in every other period of life, the foun-^ 
dation of every Chriftian excellence is 
piety: a fervent love of God habitually 
fubmitting itfelf to the guidance of his law. 
Wherewith Jhall a young man cleanfe his 
n»ay P By taking heed according to thy word, 
yqfiab did that which was right in thejigbt 
of the Lord) and declined neither to the right 
hand nor to the leji. Why ? For while he 
was yet young he began tofeek after the God 
of Davids his father [a). Why had the 
young men whom St. John addreifed been 
enabled to overcome the wicked One? Becaufe, 
adds the Apoftle, the word of God abidetb in 
you. Youth is the feafon of ardent affec- 
tions. Shall the heart be warm in its at- 
fachment to earthly relatives and affociates : 
and cold towards your heavenly Father, 
your kindeft friend ; cold to Jefus Chrift 

, . {a) Pf. cxix. 9. ^ Ciiron. zxxiv. 2, 3. 

-_ B b 4 who 
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who 4ied for jod» and istuoi a/bamcitet 
colt you brethren ? Youth is the feafon v^lico 
the perception of delight is the moft lively, 
^ba^Uyou be penetrated ii!(Uh a feeliag of 
obligation) with leader epotions of grati- 
tjudb, .fpwar^a an earthjy beoefa^or; and 
Ximtbanjcful to J^iiu ^hogipctb ywalltbingi 
rifklja tQ,, enjoy J Ygu^h ia. the feafon of 
f^reogth: and, alacrity. ShaU the fluggiih 
fpirit, theinadivefeeblenei^iOf age be feeu 
jealous in labours for the glory of God ; 
a^nd fhall you be torpid as to his fervice ? 
Youth is the feafon of inexperience. Shall 
you be earned in the purfuit of hunxao, 
l^howledge, obedient to human counibl; 
and negligent of the light which Jehovah 
Jias revealed^ that it may h^a lantern to your 
]^atby of that univerfal wifdom which is 
given by injpiration from ffiniy and is able 
to make you wife unto falvqtion through faith 
tffhich is in Chrift ^efus? Youth^ vieiyed 
vith a reference to the protraded term of 
mortal life, poffefles the fruits of but a 
Ihort period for grpwth in grace. If t|he 
faint of an hundred years looks back from 
his deathbed with regret and felf^abafemeut 
on his progrefs in the qualifications bjr 
which he is to be rendered meet to be a 
partaker of the ioheritance of the faints in 

light; 
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Ifght: do yotti whofe prbgrefs is as "yet 
cofhparatively fmall,you whofe career may 
to-morrow terminate in the grave, linger 
and loiter and trifle on your way ? 

II. Under the preceding head was in- 
cluded reverent acquiefcenee in the doc-» 
trines and the commandments. of the word 
of God. Hence the mind naturally pro- 
ceeds to the fubjeift of docility under hu- 
man inftrudion. 

To' parents, as inftnidlors, the place of 
pre-eminence is afligned. Hear the inftruc^ 
tton of thy father ; and forfake not the law 
of thy mother. For they Jhall be an orna- 
ment of grace unto thy head^ and chains about 
thy neck (^). In the parent are united in 
a degree not to be paralleled in the cafe 
of any other earthly fuperior, authority 
and afFedkion : authority eftablifhed on pe- 
culiar foundations ; and affedion impelled 
by peculiar motives to temper the exercife 
of conimand, and fo to guide the reins as 
to render controul productive of the higheft 
attainable benefit to the individual under 
fubjedion. But according to the general 
prder of nature, with the ancient is wifdom^ 

{h) Prov. i. 8, 9. 

and 
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and in length of days is underftanding [c). 
Men live not for themfelves alone. The 
aged in the viciflitudes of their pilgrimage 
have coUefted experience for the young. 
Such is the appointment of Providence. 
Let youth refpe£t the wifdom and the mercy 
of the appointment. It is good for a man 
that be bear the yoke in bis youtb (^Z). To 
tbofe wbo have the rule over you whether 
it be to watcb for your fouls as tbey that mufi 
give account} or to impart their acquifitions 
in literature, in fcience, in profeffional (kill, 
in the arts and the tranfadlions of life ; 
render, to each according to his ftatioa and 
office, the deference which is due. To 
God alone be infallibility afcribcd. But 
remember that the ground-work of im- 
provement is a teachable fpirit. Diftruft 
yourfelf. Welcome with refpcdful atten-p 
tion the advice of your feniors: fponta- 
neoufly feek counfel from their better 
judgment. Your contemporaries in age^ 
however amiable their difpofitions, how- 
ever promifmg their talents, are expofed 
by youth to thofe very delufions by which 
your own opinions are likely to be mifted^ 
by 'which the eyes pf your elders may-pcJ 

{^) JoN -^'ii- I?- {^) Lament, iii. 27. 

longer 
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longier lie dazzled. f)n what aooowat did 
the ten tribes revolt from Rehoboam ? B&- 
caufe k^ forfook the counfd of the old men 
that had Jleod before Solomon bis father ; 
and anfwcred after the advice of the young 
fnen that were brought up with him {e). 
When your monitors kindle not with the 
admiration with which you gaze on the 
obje^ before you ; when they rate it at a 
value far inferior to that with which your 
fervid fancy has arrayed it ; fay not to 
yourfelf ; *' Their feelings; are chilled and 
** deadened by time. Their underftand* 
** ing is darkened by the mifts of years^ 
^' They are no longer competent to appre- 
** ciate the fatisfaftions within my reach, 
** the gratifications belonging to the prime 
** of life." If, in the fulnefs of felf-fuf- 
jBcicnt confidence, you refufe them credit 
for fuperiority in wifdom : recoiled at leaft 
jthe obvious advantages under which they 
exercife their judgement. They have trod- 
den th^ length of the paths, on which you 
are bpt sbout to enter. They have tried 
by experiment the attainments, concern- 
ipg which you decide only from fpecula- 
fipn. 

(e) 2 Chron. xx. 6, &c. 

m.Clofel7 
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■ III. Clofely allied with the Chrifti^n ob- 
ligation of docility under the inftru£tion of 
friends who are advanced in life, \^ the duty 
of habitual reverence for age. Tboujbait 
rife up before the hoary head^ and honour 
the face oj the old man : I am the Lord. Te 
^ young^erfubmit yourf elves unto the elder (f). 
When Timothy was commiffiotied by St. 
Paul 10 correct with epifcopal control the 
difordersfubfifting in the church at Ephefas; 
mark the tendernefs which he was com- 
manded to exercife in checking the faulty 
proceedings of a fuperior in age : Rebuke 
not an elder : but intreat him as a father; 
and the elder women as mothers. Againfi 
an elder receive not an accufation but before 
two or three witnejfes {g). If fuqh was to 
be the conduct of Timothy, when invefted 
with judicial authority over the aged : what 
ought to be your conduft ? How repug- 
nant to the injundions of the Holy Ghoft, 
how abominable in the fight of God, is 
contemptuous negledl in^ behaviour to the 
old ! What detettable enormitv refts on the 
head of thofe, who convert the infirmities 
of age into a fubjedl of derifion ! If to- 

(/) Lev. XIX. 32. 1 Pet. V. 5. {g) I Tim. v. 

I, 2. 19. 

ward^ 
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wards ai\y aged individual riegl.eft or de- 
rifion be thus heinous: what is the (in of 
* thofe who defpife or deride a pareiit '?' '^e 
eye that motieth at bis father:^ and difptfeth 
to obey his mother; the ravens 'of tht valley 
JhoU pick it out J and the- young eagles Jhall 
eat it. What is thefirfi tbrnma^dment "nmiti 
promife \h) ? Honour thy father and thy 
mother. ^ Obferve the impartial equility 
with wbich the command extends it&jpro- 
teftion and confirms its privileges to each 
of your parents. Withlii the fcope of rfiis 
command, all periods^ fituations, iiiA cir- 
cumftances are comprifed. But the Spirit 
of God does not fend you forth to the dit- 
charge of filial duties without an injunc- 
tion immediately referring to the cafe of 
aged parents. Hearken Unto thy father that 
begat tbee^ and defpife not thy mother when 
Jbe is old (/). Conformable to ihis injunc- 
tion is the admonition of the fon of Sirach 
'^'-Orieve not thy father as long as he liveth. 
And if bis underflanding fail^ have patience 
with him : and defpife him noty when thou 
art in thy full Jlrength {k). Suftain the 
trembling fteps, fupply the waning facul- 
ties, of the protestors who upheld thee 

{h) Prov. XXX. 17. Epb. vi, 2. (i) Prov. xxlii. 22. 
(i) Eccrus. Hi. 12, 13. 

while 



^82 On the Cbrijlian 

*wbile tottering in infancy, and pond^i^d 
by day and by night for thy good^ wbed 
thou kneweft not thy right hand from thy 
If ft. If thy career be prolonged } then 
alfo (halt be old. Thou (halt lean on the 
arm of duty : thou ihalt call on affedUofl 
to fmooth thy paths* 

IV. The obligations to be coniidered vel 
the next place may be ranged under the 
comprehenfive head of felf-goTemmeot; 

The fupports of felf-govemmcnt are, 
firft, fobermindednefs ; fecopdiy, the haUt 
of forbearance. 

Sobermindednefs, or fobriety, implies &e 
difpaflionate contemplation of objeOis db- 
veiling them of falfe brilliancy and undue 
importance. On the youth of each fex^ i» 
particularly obnoxious to delufton through 
warmth of paflion, vividnefs of imagination, 
and the fpecioufnefs of new attradHons^ 
the duty of fobermindednefs, enjoined on 
every age, is diftindlly iinprefled by Sc» 
Paul. ^each young ^ofncn to be /ober4 
Young men likewife exhort to be fober^ 
minded {I). To youth alfo, in common 
with their feniors, the general exhfortation^ 

(/) Tit. K. 4. 6. 

to 
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to fobriety, with which the. word of God 
^abpundS) are direded.. Sobermindednefs 
le^ids to felf-gOYernment by reftifying the 
judgement, and exercifing through the me- 
dium of the refilled judgement, a chaftKing 
influence pyer the affedions. If the youth- 
ful Chriftian is commanded ttot to love the 
worlds nor the things that are in the world; 
how nluqh more reafonable in his appre- 
henfioa is the mandate; how. much lefs 
eager wiU be his attachment to the lujl rf 
thefiejh and the luji of the eye^s and the pride 
of life^ when his underftanding is opened 
and his heart fobered by the refledion that 
the world pajfeth away and the luJl thereof 
but be .who doetb the will of God abidetb 
for ever {ni)! How much more cheerfully 
will be turn from the things which arefeen 
to purfue the things which are not feen ; 
when his foul is penetrated with the con- 
viflion that the things which are feen are 
temporal^ but the things which are not feen 
are eternal [n) I 

The tranfaftions of every day are ex- 
emplifications of the power of habit. No 
circumftances are fo trifling, none fo mo- 
mentous, as ;o be below or above its in- 

(m) John, 11. 15. 17- («) 2 Cor. iv. i8. 

fluence. 
6 
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Ulience* IPJo 'ftep witHin the abilfty of m^ifl 

Is (b eafy,' or To difficult, as liot to Ke et 

feritially retarded or advanced by the op^ 

ptlfition or the co-operation of cuftoniary 

pradice. Of all humail aftaitiments, felf- 

gbvernment is the moft arduous. Better 

h be that ruleth bisJP'tt^it, thah he that tdketb 

a city. Yet arduous as ititiay be, to falva- 

tioh it IS indifpehfable. Is it ttidti 4 mattW 

of irrdifference whether the aid of liabft 

bt cultivated, Of defpifed : wBcther haWt 

be fecured^s a faithful ally, or cotiTefted 

into an obfttnate ifoe ? Is not IrJfbit eqtutllf 

potent to ftrengthen you in forbearance 4§ 

in adion.? Behold the' adTaotage which^ 

the chtldrert of this Veorld derive firoftt the 

affiftance of habit in bridling their pa£Boiis,^ 

in reftraining their tongiies, in reducing 

their very geftures and looks under fub^ 

ordination. Will not you feek the fataft 

aid for nobler ends? Is it not your *<ri(i^ 

dom, is it not your duty, to make a coiytr 

nant with your eyes^ and with the thoughts 

of your heart ^ univerfally tb keep under 

your body and bring it into fubjeRion ; fiay 

even to refrain on many occafions firbtn' 

innocent indulgences for the very purpofe 

of forming and upholding that habit of 

forbearance, whbfe power, when confirmed, 

• 
li 
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k in the hands of divine grace of fuch fig- 
nal efiGcacy in fupporting you agaiijft tempt* 
ation ? 

The importance and the right applica- 
tion of a fteady principle of felf-govern- 
metit may be illuftrated by an examination 
of its bearings on various Chriftian duties. 

A fanguine temperament ; buoyant fpirits; 
want of familiarity with viciflitudes, obfta- 
cles, and difappointment j confpire to hurry 
the young into levity, impatience, haftinefs, 
petulancej and impetuofity. Gravity is 
deemed ftupidity : caution, fearfulnefs. 
Delay becomes intolerable ; oppofition, 
grievous* Behold a fcene for the exercife 
of felf-government. By gentlenefs towards 
others, by firmnefsof command over your- 
felf, by ferenity, by kindnefs of temper, by 
patient acquiefcence, prepare yourielf to 
remain unruffled amid the trials of life. 
If the veffel is incapable of regulating its* 
courfe under the fhifting gales and fluc- 
tuating tides, which await its early de- 
parture from the harbour ; how fhall it 
ftem the waves and blafts of the middle 
ocean, ? \ 

Temperance difplays a fpacious field for 
felf-government. Who hath woe? Who 
bath forrow ? Who hath contentions f Who 
hfib babbling ? Who hath wounds without 

Vol. IL Ct caufe ? 
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cat^^ ? Who bath rednefs of eyes f They thai . 
tarry long at the whre. The maft con- 
firmed abominations of excefs arife from 
fmall beginnings. Are you temperate? 
There was a time when the habituil 
drunkard Was as temperate. Would you 
ftand faft in temperance ? Would you 
be pfeferved from the additional enormi- 
ties^ the fucceffive ftages of profligacy, to 
which intemperance inftigates arid hurries, 
its vlaim ? Abftain ffdm the confines, from 
the very appearance of evil. Place the 
reflraint on the defire. Look not tbou upm' 
the wine when it is red^ when it giveib itr 
colour in the cup. At the lajl it bitetb Ukt 
a ferpent^ and Jlingetb like an adder [o). 
Keep the natural appetite for food under 
uniform difcipline* Every appetite, horw- 
ever natural, however ufeful or requifite, 
encroaches and enfnares. Take heed to 
your/elves^ lejl at any time your hearts be 
overcharged with furf citing (^). To glut- 
tonous men their belly is their God. Ab- 
hor faftidioufnefs of tafte, and a folicitous 
preference of one kind of viands to ano- 
ther. - Meats for the belly ^ cries St. Paul : 
but I will not be brought under the power 
of any [q\ Take no thought^ fays your 

(o) Prov^ xxiii. 29-3*. (^) Lake>xxi. 54, 

(?) tCjor. V. 12, 13. ^ 

Ldrd, 
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Lord, what ye Jhall eat^ and what ye Jball 
drink : for after tbefe things do the G€ntiles 
feek (r). That critical acutenefs of palate, 
that fcientific infight into the compofitida * 
and qualities of meats and drinks^ \xt whicb 
modern pupils of Gentile principles make 
their boaft, is difgraceful to a Chriftian at 
any period of life, and fingularly difgrace* 
ful to the young. 

Moderation is temperance extended from 
the gratifications of the palate to every 
other worldly indulgence, accommodation, 
and purfuit. Let your mqderation be known 
unto all men : the Lord is at hand (s). In 
this emphatical precept, which as relating 
to a leading branch of felf-government, 
advances claims particularly forcible to the 
obedient attention of youth, the firft obje<9: 
to which the mind is called, is the duty en*^ 
joined ; moderation. Confider its nature* 
Guard againft prevailing miftakes on the- 
fubje£t* Not to be immoderate is not 
mjodcratiou. To abftain from intemper-^ 
ance is not to be temperate. Not to be 
intemperate is a negative abftinence from 
fm* To be temperate is the pofitive prac-- 
tice of virtue. Between that abftinence 
and this practice, how broad is the feparar 

(r) Matth. vi. $T, $z^. (/) PWUpp. Iv. 5. 

G c a tion ! 
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tion! Apply tliis example. How oftea 
do men take credit to themfelves for mo- 
deration, when they ought to take fliame 
for the want of it : ei'edit for not proceed- 
ing fo far as others-, inflead of fhame for 
proceeding farther thaa the genuine fpirit 
of Chriftianity allows. The fource of the 
delation is obvious, .They compare them- 
felves with others; not with the word of 
God. Be it your care to judge by the 
true ftandard. If the habits of perfons in 
your ftation, however moderatje the indi- 
viduals may be deemed by the world, would 
prove, immoderate whei^i brought to. the 
teftpf Scripture { how fliall you ftand guilt- 
lefs, if, with the bible. in your hands^ you 
follow them.?;;TJie fneafpre of the duty in 
every inftanqC: bt^ing thus afcertained ; at- 
tend tQthe matirter in which the duty is to 
b.e difcharged. Let your moderation be Aiiown 
unfa qll met\. Mark the energetic import 
of the terms,.. It is by no means fufficient 
th^t your own confcience, after a folemn 
and fcrutmifing appeal to the word of 
God, pronounces you moderate. Your 
moderation muft be known; unoftenta- 
tioufly but decidedly known. There muft 
be no opening left for equitable doubt. 
Your cond.uft muft be unequivocally fucji, 
. . both 



Char osiers of Youth. 3%t; 

Tsoth in its general tenor and in each* par-^: 
ticular inftance, as to exclude all fubftan- 
tial ground for uncertainty as to your mo- 
deration. And to whom is your moderar 
tion to be thus known ? To your friends 
and neighbours ? Unto all men. Its cha- 
radlers muft be fo confpicuqufly imprefled 
upon every part of your proceedings, that 
even a ftranger could not reafonably fufpe(9: 
its reality ; that all who poflefs if it be 
but a flight knowledge of your condition 
?ind circumftances, fhall be conftrained by 
irre()iftible evidence to fay within their 
hearts ; " This man lives under the Chrif-^ 
" tian influence of moderation/' " But wiU 
*' not our moderation," you reply, " be nvif- 
^' judged by the worldly-minded a« narrow- 
" nefs of fpirit, as parfimony, or even as 
*' pride ?'* Very probably. The mifconcep- 
tion however is the concern of thofe who 
misjudge. You have done your part. To 
do lefs than your part, becaufe others may 
misjudge your conduct, would be to ris- 
gard man more than God* " But will not 
" Ghriftian moderation make us Angular ?'* 
On many occafions afluredly. Let not your 
heart be troubled. Be f^ngular : not for the 
fake of Angularity, but of moderation, 
J^ever be, Angular for the fake of being 
C c ;^ Angular ; 
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fiognlar: never^flirink from being fingular 
for the -fake of being virtuous. If you aw 
fingular becaufe you remain in the path of 
duty while others have deviated from it ; 
it is they who have left you, not you who 
have left them. Let not your heart be 
troubled. Carry on your view to the mo- 
tive, by which the duty of moderation, 
of decided and avowed and confpicuous 
xnoderation, is enforced. The Lord is at 
band. Behold herd the grand encourage- 
ment to fober-mindednefs and forbear- 
ance ! Behold here the grand fupport un- 
der Angularity and contempt ! The fafhibn 
of this world pafleth away. Superiority 
will fhortly be levelled, gratification ex- 
tinguiftied, poffeffioA terminated, by death. 
After death cometh the judgement. As to 
the fadt, though not as to the degree, of 
future bleffednefs or mifery, judgement but 
promulgates the fentence irrevocably fealed 
by death. The Lord is at hand to deter- 
mine your everlafting doom : to receive hia 
faithful foldier into glory, or to confign 
his irreclaimable enemy to perdition. The 
end of all things is at hand : be ye therefore 
fober^ and watch unto prayer. 

There are two fubjefts, commonly fc-. 

ducing to youth, to which the preceding 

-• -■• ■ " fe* 
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]fefle(3:ions on moderatioa may briefly bq 
applied ;. drefs, and amufements. 
- The minds of young men are engage4 
by the concerns of life, in employment 
flio.re ferious and lefs frequently iniermitted 
than the occupations which belong to their 
contemporaries of the westker fex. And 
while women are lefs expofed than men to 
the aflaults of the ruder pafljons ; the ad- 
vantage is counterbalanced by a greater 
liability to temptations connefled with per^ 
fonal appearance. Hence perhaps it is that 
the wifdom of God addrefles the female 
fex with feparate and emphatical admoni- 
tions. / will that women adorn them/elves 
in modejl apparel with Jhamefacednefs and 
fobriety^ not with broidered hair^ or gold^ or 
pearls^ or coftly array : not the outward 
adpf^ning of plaiting the bair^ of wearing of 
goldy or of putting on of apparel (/). If the 
tcUiperate ufe on fome occafions of the 
modes of ornament here fpecified be re*» 
cognifed as conliftent with the fpirit of 
the injundlion ; no fuch confiftency can 
•be allowed to a needlefs indulgence, or 
a vain delight, in any kind of (hewy . 
or expenfive decoration. And foppery or' 
poftly array in young men is even more 

-r G c 4 crimiral 
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criminal than fimilar difregard of fcriptural 
precepts in young women. From both 
fexes, unobtrufive (implicity in drefs, and 
rcfolute oppofition to extravagance, and to 
every fafhion, however prevalent, which 
borders on indelicacy, are indifputably re- 
quired. To both fexes has Jefus Chrift 
iifued the mandate ; Take no thought what 
ytjhall put on. To both fexes has he de- 
clared that to be folicitous concerning drefs 
was one of the charadleriftics of the linful 
Gentiles. Remember that it is the prin- 
ciple, not the nation, which conftitutes the 
heathen. Remember too that, if fin in- 
duced the necefEty of clothing ; to be vain 
of our habiliments is indeed to glory in 
ovxjhame. 

Amufements, fmful in their own nature, 
or bringing with them temptations dan- 
gerous to young perfons in general or to 
yourfelf in particular, many virtues com- 
mand ypu to renounce. Moderation ad- 
vances a ftep farther in the path of forbear- 
ance ; and requires you to exercife reftraint 
as to indulgence in blamelefs amufement. 
She pronounces that amufement transformed 
into bufinefs, becomes fin. She warns you 
that with moft amufements the fedu£tions 
of vanity are blended ; that with all, the 

fnarcs 
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fnares of indolence are interwoven. She 
bids you contemplate the irkfomc vacuity, 
into which they, to whom a particular re* 
<:reation has been rendered habitual, arc 
plunged when it is cafually precluded. 
She tells you that in whatever proportioa 
the time beftowed on any amufement is 
too great ; exactly in the fame proportion 
too little is affigned to fome occupation of 
duty. She tells you that unlefs by unU 
form felf-command, and occafional fel£- 
denial, you retain the complete maftery 
over yourfelf as to innocent indulgences; 
it is impoilible that you fhould withftand 
with eafe, it is improbable that you ihpuld 
adually withftand, the allurements of re- 
prehenfible gratifications. It is the Un- 
happinefs of many perfons, efpecially of 
the female fex, to experience fuch an edu- 
cation, to be accuftomed at home , no lels 
than abroad to fuch difcourfe and fuch 
examples, as to be led to regard amufc- 
ments as a fea of pleafures, by navigating 
of which they are to be repaid for the 
thraldom of fchools and inftrudlion* O 
wretched ignorance of human duties ! O 
miferable eftimate of the objeds of human 
cxiftence ! If at any time you feel a fenfa- 
tion of painful difappcintment when pre* 

vented 
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Tented from partaking in fonae expeded 
amufement ; be aflured that your heart 
rates amufement at too high a value. A 
child is excu fable, when the butterfly whi<^ 
it was on the point of feizing eludes its 
grafp. Let the well-inftruded Chriftian 
be fober ; and confider things indifferent, 
with indifference. 

There remains yet one fubjedl, vrith re^ 
fpeft to which fcif-government muft be 
exemplified ; purity. - 

Purity commands you to fiec youthful 
lujis [u\ under whatever form, and in 
whatever degree, they may prefent thepj- 
felves ; and to renounce all incitements to 
fin, all fociety, all fcenee, all books, all.dif- 
courfe, which tend to inflame the |)aflSons 
or to pollute the imagination. No uncltan 
per/on — ponder well the fcriptural compre- 
henfivenefs of the term — No unclean perfon 
Jball inherit the kingdom of God (at). 

Purity claims alfo the regulation of the 
demeanour and condu£l of young perfons 
towards thofe of the other fex. 

It was even on Timothy, the eminently 
virtuous Timothy, that St. Paul preffed the 
admonition, to treat the younger 'women as 

(«) 2 Tim. ii. 22. (x) GaL v. 7. 1 Cor. vi. 9, 
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/ijlersy ^Itb alt purity. The pbrafe impiies 
hot only a coofcientious abhorrence of every 
adion, of every word, which is an offencfc . 
againft the feelings of nvodefty ; but a fcru- 
pulousabftinence fromindifcfeet familiarity, 
a guarded forbearance from unbecoming le- 
vity, a cautious avoidance of every pro* 
ceeding likely to impair thq habit of delv* 
cate propriety. If fuch are the obligations 
incumbent on young men ; what circum* 
fpe£t referve, what fanftity of manners, 
does God require from women! Let each 
fex be aware that, by ftudied affiduities and 
particular attentions, to entrap through mo- 
tives of vanity or felfiftinefs the afFeftibns > 
of another, is among the moft cruel fpecies 
of Jobbery and fraud. Let them fo regu- 
late their deportment as tacitly to prevent ? 
or to remove mifconceptions on the part 
of thofe, who may groundlefsly deem 
themfelves objefts of efp^cial regard. With 
equal care, with an equally firm convidion 
of duty, let them watch over their bofoms, 
that their own afFedions be not haftily 
feized. If in the commoneft tranfadions 
of life the glory of God is to be the ruling 
principle of a Chriftian ; is that principle 
to be difmifled, is it to be poftponed, in 
fhe moft important engagement, marriage ? 

8 Shall 
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Shall the blcfling of the Lord of all accom- 
pany a contrad, in which his honour is 
flighted, his approbation held of fecondary 
importance? Do you feek the glory of 
God? Do you hope for his blefling? 
Cherifh not a thought of being united to 
another in marriage, until you'have folid 
grounds for deliberate belief that the indi- 
vidual in queftion is a true fervant of Chrift : 
a fervant of Chrift not in the loofe accept- 
ation of the terms prevalent in a carelefs 
world, but in that comprehenfive and 
fcriptural import which they fhall be found 
at the laft day to have involved. If per- 
fonal attradions, or amiable manners, or 
lucrative or fplendid connedions, prepon- 
derate in your heart ; you are the flave of 
engaging features, or of alluring manners, 
or of intereft, or of ambition ; not the fer-* 
vant of Jehovah. Hear the voice of God 
prohibiting his chofen people from mar- 
riages with idolaters. Hear St. Paul com- 
manding Chriftians to marry only in the 
Lord [y). Hear him, in the very paflage 
which is the foundation of the prefent 
difcourfe, commanding them 7tot to be yoked 
unequally with unbelievers. Whatfellowjhip^ 

0') I Cor. vli 39y 

he 
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lie exclaims, hath rigbteaufnefs with un^r 
rigbteoufnefs P Wbat Communion batb light: 
with darknefs ? Wbat concord hath Cbri/ir 
with Belial? Wbat part bath he that ieh' 
lievetb with an infidel? Let it ctot be fup^^ 
pofed that the energy of tliefe* words re-/ 
fpeds merely the cafe of a Ghriftian about ^ 
to marry a heathen or a fceptic. It r«-. 
fpe£ts the cafe of a Ghriftian meditating! 
marriage with any perfon whom God re- ; 
gards as not a Ghriftian ; a perfon who like 
the covetous man^ or the glutton, being en» 
flaved to fome habit of unrighteoufnefs, h 
ftamped by the Scriptures an idolater] a: 
perfoa wtio lives not unto Ghrift, and theife- 
fore has no efficient faith in Chrift ; a per- 
fon whofe heart, idolifing the world, is 
cold and formal as to genuine religion, 
Refled: too on the danger which would 
neceffarily enfue to your own principles 
no lefs than to your happinefs, from an 
union with a partner not truly religious : 
and you will confefs that on this as on 
every occafion intereft moves hand in hand 
with duty. Guard then your affedions 
againft fudden and premature impreffions. 
Look primarily to the religious character 
of the individual towards whom you feel 
a dawning of regard. Weigh circumftances 
I with 
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with prccifioh : weigh them under a lively 
fenfe of your predifpofition to fee all tilings 
with a favourable eye. - If attachment in- 
finuating itielf'into the bbfom lias been 
permitted to make progrcfe, ere you dit 
cover that its object is in the primary qua- 
lification defedive ; how diftreffing is the 
alternative of relinquifhing your profpeds 
at the expence of a bitter facrifice, or of 
perfifting at the rilk of your prefent and 
eternal welfare ! But if you (hrink from 
the facrifice, you do not love God above 
all. In making it, whatever you fuffer, you 
fuffer as a Chri/iian ; you fuffer for rigbte-^ 
oufncfs" fake. In fuch fufierings bUJfed arc 
you. AOl thus in all things, and you (hall 
be bleflfed for ever. 
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SERMON XIX. 

On the Chriftian Charaders of Youth. 
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Come out from among them^ and be yefepa'^ 
rate^ faith the Lord^ and touch not the uH-^ 
" clean thing : and I will receive you^ and 
will be a father unto you^ andyefball be 
myfons and daughters^ faith the Lord AU 
mighty^ Having therefore thefe promifes^ 
dearly beloved; let us cleanfe ourf elves 
from allflthinefs offlejh andfpirit^perfcEl'^ 
ing holinefs in the fear ofGod^ 

^HE Chriftian graces of piety, docility, 
and reverence for age, together with 
the leading obligations into which felf- 
government is ramified, were ihveftigated 
in the preceding difcourfe with efpccial 
regard to their influence on the conduct of 
youth. May the guidance of the Holy 

Spirit 
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Spirit dired, and His bleffing profper^ our 
inquiries into feveral branches of duty, 
which remain to be examined with a fioii- 
lar reference. 

V. With felf-government difcretion is 
intimately connedked. Each borrows aid 
from the other, and lends reciprocal aflift* 
ance. If, in proportion as difcretion in- 
fluences the charader, the path is fmoothed 
for the exercife of felf-command ; in pro- 
portion likewife as fober-mindednefs and 
forbearance produce experimental eflfeds 
oa the condudt, the difcriminating powers 
of difcretion are ftrengthened, and the ex- 
ertion of them is rendered prompt, cafy, 
and determinate. To give to the young man 
difcretion^ was an object which occupied the 
heart of the wifeft of men. Myfon^ keep 
found wifdom and difcretion . Difcretion fhail 
preferve tbee^ and floall be life unto thy foul. 
Let the aged teach young worneti to be dif 
crett. I will that the younger women give 
none occafion to the adverfary to fpeak r^- 
proachfully [a\ Such are the precepts of 
the Mod High. Difcretion neither recom-* 
mends immoderate fufpicion j nor en- 

. (fl) Prov. i. 4* 11. II. ill, 21, 22, Tit. ii. J. i Tim. 

trenches 
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openQtfs; .norauthorife9.the fmaUe^ 
tion from the patl^.qf fincerity., But, ^ io^ 
eluding vigilant And cautious deliberadon^^it 
impofes a curb on the natural precipitance 
of the yOjUng:, requires them to. examine 
erelhey choofe ; tp xmderftand before they 
decide; to diftingqifli between <jualities in. 
fpme ppiptsTimilar; to prefer a fubftance 
to 1^ ihadow, an pnduring to a tranfient en- 
joyment, a great gopd though remote to a 
trifliag acquifuictn at hand. It regulates, 
words no kf& than actions; inculcates 
feafonable filence ; enjoins compofure oC 
deportment j>. upholds fereftity of mind.' 
How many unguarded fpe^^ches, how many 
rafh compliances, . how many unwife en- 
gagementSj how many difputes, mifcon- 
ceptions, offence^, and animofities, fubjed:s 
all of fubfequent and unavailing anxiety, 
would difcretiop have precluded ! How 
many wafted opportunities of prudent re- 
mark, of faluta|:y advice, of a<3:ive ufeful- 
nefs, would difcretion have feized ! Dit- 
cretion exacts a rational appropriation o£ 
time, and a judicious feledion ofemploy- 
mentSi It profcrifc>es noxious and trifling 
books; and, among the diverfity of im- 
proving ftudies, direds your ey<i to thofe 
Vol. IL Dd which. 
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which, accordmg to your ftation, promke 
the largcft portion of defirable fruit. It 
forbids cagcmefs and curiofityto cxhanft 
the powers of youth in boundkft cxcur- 
fions throughout the regions of learning : 
and inftruds you to liniit your purfuit to 
objcds not furpaffing your grafp by their 
number or by their magnitude. Again and 
again it founds in your ear the danger of 
evil communication : warns yqu that amiable 
feelings give no affurancc of religion : that 
illuring manners may veil a profligate 
heart : that wit compenfates not for vice, nor 
gay cheerfulnefs for indifference to piety. 
It reminds you that all the delight of the 
Pfalmift was in fuch as excelled in virtue; 
tliat he was a companion to them that feared 
'God) that men will form their judgement 
concerning you from the character of thofe 
With whom you aflbciate: and that, ac- 
cording to the natural propenfity of your 
heart to evil and the powerful contagion 
of corrupt example, an unfavourable judge- 
ment, if at prefent premature, will probably 
be verified. 

VL In the general dep6rtment and con- 

duft of fociety the young receive a peculiar 

m?afure of benevolent attention. Their 

"* ^ - ^ minds 
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minds too have not as yet forgotten early 
lelTons and kabits of compliance : nor loft 
the warmth of fanguine credulity ^midft 
protraded experience of hypocrify and 
felfifhnefs. Hence the Chriftian duty of 
benevolence urges its demands on youth 
with greater pofitive advantages, and in the 
face of fewer obftacks, than exift in ma- 
turer life. If the world, tolerant as it may 
be where age has chilled the feelings of 
fympathy, and caution chained the hand of 
•liberality, regards youthful malignity and 
youthful unkindnefs with deteflation : with 
what eyes fliall God, who pronounces the 
want of benevolence unchriflian in any 
period, behold it in the young ? Though- 
the relief of the diftreffcd by pecuniary al- 
fiftance, or by thofe comforts which money 
can purchafe, is fo far from conflituting the 
fubftance of benevolence, that you may ^^* 
JIqw all your goods^to feed the poor and be to- 
tally devoid of Chriftian charity; it is yet bne 
the fruits which true benevolence cannot 
but render. If any man bath this world^s 
goody and feeth his brother have necd^ and 
fiuttetb up his bowels of compajfion from him ; 
how dwelUtb the love of God in him {b) I 

(4) I John, ui. 17. 

D d 3 If 



404 OntbeCbfifltM 

If we aos all members ooe of another^ fe^*^ 
low-members of tiiat body of whith Cbryl 
is the bead: if td feed the hungry^ togive 
drink to the thirfty, to take ia the/ftrangcr, 
to clothe the naked^ to vifit the fick and 
the prifoner 9 is to miniftet to the neceffitiea 
of Chrift {c) : how dwelleth the lore t>f oiir 
Redeemer in ut, if we minifter noc to thoie 
whom He is not q/bamed to call bis. britbrenf 
whofe treatment he. confiders 'as expe-s 
rienced by himfelf^ To oeconomy as a 
branch of felf-govemment a flight ^lufiofl 
has recently been made* Let ccconomy 
now be regarded in a point of view.ftili 
more attradiye : let it be regarded as^tbe 
fountain appropriated to feed the ftream of 
beneficence. If we are diredked; to loot 
every man to tbe tbings of others : if thepoof 
man is commanded to work with bis bands^ 
that he may^bave to give to him that need* 
etb: JShall-not youth in eafy. circumftances 
fave that it may befto w ? Shall youth content 
itfelf with the renunciation of expenlive va- 
nities ? Shall it not delight to imppfe (ilence 
on many guiltlefs. defires ; to facrifice many 
lawful indulgences ; to reftri<3: within nar- 
rower -limits the portion of time employed 
in harmlefs but unneceflary occupations; 

{c) Matth. XXV. 35, Sec. 

that 



that by difpenfing bounty with a larget 
hand, by diffufing comfort owtt a wider 
circle of mifery,' it may gratify itfelf not 
merely in the ampkr exercifc of cbmpaf* 
fion; Jbut in more abundant manifeftations 
of love to its God and its Redeemer ? 

By the operatJoh of benevolence on the 
heart let the young be guarded againft that 
proneneis to entcfrtain faafty jealoufiee^ and 
ta form uncharitable opinions, to which^ 
aroidft the unexpedted dlfcoveries of evil 
in their aflbciates, they vi^ill be tempced. 
In contemplating thofe whom on the whole 
you difepprove, let the eye be no lefs open 
to medts than to failings. Let the failings 
of another teach you to meditate on your 
own oflfences. Univerfally difcreet, fami- 
liar exdufively with the good; be candid, 
imd courteous, and benevolent to all.- 

VII. Of youth one of the principal orna- 
ments is diffidence* With fome of the 
duties Steady inveftigated, particularly with 
docility -and reverence of age, diffidence is 
intimately joined. So extenfive however 
arc its bearings '©n th4^ chara^er, fo general 
is itS'iiw^o.ttaniie as a fafeg^ard to youthful 
virtue, tjiat its claims to feparate confidera- 
tion are not to be withftood. To be little 
P d 3 in 



4o6 On the Cbrijlian 

itt your own eyes ; to diflruft your own 
powers ; to deem humbly of your own at- 
mnmcnts; to feck for wifdom from' the 
experienced ; to honour all men ; in lowli- 
nefs of mind to efteem others better than 
yourfelf; to.dccline the haunts of tempta- 
tion ; to reprefs the failles of vanity ; to 
nip afTe^ation in the bud j to refift the 
fuggeftions of pride j to turn a deaf car to 
the perfuafions of ambition ; to rec0il from 
the Toice of flattery ; to receive bleflings 
with lively confcioufnefs of denierit j to 
refign them with thankfulnefs that they 
have been enjoyed fo long; thefe are 
among the leffons of diffidence. Plainnefe 
and modefty of apparel are indifpen&ble 
tokens of diffidence; So pronounces St. 
^Paul, when, in contradiftinftion to decora- 
tions confiding in gold and pearls andcoftly 
array y he direds that women^oxHA adorn 
tbemf elves with Jhamefac^dnefs [d) Diffi- 
dence is like wife infeparable from meeknefs. 
Their union is repeatedly prefuppofed in 
the injundions ^ of Holy Writ Thus 
when the female fex is warned by St. Peter 
againft a fondnefs for e5fterior embellilh- 
ments j the Apoftle, according to the di- 

. (</) i.Tim. ii.:9. 

vine 
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Trine wifdom flamped on every, page of the 
Scriptures, fubjoins : Let their adorning, be 
the ornament of a meek and quiet fpirit ; an 
ornament wbicb^ however undervalued| 
negleded, or defpifed by the world, is in 
the fight of God of great prici [e\ If low- 
linefs and humilityi if convidion of inhe« 
rent weaknefs, if gratitude for undeferved 
mercies, are requifite in every Chriftian: 
from every age and fex diffidence is re« 
quired.v If the obligation is to be ftrength- 
cned by confcioufnefs of inexperience : it 
weaver additional ties around youth. If ^ 
delicacy of frame and of mind, naturally 
predifpofing to diffidence, are efpecial in- 
dications of the divine will; then is the 
want of diffideiM^e peculiarly ofFenfive in 
young womea> The declared obje£t of 
the Scriptures with refped to the female 
fex is to f^rm a retiring charader. To be 
keeper, s of home ; to guide the hoiife ; to be 
obedient to their bu/bands ; to bring up their 
children; to unitey^^r, modeftand refpedlRil 
deference, with ckqfte converfation ; not to be 
idlers^ nor tattlers y nor bujy-bodies^ nor wan-^ 
derersfrom boufe to boufe ; thefe are an»oag 
jhefacred precepts defigned to imprefs and to 

(/) I Pet. lii. 4. 
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fuftain \U Againft that charader the pre- 
vailing fyftem of modem educjation aM 
modern proceedings- declares wan If the 
precept to be adorned with Jbamefac^dnefs^ 
when prefented to parents anxi ioibrudors, 
be received with paflive acquiefcence in- 
tending ao pradical regard; it experiences 
favourable treatment. More frequently it 
is encountered with a fmile of felf-com- 
placent fagacity, with open indifference, or 
with undifguifed contempt ; as an anti- 
quated injundion abrogated by eftabliihed 
cuflom, a maxim annulled as inconiiftent 
with the fuperior tafte and breeding of a po- 
liflied age. And the pupil who is unfortunate 
enough to betray fymptoms of a tendency 
to exemplify it, hears her conformity to a 
fcriptural model, her obfervance of a fcrip- 
tural duty, pronounced vulgarity and ig- 
norance of the world ; and is taught that 
the adorning which God has beftowed and 
enjoined is in the e)^es of enlightened- fa- 
ihion a blemifli and a difgrace. The leading 
concern of the greater number of thofe 
perfons, who as relatives or guardians have 
the fuperintendence of young wotnen, 
feems to be, firft, to train up the pupil in 
accompliftiments for the purpofe of difplay; 
and, afterwards, to pufh her forward into 

occafions 
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occafions coiittwed for difplayteg thcm^ 
, To aa thus w ftyled ^ domg jtiftice" to her ! 
If, from thefd leflbns and this difcipHnc 
fh^ (hould efcape with the feelings of diffi* 
dehce uhfubdued ; Ihe is configned to the 
influence of that general and unabafhed 
familarity, which conftitutes, in the appre- 
heniion of multitudes, the eafe and perfec- 
■ tion of modem manners. Remember, ye 
youngs the inftrudions of your God. Let 
not cuftom with her' c;ountlef$ wor- 
fhippers feduce . you to deem effrontery 
politenefs ; or to regard a Chriftian grace 
as dependent on the fandion of an idol. 
Come out. from among themy and be ye fe* 
pafate. 

But while diffidence is affiduoufly che- 
rilhed as no lefs in itfelf a virtue than as 
the ornament and guard of every other 
virtue ; let not- its nature befo mifconceived, 
its influence fo unwifely extended, as to 
rob the mind of felf-poffeffion. Amidfl: in- 
genuous humility, and retiring meeknefs, 
let ^ difcernment to perceive the track of 
duty, promptitude to enter it, perfeverance 
to abide in it, be unimpaired. Let not 
Chriflian modefty degenerate into falfe 
fhame. Be not afiamed^ when it concerneth 
thy foul. For there is ajhame that bringeth 
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Jin : and tbctc is ajbdmc wbicb is glory ana 
grace. Accept no per/on cgainfi thy foul; 
and let not the reverence of any man caufe 
tbee to fall. Be not tbou q/bamed of tbe law 
oftbe Mojl High. Be not tbou q/bamed tf 
tbe iejlimony of our Lord {f). Ridicule is 
the vceapon which the diffidence of youth 
is leaft able to parry. Take then to thy- 
felf tbe fjteld of faitb. That ftiield no 
dart of the wicked one can penetrate. 
Wben finners entice tbee^ confent tbou not. 
Follow not a multitude to do evil. Remember 
Him, who for thy fake bid not bis face from 
Jhame and [pitting^ endured tbe crofs^ defpifed 
tbe Jbame {g). Remember his awful de- 
nunciation : Wbofoever fhall he ajhamed \of 
me and my words ^ of him Jh all tbe Son of 
man be ajljamed wben he cometb in bis ovim 
glory and the glory oftbe Father (i&). Re- 
member the Apoftles of your Lord, who 
rejoiced that they were counted worthy to 
fufferfiamefor his name (/ j. As Cbri/l has 
fuffered for us ; arm yourfelf Ukewife ivitb 
tbe fame mind. If any manfuffer as a Chrif 
tiany let him not be ajhamed; but let bim 

(/) Eccl'us, IV. 20 — 22r \YCu 1, 2« 2 Tim. i- 8. 
(/) If. 1. 6. Heb. xii, 2. ^ {Jj\ Mark, viii. i%. Luke, 
ix. 26. (i) Acts, V. 41 » 

glorify 



glorify God on this behalf. Blejfed art thou 
when menjhall revile thee^ and fay all man-^ 
ner of evil, concerning thee falfely for the 
fake of Cbrift. Rejoice and be exceeding^ 
glad\i). Maintain not an unhallowed 
iilence, when evil is fet beforte thee. With 
meeknefs, yet openly and firmly, bear thy 
teftimony to the commandments of thy 
Redeemer, Confefs Him. before pien; 
that^ when Hejhall appear^ thou mayefl have 
confidence^ and not bie ajbamed before Him 
at Hi^ coming (/). 

V VIII. A duty whofe claims on youth arc 
particularly ftrong, whofe fphere embraces 
every duty already inculcated, finally pre- 
sents itfelf. This duty is Exertion* 

He that gatberetb in fummer^ is a wife 
fon {m). \i to require much from thoic 
to whom much has been committed be a 
rule of equity fo obvious, as to have efta- 
bliihed by the common confent of man- 
kind its authority over worldly tranfadions ; 
do you forget that God has promqlgated 
this identical rule as the criterion of your 
final doom ? The line of exertion traced 

(i) 1 Pet, iv- I. i6. Matth. v. ii. (/) i Johc, 

ii, 28. (m) Prov. x. 5. . 

out 
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out by the hand of duty for the youth o£ 
cither fex will be varied fay the. elevatioas 
and depreflions, and by 6very other variety 
of local circumftances, which diverfitiea of 
rank and (ituation introduce into that part 
of the map of life through which in dif* 
ferenc indances it is conduced. And 19 
all cafes the exertion of young womea will 
predominate in the unobirufive offices of 
domeftic life ; that of the robufter fex in 
the laborious cares of bufmefs. R/ejoice 
then, ye young, in your ftrength ; xejoice^ 
not that you have ftrength for toilfome 
difiipation [and fmful indulgence, but 
ftrength to dedicate to God : ftrength to 
fuftain the declining years and requite the , 
early folicitude of a parent ; flr«igth ta 
uphold a brother or a fifter tottering in the 
rugged paths of tribulation ; ftrength to 
fuccour a circle of relatives and friends in 
proportion to their refpeAive claims and 
neceffities ; ftrength to prove by adlive and 
diverfified ufefulnefs that you love your 
neighbour as yourfelf/; ftrength to fuperin* 
tend and guide in the fear of God a houfe- 
hold or progeny of your own } ftrength to 
labour in the difcharge of the duties at- 
tached to the ftation in which He who dif- 
pofes the lot of all men has ordained that 

*7 you 
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3fOU fhauld labour for Him. Rejoice, ye 
young : rejoice and glorify your Redeemer. 
Be not partakers of otter mens Jins : keep 
yourfelves pure. Bear fruit abundantly unto 
Chrift. Lay up treafures for life everlaft-* 
ing. Employ your unbroken vigour, your 
unclouded niinds, as infiruments of rigbteouf- 
mfsunto bolinefs ; inftruments for promoting 
the temporal and eternal welfare of your* 
fchf ^nd of all with whom you are con- 
ncQicd^ Be diligent in well-doing. Be 
not enfnared into a purfuit of trifles. Work, 
thou who art entering on the days of thy 
prime;, woifk for God and for man. Then, 
when thy Jitnbs tremble with age, and lan- 
guor creeps over thy frame ; then fhall 
thine heart be cheered with the remem- 
brance of paft exertion : then flialt thou 
blefs the grace of God, which difpofed ind 
enabled thee to bear with faithful perfe- 
verance the burthen and heat of the day* 
* In the Tubjefts which have occupied the 
present and the preceding difcourfe, you 
have contemplated, my youthful friends, 
the principal marks of that fcriptural cha- 
radler, for the attainment of which your 
God cbmmands you to come fortb and be 
feparate\{rotxi\\iQ world. Touch not the un- 
clean thing. A folemn and moft comprc- 

henfive 
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henfive injunOion ! You are furroundej 
by ' contagion* Contamination lurks on 
every fide. The olyeds which cuftom and 
example obtrude on your regard are too 
often like unto whited fepulcbres^ njobicb in^ 
deed appear beautiful outwardly^ but wtbin 
are full of dead mens bones and all uncliarih 
nefs. The paths which you are invited to 
tread lead among graves wbicb appear notj 
and the men tbat walk over tbem arc net 
aware of tbem. Linger not in the precincts 
of deftruftion. Sport not amidft the breath 
of infedion. Pity the wretched vifkims of 
corruption : but come out from among tbtin 
and be ye feparate. Such is the mandate ! 
Does the Father of mercies iflue a command 
unaccompanied with encouragement to 
obedience ? Never. What, in the prefent 
inftancc, is the encouragement ? I ivill re* 
ceive you^ and will be a Father unto you^ and 
ye foall be my fans and daughters^ filth the 
Lord Almighty. What though folly fhuts 
her doors againfl: your return ? My por- 
tals open at your approach. What though 
pride difclaims your friendftiip ? ' I will 
love you as a Father. What though the 
'world difowns you as her children ? Ye (hall 
be my fons and daughters, faith Jehovah. 
Within the fcope of this promife what blef- 

- '- flRg 
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fmg IS not comptifed ! To be refcued from 
the dominion of darknefs and tranflated 
into the kingdom of light; to be tranf- 
formed frdm enemies into fervants of the 
Mod High ; to be made objeds of love to 
Infinite Goodnefs; to be iheltered under 
the wings of Omnipotence ; to be guided 
by the fupcrintendence of Eternal Wifdom; 
to be waflied in the blood, fan£);ified by the 
grace j accounted as the brethren, of God's 
Incarnate Sonj to receive into, our hearts 
the Spirit of adoption whereby we cry^ Abba^ 
leather I to have the Spirit it/elf bear wit- 
nefs with our fpirit that we are the children 
of God; to be heirs of God and joint^heirs 
with Chrifi ; to rejoice under every earthly 
trial ^ttbjoy unfpeakable and full of glory in 
the hope of an incorruptible inheritance of 
blifs: thefe are among the privileges of 
the fons and daughters of the Almighty. 
Having therefore thefe promifes^ dearly be- 
loved; let us cleanfe ourfelves from allflthi- 
nefs offiejh and fpirit^ perfeStmg holinefs in 
the fe^r of God^ Mark the earneftnefs of 
affedionate entreaty with which the Apoftle 
animates you to labftur for the high prize 
of your calling. I fpeak^ he cries, almoft 
immediately before he delivers the words 
of the UxX^ I Jpeak as unto my children. 
*i Bev 
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Bear with me if I feel a portion of his 
earneftnefs. I /peak as unto my children. 
Shall thefe ftupendous mercies be propofed 
to you ia vain ? Whea the Lqrd of the 
univerfe, the God whofe favour conftitutcs 
the blelTednefs of angels and archatigeb^ 
firetches forth to you the arms of paternal 
love: do you recoil^ do youheAtate, do 
you loiter ? When Jefus the .Redeemer of 
mankind points to the crofs on which "he 
died for your offences, and theince dire^a 
your eyes to the raanfions in His Father's 
houfe : will you prove yourfelves dead to 
gratitude, blind to glory ? When the 
Spirit of fandificatioh is folicltous to ihed 
abroad the love of God in your hearts: 
will you refufe the grace of adoption, will 
you feal yourfelves the children of the de- 
vil ? Far be fuch infatuation ! Be you, 
like youthful Timothy, an example to bc^ 
lievers. Haften to range yourfelves under 
the ftandard of 'Heaven, Survey the pro* 
mifed recompenfe, the vidor's crown. But 
prepare your hearts for the warfare. Pre- 
pare to contend againft principalities and 
powers of darkncfs, againft the rulers of the 
darknefs of this worlds againft xht prince of 
this worldy the God of this world. Prepare 
to cleapfe yourfelves from all fikhinefs^of 
flefh and fpiric. The body of corruption 

muft 
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m^lt be kept under abfolute contit)!. The 
deeds' of the flefli m<ft be mortified; its 
affeflfions and lufts muft be crucified; The 
bapiiftnal vowflauft be fulfiifed. . The vain 
jitiaginatioiis of the heart muft be repref- 
i^^\ the malignant paflions quelled ; the 
arpirfng fchemes, the prefumptuous confi- 
dehce, the empty wifdom of iinhumbled 
fiature renounced. Every thought muft 
be brought into fubjedion, reduced under 
captivity to Chrift Jefus. There muft be 
no refer vc ; no bartering and trafficking for 
heaven ; no pretext of compenfation for 
one fmful habit by many afls of obedience; 
The furrender of the foul* to God muft be 
total. Not {oTs\t filthtnefs ^ but all fihliinefs 
muft be abjured : not all filthinefs of the 
jltjh only, but all filthinefs alfo of the^/V/V." 
The purpofe of cleanftngy the praftical aini 
of cleanfing, muft be univerfal. Nothing 
which pollutes in the eyes'bf God muft 
betorerated. Not only muft all filthinefs 
be deanfed away, hyx\ holinefs xiwi^ ht per^ 
fe&ed. A negative' chariafter \i unkriowd 
to- the Scriptures. If yc5u are anxious to be. 
purified from iniquity ; you'* ar6 anxious 
Jikcwife for pofitive acquifition?, for coil- 
tiaual progrefs in holittefs. F6Pi^ofe*afc*-i 
^uifinons m that prOgrefef, ^^oil^'SreinceJP 
Vol. II. Eie fantly* 
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fantly to labour. The pattern of .youi* 
Saviour is to dwell upon your mind* To 
transfer iqto your own difpofitions an en- 
cteafing portion of his Spirit ; to fonft 
your own condufl into a nearer and nearer, 
however diftant, refemblance pf his excel- 
lence ; to grow in grace, to add virtue to 
virtue, to prefs forward towards the m^rk, 
to furmount the remaining obftacles of fin, 
to break the bands which retard your exex* 
tions ; to be holy as Chrifl: is holy, perfedl 
as he is perfect ; to redouble your fpeed 
when you difcover yourfelf to have linger*- 
cd, your diligence when you perceive that 
you have been carelefs : behold the tenor 
of your life, if you are bent on perfeding 
holinefs. But who is fufficicnt for tbefe 
things ? No man. How then is holinefs 
to be perfeded ? In the fear of God. Fear 
God: and the diflSculties of a Chriiliaa 
courfe are no longer the fubjedt of de-^ 
fponding apprehenfion. The fear of God 
infures the prcfence of His all-fu£Gcient 
grace. The fear of God infpires lowlincfs ; 
but in working lowlinefs it creates confi* 
dence in Him who has promifed to uphold 
the humble. It fummons to unremitting 
fupplication : but teaches that He whom 
you fupplicate is mighty to fave. Go on 
4 then 
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then in thejlrength of the Lord : make vien^ 
tion of his right eoufnefs only. Pidure to 
yourfclves one of the children of this world 
grov^ti oidi in fin arid unconcern ; and 
throwing his eye backward over the gloom 
of wafted years. Behold the hand of hea- 
ven writing bitter things againjl him^ and 
caufing him to pojfefs the iniquities of his 
youth ! CaB he recall the day that is 
paft ? Can he ftretch forth the remnant 
of age to the meafure of his paft period 
of probation ? Will regret transform the 
fruits which he has borne unto fm into ac- 
cumulated treafures df holinefs ? Suppofe 
his heart broken and cjontrite. At what 
price would he not rejoice to purchafe the 
chance of thofe years, which Providence 
may yet have in ftore for you ! With what 
eagernefs of holy exertion, with what de- 
terminations of righteous perfevera^ce^ 
"Would he enter upon his new career 1 With 
what folicitude would he watch over his 
heart j with what humility would he reft 
on the grace of his Saviour; with what 
zeaj, would he labour for a lot in the inhe- 
ritance of the faints ! To him this defcrip-* 
tion is a fhadow\ Tt) you it may be a 
difplay of realities. Do what the aged pe- 
nitent would have done. Lofe not a mo-* 
£e.a ment» 
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ment. The fpan yet remainii\g to the 
aged penitent, fcanty as are the limits \^ith- 
in which the courfe of nature confines it, 
may be longer than that which you are 
to occupy. If yon procraftinate your dc- 
cifion ; he may be glorifying God in a 
Chriftian old age, when you have clofed in 
death an unchriftian youth. Hear the 
invitations of Jehovah ! Devote your- 
felves to that Mafter, of whofe fervice you 
never (hall repent. Choofe that good part ^ 
^wbicb Jfoall never be taken away from you. 
I anticipate the afpirations of your fouls. — 
"O God!, we defpife not thy promifes; 
*' we difregard not thy mercies. Incline 
*' us, enable us, to come forth and be fopd^ 
*' rate. Preferve us from tbe unclean thing : 
*' receive us to Thyfelf. Send down the 
" Spirit of thy grace to dwell with us, to 
^' guide our hearts in thy teftimonies, to 
" eftablifli our feet in thy paths. So (hall 
** wc be thy fons and daughters, O Lord 
*' Almighty ! We fliall reign with thee, 
" Jefus bur Redeemer ! We (hall rejoice 
** for ever befor thy ' throriej- Our Father 
*' which art in heaven !'* 
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Acts, xvi. 30. 
What muji I do to befavedf 



CUPPOSE a mariner Ihipwrecked on a 
- defert ifland to behold in the horizoa 
the blue fummits of a^ chain of mountains, 
which he knows to rife in a cultivated re- 
gion flourifhing with all the comforts of 
lifei To arrive at that happy land becomes 
the obje£l of his uncealing defire. But 
how is the objeifl to be attained ? Shall a 
(lender raft, fuch alone as in his deftitute 
condition he can fabricate, float him thither 
amid currents and winds and waves ? Some- 
times, in a n^oment of confidence, he per- 
fuades himfelf that his deliverance is within 
the compafs of his own ability. Soon he 
r^QQgnifes the feeblenefs of his powers, 
E e 3 the 
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the certain ineflScacy of his exertions ; and 
is ready to call on the focferf^ncj- woods rf 
his abode to fhield him from the lingering 
deftruftion which awaits him. Then he 
rears his fignals along the fhore, anxious 
if they may but win the notice of-^fome 
bark from a civilifed nation, .or even of the 
yagrant canoe of a favage j and thus procure 
for him a paffage to the haven where be 
would be^ or, IX leift, aflSftance on his way,^ 
and inftrudions how to accomplifh the re-, 
mainder of his courfe. Behold the pic- 
ture of a fmner felf-convidted of guilt, con- 
fcious of. impending judgement, aware of 
the poffibility of deliverance, ignorant of 
the method by which deliverance is tabc 
attained, and eagerly looking aroiindfor 
information and fuccour J 

What muji I do tobe favedf Such* was 
the queftion which the jailor at Philippi 
propofcd to Paul and Silas. Self-con- 
demned as a tranfgreflbr ; earned, like the 
ihipwrccked mariner, for cfcape ; and in 
one refpeft Angularly favoured, infomuch 
as by the terrors of the fupernatural earth- 
quake he was convinced that the way of 
falvation was to he learned from the very 
pcrfons whom he had recently thruft into^ 
the innermpft dungeon j he fervently im- 
. ^ ' plored 
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plored, in the few and moft carapr.ehcn- 
iive words, which the extremity of folici-^ 
tude infpired, the guidance of thefe mct- 
fengers of Chrift. We, no lefs than the 
jaiJvOrt are fully fatisfied that from the word 
of God, however it be conveyed ; from the 
xneffengers of Chrift, whether they fpeak 
to us in. perfon or in their writings ; the 
way of falvation is to be fought, Prq- 
pofing therefore that queftion, each of us 
forhimfelf, let us fir ft confider the anfwers 
w<hicb many who bear the name of Chrif- 
tiajis return ta it. And fecondly, let us 
fearch for the anfwer returned to it in the 
gcriptures. 

. I. What muji Ida to befaved? " Be de- 
•* cent," it ;is by forfie replied, " in your 
"life and converfation. Obferve with re- 
^Vgularity the eftabli (bed rites of public 
** worftiip. Be upright in your dealings, . 
f Maintain a refpe£table' charafter. In-^ 
" dulge not in any flagrant vice. A<3; 
V thiis, and yo^ will, have no caufe for ap- 
"^^ prehenfion. God is i God of mercy, 
^' He does not exped unreafonable fervice, 
,** He is not a rigorous mafter, an unjuft 
^^jndged He knows our ftrength,, or ra- 
^* tber our weaknefs : and he demands- not 
E e 4 *' from 
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^^ from us more than we are able to peiw 
** form. He is acquainted with the iocfi-* 
*^ nations of our nature : and though he 
" ufes ftrong language in the Scriptures 
" for the purpofe of reftraining ifs whhia 
^^ equitable bounds, be wilt not calbus to 
^ a ftridt account for the moderate indul^ 
*•* gence of our defires " The meaning of 
counfel is often illuflrated by looking to 
the condudt of the counfellor. Survey the 
general conduct of the men who offer this 
counfel. What is the ordinary ccurie of 
their lives ? Altogether worldly. Y^oii fed 
each man, under the fallacious garb of de-^ 
corum, living to his favourite pailion^ ia'fid 
propenfities. One is habitually fenfual; 
another, proud ; another, covetous; ano- 
ther unchafte/ The'woffliip paid to' God 
is a cold and formal and reluftant fervice. 
The heart is devoted to its own idol. You 
fcarcely feel . it neceffary to refer to the 
Scriptures in order to learn whether thefe 
advifers have returned a fatisfailory an- 
fwer to your queftion. Your uhderftand- 
ing fufEces. You reply to yourfelf : " If 
** pradtically and habitually I live to the 
** world ; how can I hope for a reward 
** from God ? If, while I profefs to be 
*' his fervant, I am in my heart and con- 
5 » ' "dua: 
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^^ dti€t' fcddng tny own .-plcafdcer -6ttfy :; 
•^ I im a iiypocrite. Cm h7>pocrif)jf:lcWr 
^*^ to falvatibn ? I muft afk bthrcr cDitiitfcU* ■ 
What muft I -do tof bfe faffed? * You 
^ judge rightly,-' refplyyour Atew inftruc-< 
tors^^ V^ tlKit yotiucfoxriJ^r a^jSr^ts have fur-^ 
i^ niihed a very * lijiperfeG a!:lf»pe^- ta yout 
^^ enquiries.'- • Th.cy ihavisf forgbtteri. that ^ 
•*:.char&aeri. to.bepleafin^ to mahToJrr^ta 
l^l.God, muft be amiaMt.r, Sweetntfs^'df 
^-fltianners^ ekfy* afFabilUy, xQUTt^ovlijtcfti 
".Jind good htmiouri are ':iaid)l))$a(y>le.r 
**?BeTcandid. Judge ftp one.. r Shurfmo.^ 
" rofenefs. Partake freely: of tbfe.giftj^ of 
^, heaven,! Gaiety ^ is -the proper ^ttnbwfe 
" of iflnocence. Study^to pleiferaH, and' 
^.^to niake all pleafed : with themfelvc^.^ 
" To' cheerfulaefs add liberality according; 
"to your convenience. So fliatlyouren- 
t^ d^r all around- you happy ia this world ^ 
" and may juftly conclude that God will- 
" render you happy with them in the hfext.'* 
Still you perceive,, notwithftanding thefe- 
impofing tenns^, that the fuggefted addi- 
tions may have contributed to the former 
charader nothing but a fpecious varnilh^ 
Thofe additions may be nothing better than 
more refined accomplifhments. How many 
fclfiih, how many deceitful, how many 

abau* 



42& On the Method 6/ Salvation. 

abflCndoned : men rhave cxjrrefponded nith 
tffab'derfiiripticm ! Can thofe qualities iidiich 
mzf\i% attained, thofe proceedings which 
may be adopted^ by the wicked, enfure 
felvation ? But allow the qualities to be in 
iincerity pofTefled^ Concede to them .their 
due excellence. 'How far are ^eyfrom 
completing the fcriptural pidure of auChriA 
tian i- Ht)w far does thisr decent and ami- 
able man fall fhotrt of the example dif- 
playfed by the Apoftles, and the early fol- 
lowers of Chrift ? What proof is here to be 
found of fandity, of heaFsrehly-mindednefs, 
of fuperiority to the world, of mortifica-» 
tion of the corruptions of the heait ; of 
thofe difpofitions towards Godj the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghoft, whkh the 
Scriptures inceffantly inculcate and de- 
mand ? More is yet requifite. The quef- 
tion is ftill unanfwered. What miift>I do 
to be faved^ 

" If you would be faved,'* replies ano* 
ther fet of advifers, " be a uftful chara<9:er. 
" Benevolence is the firft of Chriftian vir- 
•■* tues. He that loveth his neighbour hath 
"^^ fulfilled the law. Be adive for the good 
** of others. Beftir yourfelf zealouUy in 
** the public offices, belonging to your 
•** flauon. Aflift your friends with your 

" advice, 
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<« advice, with your intereft, with , ypur, 
•* purfe. Forward local concerns. Patror. 
** nize general improvements. Encpuwge. 
** public inftitytions. Abound in private 
^^ charity. So fhall your name be ho- 
^* nourjcd among men. So (hall you not 
♦•Tail to receive falvation, the due reward 
♦•of your virtues." That you muft la- 
l?our to be ufeFul, if you would obtain faU 
vatipn,. is unqueftionable. . It is equally 
true that he, who loveth his neighbour,, 
hath fulfilled the law; fa far as his coqduft. 
towards his' neighbour is concernedt ,^ilt 
is religion fummed up in uf^fuln^fs io your 
neighbour ? Does not religion look to mo^ 
tiyes? If It be not from a religious motive 
that we are ufeful to oui: neighbpur ; ja 
our ufeiulnefs any niark of religion ? Has 
it any prjncipje ia common with religion? 
If a "wicked man from a wicked motive 
performs an adl of great ufefulnefs to his 
neighbour ; is he therefore religious ? If a 
carelcfs man from a motive neither virtuous 
nor criminal confers a fignal benefit on 
another ; is he therefore religious ? Mere 
ufefulnefs, it is evident, proves nothing, 
and avails nothing. Then as to the fulfiU 
ment of the law. Is it only toviprds man 
th^t w? have a lavy to obferve ? Is there 

not 
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riot a God ? Are we not bound by a law 
fcrhini ? Are there not peculiar duties con- 
driuafly owing to him ? Is not eviery ad of 
dtitjr' tQ man founded on duty to God?, 
Is liot 'every aft of duty to man acceptably, 
before Gt)d only when it is performed fron^, 
love to God? Are we not Gomniandedt 
whatever we do^ to do all to the glory of 
Gqd^ that God may in all things be glorified 
through Jefus Cbrijl? It is undeniable then 
that' ufefulnefs to man is hot the bafis by, 
which a title to falvatiori can be fuftairiedr 
What riiuft I do to be faved ? 
• **You forget,'* exclaims another clafs> 
•• you forget the fhare "which the atonepent^ 
•* of Chrifl ymdickte's to itfelf m'the work^ 
•*^*of h'timati Salvation. We will difclofe 
**W you ' the grounds on. which ^ we are 
** fcbnfident that" we ourfetves'fliall be faved* 
*^ We hav^ always (hewn ourfelves punc- 
** tual in frequenting religious ordinances. 
•^ We have led extremely moral lives. We 
•* have not overlooked amiablenefs of de- 
*' poitment. We have been highly ufeful 
** in our generation. On each of thefe 
*' foundations, were we inclined to boafl:, 
'* we might eftablifh powerful pretehfions, * 
" But we femember the frailty of our com- 
** moil nature j and do not wifh to diflem-' 

"ble 
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A* ble Qur-pwa imperfedions^ We thank 
** Gpd tlj^t vft^re not .as many otlier mea 
are; but jbefore \i\m ^^^ do not profe& 
to be righteous, r We 'acknowledge that, 
w^ are to be fav^d through Jefus Chrift. 
" Much, as we have done, fomething con- 
" fiderable, we doubt not, ha& been left 
" undone. That deficiency Chrift will fup- 
^'.ply. Our own merits^ balanced agaiaft 
," o\\v offences, are infuflSicient to turn the 
" fcale. Chrift will add from his what is , 
" needful t6 make it preponderate." Is. 
this then the Gofpel plan of lalvation 
through a Redeemer i gf falvation by free 
grace; of falvation not of works, left any 
man ihould boaft ? • If Abraham, the fcither. 
pf the faithful, the friend pf the Moft 
High, had npthing wherepf to glory before 
God: do you prefumc to come as claim- 
ants of falyation in part, in great part^ as 
of debt ;. as in part, in great part, due to 
you on the ground of purchafe by the me- 
rit of your works ? Was it to fupply the 
fp^all addition requifite to turn the fcale in 
your favour that Jefus Chrift became man, 
laboured, and died ?^Is this, an objedt cor- 
refponding with the emotions of the Sacred^ 
writers when their tongues labour for ut- 
terance, and feem incapable of producing 

expreflions 
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cxpreflions adequate- tb fhadbw out the 
tranfcendent mercies- of jredeiiiption ? Wha. 
is the glory ^hich you actord to the Son 
of God ? The glorjr of your falvatidn ? No. 
That glory you aflume primarily to your- 
iTelf. The charafters previotifly defcribed 
named not the name of Chrift, They 
fcemed not to take him into the account. 
One looked for falvation throujgh decent 
morality : another added iamiabletiefs as 
a requifite; anothet fubjoined iifefulnefs. 
You feek falvation on the grbund of felf- 
righteoufnefs. You name Chrift : but it 
Is only to difhonoUr him. You take him 
into the account : but it is only to exclude 
him from the chief concern in the office 
of faving you. Each of your predecef- 
fors was his own idol. You worftiip your-» 
felf. Miferable counfellors^ miferable com-^ 
fortcrs are ye all [a}-! My fins: flare m^e in 
the face. I feel my own'' helplcffnefs* 
What muft I do to be faved ? 

IL You have heard fome examples oFthd 

manner in which the ignorant and the proud 

reply to ^is momentotis qUeftion* Now 

receive an anfwer from an Apoftle : Believe 
« 

{a) Job, xvi. a. 

itt 
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in the Lord J ejus Chrifti and tbdu fstdtik 
faved. * " V 

Believein the Lord Jefus Chrift ! WKit 
is the, meaning of this command, to the 
obfervance of which the promife of faWa- 
tion is annexed? Is the meaning this? 
" I muft acknowledge the Bible to be the 
^ word of God. More particularly I muft 
give full credence to the narrative which 
the Scriptures deliver of the aftions and 
the fufferings of Jefus Chrift. I muft 
" believe all the articles of the Creed; I 
" muft keep my mind fully fatisfied, in de- 
" fiance of cavils and difficulties, that the 
•* Chriftian religion is true. I muft alfo 
" be perfuaded that the fpectfic doftrines 
^* of the Gofpel are adual verities.'* This 
faith is the faith of theunderftanding : and 
as a firft ftep, is abfolutely neceflary. But 
if your faith is to condud you to falvation, 
it muft be perfedted in another quarter. 
How fpake the Evangelift Philip ? ** If 
•' thou believeft with all thine hearty thoU 
•* may eft be baptifed." How fpeaks St. 
Paul ? " With the heart man belie veth unlo 
^ righteoufnefs (3)." 

You perceive then that faith, if it ter- 
minates in the undcrftanding, is nothing. 
In its way to the heart it muft convince the 

[I) Adls, viii. 374 Rom. X. lo. 

judge- 
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md|;efneQt; becaufe our Maker deals ^ith 
U8 as rational creatures, and requires jx rea- 
ip^ble fervice. But the heart lis its objed. 
Xhere it muft arrive. Ther^ it muft dwell. 
Ifhere it muft reign. Believe with the 
heart in the Lord Jefus Chrift, and thou 
fhalt be faved. 

What then does Chriftian faith, as go* 
verning the hearty include? It implies a 
deep fenfe of our own inherent corruption. 
For how fhall we be duly folicitous for a 
cure, unlefs we are imprefled with the 
danger of the difeafe ? It implies an aweful 
f qnfcioufnefs of the punifhment, to which 
we have juilly become obnoxious by wilful 
tranfgreffion. For how Ihall we be fuf- 
liciently earneft to be relieved from the 
penalty which we have incurred, unlefs we 
are feAfible of its amount? It implies a 
decided convidion of our own inability to 
difcharge any part of our^ debt to divine 
juftice. For otherwife how fhall we be 
deeply anxious to feek for a mediator and 
a furety ? It implies a fervent defire to be 
refcued from the future dominion of fin. 
For to what purpofe fhould we be delivered 
from the fentence pronounced againft us, 
if we are fpeedily to bring down upon our- 
ielves the lame fentence again ? It implies 
an experimental knowledge that, if we are 

aban-> 
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abandoned to bur natural ftrengtllJ^ we flial! 
unqueftionably be the prey of fin, as here- 
tofbrp. For if we imagined ourfclvcs t9 
be eqjual to our own defence; why flibuldf 
we look around for fuccour ? It implies^ 
undoubting belief that in Chrift Jems is 
perfed falvation J perfect wifdom andrightc- 
bufnefs and fanftification and redemp- 
tibu. For otherwife where would be the 
adequate encouragement to confide ou^ 
falvation to him ? It implies a cordial af- 
furanc'e that he alone is the way^ the trutb^ 
arid tie Kfe^ that no man cometh unto the 
Father but by him [c). For otherwife how 
fliAU we be guarded againfl the blafphc- 
mous dclufion of framing to ourfelves co- 
ordinate or fupplementary mediators ? 

How then will this faith manifefl itfelf ? 
By its fruits : by its efficacy in impelling 
and conflraining us to' ad in ever)^ refped 
conformably to its nature. If we believe 
ourfelves to be radically corrupt ; we ihall 
renounce with difguft, the idea of pro- 
feffing any righteoufnefs of our own. If 
we believe ourfelves obnoxious to punifh- 
ment j we fhall devoutly apply for an in- 
terefl in the appointed ranfom. If we be- 

(#) Johiii XIV. 6. 

Vol. II. F f Hevc 
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lieve ourfdyes utterly unable to difcharge 
any portion of the demands, which the 
avenging juilice of God urges againfl: us; 
we fhall conf(?fs that our deliverance^ if we 
are delivered, will be an a£l of free and 
unmerited grace. If we are ferveutly de« 
firous of future holinefs ; we (hall feek 
with proportionate folicitude the renewing 
influence of the Spirit of fan(f);ification. If 
we are convinced that, left to ourfelves, we 
cannot but fall; we fhall place our whple 
reliance on the continued guidance and 
iupport of the Holy Ghoft, If w? are 
convinced that Jefus Chrift is an all-^fuf* 
ficient Saviour; to him we (hall have re- 
courfe for falvation. If we are fatisfied 
that there is falvation in no other ^ that there 
is no otker name under heaven given among 
men whereby we may befaved: to him alone 
we {hall commit our fouls. To him we 
fhall fly, as the lamb of God who taketh 
away the fins of the whole world: as 
having made atonement even for us by his 
blood': as our preFent advocate with the 
Father : as ever living to make inter^eflion 
for us: as having the fuccours of the Holy 
Spirit at his difpofal : as invefled with all 
power in earth and heaven : as loving Us 
with unparalleled afFediion : as watching 

« over 
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Crver us with unwearied care : as out ex- 
ample, our inftru<9:or, our law-giver: as 
having afcended into the manfions of his 
Father to prepare a place for his fcrvants: 
as again to return in glory, that he may 
raife all the generations of man from the 
grave ; judge the aflembled world in righte-*- 
oufnefs; receive his faithful followers to 
himfelf J and feal up the wicked with the 
devil and his angels in the abodes of uUf- 
utterable and everlafting deftrudiion. 

Thefe are the fruits of faith, when firil 
it brings the (inner to the foot of the crofs* 
What are its fruits, when rifing from thfe 
foot of the crofs, the penitent fmner pro- 
ceeds to approve himfelf the fervant of that 
Lord, who loved him and gave Himfelf 
for him? Its fruits are unto holinefs. 
Looking unto ye/us, the author and fintjher 
ff his faithj the penitent fmner actuated 
by a new principle, living to new objeds, 
devoted to a new^ mafter, labours in the 
ftrength of his Redeemer's grace to be- 
come dead unto fin and alive only unto 
righteoufnefs* He is eagei* to manifeft his 
gratitude to his Saviour. To the laws of 
Chrift he cheerfully and unrefervedly; fub- 
nits/« Jn the fteps of Ghriilhe endeavours' 
to ttead. The gl^y q^ Chrift he i$ w^chful 
> F f 1 and 
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ao4' zealous ; to promote* la Godr th« 
Father of his crucified Locdt be beboldsr a^ 
Father reconciled even to him. la hit 
bcetl»:cn of the houfehold of fiulth he be* . 
holds m^n United to himfelf not morely by 
the common ties of nature, but by the ad* 
ditional and facred bands of redeeming love* 
Even in the wicked he beholds thofe whom 
the Son of God died to fave: whom God 
(UlL fpares that they may accept ialvatioa 
through His Son. Hence adive love to 
God aod man eharadierire the fervantof ' 
Cbrift. Fearful of falling (bore of the glo*- f 
ripus faWation fet before him ; aware, of 
the tremendous power of his fpiiitual ene- 
my, yet not caft down, becaufe be relfts oa 
the arm of an Alinigbty Redeenaer: he 
ftudies to adorn the do£|:rine of God hta 
Saviour in all things, to be a. pattern of 
every good work. Waiting for the coming, 
of his Lord, looking forward to things un*? 
feen» he difplays not only the adive virtuea 
of the Chrifliaa charaQet, but thofe i^lfo 
which are pafSve : rcfignation to the ap-^ 
^intments of God, patient endurance of 
a^iQ:ion3, unwearied for^veneft ol^ m<« 
juries, willingndOs to bear co>mefiaDpt) and 
reproach ^r rtghteoufhefsL^ fake. la imh 
degree relying ib« acceptance cox his workst $ 
. / . but 
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bdft!coafcioug that, unlefa his faith is cvi-» 
denced by habitual works of holinefs, he 
ndwr (hall fee the Lord ; he uilremittingly 
labours to maintain a confcience void of 
offence towards God ' and towards man. 
Tbtts faith worketh by love, and by works 
proves itfelf to be perfedt; ^_^ 

To us individually, my brethren, the ] 
great q^eftion is^ whether we are feeking 
falvation in the way which the Scriptures 
teach : whether we are feeking it through 
Him whom God has ordained to be the 
Redeemer. Are we placing confidence in 
a moral abftinence from certain vices, A 
a moral regard to certaiti virtue* ; having 
tbt form ofgodlintfs^ but denying the power 
thereof; decent in the externals of religion^ 
birt rejefting the univeiff^ity of its do-» 
BHinion, averfe to its hurnblidg and fpi- 
ritual nature? Or do^d repofe our 
, truft on an amiable charafl^r ; the refuU 
of jpolifhed manners, cafy good-humour, 
en^ging affability, and ready compaflion } 
Or are we depending on the fancied me- 
rits of ufefahaeffr; w^hile^ 3n- the midft cf 
out ufc$ulne&, Gi>d has nt)t been in all ouf 
tlwmgHU? Or are we pharifaically ptfo* 
fuWing on a fuppofed righteoufnefs of 
«tir own ; bringing itjL thfe Giver of all* 

:*^ things 
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things as our debtor, or deeming oarfekeii 
to have paid a part of the price of our fati 
Tatioti in the compenfatory coia of ^oitf 
own works ? Or are we relying exclufiveiy 
on Chrift Jefus ? Do we feel ouffelves b 
be dead, and conllrained to comre unto Him 
that we may have life ? Through Him do 
we feek pardon and reconciliation and 
grace ? Have we taken his yoke upon 
us \ Are we willing to bear his burthen } 
Do we obey hiih as the Captain of oiu? 
falvatibn ? tVhile, equally difclaiming aid 
unprodudive faith, and works proceeding 
from any other root than faith, we main^ 
tain the infeparable iinion and the indi£« 
penfable neceflity of faith and works; &o 
we accurately affign to e^ch of thefe requi- 
fites to falvation its proper and peculiar and 
cxclufive office ? Do we- ftedfaftly bear in 
mind that faith i* the inftrument whereby 
we obtain an intereft in that treafure, which 
completely and folely purchafes our falva- 
tion, the atoning merit of Jefus Chrift: 
and that good works, acceptable to God 
hot through defert of their own, for ouf 
beft works are imperfect and finful, but 
folely through'^the blood cf our Redeemer; 
are requifitc,^ as fruits of faith ; are requifite 
to prove the exiftence of that true faith of the 

hearty 
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heart, which, whereverit exifts, cannot but ; 
produce them ? Do we acknowledge that ; 
faith is the gift of God ; a flame primarily « 
kindled in the breaft by Him, and by Him 
ftill to be fuftained : a ftream to be prefc^veci ; 
in purity and activity only by perpetual fup* / 
plies, from that fountain whence it origi- ; 
aally flowed ? 

, If we now difcern, my brethren, the 
Biomentous import of the gueftion fl:ate4 
in the text; if we perceive that from the 
Word of God, from the Word of God ex^ 
clufively, the anfwer is to be derived : le^ 
us paufe .and refled on the fingyilar gra- 
titude with which, in confequence of the 
extraordinary mercies vouchfafed to us, 
cur bofoms ought to glow. Caft your eyes 
over the map of the Chrjfl:ian world : ex- 
tend your furvey through every region 
where the name of Chrift has been named ; 
»nd point out, beyond the precinds of our 
native ifle, the fpot where we fhould have 
enjoyed equal advantages as to the attain-? 
ment of the knowledge of falvation. What 
if we had feen the light in . Judea, the 
cradle of Chriftianity : or in Antioch, or 
in.,Coloflre, or in Ephefus, or in Corinth, 
f<;;eQes where the vineyard of our Lord 
was planted and watered by Apoftles? 
/. Trampling 
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Trampling on the niins of the temples of 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoft; 
we bad bowed before the crefcent of Ma- 
bomet, and refted our everhiffing hopes on 
thq^impofturcs of the Koran. What if we 
had been born in any of the numerous 
kingdoms overfliadowed by the fupremacy 
of Rome: or within the bounds of that 
enormous empire, where the corruptions 
of the Greek church maintain their fway ? 
Riveted in the chains of prieftcraft and 
fuperftition; bending in idolatrous rever- 
ence before images or piflures ; and con- 
figning our falvation to the care of ilna- 
ginary^ interceffors ; we had forfaken the 
#9^ Mediator between God and Man.- I for- 
forbear minutenefs of comparifon with the 
ftatc of our Protefent brethren abroad. 
Whatever be the points of fuperiority in 
our lot, may the God of mercy impart 
them to the whole world ! Let us in the 
mean time rejoice with thankful' humility 
in the lot which from His unmerited grace 
we have received. Let us praife Him 
who has caufed us to inherit the bleffings 
of a land of liberty, civil and religious ; of 
a church in dodrine evangelical, in difci- 
pline apoftolical. Let us remember that 
from bim to whom niucb is given^ much ^ alt 

be 
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he rcifiired. When we contemplate the 
Ught with which we have been favoured : 
nationally and individually, what are we ? 
What punifliment do we not deferve ? 
While the judgements of God are abroad 
in the world j may the inhabitants of this 
pur country learn righteoufnefs ! While 
the horizon is faddened with the encircling 
tempeft, While the thunders of vengeance are 
roaring in every furroundiag land j may 
there be wrought in us through faith in the 
Lord Jefus tlie broken and contrite heart 
which God will not defpife ! To Him who 
giveth to all men Tiberally and upbraidcth 
not, let us plead for the gift of faith, the 
foundation of all other gifts from heaven, in 
conftant prayer. Let us ftrengthen our 
faith by the ftudy of his word j by religious 
meditation j by contemplating the fervent 
piety, the perfevering holinefs, the unfha- 
ken fortitude, the labours of love, the joy- 
ful endurance, the tripmphant death, of 
eminent believers in Chrift Jefus in antient 
or in later days. Let us encourage onr- 
felves in our earthly pilgrimage by habi- 
tually looking forward with the eye of 
faith to the things unfeen^ that better coun- 
try, that blifsful home, that incorruptible 
inheritance, that city with eternal founda- 
VoL. IL G g tions 
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tions whofe builder and i&aker is^ God,^ 
vrhich is the fubftanco of our hope. Let 
us believe in the Lord Jefus Chrift ; and 
we fliall be preferved from .the ftorms of 
time, or be ftrengthcned to fuftain them. 
Let us believe in the Lord Jefiis Chrift ; 
and. however fierce may be the fiery trial 
which comes upon us, however our eyes. 
may be confumed with grUf^ and wax ot^ 
Ifecauje of all our encmhes^ we (hall hierfavecl 
Yfith eyerlafting (alyatioi^ 
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' iMert of the High Church, and Profeflbr of Rhetoric aad 
%lles Lectrcs ia the Unlverfity of Edinbargfa* aad ScE* 
elm, 5 Vols* iK lis. in Boards* 

5. SERMONS| by the late Rev. John Dryfdale, D. D. 
F. R. S. Ed. one of the Miniflers of Edinburgh, &c. &c« 
VTith an Accoont of the Author's Life and Chara&er, by 
Aadrcvr Dalzei, M. A. F.R.S. Ed. Profeflbr of Greek, 
4m. ta* ia die Univerfity of Ediobargh. a Vols, lat. ia 
boards. . 

' .:^6, SERMONS, by George Hill, D.D. F.R.S. Ed. 
Principal of St. Mary^s College in the Univerfity of St« 
^sdrew ; one of the Mioiliers of that City, and one of 

. Sp Mi^fiy's Chaplains ia Ordinary f9r Scotland. 8ve. 
^sT'in boards. 

!, 7* -DISCOURSES on varbus Subjeas, delivered in the 
^oglilr Church at the Hague, by Archibald Maclaine, D.D« 
Sfember of fome Foreign Academies. 9vo, ad Edition, 
.Ss. in Boards. 

: 8. SERMONS, by Willtam Leechman, D.D. late Pria* 

.flipal of the College of Glafgow. To which is prefixed^ 

iPK ^^^^^ ^^ '^ Asthor's Life and his Ledures, by 

J Aes Wodrow, D.D. Minifter at Stevenfton* a Vok. 

I2f. in Boardf. 

: 9. ADDRESSES to YonngMeb, by James Foifdyce, 
^B'.l^. 3d Edition. ' 2 Vols. 75* in Boards. 

10. SERMONS to Young Women, by the fame, ft Volt. 
12th Edition, 6s. 

1 1. ADDRESSES to the Deity, by the iamc. 3d Sdi. 
don, 3s. 6d. 



y i mJ by A. ttrahaii, 
fratrrs»&tfttt, Londt*. 
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